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Madera County Citizens Sought for Forest Service Advisory Committee

Clovis, CA-Officials of the Sierra National Forest have extended the outreach to fill vacant seats
on the Forest Service citizen-based resource advisory committee (RAC) for Madera County
through April 17, 20009.

“The resource advisory committee was established under the provisions of the reauthorized
Secure Rural Schools legislation and members are appointed by the Secretary of Agriculture,"
stated Dave Martin, District Ranger. "Being a member of the resource advisory committee is a
great way for local community members to engage in a public lands dialogue and recommend
resource projects funded by this legislation," added Martin.

If you are interested in applying for a vacant position on the RAC, the member interest form is
available online or contacting Julie Roberts, Madera County RAC Coordinator at 559.877.2218.
Applicants must complete the member interest form and eventually a background screening by
the FBI. Interest forms will be accepted through April 17, 2009.

The Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000, reauthorized in
2008, replaced an arrangement that gave counties 25% of Forest Service receipts from logging,
grazing, recreation and other activities on national forest lands. This year, as authorized by the
legislation, Madera County will receive $880,000 for schools and roads, $82,000 for natural
resource projects and $72,000 for other projects.

RAC members will work with the Forest Service to nominate resource projects that have broad
based community based support with objectives that include, but are not limited to: road, trail,
and infrastructure maintenance or obliteration; soil productivity improvements; improvements in
forest ecosystem health; watershed restoration and maintenance; restoration, maintenance, and
improvement of wildlife and fish habitat; control of noxious and exotic weeds; hazardous fuels
reduction; and reintroduction of native species.
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