
News Release 

Susanville Interagency Fire Center 
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection ! Lassen National Forest    

Bureau of Land Management !  Lassen Volcanic National Park 

 
For Release:  March 13, 2003 
Contact:   Jeff Fontana, BLM, (530) 252-5332 
   Leona Rodreick, Lassen National Forest,  (530) 252-6605 
 

 
 

Spring Prescribed Burning To Begin Soon 
The Bureau of Land Management and the Lassen National Forest are preparing to begin their 

spring prescribed burning programs. 

“Crews will begin igniting projects as soon as weather conditions will ensure safe and efficient 

burning conditions,” commented Chuck Judd, co-center manager for the Susanville Interagency Fire 

Center (SIFC).  “The projects will continue over several weeks.” 

The BLM’s Alturas Field Office will be completing the Day Burn, near the community of Day, 

east of McArthur.  Crews will burn slash piles created during construction of a four-mile fuel break 

along the east side of the community. Alturas crews will also burn slash piles created during 

construction of the Yankee Jim fuel break, about 20 miles east of Alturas. 

Alturas fire crews also plan to burn 200 acres in the South Knob area south of Adin, completing 

a project designed to reduce hazardous fuels and improve wildlife habitat and range conditions. 

Fire crews from the BLM Surprise Field Office, Cedarville, plan to complete a 100-acre 

medusahead (an invasive weed) reduction burn in the Snake Lake area, 10 miles south of Eagleville.  

Slash pile burning projects are planned for the Cottonwood Mountains area, four miles east of Dodge 

Reservoir;  and in the Massacre area, about 30 miles east of Cedarville. 

Approximately 2,500 acres of understory burning are planned for the east side of the Lassen 

National Forest’s Eagle Lake Ranger District, in the Gordon Valley and Dow Butte projects.  These 

projects are approximately seven air miles northwest of Spalding.  

The Almanor Ranger District plans to conduct approximately 750 acres of understory burning.  

Burns are planned on the Betty Sue Project, about five miles north of Westwood along County Road 

A-21;   and at Middle Ridge, southwest of Mineral in Tehama County. 
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In order to complete Defensible Fuel Profile Zone (DFPZ) construction, understory burning will 

be conducted in the Prattville area on the south side of Lake Almanor, and in the Jonesville-Snag Lake 

area in Butte County.   

The Hat Creek Ranger District plans to burn brush and ground cover on approximately 2,000 

acres.  The burns will take place in project areas along the Hat Creek Rim near Ladder Butte and the 

Pittville Highway, and on the Wheel Project, five miles west of Old Station on the north side of 

Highway 44. 

“These Lassen National Forest areas have been mechanically thinned, resulting in reduced smoke 

emissions during the prescribed fires,” said Mike Holmes, fuels management officer for the Eagle 

Lake Ranger District. “Burning will take place on permissive burn days.” 

Holmes added that both agencies coordinate with industrial and agency landowners on proposed 

burn days to limit the amount of smoke in the air at any one time. 

The objectives of prescribed burning programs are to: 

� Reduce the buildup of fuels, created naturally and by management activity, 

� Reduce the threat of catastrophic fires, such as the recent fires across the interior west, and 

� Increase new plant growth, which improves wildlife habitat.  

SIFC officials said carefully-planned prescribed fires are effective in reducing the spread and 

intensity of wildfires. 

The recent Cone Fire within the Black’s Mountain Experimental Forest on the Lassen National 

Forest dramatically demonstrated the effectiveness of these treatments in lowering fire intensity and 

tree mortality.  Initial observations indicate that the treatments helped reduce the rate of fire spread, 

and sometimes stopped fire spread. 

Officials at the BLM and Lassen National Forest said they are committed to planning and carrying 

out prescribed fire and other fuels thinning projects to return public lands to a more natural fire 

resistant state.  For more information contact a Lassen National Forest ranger district office, or a BLM 

field office. 
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