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Travel Route Forms Due July 13  

Quincy, June 8, 2007 - Plumas National Forest Officials have identified July 13, 2007, as the cut-off date for route 

feedback forms related to the current travel and access management project, known by many as the “OHV trail 

designation” effort. “We have had excellent response and received hundreds of forms since our public meetings in 

April and May,” commented Pete Hochrein, Project Manager.  Once all the feedback has been evaluated the Plumas 

NF will start the formal environmental analysis process in early fall that will culminate in a decision designating a 

sustainable system of OHV trails and routes for both licensed and unlicensed vehicles on the Plumas National Forest.   

 

Numerous questions and concerns have arisen regarding big game retrieval, firewood cutting, and dispersed 

camping.  

 

According to Hochrein, officials of the PNF have decided not to incorporate off road travel for big game retrieval 

because the Plumas has so many access roads available and because California Department of Fish and Game is not 

in support of cross country travel to retrieve game.  

 

Hochrein notes that the current Plumas NF firewood cutting permit does not allow woodcutters to take their vehicle 

off road to cut firewood.   While that policy will not change, firewood cutting areas will be added to each district that 

will allow cross-country travel in order to cut firewood.   

 

Also, he added, people will be able to travel off road to all sites identified as dispersed campsites. 

 

For those who have not reviewed the initial or “first cut” map for this effort, designated routes include destinations, 

loops, spur routes to fishing access areas, favorite dispersed camping sites, and as many linking roads as possible.  

Some of the issues or sideboards that were taken into consideration in the initial cut include: no routes on private  

land unless a right-of-way exits; routes where unlicensed vehicles are allowed and do not conflict with existing use; 

-more- 



 

and routes where other resources were not measurably impacted. Many routes that have special attributes such as 

those noted above or others such as those to favorite wood-cutting sites, may not be known to forest employees and 

included on the first draft map. Interested members of the public are encouraged to provide feedback and identify 

those routes. A feedback form is available on the internet at the website listed below or at local offices.  

 

Effective December 31, 2006, the PNF implemented a temporary Forest order that, generally speaking, continues to 

allow OHV use on existing OHV roads, trails, and areas while restricting cross-country use (between trails, roads or 

areas) in the Forest. In the current phase (step 3) of the national process, once a sustainable OHV route system has 

been identified, including what types of OHVs are appropriate on what routes, an environmental analysis will be 

conducted and is scheduled to be competed by early 2008.  A final route map will conclude the formal designation  

(step 4) with signage tentatively scheduled to be put in place (step 5) in 2008.  

 

More information about the project, including maps, is available on the Forest website at: 

http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/plumas, or by contacting any of the following Plumas National Forest personnel with 

questions: 

• Tricia Christofferson, Feather River RD, Oroville, (530) 534-6500 

• Peggy Gustafson, Mt. Hough RD, Quincy, (530) 283-0555 

• Lynne Ingram, Beckwourth RD, Blairsden, (530) 836-2575  

• Pete Hochrein, Team Leader/Project Manager, Supervisor’s Office, Quincy, (530) 283-2050. 

-end- 
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