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Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or 
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Abstract 
The main forms of recreation within the project area are dispersed camping and hunting.  

The methodology used to analyze the possible effects to recreation comprised of site 
visits, researched existing recreation use, the Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) 
system, Forest Service policy and reviewed the Shasta-Trinity Land and Resource 
Management Plan (LRMP). 

The LRMP has indicated that a portion of the project area is within the Roaded 
Recreation Prescription. Road access is the primary foundation for hunting and 
dispersed camping. All of the alternatives will still meet the objectives of this prescription. 
The project area will also meet the Roaded Natural ROS description; therefore both 
alternatives will meet Forest Service recreation policy. There is not a discernable 
difference for effects to recreation between Alternative 2 and 3. 
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Introduction  
The Forest Service Recreation Opportunity Spectrum reference book identifies the value 
of recreation in our society, “Evidence from National surveys, Forest Service research, 
and other data point to leisure as a major element in an individual’s personal sense of 
life satisfaction. A perception of physical and psychological wellbeing pervades the 
survey responses regarding recreation. Recreation activity can vary from passive 
contemplation to strenuous climbing of sheer rock faces. Recreation settings can range 
from crowded beaches to isolated mountain streams. Regardless of the type of 
recreation, across the board benefits were cited—as a tonic for physical and 
psychological weariness and a respite from the day-to-day of routine of activities. 
Psychological increments to the individual include the perception of personal 
development and self-reliance, communion with nature, a sense of renewal, and 
relaxation from pressures. Significantly, the priority consideration given to outdoor 
recreation is consistent with persons on all levels of income, education, and occupational 
status.”  

“In terms of family and community, central elements in people’s lives, recreation is a 
primary link in building and maintaining these necessary social interactions. Family 
relationships are enhanced when the opportunity for experiencing outdoor recreation 
settings together result in eased tensions, better communication, and possible long-term 
behavioral improvements leading to better family cohesion. The shared enjoyments of 
outdoor recreation cement social relationships between existing and new found friends 
in the community.” 

“Economic benefits resulting from outdoor recreation include improved health and job 
productivity. Increased tax bases for community services and increased Regional income 
can be brought about by preservation of the resource for recreational activity. Outdoor 
recreation is a multi-billion dollar industry that provides jobs, and produces goods and 
services.”1 

Overview of Issues Addressed 
Recreation was not raised as an issue during public scoping. Potential affects to 
recreational access are considered in this analysis. 

Regulatory Framework 
Forest Service Manual, 2350.3 - Policy 

1. Manage the general forest, water, and underground areas with their recreational 
access and support facilities under the principles defined in FSM 2303. 

2. Emphasize opportunities, in all ROS classes, that require minimal supporting facilities 
for the convenience of users, more self-reliance by the users, and less intrusion by 
constructed facilities upon the natural environment.2 

The Shasta-Trinity Land and Resource Management Plan (LRMP) identifies three 
Management prescriptions within the project area. Closest to Hwy 36 is Roaded 
Recreation Prescription III. “This prescription emphasizes recreational opportunities 
associated with developed road systems and dispersed and developed camp sites. Fish 
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and wildlife management, which supports the recreational use of wildlife species 
(hunting, fishing, and viewing), is also emphasized. The emphasis of vegetation 
management activities will be to meet recreation, visual, and wildlife objectives while 
maintaining healthy and vigorous ecosystems.” “Standards and Guides: 8. Plan, design, 
and implement management activities that are compatible with Roaded Natural ROS 
guidelines.” 3 

The most southerly portion of the project is within Prescription VIII, Commercial Wood 
Products Emphasis. “The purpose of this prescription is to obtain an optimum timber 
yield of wood fiber products from productive forest lands within the context of ecosystem 
management.” “Standards and Guides: 3) Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) 
experiences will be compatible with timber objectives. In most cases this will be the 
Roaded Natural Recreation ROS class.” 4 

Throughout the project area perennial, ephemeral and intermittent streams are within 
Prescription IX, Riparian Reserves. 

Methodology for Analysis  
Methodology comprised of site visits, researched existing recreation use, the ROS 
system, Forest Service policy and reviewed the LRMP; compared existing condition with 
possible changes to recreation use if alternatives were implemented. 

A basic premise of the ROS is that a diverse range of opportunities should be available 
to allow individual users to choose the experience they seek while protecting natural 
resources. The ROS system provides a framework for stratifying and defining classes of 
outdoor recreation environments, activities, and ranges of experiences. The settings, 
activities, and range of opportunities are arranged along a continuum or spectrum and 
divided into six classes: Primitive, Semi-primitive Non-motorized, Semi-primitive 
Motorized, Roaded Natural, Rural and Urban. 5 

The project area is within the Roaded Natural ROS class. “The Roaded Natural ROS 
class is characterized by predominately natural-appearing settings, with moderate sights 
and sounds of human activities and structures. Evidence of human activity varies from 
area to area and include improved highways, railroads, developed campgrounds, small 
resorts and ski areas, livestock grazing, timber harvesting operations, watershed 
restoration activities, and water diversion structures. Roads and motorized equipment 
and vehicles are common in this setting.”6 

Affected Environment 

Existing Condition 
The recreation experience of the visitor is intrinsically tied to the setting of the 
environment per the ROS system. The project area is forested with a variable understory 
on the slopes of Dubakella Mountain. The project area is adjacent to State Hwy 36 and 
has numerous dirt roads. The overall road density for the Salt Creek watershed is 
approximately 3.0 mi/sq. mi. (Hydrology Report). The primary recreation activities are 
dispersed camping and hunting. The closest developed recreation facility is a 
campground approximately 4 miles away. 
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Desired Condition  
The desired future condition is to manage the Shasta-Trinity National Forests land base 
and resources to provide a variety of high quality outdoor recreation experiences.7 
(LRMP 4-5) 

Environmental Consequences 

Mitigation and Monitoring  
To reduce the potential for unauthorized off road vehicle use, access to skid trails that 
intersect Forest Roads would be blocked with available material (either large wood or 
boulders). 

Alternative 1 – No Action  

Direct Effects  
The No Action Alternative would not have any direct effects on recreation within the 
project area. 

Indirect Effects  
The No Action Alternative would not have any indirect effects on recreation within the 
project area. 

Alternative 2 – Proposed Action 
The Proposed Action is to Thin approximately 1,561 acres (Intermediate thin 963 acres, 
precommercial thin 481 acres, hand fuel treatment 14 acres, shaded fuel break 103 
acres) retaining approximately 50% canopy in most stands and 40% canopy in the 
shaded fuelbreak. The fuelbreak is proposed to extend to the north side of Hwy 3. 
Regeneration Harvest – Green Tree Retention would occur on 27 acres and 
Shelterwood – Green Tree Retention would occur on 31 acres. 
 
There will also be road decommissioning of approximately 13.8 miles of road no longer 
needed for management activities to improve watershed conditions. Approximately 9.5 
miles proposed for decommissioning are “unclassified” roads, meaning they are not 
officially within the Forest road system and may be illegally developed roads. The 
remaining 4.3 miles are classified roads, meaning they are currently tracked as Forest 
Service System roads. The classified roads being decommissioned are currently closed; 
Salt Road Analysis Report Sept. 2007, p. 7-27, 8-27 &10-27. 

Direct Effects  
Dispersed camping and hunting are the main recreational activities with some off-
highway vehicle activity within the project area.  

There are three factors within the project design that could possibly affect recreational 
access; temporary road construction, decommissioning roads, and understory removal. 

Temporary roads from logging operations could potentially be used by visitors seeking 
off highway vehicle experiences, hunting and camping opportunities. None of the 
temporary road spurs will be more than 0.1 miles long and will be ripped and seeded 
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after logging activities have been completed, thus there should not be any affects from 
the temporary roads.  

Dispersed camping and hunting are intrinsically tied to road access. The proposed 
action will decommission some roads; however there will still be access throughout the 
project area, thus access for recreational activities should not be affected. Roads 
adjacent to known dispersed campsites will remain open; thus there should not be any 
effects to dispersed camping.  

It has been noted that in some cases after other vegetation treatment projects the lack of 
overgrown understory increased the use of off highway vehicles (ohv) throughout the 
treatment area. It is unknown if ohv use would increase in this case; thus it is 
immeasurable and cannot be analyzed for effects. 

Indirect Effects  
There are not any known indirect effects from the Proposed Action. 

Alternative 3  
Alternative 3 proposes no Regeneration Harvest-Green Tree Retention units, all thinning 
units would have 60% canopy cover retention and the fuelbreak would be south of Hwy 
3. 

Direct Effects  
The effects of Alternative 3 should be similar to the effects of Alternative 2. Even though 
there would be more residual canopy left in Alternative 3 than in Alternative 2; the 
difference in vegetation prescriptions would not seem to warrant substantial differences 
between the two alternatives for dispersed camping, ohv use and hunting. 

Indirect Effects  
Indirect effects to recreation from Alternative 3 are similar to Alternative 2. 

Cumulative Effects for All Alternatives 
There are not any cumulative effects for any of the alternatives because there are not 
any discernable effects to recreation.  

Compliance with the Forest Plan and Other Regulatory 
Direction  
The LRMP has indicated that a portion of the project area is within the Roaded 
Recreation Prescription. Road access is the primary foundation for hunting and 
dispersed camping. All of the alternatives will still meet the objectives of this prescription. 
The project area will also meet the Roaded Natural ROS description; therefore meet 
Forest Service recreation policy. 
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