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ABSTRACT 
 
This Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) documents the analysis of the potential effects of 
implementing each of seven alternative leasing scenarios for management of the Federal oil and gas 
estate on lands administered by Los Padres National Forest in Kern, Los Angeles, Monterey, Santa 
Barbara, and San Luis Obispo Counties, California.  The EIS documents existing condition of the 
environmental resources in and around areas considered for lease and potential impacts to those 
resources as a result of implementing the alternatives. The alternatives considered in detail are: (1) 
No Action -No New Leases; (2) Emphasize Oil & Gas Development; (3) Meet Forest Plan; (4) Emphasize 
Surface Resources;  (4a) Alternative 4 With Roadless Conservation Area Emphasis; (5)  Combination of 
Alternatives 3 & 4; and  (5a) Alternative 5 With Roadless Conservation Area Emphasis.  
 
Comments to this Draft EIS must be submitted to the Forest Supervisor by February 15, 2002. 

NOTE TO REVIEWER 
 
Reviewers should provide the Forest Service with their comments during the review period of the 
draft environmental impact statement. This will enable the Forest Service to analyze and respond to 
the comments at one time and to use the information acquired in preparation of the final 
environmental impact statement, thus avoiding undue delay in the decision making process. 
Reviewers have an obligation to structure their participation in the National Environmental Policy 
Act process so that it is meaningful and alerts the agency to reviewers' position and contentions. 
Vermont Yankee Power Corp. v. NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 533 (1978). Environmental objections that 
could have been raised at the draft stage may be waived if not raised until after completion of the 
final environmental impact statement. City of Angoon v. Hodel (9th Circuit, 1986) and Wisconsin 
Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490 F. Supp. 1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980). Comments on the draft 
environmental impact statement should be specific and should address the adequacy of the statement 
and the merits of the alternatives discussed (40 CFR 1503.3). 



 
Contents 

 
 
 
 
 
The contents of this document are organized into the following chapters and appendices.  The chapters 
and appendices are separated by heavier stock paper to facilitate the reader in referencing various 
sections of the document. Table of contents and lists of figures and tables are located at the beginning 
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