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Bonneville Shoreline Trail 	 PRELIMINARY Environmental Assessment 

6.1 	 Appendix A: Forest Service RHCA and Riparian 
Guidelines (From the Glossary of the Forest 
Plan) 

6.1.1 	Riparian Habitat Conservation Area (RHCA) 

Riparian Habitat Conservation Areas include traditional riparian corridors, wetlands, intermittent 
streams, and other areas that help maintain the integrity of aquatic ecosystems by (1) influencing 
the delivery of coarse sediment, organic matter, and woody debris to streams, (2) providing root 
strength for channel stability, (3) shading the stream, and (4) protecting water quality. This 
designation still allows for a full range of activities but it emphasis the achievement of riparian 
management objectives that are identified on a site-by-site basis. These objectives should include 
riparian vegetation and instream habitat condition. The RHCAs, by condition, are defined below. 

•	 Category 1 – Fish-Bearing Streams: RHCAs consist of the stream and the area on 
either side of the stream extending from the edges of the active stream channel to 300 feet 
slope distance (600 feet, including both sides of the stream channel). (For this project 
area this would include Mill Creek, Big cottonwood Creek, Deaf Smith, Little 
cottonwood Creek) 

•	 Category 2 – Permanently Flowing Non-Fish-Bearing Streams: RHCAs consist of the 
stream and the area on either side of the stream extending from the edges of the active 
stream channel to 150 feet slope distance (300 feet, including both sides of the stream 
channel) 

•	 Category 3 – Ponds, Lakes, Reservoirs, and Wetlands Greater than 1 Acre: RHCAs 
consist of the body of water or wetland and the area to 150 feet slope distance from the 
edge of the maximum pool elevation of constructed ponds and reservoirs or from the 
edge of the wetland, pond or lake, (There is no Category 3 habitat in the project area) 

•	 Category 4 – Seasonally Flowing or Intermittent Streams, Wetlands Less than 1 
Acre, Landslides, and Landslide-Prone Areas: This category includes features with 
high variability in size and site-specific characteristics. At a minimum the interim 
RHCAs must include, landslides and landslide-prone areas, 100 feet slope distance in 
watersheds containing Bonneville or Colorado River cutthroat trout, and 50 feet slope 
distance for watersheds not containing Bonneville or Colorado River cutthroat trout. 
(There are numerous category 4 RHCAs in the project area.) 

6.1.2 	Riparian zone 

Those terrestrial areas where the vegetation complex and microclimate conditions are products of 
the combined present and influx of perennial and/or intermittent water, associated high 
water table, and soils that exhibit some wetness characteristics. Normally used to refer to 
the zone within which plants grow rooted in the water table of these rivers, streams, lakes, 
ponds, reservoirs, springs, marshes, seeps, bogs, and wet meadows. 
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