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INTRODUCTION

This visual analysis has been prepared to identify the scenic context and evaluate the
potential visual impacts and mitigation measures associated with the proposed Ski Back
Trail from the top of chair 7 at the Mammoth Mountain Ski Area (MMSA) (near the
garage facility) to the North Village complex in the Town of Mammoth Lakes (Town),
California. Figure 1 illustrates the regional and specific locations of the proposed Ski
Back Trail project. This report is intended to satisfy the requirements of Inyo National
Forest (INF) for a project-specific visual impact analysis by examining the potential
impacts in the project vicinity and evaluating the effectiveness of mitigation measures
incorporated as part of proposed project design features.

The need for alternative trails, including this Ski Back Trail, has been included in several
planning documents and publications. This trail was included in the approved ski area
Master Development Plan in 1981, as well as the Transportation Systems Management and
Air Quality Mitigation Plan for State Highway 203 in the Vicinity of Mammoth Lakes in
Mono County that was adopted by the Mono County Board of Supervisors in 1980.
Additionally, the North Village Specific Plan (adopted in 2000) proposes improved
circulation partly based on construction of this Ski Back Trail.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

No Project Alternative

In this scenario, the Ski Back Trail is not constructed and all other transportation features
remain constant with the exception of the proposed modern roundabout at the Minaret
Road/Forest Trail intersection.

No Action Plus Enhanced Transit Alternative

In this scenario, the Ski Back Trail is not constructed, but there is an increased emphasis
on transit provisions focused on returning skiers from Main Lodge, Chair 2/10, and Chair
4/20 to The Village and other destinations in Town.

The increased transit emphasis is roughly equivalent to the projected level of skiers
carried on the trail originating from Main Lodge and associated parking areas. This
would require four additional buses in the peak hour running only from Main Lodge to
The Village. These buses would have a capacity of 240 skiers. In context, this represents
about 10 percent of the total skiers coming down via private auto from Main Lodge and
associated parking areas in the peak afternoon hour.






