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Scoping Letter – PCT Bridge at Cooper Canyon

Dear Interested Party,
The US Forest Service, Angeles National Forest, Santa Clara/Mojave River Ranger District, proposes to build a bridge for hikers and pack animals along the Pacific Crest Trail crossing the Little Rock Creek in the vicinity of Cooper Canyon.  See attached map.    

The 6’ wide, 21’ long wood bridge will span from the south to the north bank of the creek.  This bridge abutment will be supported on bedrock and anchored in place using dowels drilled into bedrock.  Construction is anticipated to take place during the fall of 2006.

In order to protect critical habitat of the Mountain Yellow-Legged Frog, and by following guidelines of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Forest Service, Angeles National Forest, temporarily limited access to approximately 1,000 acres in the area north of the Angeles Crest Highway in the vicinity of Cooper Canyon beginning Tuesday, December 27, 2005.  A portion of the Pacific Crest Trail lies within the impacted area. 

By constructing a bridge at this location, contact between hikers, pack animals and critical habitat for Mountain Yellow Legged Frog will be reduced.  This solution will allow the PCT hikers to continue using the trail while conserving the frog habitat. Both are part of the Angeles National Forest mission.

We anticipate this project will be categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental assessment or an environmental impact statement per FSH 1909.15_31.2.1, Construction or Re-Construction of trails.  

Please submit in writing your comments regarding this project to: project leader 

Jonathan Yonni Schwartz, Resource Staff Officer SC/MRRD, to the above address or to jonathanschwartz@fs.fed.us, by August 17, 2006.  

Sincerely,

/s/ Cid H. Morgan
CID H. MORGAN

District Ranger
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