
February 14, 2008 Conference Call 
 
The Eldorado National Forest Travel Management Plan Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (FEIS) and Record of Decision (ROD) continue to move toward an anticipated 
March 21 completion date. Work on the project has been steady since the close of the 
public comment period on October 22, 2007.  The Interdisciplinary Team and the Forest 
Supervisor have been analyzing the thousands of comments received during the comment 
period and completing the FEIS. 
 
Jason Nedlo, Travel Management Project Team Leader, said that more than 6,000 people 
took their time to send in comments on the draft EIS. He says that the comments varied 
from detailed original letters to three different kinds of form letters. Of the comments 
received, roughly 1,100 were original letters and another 5,000 were various types of 
form letters.  
 
The letters illustrated a wide range of often contradictory interests. Many were written 
from the perspective of wanting the Forest Service to maintain and increase access for 
public motorized vehicle use, and many others wanted more limited access. Contrary 
interests were also reflected in the seasonal closures and the alternative people wanted to 
be selected. Other sample topics of concern included dispersed camping, parking, 
maintaining more quite types of recreational experiences, and questions about the effects 
analysis in Chapter 3 of the DEIS.  
 
A team of specialists analyzed all of the letters, including three different kinds of form 
letters, recorded them, and separated out individual comments (a comment is distinct 
statement contained within a letter such as: “Include the spur road off  xxx road as an 
access to my favorite camping spot.”). Once separated by type and category resource 
specialists crafted responses for the Forest Supervisor’s consideration.  The comments 
and the responses will be included in an appendix to the FEIS.  
 
“We received a lot of well thought out, helpful comments and we appreciate all the hard 
work that everyone put into their submitted comments,” said Nedlo. “Many of those 
comments were incorporated into the final EIS.  Based on the comments we received, we 
have modified an alternative, supplemented our analysis, and corrected some factual 
errors in the draft EIS.” 
 
The Forest Service intends mail printed paper copies of the Record of Decision and CDs 
that include the FEIS, appendices, maps, and other documents to people who sent in 
original letters. Others will be notified that the documents will be available on the 
Eldorado National Forest website. Anyone who desires a CD can request one by 
contacting Jason Nedlo.    
 
Copies of the CDs will be available at all Eldorado National Forest offices after the 
official release of the FEIS and ROD.  Copies will be available for reviewing at libraries 
in Placerville, Jackson, Markleeville, Carson City, South Lake Tahoe, Georgetown, 
Folsom, Sacramento, and Concord.  



 
There will be another Eldorado National Forest travel management public conference call 
on February 26, 2008, beginning at noon and concluding at 1 PM. Anyone who is 
interested in participating in the conference call can join by dialing 1-866-720-3489. 
Passcode: 9683102#. 
 
There will be more updates posted on this website in the coming weeks. 


