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In early November, 1996, while marking trees for removal as part of the Live
Wire Settlement Timber Sale, Placerville District personnel noticed boring dust
on the lower bole of about 75 white fir in and around the Strawberry Recreation
Residence Tract. Although a few of the fir exhibited some crown fade, the
majority of the trees appeared healthy except for the boring on the lower

bole. On November 7, 1996, John Wenz, entomolgist and Alan Somers, Mike Grimm,
and Terry Newkirk from the Placerville District, visited the site. The purpose
of the visit was to assess the survival potential of the trees exhibiting the
boring dust and discuss management options.

The Live Wire Timber Sale is part of a projected 10-year hazard reduction and
maintenance program for protection of Pacifc Gas and Electric power lines along
the Highway 50 corridor from Pacific House east to Echo Summit. Part of the
sale area includes the 52 unit Strawberry Recreation Residence Tract located at
5820 feet in elevation between Highway 50 and the south fork of the American
River. If the infested trees are going to die as a result of the attacks, they
would be marked for removal by the spring of 1997 as part of the Live Wire sale
to reduce hazards to PG&E power lines as well as cabins, other structures and
public use in the recreation tract.

Observations

The white fir exhibiting the boring dust ranged from about 12 to 36 inches

DBH. The stand is approximately 75% white fir in association with
incense-cedar, and ponderosa, Jeffrey and sugar pines. Stocking levels in many
parts of the stand ranged from 400 to 540 sq. ft./acre. Examination of the
affected fir showed they were being attacked by the ambrosia beetle, Platypus
wilsoni, (Coleoptera: Platypodidae). Adult male beetles were found boring in
both the outer and inner bark and in the xylem. In several of the fir, there
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