Northern California Area Fire Behavior Forecast 

 Fire Behavior Forecast for September 2004
Current Fire Behavior

Critically low live and dead fuel moistures, drought conditions (especially eastern half of No. Calif.), and high fire danger indices are good indicators of the potential for continued active fire behavior in Northern California which correlates well with recent fire activity.  Indicators of actual fire spread rates and growth potential include the Bear and French fires which burned 10,848 and 13,005 acres respectively on the Shasta Trinity Ranger Unit in early and mid August.  Both fires exhibited rapid spread rates, long range spotting and extreme fire behavior.  They burned in areas of heavy fuel loading due to snow damage from the previous winter.  Areas that received light to moderate shower activity in the later part of the month have seen a slight downward trend in fire danger indices and fire behavior potential.  

Predicted Fire Behavior

Very active fire behavior with moderate to rapid spread rates and high potential for spotting should be expected especially during the first half of the month.  The large amounts of available fuels (fuels that are ready to burn) and the low live and dead fuel moistures will contribute significantly to active fire behavior.  Live fuel moistures on all the National Forests have reached critical levels with the lowest values (52% in Chamise) on the Mendocino N.F.  Expect active fire spread in the live fuels as moisture in the plants continues to decline.  Fire danger and fire behavior typically starts to slowly decrease in September with shorter burning periods and better humidity recovery.  However, weather and fuel conditions have been so dry that there will be a significant timelag for fuel moistures to recover enough to make a noticeable change in actual fire behavior.

