Lake Tahoe Basin Weed Coordinating Group

Mapping Protocol

2/14/08
· All infestations of less than 0.01 acres (436 square feet, or about 20.9 feet x 20.9 feet) should be mapped as single points.  Assign an estimated acreage or approximate square footage to the infestation and document the number of plants within the plot. Whenever possible, provide the approximate length and width in feet.
· All infestations greater than 0.01 acres should be mapped as polygons or lines.

· If multiple species coexist at the same site, map each as a separate infestation.
· Whenever possible, map parcels separately.

· Revisit and remap infestations from previous years to document changes.

· Provide all data to El Dorado County Agriculture Department no later than December of each year

Continue to collect data as required for your agency.  Additionally, make sure the following data is available for weed group maps:

1. Date

2. Plant common name

3. Plant code (First 2 letters of genus and first 2 letters of species; see table at end of protocol)

4. Latitude and longitude (use your existing datum; provide the projection when reporting the data)

5. Line width (if applicable) based on greatest width infested
6. Age of infestation – new or historic (mapped during previous years)

7. Size of infestation, in units of feet, for point infestations

8. Density (assign a specific percent cover using the attached graphic as a guide; base density on canopy cover)

9. Number of plants (if infestation is small enough to count the plants)

The following data is also very useful, but not required:

10. Growth stage

11. Distance to water (>/< 25 feet)

12. Disturbance type

13. Street address or other description of site location

Plant Codes for Mapping
	Common name
	Scientific name
	Code

	Thistles
	
	

	Bull thistle
	Cirsium vulgare
	CIVU

	Canada thistle
	Cirsium arvense
	CIAR

	Musk thistle
	Carduus nutans
	CANU

	Scotch thistle
	Onopordum acantium
	ONAC

	Knapweeds
	
	

	Diffuse knapweed
	Centaurea diffusa
	CEDI

	Purple starthistle
	Centaurea calcitrapa
	CECA

	Russian knapweed
	Acroptilon repens
	ACRE

	Spotted knapweed
	Centaurea maculosa
	CEMA

	Squarrose knapweed
	Centaurea virgata Lam. ssp. squarrosa
	CEVI

	Yellow starthistle
	Centaurea solstitialis
	CESO

	Mustards
	
	

	Perennial pepperweed (tall whitetop)
	Lepidium latifolium
	LELA

	Hoary cress
	Cardaria draba
	CADR

	Miscellaneous
	
	

	Sulfur cinquefoil
	Potentilla recta
	PORE

	Klamathweed
	Hypericum perforatum
	HYPE

	Teasel
	Dipsacus fullonum
	DIFU

	Ornamentals
	
	

	Dalmatian toadflax
	Linaria genistifolia spp. dalmatica
	LIGE

	Yellow toadflax
	Linaria vulgaris
	LIVU

	Oxeye daisy
	Chrysanthemum leucanthemum
	CHLE

	Scotch broom
	Cytisus scoparius
	CYSC

	Aquatics
	
	

	Eurasian watermilfoil
	Myriophyllum spicatum
	MYSP

	Curlyleaf pondweed
	Potamogeton crispus
	POCR


Estimating plant density:
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