
DECISION MEMO 

WHITAKER PEAK 
CONDOR HABITAT IMPROVENIENT PROJECT 

SANTA CLARAMOJAVE RIVERS RANGER DISTRICT 
ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

BACKGROUND 

The Santa Clara/Mojave Rivers Ranger District of the Angeles Forest is proposing to improve 
habitat conditions for the federally endangered California condor (Gymnogyps californianus) in 
the Whitaker Peak area to comply with the Endangered Species Act and the Forest Land 
Management Plan of 2005. 

During the breeding season, adults are known to ingest garbage and return to the nest where they 
then regurgitate it to feed the chicks in the nest. Because the chicks are unable to regurgitate this 
garbage the way their adult parents do, it accumulates in their stomachs and causes death. Micro- 
trash is the leading cause of chick mortality in southern California. 

In 2006 and again in 2007, the Whitaker Peak area was burned in the Day Fire and Ranch Fire. 
The fires removed vegetation and made the micro-trash more visible. This has put the condors at 
a higher risk. Since this is now the breeding season for condors, there is an immediate need to 
remove garbage hazards from areas the adults are known to utilize. 

The proposed treatment is to eliminate condor accessibility to the micro-trash on 0.25 acre of 
land near the intersection of Forest Service roads 6N53 and 6N53A on the Santa Clara/Mojave 
Rivers Ranger District: TGN, R17W, Sec 29, ?4Sec SW, 1/16 Sec SW (Whitaker Peak 
quadrangle). A one- to three-foot layer of substrate (soil) would be placed on top of the site to 
make the micro-trash unavailable to the condors. 

DECISION 

It is my decision to approve habitat improvement for the federally endangered California condor 
(Gymnogyps californicmus) in the Whitaker Peak area, as described above, to comply with the 
Endangered Species Act and the Forest Land Management Plan of 2005. 

Avoidance and Minimization Measures 

The avoidance and minimization measures included in Appendix A are incorporated into my 
decision, and are mandatory conditions of the authorization for this project. 
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