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Bridger-Teton NF Volunteer 


Receives National Award



On November 12, 2004 Landon and Jean 
Beales received the 2003 National 

(Pictured l-r, Bill Lyons, Regional Volunteer 


Volunteer Program Award. These awards 
Coordinator, Jean and Landon Beales)

are the Chief's way to annually recognize, 

compliment, and support volunteers and volunteer related services by employees and local units nationally for their contributions towards our basic responsibility of "Caring for the Land and Serving People".

Landon Beales, a retired physician from Salt Lake City, Utah, and his wife Jean volunteered each summer for 3 years to gather road location and condition information on the Bridger-Teton National Forest.  They covered 800,000 acres and drove hundreds of miles of 4-wheel drive roads during the summer seasons of 2000, 2001, and 2002.  They came equipped with their personal Landrover and camping equipment, spending many nights under the trees and stars.  

The Bridger-Teton needed a GIS core roads layer for planning and analysis of future projects on the Forest.  They also needed to verify tabular road data.  Landon and Jean Beales spent over 4 months gathering the spatial and tabular data needed.  

The Beales were well organized and equipped for the job.  They were enthusiastic about the work and offered suggestions during planning and orientation that enhanced the process for gathering information.  They were trained on the use of the Trimble Proxy GPS unit with the TSC1 data collector.  They downloaded data onto a laptop computer.  When the GPS unit would breakdown, Landon Beales was skilled and often made field repairs.  They also used their personal cell phone to communicate with the office to make the most efficient use of time in the field.  Less intuitive individuals would not have tried as hard or faired as well as they did. 

The work was certainly challenging.  One night at the Fish Creek Guard Station they were awakened by the sound of breaking glass.  Upon investigation they found a grizzly bear trying to get through the window.  Landon courageously smacked the bear on the snout with a flashlight thwarting the bear’s entry.  The bear took revenge by causing significant damage to the antennae, headlights, and carrying rack atop their Landrover that was parked outside.  Even through adversity the Beales continued their work and finished the job. 

For the summer of 2004 the Beales will not be returning to the Bridger-Teton National Forest, but they will be continuing their volunteer work.  The Beales have decided to be camp host at a girl’s camp outside of Heber City, Utah. 

The Beales will be dearly missed on the Bridger-Teton this summer.  We would like to say Thank You for all of the work they have done over the years and wish them the best of luck.

