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Wildland Fire Decision Support in the form of FSPro and RAVAR has been utilized in California since 2006.  Over the past 3 years Fire and Aviation in the region has been beta testing models, evaluating the software and providing valuable feedback to the researchers and developers involved in the project.  Many agency administrators, Incident management teams, fire and resource managers in Region 5 have worked with these products over that time. This information has been well utilized in the support of the developing the WFSA, WFIP, SIP, and LTIP. 
The following excerpt is from the NWCG letter was released on January 7, 2009.

“A new wildfire analysis and decision process, the Wildland Fire Decision Support System (WFDSS), is being developed to improve decision documentation, risk assessment/decision support, and operational implementation. This system will replace the Wildland Fire Situation Analysis (WFSA), Wildland Fire Implementation Plan (WFIP), Long-Term Implementation Plan (LTIP), and Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP) and enhance managers’ ability to analyze fire conditions and develop risk informed strategies and tactics. 
The revised policy implementation guidelines will be finalized by early February, 2009. Modification of National Wildfire Coordinating Group program coordination and standards and bureau and agency manuals and direction is proceeding concurrently to support field implementation of the revised guidance. Agencies and Bureaus will define unit requirements and a schedule for full implementation to accommodate differing capabilities. To the extent possible, roll out will be coordinated among adjoining units to limit confusion. This provides agencies the most opportunities and greatest flexibility to build capacity and understanding with internal staff and external audiences, coordinate with state and local air quality regulators, and revise annual operating plans with cooperating state and local fire management agencies.”
Reference: NWCG#001-2009

The formal release date of the Wildland Fire Decision Support software is expected in March 2009.  In anticipation of that release and formal training, it is recommended that the following individuals get user names and passwords associated with viewer privileges: all agency administrators (line officers and their expecting acting’s), all chief officers, all resource personnel that have supported WFSA development in the past, all GIS staff, fire module leaders, and dispatchers.
http://wfdss.usgs.gov/wfdss_proto/faces/jsp/assessment/ProjectList.jsp 
Between now and the formal release date, training materials are being developed both nationally and regionally to educate the field.  Training will occur in a variety of ways including, real time go to meetings, video conferencing, site visits, and real time incident support.  The Geographic Coordination Centers in conjunction with the regional office and interagency partners are committed to a successful rollout and implementation of WFDSS.  I expect to provide the region with WFDSS information with this newsletter every two weeks to keep the field informed on the release date, training, and information related to Wildland Fire Decision Support.
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