Funding for Natural Resource Projects Available
The Modoc County Resource Advisory Committee is soliciting project proposals for financial support under the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000.  

Projects must have broad based support with objectives that may include, but are not limited to: road, trail, and infrastructure maintenance or obliteration; soil productivity improvements; improvements in forest ecosystem health; watershed restoration and maintenance; restoration, maintenance, and wildlife and fish habitat improvements; control of noxious and exotic weeds; reintroduction of native species, and hazardous fuels reduction.  Projects can be on public land or private land.  If on private land, it must clearly benefit public land resources.  

 The Modoc County RAC will have two funding cycles between now and September 30, 2009.  Approximately $248,000 is available for Round 1 funding.  Round 1 of the application process will require a two page concept paper or pre-application, which essentially asks for a conceptual description of the project, partners involved, and estimated cost.   Pre-applications are due by February 9, 2009, to the Modoc County RAC, c/o the Modoc National Forest, 800 West 12th Street, Alturas, CA  96101, Attn:  Dina McElwain.  Following a review of the submissions by the Modoc County RAC on March 2, invited applicants will be asked to submit a full application to the Modoc County RAC, at the above address, by April 13, 2009.  Recommendations for project funding will be forwarded through the Modoc County Board of Supervisors to the Forest Supervisor following the May 4, 2009 meeting. All RAC project concepts must be closely coordinated with Ranger District representatives and other key partners.

Round 2 of the application process will require pre-applications to be submitted by May 13, 2009 with full applications due July 15, 2009.
To obtain a copy of the pre-application and to get more information about the Modoc County RAC project application process, please contact Dina McElwain, Modoc National Forest, 

530-233-8723 or Sean Curtis, Modoc County RAC Chairman, at 530-233-3276, or access the web at www.fs.fed.us/r5/modoc.  Links to other information about the Secure Rural Schools legislation and county RACs can be found on the same website.

-End-

