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The Scott Bar Mountain Project is an outstanding example of achieving multiple resource 
benefits including reduction of hazardous fuels, improving forest health, and improving 
wildlife forage and habitat. Utilizing treatment methods including thinning, hand piling, 
and prescribed burning the plan is to treat approximately 2,000 acres over a 3-year period 
of time.   
 
Prescribed fire covers the largest part of the project area.   Thinning is focused on public 
lands adjacent to private property and along a road system that provides the only access 
to residents living within the project area.   
 
Cooperative efforts are the key to our 
success.  The work on public land builds 
upon the ongoing efforts of the local Fire 
Safe Council.  The Fire Safe Council and the 
California Department of Forestry are 
working with homeowners to treat 
hazardous fuels on private land.  In addition 
the Wild Turkey Federation and the Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation have been active 
partners in several of the projects 
recognizing the benefits to wildlife while 
protecting communities.   
 
The first phase of the project consists of twelve miles of shaded fuel break along main 
access roads.  The vegetation is primarily small conifers and ceanothus.  The objective of 
the fuelbreak is to provide suppression resources with opportunities to slow/stop the 
spread of a potential wildfire burning out of the river corridor into the community of 
lower Scott River.  Local residents, with help from the Lower Scott Fire Safe Council, 
have completed work on six miles on private land.  The Forest has completed three miles 
of the fuel break on public land.  The remaining three miles will be completed in 2005.   
 

 Crews have piled vegetation that was thinned 
and cut by hand. 



The second phase of the project is to reduce hazardous fuels on, and adjacent to, the 
private property by thinning, hand piling and burning the piled fuels.  The purpose of the 
fuels treatment is to modify fire behavior from crown fire to a surface fire by reducing 
surface and ladder fuels, and opening up the canopy.  This gives firefighters a better 
chance of protecting homes and containing fire.  Work on private property is ongoing.  
The Forest will complete work adjacent to private property by 2006.   

 
The third phase of the project is a series of 
prescribed burn treatments.  The prescribed 
burns are designed to reduce surface and ladder 
fuels, while improving wildlife habitat and 
returning the forest to a more open condition.  
To date, 800 acres have been burned.  This 
phase of the project will be completed by 2007.   
 
 
 

 
For further information on these and other projects please contact:  Debi Wright, (530) 
468-1264 
 
 

General view of prescribed burn 
treatment. 


