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1.2 Summary 
The Wasatch-Cache National Forest (WCNF) is analyzing a proposal to provide a quality, non-
motorized recreation trail network that follows, to the degree possible, the shoreline of the 
ancient Lake Bonneville. This trail network could eventually connect communities from the 
Idaho border to Juab County. The segment of the proposed Bonneville Shoreline Trail (BST) 
being considered is located on the west slopes of the Wasatch Range, on or near the shoreline 
bench of ancient glacial Lake Bonneville in Salt Lake County and is within the Salt Lake Ranger 
District, WCNF, Utah. The Bonneville Shoreline is a very important regional trail, yet critical 
portions remain incomplete. In the future the BST would be recognized and valued for its unique 
ability to provide recreation along the Wasatch Front in the face of continuing urban 
development. 

This analysis evaluates the following alternatives in detail: 

•	 Alternative 1 (No-Action): The trail would remain in its current management plan, with 
no new sections added. It would follow Wasatch Boulevard rather than have new sections 
constructed. 

•	 Alternative 2 (BSTC Proposed Alignment): The proposed route for the trail crosses 
National Forest Service (NFS) lands, private lands, corporate-owned lands, and 
government-owned lands. It also includes “connectors” that would connect sections of 
the trail that allow mountain bike access when such access is disrupted by Wilderness 
areas. 

•	 Alternative 3: (NFS right-of-way near Mile High Drive Trailhead in Segment 1 and All 
NFS in Segment 2). The proposed route would follow the same alignment as Alternative 
2 for Segments 3 and 4. In Segment 1, the proposed route for the trail would utilize a 
right-of-way access on the corner of NFS lands near Mile High Drive Trailhead. In 
Segment 2, the proposed route for the trail would remain on National Forest Service 
lands. 

Based upon the analysis of the alternatives, the responsible official would decide whether, and 
under what terms and conditions, to authorize the construction of BST trail segments on NFS 
lands. 

The Proposed Action may have minor impacts on vegetation, wildlife, recreation, Wilderness 
areas, open space, visual quality and aesthetics, traffic, soils, water resources, cultural resources, 
fires, and private property. These impacts are summarized below and are more fully discussed in 
Chapter 3: Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences. 
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