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F. Alternative Transportation Plans 
Transportation plans are described below for each of the alternatives in the Giant Sequoia 
National Monument Plan. The transportation plans display the transportation desired 
condition, strategy, management goals, management emphases, and standards and 
guidelines found in the description of alternatives in Chapter 2 of the FEIS. The 
transportation plans incorporate by reference the Road Analysis Process found in 
Appendix E, Rap Report. 

1. Transportation System Desired Condition 
(Common to All Action Alternatives)  
The road and trail network is commensurate with the level of management activities 
occurring in the Monument and supplies the transportation system needed for public use 
related to recreation, special uses, private land access, fire protection, as well as the 
enjoyment, proper care, and management of the objects of interest. Roads and trails 
needed to meet management goals are maintained to provide safe use and limited impacts 
to aquatic and terrestrial habitats. Roads not needed to meet management goals are 
decommissioned and stabilized. 

a) Alternatives 2, 5, 6 and Modified 6 
The transportation system would provide high levels of access for public and 
management use, consistent with protection and restoration of the Monument. New 
roads could be constructed to meet management goals such as to provide access to 
new recreation facilities, to provide access to new administrative sites, to replace roads 
that have unacceptable resource impacts, or to provide access for research. 

(1) Transportation Strategy 

Road Retention Priority. Alternative 2 would emphasize retaining road access for 
public use and for management activities similar to current access levels. For public 
access, emphasis would be on maintaining roads to recreation sites, dispersed 
areas, special use sites, and private land. An extensive road system would be 
available for recreation driving and off-highway vehicle use. For management 
access, emphasis would be on ecosystem restoration and fire protection.  

Risk Priority. Roads with high risks for causing unacceptable impacts to natural 
resources would be repaired, relocated, closed, or decommissioned to reduce 
impacts. Road decommissioning would focus on unclassified roads and those 
classified roads producing unacceptable impacts where repair or relocation is 
unreasonable.  

Construction Priority. New roads could be constructed to meet management 
goals to provide access to new recreation facilities, to provide access to 
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administrative sites (ranger stations, work centers, etc.), to replace roads producing 
unacceptable resource impacts, or to provide access for research.  

Maintenance Strategy. The maintenance strategy would be to continue to request 
funds to reduce the maintenance backlog and keep the road system in acceptable 
condition. . Public safety and natural resource protection would be the highest 
priority for maintenance. Maintenance level 3 through 5 roads would be higher 
priority for maintenance that Maintenance Level 1 and 2 roads due to the higher 
potential loss of investment. In order to improve road management funding the 
Forest Service is seeking additional funding sources. Gas Tax funds may become 
available from the Federal Highway Administration to improve and maintain some of 
the Public Forest Service Roads within the national forest and Monument. Public 
Forest Service Roads would generally be Maintenance Level 3 to 5 roads that are 
subject to the Highway Safety Acts. 

(2) Transportation System Goals 

(a) Provide safe and well-maintained roads for public access to national forest 
system lands within the Monument while minimizing adverse resource 
impacts (common to all action alternatives).  

(b) Maintain roads with effective road drainage and erosion controls to reduce 
effects to adjacent riparian and aquatic systems (common to all action 
alternatives). 

(c) Allow access to private lands and facilities within the Monument (common to 
all action alternatives). 

(d) Consult with and provide for access needs of the Tule River Indian Tribe 
(common to all action alternatives). 

(e) Provide a system of well-maintained roads to allow efficient and effective fire 
suppression, fuels treatment, restoration work, and other management use 
(common to all action alternatives).  

(f) Provide enjoyable and safe opportunities for riding off-highway vehicles, 
including snowmobiles, on designated roads within the Monument (common 
to Alternatives 2, 4, 5, and 6). 

(g) Coordinate transportation planning, management, and road 
decommissioning with the Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks; other 
federal, state, and county agencies; and the Tule River Indian Tribe, to 
reduce traffic congestion and safety hazards, especially along major 
travelways (common to all action alternatives).  

(h) Consult with local tribal governments and Native Americans in the planning 
of projects in the Monument. Ensure access to culturally important sites and 
resources for use by Native Americans.  

(i) Provide a wide range of trail opportunities, including accessible trails for 
persons with disabilities, for hiking, horseback riding, bicycling, and cross-
country skiing (common to all action alternatives). 
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(3) Management Emphases for All Management Areas 

(a) Maintain current levels of access for public and administrative use consistent 
with protection of the objects of interest. 

(b) Prior to decommissioning roads, consider opportunities for their use as 
recreation trails.  

(c) Emphasize the following types of areas for the development of new 
recreation facilities or opportunities: existing travel corridors, existing sites 
that can tolerate additional use or development, dispersed sites that are 
already impacted and can tolerate additional or different types of use, and 
areas of special interest.  

b) Alternative 3 
Road closures, road decommissioning, and elimination of some dispersed recreation 
sites would occur to reduce the environmental impacts from compacted surfaces and to 
provide more areas isolated from the effects of motorized traffic. Use of unlicensed off-
highway vehicles would not be allowed on roads or trails. Recreational opportunities 
would increase for day use activities, education, and interpretation, but overnight and 
dispersed opportunities would be reduced or stay the same. These proposals are in 
response to the Recreation and Watershed issues.  

Alternative 3 would reduce the number of roads and the extent of the road system, as 
well as reduce the impacts from compacted areas in the Monument. Alternative 3 
would increase the feeling of isolation from motorized use by eliminating OHV use in 
the Monument. Primitive and semi-primitive recreation opportunities and trails would be 
increased.  

(1) Transportation Strategy 

Road Retention Priority. Alternative 3 would emphasize reducing environmental 
impacts from roads. For public access, emphasis would be on maintaining road 
access to recreation sites, high profile giant sequoia groves, special use sites, and 
private land. Roads not needed for these purposes would be closed to public 
access. No off-highway vehicle use would be allowed on the road system. For 
management access, emphasis would be on ecosystem restoration and fire 
protection. Roads not needed for restoration or fire protection would be 
decommissioned in areas where natural conditions are re-established.  

Risk Priority. Roads with risks for causing unacceptable impacts to natural 
resources would be repaired, relocated, closed, or decommissioned to reduce 
impacts. Road decommissioning would focus on reducing road mileage and would 
include reductions of classified and unclassified roads with moderate to high risk for 
producing unacceptable resource impacts.  

Construction Priority. New roads could be constructed to meet management 
goals to provide access to new recreation facilities, to provide access to new 
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administrative sites (ranger stations, work centers, etc.), to relocate roads that 
produce unacceptable impacts, or to reduce maintenance costs by closing and 
decommissioning roads. 

Maintenance Strategy. The maintenance strategy would be to reduce maintenance 
costs by closing and decommissioning roads. Public safety and natural resource 
protection would be the highest priority for maintenance. Maintenance Level 3 
through 5 roads would be higher priority for maintenance that Maintenance Level 1 
and 2 roads due to the higher potential loss of investment. In order to improve road 
management funding the Forest Service is seeking additional funding sources. Gas 
Tax funds may become available from the Federal Highway Administration to 
improve and maintain some of the Public Forest Service Roads within the national 
forest and Monument. Public Forest Service Roads would generally be 
Maintenance Level 3 to 5 roads that are subject to the Highway Safety Acts. 

(2) Transportation System Goals 

(a) Provide safe and well-maintained roads for public access to national forest 
system lands within the Monument while minimizing adverse resource 
impacts (common to all action alternatives).  

(b) Maintain roads with effective road drainage and erosion controls to reduce 
effects to adjacent riparian and aquatic systems (common to all action 
alternatives). 

(c) Allow access to private lands and facilities within the Monument (common to 
all alternatives). 

(d) Consult with and provide for access needs of the Tule River Indian Tribe 
(common to all action alternatives). 

(e) Provide a system of well-maintained roads to allow efficient and effective fire 
suppression, fuels treatment, restoration work, and other management use 
(common to all action alternatives).  

(f) Coordinate transportation planning, management, and road 
decommissioning with the Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks; other 
federal, state, and county agencies; and the Tule River Indian Tribe, to 
reduce traffic congestion and safety hazards, especially along major 
travelways (common to all action alternatives). 

(g) Reduce impacts from roads. 
(h) Consult with local tribal governments and Native Americans in the planning 

of projects in the Monument. Ensure access to culturally important sites and 
resources for use by Native Americans.  

(i) Provide a wide range of trail opportunities, including accessible trails for 
persons with disabilities, hiking, horseback riding, bicycling, and cross-
country skiing (common to all action alternatives). 

(j) Expand the trail system to connect recreation facilities and interpretive sites 
and increase opportunities for primitive and semi-primitive recreation 
experiences and isolation from the sounds and sites of motorized vehicles. 
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(3) Management Emphases for All Management Areas 

(a) Seek to reduce areas of heavily impacted surfaces or large areas of 
hardened surfaces including, but not limited to, areas of overnight use, 
recreation residence tracts, and roadways. 

(b) Prior to decommissioning roads, consider opportunities for their use as 
recreation trails. 

(c) Emphasize decommissioning or closing to public use those roads that do not 
provide access to high profile giant sequoia groves, restoration activities, 
recreation sites, private land, or sites under special use permit.  

(d) Emphasize the following types of areas for the development of new 
recreation facilities or opportunities: existing travel corridors, existing sites 
that can tolerate additional use or development, dispersed sites that are 
already impacted and can tolerate additional or different types of use, and 
areas of special interest.  

(4) Management Emphasis for Management Area, High 
Profile Groves 

(a) Repair and maintain roads with high or moderate access needs. 

(5) Standards and Guidelines for All Management Areas 

(a) Use heavy equipment off of roads only in the following circumstances: 

-To construct, reconstruct, or decommission roads. 
-To construct, maintain, or enhance recreational or administrative 
facilities, including trails. 

(b) Do not permit OHVs except for administrative or emergency use. 

c) Alternative 4 
Roads or other impacted areas would be eliminated when necessary to reduce impacts 
to riparian areas, wildlife habitat, or other sensitive resources. New roads could be 
constructed to meet management goals such as to provide access to new recreation 
facilities, to provide access to new administrative sites, to replace roads that have 
unacceptable resource impacts, or to provide access for research. The transportation 
system would provide high levels of access consistent with the restoration of 
monument lands. The trail system would be expanded to increase dispersed recreation 
opportunities. 

(1) Transportation Strategy 

Road Retention Priority. Alternative 4 would emphasize reducing environmental 
impacts from roads while providing for public access. For public access, emphasis 
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would be on maintaining road access to recreation sites, special use sites, and 
private land. The road system would be available for recreational driving and off-
highway vehicle use. For management access, emphasis would be on ecosystem 
restoration and fire protection.  

Risk Priority. Roads with high risks for causing unacceptable impacts to natural 
resources would be repaired, relocated, closed, or decommissioned to reduce 
impacts. Road decommissioning would focus on unclassified and classified roads 
with moderate or high risks of producing unacceptable impacts.  

Construction Priority. New roads could be constructed to meet management 
goals to provide access to new recreation facilities, to provide access to new 
administrative sites (ranger stations, work centers, etc.), to relocate roads producing 
unacceptable impacts, or to provide access for scientific research.  

Maintenance Strategy. The maintenance strategy would be to continue to request 
funds to reduce the maintenance backlog and keep the road system in acceptable 
condition. Roads that cannot be retained to acceptable standards would receive 
priority for decommissioning. Alternative 4 focuses on restoring roads to natural 
conditions.  

(2) Transportation System Goals 

(a) Provide safe and well-maintained roads for public access to national forest 
system lands within the Monument while minimizing adverse resource 
impacts (common to all action alternatives).  

(b) Maintain roads with effective road drainage and erosion controls to reduce 
effects to adjacent riparian and aquatic systems (common to all action 
alternatives). 

(c) Allow access to private lands and facilities within the Monument (common to 
all alternatives). 

(d) Consult with and provide for access needs of the Tule River Indian Tribe 
(common to all action alternatives). 

(e) Provide a system of well-maintained roads to allow efficient and effective fire 
suppression, fuels treatment, restoration work, and other management use 
(common to all action alternatives).  

(f) Provide enjoyable and safe opportunities for riding off-highway vehicles, 
including snowmobiles, on designated roads within the Monument (common 
to Alternatives 2, 4, 5, and 6). 

(g) Coordinate transportation planning, management, and road 
decommissioning with the Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks; other 
federal, state, and county agencies; and the Tule River Indian Tribe, to 
reduce traffic congestion and safety hazards, especially along major 
travelways (common to all action alternatives).  

(h) Consult with local tribal governments and Native Americans in the planning 
of projects in the Monument. Ensure access to culturally important sites and 
resources for use by Native Americans. 
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(i) Provide a wide range of trail opportunities, including accessible trails for 
persons with disabilities, for hiking, horseback riding, bicycling, and cross-
country skiing (common to all action alternatives). 

(j) Reduce impacts from roads to wildlife habitat, aquatic habitat, and the soil 
resource.  

(k) Expand the trail system to connect recreation facilities and interpretive sites 
and provide opportunities for primitive and semi-primitive recreation 
experiences. 

(l) Restore to the extent practical the historic locations and conditions of trails 
that have been disturbed by past practices such as logging or road 
construction. 

(m)Promote the restoration of natural processes, structure, and vegetation on 
existing permanent and temporary roads that are not necessary for the 
proper care of the objects of interest, public use, and management of the 
Monument. Maintain remaining roads with effective road drainage and 
erosion controls to reduce effects to adjacent riparian and aquatic systems. 

(3) Management Emphases for All Management Areas 

(a) Prior to decommissioning roads or otherwise eliminating general public 
access on roads, consider opportunities for their use as recreation trails or 
for other recreational experiences. 

(b) Provide road access for the public and for management activities without 
compromising the restoration and protection of the giant sequoia groves, 
their associated ecosystems, and aquatic and riparian habitat.  

(c) Emphasize the following types of areas for the development of new 
recreation facilities or opportunities: existing travel corridors, existing sites 
that can tolerate additional use or development, dispersed sites that are 
already impacted and can tolerate additional or different types of use, and 
areas of special interest.  

(4) Management Emphasis for Management Area, Human 
Influence Zone 

(a) Reduce areas of heavily impacted surfaces or large areas of hardened 
surfaces that are negatively impacting giant sequoia groves, their 
surrounding ecosystems, riparian habitat, or other special features. 

(5) Management Emphasis for Management Area, 
General Forest Zone 

(a) Re-establish native vegetation and natural hydrologic function on 
temporary roads and landings. 
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