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Abstract 

This Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) describes seven alternatives 
for managing the Giant Sequoia National Monument in California.  Each 
alternative responds differently to the major issues and concerns identified in the 
planning process.  The Record of Decision and final environmental impact 



statement for the Monument will amend the Sequoia National Forest Land and 
Resource Management Plan. 

Alternative 1 is the no action alternative. 

Alternative 2 is the Proposed Action as described in the Notice of Intent 
published in the Federal Register, and the scoping letter, both dated June 8, 
2001.  It applies all of the direction found in the Sierra Nevada Forest Plan 
Amendment (Framework) and provides additional management direction for the 
proper care, management, and enjoyment of the objects of interest in the 
Monument.  It places emphasis on the application of current direction specific to 
the objects of interest.   

Alternative 3 would move resources toward their desired conditions by 
emphasizing natural processes, primarily fire.  It would use prescribed fire and 
hand treatments to reduce the risk of catastrophic fire and restore a more natural 
fire regime in the Monument. 

Alternative 4 would manage monument lands as a broad, connected ecosystem, 
without separating or zoning for management emphasis.  The exception to this 
would be areas of high amounts of human use, including all current developed 
recreation areas and other areas of concentrated human use.   

Alternative 5 would prescribe a broad range of management strategies to 
promote conditions for giant sequoia regeneration in the groves.   

Alternative 6 would prescribe a broad range of management strategies to restore 
and protect all of the ecosystems found in the Monument, as well as promote 
conditions for giant sequoia regeneration in the groves.   

Modified Alternative 6 is similar to Alternative 6, with clarifications and 
refinements of the proposed management direction based on public comments 
on the DEIS. Modified Alternative 6 is the Forest Service preferred alternative. 

This FEIS and the Record of Decision (ROD) will be made available to the public 
on the same day. The decision presented in the ROD will be implemented no 
sooner than 30 days after the publication of the Notice of Availability of the FEIS 
in the Federal Register. That decision is subject to administrative appeal in 
accordance with the provisions of 36 CFR 217. A written Notice of Appeal must 
be postmarked within 45 days of the date legal notification of the decision is 
published in the Porterville Recorder, Porterville, California. This appeal period 
will run concurrently with the required 30-day period of availability to the public of 
the FEIS. See the ROD for more specific information on the appeal process. 


