
Background 
The Forest Service is reviewing more than 100 
developed recreation sites across the Eldorado 
National Forest, through a seven step process called 
“Recreation Site Facility Master Planning” (RSFMP). 
This process will allow the Forest Service, with 
ideas and information from you and others, to 
provide the best recreation opportunities in the right 
national forest locations.   
  The RSFMP is a tool to help the Forest Service 
align its developed recreation sites with the unique 
characteristics of the Eldorado National Forest, 
projected recreation demand, visitors’ expectations, 
and revenue opportunities.   

Where Are We Now? 
Step One in the Recreation Site Facility Master 
Planning effort was completed during the first week 
of December 2006. This step involved the 
preparation of the forest’s developed recreation site 
inventory and estimates of costs for annual 
operations and maintenance as well as deferred 
maintenance needs. 
  In February, the forest completed Step Two 
identifying  a recreation program niche for the 
Eldorado. The information that contributed to the 
formulation of the niche came from responses to 
four topics that were published in the January 2007 
RSFMP update and on the forest website. The 
questions were: 

1) Understanding What is Unique – What is 
unique or exceptionally distinctive about the 
Eldorado National Forest and/or the recreation 
opportunities it provides? 

Eldorado National Forest website: www.fs.fed.us/r5/eldorado/rsfmp 
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2) Understanding Our Visitors – What are the 
things that Forest visitors are most satisfied 
about? 

3) Understanding Our Communities – What 
is the importance of the Forest and/or 
recreation opportunities it provides to local 
communities? 

4) Of Long Term Value – Twenty five years 
from now, what do you expect the public to 
value the most about the Forest?  

  We received several responses to the 
questionnaire from the public as well as a variety of 
other issues, concerns and comments regarding the 
forests’ recreation program. We then met with 
local private, county, state and municipal 
recreation providers to learn more about our 
visitors and community expectations and how we 
might describe the uniqueness of the Eldorado 
National Forest.  
  All of this information, together with input from 
forest recreation staff and resource specialists, was 
combined to define the forest’s recreation niche 
and develop a map and narrative describing seven 
forest recreation settings. With the help of national 
RSFMP facilitators the forest described what we 
believe is a desirable recreation focus for the 
coming decade.  
A presentation on the development of the Eldorado 
NF Recreation Niche and Recreation Settings 
presentation is available on the Eldorado’s RSFMP 
at www.fs.fed.us/r5/eldorado/rsfmp. The Niche 
statement, settings narrative and map are on the 
following pages. 
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Eldorado’s Recreation Niche 

Golden Nugget of the Sierra  
– Discover and Enjoy 

The Eldorado National Forest offers a wide range of 
landscapes on a compact footprint of land - foothills with 
flowing streams, rugged river canyons, reservoirs, high 
mountain peaks and alpine lakes. Four thousand years of 
human use has defined and enriched the forest. Its place in 
the Sierra makes it integral to community viability, health 
and well being. Today, this gateway forest, pressed by 
rapidly growing communities, has a continued 
responsibility to model sustainability, share conservation 
education and inspire future land stewards. The 
spectacular scenery viewed from historic travelways that 
have crossed the forest for generations, continues to 
welcome and invite new and long time visitors to turn off 
the highway into the forest and experience this amazing, 
resilient place in a safe and well managed way.   

Recreation Settings Map 

Note: Full size and color versions of this map are available on the Eldorado’s RSFMP web site. 

Development of the Niche   
If you are interested take a look at the Recreation Niche 
Presentation on the RSFMP website which includes the 
Eldorado National Forest niche statement, recreation 
emphasis and the forest recreation settings with map. 
Market supply/demand data that was used in the 
formation of the niche statement is also included. To 
view the Recreation Niche Presentation, go to the 
RSFMP website at www.fs.fed.us/r5/eldorado/rsfmp 
and look for the Recreation Niche Presentation link. 
The results of this step will be used in the next steps of 
the RSFMP. 
 
We would appreciate any feedback 
on the draft Niche statement and 
Recreation settings. 



Forest-wide Activities/Opportunities/
Experiences:  
The activities listed in the following settings are only the primary 
activities and not meant to be exclusive. 

Easy (quick) access for viewing scenery and water & winter 
based play and relaxation.  New visitors are invited to learn 
about and enjoy the outdoors. Partnerships with everyone 
who makes an impact on the forest, help provide these 
quality recreation opportunities. 
Wildland Urban Interface – Day use including hiking/
walking, mountain biking, family gathering spots, wood 
cutting and environmental education.   Partners are key to 
developing and maintaining opportunities in this setting. 
Scenic Corridors – Highway 50 follows the South Fork of 
the American River providing kayaking, fishing and other 
water play.  Highways 50 and 88 provide access to 
Wilderness and are dotted with 100’s of recreation 
residences along with water related camping, driving for 
pleasure, hiking, scenic viewing and picnicking.  
Interpretation and education is to be highlighted. Winter 
activities include alpine skiing, snow play, cross country 
skiing, and groomed snowmobile trails. 
Water Focus – Intensely managed water based, 
concentrated use with highly developed sites offer 
traditional reservoir based activities.  Scattered low 
development scale camps, recreation residences under 
permit and rental cabins are included within the setting.  
Interpretation, education and visitor information is 
highlighted.  Cross-country and backcountry skiing occur 
during the winter.   
Wilderness and Backcountry – Some portions are heavily 
used and are easily accessed from major highways. Day use 
visitors flock to these areas. Other portions are remote and 
more difficult to access. Interactions with other visitors are 
likely in the areas near trailheads and other access points. 
High Country – There are remote trails for four-wheel 
driving and hiking. Hunter camps dot the area and winter 
activities include backcountry skiing and snowmobiling. 
Traditional Use – Summer visitors from the San Francisco 
Bay Area, the Sacramento Valley and local communities 
enjoy this setting for hunting, fishing, gathering forest 
products, sight-seeing, and camping in low development 
scale camps.  Motorized use occurs on some trails and 
roads. 
System Ride and Play – Concentrated motorized use occurs 
in this setting. Well managed trail systems are available for 
diverse ridership locally and regionally.  Day use facilities 
support the OHV use.  Equestrian and mountain biking 
routes and some hiking trails also located in this setting. 

Forest-wide Settings, Special Places, and Values: 
This forest with a vast diversity of terrain hosts a high 
number of people of all abilities per acre. Scenery is 
spectacular and water – whether reservoirs or rivers – 
renews the communities downstream and the visitors to 
the forest.  The forest, in spite of it’s close proximity to 
growing urban areas, will remain a place of open space, 
clean air and healthy ecosystems for future generations.  
Wildland Urban Interface – Low elevation forest 
interspersed with private ownership adjacent to growing 
urban populations.  It provides multiple access points to 
the forest for year-round recreation. It is a link between 
communities, the open space for many local communities, 
and everyday escape with opportunities for everyone.  
Some inappropriate uses (such as illegal dumping and 
resource damage from vehicle use) will require a high level 
of continued management presence.  
Scenic Corridors – Historic Highways 50 and 88 bisect the 
forest providing spectacular scenery and water access.  
These highways are a throughway to Lake Tahoe and a 
gateway to forest learning and enjoyment.   
Water Focus  - Summer water, winter snow; this high 
elevation, mixed ownership area includes easy paved 
access to large reservoirs.  These reservoirs are important 
to recharge and refresh visitors as well as providing water 
and power to the greater Sacramento area and beyond.   
Wilderness and Backcountry – Includes the Desolation and 
Mokelumne Wildernesses, the Caples Proposed 
Wilderness, and some adjacent backcountry areas.  These 
high elevation wildernesses are scenic and dotted with 
alpine lakes.  The Desolation and parts of the Mokelumne 
have high levels of day use although more remote areas are 
found further from highway access.  
High Country –  Higher elevation sites with fewer roads 
and less forest management, this setting is highly desired 
for its large trees and natural beauty.  It includes portions 
of some roadless areas, and eligible Wild and Scenic 
Rivers. 
Traditional Use – Some of the first forested landscapes 
encountered as visitors enter the forest.  It’s a landscape 
changing through management.  The many roads provide 
easy access for visitors. 
System Ride and Play – Low elevation landscapes offer 
seasonal (spring, summer and fall) use, a short distance 
from urban and rural communities.  Historic mining roads 
and earlier railroad grades provide some of the current day 
driving opportunities. 

Recreation Settings Narrative Descriptions 



What Is Next? 
We are moving on to Steps 3 and 4 in March.  
Step 3: Identify Operational Efficiencies. Recreation 
sites, such as campgrounds, picnic areas, boat ramps and 
trailheads are examined to determine if efficiencies can be 
under-taken to further reduce site expenditures and eliminate 
deferred maintenance while maintaining recreation 
opportunities. A proposed set of management options (sidebar) 
is developed for each site to reduce costs or provide services in 
other ways.  
Step 4: Rank Recreation Sites. Recreation sites are rated 
through the use of a series of questions involving the sites’ 
conformance with the forest recreation program niche; their 
financial and operational efficiency; their effects on 
environmental sustainability; and their effects on community 
stability. 

Contact Information 
Your ideas about how to care for the 
recreation facilities in the future is an 
important part of the process. We are 
aware that certain sites, even those in 
less than desirable condition are 
important to groups and individuals. It is 
valuable for us to hear from you to help round out our 
understanding of what is important to consider in this process.  

You can e-mail us at: eldorado_rsfmp@fs.fed.us 

Or mail us at: 

RSFMP, Eldorado National Forest 
100 Forni Road,  
Placerville, CA  95667 

Or call us at: 530-622-5061 

  We will keep the latest information on our website. If you would 
like to be added to the RSFMP mailing list or you have specific 
questions or concerns about RSFMP please contact us. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its pro-
grams and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sex-
ual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part 
of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alter-
native means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio-
tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 

Public Comments Appreciated 
Please take a look at these Forest Service 
RSFMP Management Options and give us 
your comments. They will be used to help us 
rank the developed sites. We would also 
appreciate any other options that you would 
like us to consider. 

Change Operational Season 
(increase, reduce, intermittent closure, 
weekends/holidays only, hunting season 
only)  
Increase/Improve Services (Add 
electrical hook-ups, hot showers, water, 
toilets, etc.) 
Remove or Eliminate a Cost Source 
(remove facilities i.e. restrooms, tables, 
water systems etc.) 
Reduce Service Frequency Season 
(reduce number of times per season 
facilities are serviced i.e. toilet cleaning, 
trash pick-up, forest service presence) 
Construct New Site 
Change Operator or Workforce 
(Change to a concession operation, 
partner agreement, volunteer 
agreement, contractor, prison labor) 
Change Capacity (Increase or reduce 
capacity by adding or closing units/
parking areas etc.) 
Site Conversion (Change type of site i.
e. campground to picnic area, convert 
administrative facility to recreation 
facility) 
Decommission (removal of site 
facilities) 
Closure (defer decommissioning 
pending completion of site 
improvements) 
Change Fees (Eliminate fees, reduce 
fees, begin charging fees, increase 
current fees, increase fee compliance 
efforts) 
Replacement/Repair (Reduce 
deferred maintenance by replacing or 
repairing worn out site furnishings, 
convert features to meet accessibility 
standards) 
No Change (continue existing 
operation – forest service, 
concessionaire, volunteer etc.) 

Thank you for your participation in determining 
how quality recreation opportunities can 
continue to be provided on the Eldorado 

National Forest. 



For More Information Regarding Specific 
Eldorado National Forest Recreation Sites 
Contact: 

 
Amador Ranger District  
26820 Silver Drive 
Pioneer, CA  95666 
(209) 295-4251 
 
Placerville Ranger District 
4260 Eight Mile Road 
Camino, CA  95709 
(530) 644-2324 
 
Pacific Ranger District 
7887 Highway 50 
Pollock Pines, CA 95726 
(530) 644-2349 
 
Georgetown Ranger District 
7600 Wentworth Springs Road 
Georgetown, CA  95634 
(530) 333-4312 

USDA Forest Service 
Eldorado National Forest 

Recreation Site Facility Master Planning Project 
Update 2 
100 Forni Road 
Placerville, CA 95667 
 
Contact:  
  Vicki Jowise, Project Coordinator 
  530-622-5061 
  TTY: 530-642-5122 
  Email: eldorado_rsfmp@fs.fed.us 

For more information on this project and 
the opportunity to share your ideas 

contact Vicki Jowise (information above) 
Or visit our website at: 

 www.fs.fed.us/r5/eldorado/rsfmp. 


