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Winter Wonderland Arrives on the San Bernardino National Forest 
Mountain visitors are urged to be prepared for snowy and icy conditions and recreate 
safely on the forest 

 
SAN BERNARDINO, Calif., December 18, 2008—The recent storms left 2-3 feet of snow 
across the San Bernardino Mountains and the San Jacinto Mountains on the San Bernardino 
National Forest.  As the lure of the mountainous winter wonderland appeals to citizens across 
the southland, the Forest Service is asking visitors to “know before they go” by calling the 
local offices for current information on conditions around the forest.   
 
Visitors should be prepared for hazardous road conditions including slick or snow-covered 
roads and always carry tire chains, as they will most likely be required. Also, dress warmly 
and carry extra food and water in case of delays. Keep in mind, cell phone coverage is 
sometimes limited in the mountains. While in the mountains, be aware of your surroundings 
and be prepared for a sudden change in conditions understanding that weather can change 
rapidly and unexpectedly.  
 
The Forest offers many activities such as hiking, biking, skiing, camping, birding, snow play, 
driving for pleasure and gathering firewood.  If you choose to sled or toboggan, be extremely 
cautious. Pick a safe location, well away from roads, large rocks and trees. Also, don’t sled or 
tube in unfamiliar terrain, as drifts can conceal steep cliffs and other drop-offs. Developed 
skiing and snow play areas are available at resorts. 
 
Visitors are reminded that the Forest Adventure Pass must be displayed on a visitor’s parked 
vehicle when recreating in High Impact Recreation Areas and certain developed sites like 
campgrounds, snow play, and picnic areas. A list of designated fee sites and areas is posted on 
the Fee Program website at: http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sanbernardino/ap/  
 
Call ahead or stop by one of the offices listed and get more information: 
 
Arrowhead Ranger Station (909) 382-2782 

28104 Highway 18 Skyforest, CA 92385 
Office hours are 8:00a.m. to 4:00p.m. Monday through Saturday. 
Closed on Thanksgiving, Christmas & New Years Day.  

 
Big Bear Ranger Station & Discovery Center (909) 382-2790 

41397 North Shore Drive, Highway 38 Fawnskin, CA 92333 
Office hours are 8:30a.m. to 4:30p.m.  Friday through Tuesday (Closed Wed & 



Thurs)  
Closed on Thanksgiving, Christmas & New Years Day.  

 
Children’s Forest Visitor Center (909) 867-5996 

32753 Highway 18 Running Springs, CA 92382 
Hours are 9:00a.m. to 4:00p.m. Saturday & Sunday (Closed Monday-Friday) 
 

Barton Flats Visitor Center (909) 794-4861 
Located on State Highway 38, 7 miles east of Angelus Oaks 
Closed for Winter Season, Plan on visiting the Visitor Center next spring. 

 
Cajon Ranger Station (909) 382-2850 

1209 Lytle Creek Road Lytle Creek, CA 92358 
Seven days a week 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., closed for lunch 12:00p.m. to 1:00p.m. 
Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years 

 
San Gorgonio Ranger Station (909) 382-2881 

34701 Mill Creek Road Mentone, CA 92359 
Monday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., closed for 
lunch 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. (Closed Tuesday & Wednesday).  
Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years 

 
Idyllwild Ranger Station (909) 382-2921 

54270 Pine Crest Idyllwild, CA 92549 
Office hours are 8:00a.m. to Noon and 1:00p.m. to 3:30p.m.  Monday through Friday.   
Weekends 8:00a.m. to 4:30p.m. 

 
Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument Visitors Center (760) 862-
9984 

51500 Highway 74 Palm Desert, CA 92260 
Hours are: 9:00a.m. to 4:00p.m. Seven days a week.  
Closed Christmas and New Years Day. 

 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) posts current road condition 
information at 1-800-427-7623. Road closures are posted on the website at 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/cgi-bin/roads.cgi. 

 
For additional information about the San Bernardino National Forest, please visit: 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sanbernardino/ 
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