
Bonneville Shoreline Trail 	 PRELIMINARY Environmental Assessment 

2.1.3 	 Alternative 3: NFS right-of-way near Mile High Drive Trailhead in 
Segment 1; All NFS in Segment 2. 

Alternative 3 is a proposed alignment for the BST beginning at Parley’s Canyon and ending at 
Hidden Valley Park. This alternative was developed based upon comments received during 
scoping. Public comments received requested that an alternative be developed that included an 
alignment not on private land. The Alternative 3 alignment would follow the same alignment as 
Alternative 2 for Segments 3 and 4. All elements of Segments 3 and 4 as described under 
Alternative 2 would remain the same.  

Segment 1: Parley’s Canyon to Mount Olympus Trailhead 
Under Alternative 3, the alignment for Segment 1 would differ only slightly from the description 
of Alternative 2, Segment 1. This alignment is summarized in table 7 and can be seen in figure 7. 

Table 7.	 Summary of Segment 1, Alternative 3. 
Total 
Miles 

Forest 
Service 

Access Points Trailheads Elevation 

Miles Existing Proposed Existing Proposed 

9.94 5.41 0 2 2 2 Beginning: 4948 
End: 5239 
Highest: 6145 
Lowest: 4948 

Description 

Parley’s Canyon to Mill Creek Canyon 
This section would begin at 4948 feet at the Parley’s Canyon Trailhead and then climb the hill 
east of the trailhead, following a power line road, and then turn south to climb gradually to the 
Bonneville Bench. An existing two-track road follows the bench to abandoned rock quarries. 
Climbing into the southernmost quarry on a branch of the road, the BST would then switchback 
up to the ridge above the quarries. Following a local path, the BST would go east into an 
unnamed canyon and climb again onto the ridge east of the Eastwood Hills water tank. Climbing 
east up the face of the ridge, it would turn south again into Crestwood Gulch. Crossing 
Crestwood Gulch, it would turn west and climb to the end of the north ridgeline of Mill Creek 
Canyon. 

On the point of the Mill Creek Ridge, the BST would intersect with the end of the existing 
Pipeline Trail, at the location of the abandoned aqueduct penstock. Turning east again, it would 
follow the Pipeline Trail into Mill Creek Canyon. Intersecting with the Rattlesnake Gulch Trail, 
it would climb to the top of Rattlesnake Gulch to approximately 5981 feet and then descend to 
the Rattlesnake Gulch Trailhead in Mill Creek Canyon.  

Mill Creek Canyon to Neffs Canyon 
At the west end of the Rattlesnake Gulch trailhead parking lot, the BST would follow a power 
line west, paralleling Mill Creek Road to a bridge over Mill Creek. Elevation of the Mill Creek 
Bridge is approximately 5215 feet. This relatively new bridge has striped bicycle lanes on both 
sides, and is well located for a safe pedestrian crossing from the north side of the creek to the 
south side. 
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The BST would climb steeply out of Mill Creek Canyon across the talus of the south wall of the 
canyon, using major rock outcroppings as a series of landings and reaching a high point of 5807 
feet. It would cross the ridge 400 vertical feet above Olympus Hills development on the 
Bonneville Bench, and follow a long, relatively level, side-hill route descending to 5634 feet and 
the covered reservoir and trailhead parking lot in the mouth of Neffs Canyon.  

The Mill Creek Canyon part of this southbound route has high difficulty and should be 
designated hiking only. The terminus of the southbound route at Neffs Canyon would pass 
between development and designated Wilderness managed by the USFS.  

Neffs Canyon to Mount Olympus Trail 
Access would be provided to the trail route at the Neffs Canyon Trailhead at approximately 5634 
feet. South of the trailhead in Mount Olympus Cove, existing housing development occurs at 
high elevations, crowding very steep slopes, and adjoins USFS Wilderness boundaries. In order 
to gain elevation and pass well above development on reasonable terrain, the trail must pass 
through a corner of Wilderness on the south ridge of Neffs Canyon. The easiest climb and the 
least disruptive route would follow the Neffs Canyon water tank road to its intersection with 
Neffs Canyon Creek, and then cross the south face of the canyon at a gentle contour grade.  

The BST would then begin a long southward traverse across the west-facing slope to a dry 
drainage, around another point, and into another dry drainage before reaching a prominent rock 
outcropping. The prominent rock is about 300 feet up a very steep slope above a water tank in 
the development below.  

From the prominent rock outcropping, the BST would continue to climb to find a crossing of an 
unnamed canyon and high, narrow ridge to the south. At 6145 feet this would be the highest 
point on the proposed route between Parley’s Canyon and Little Cottonwood Canyon. 

Southbound the BST would begin a descent into a broad bowl characterized by boulder ridges 
covered with tall, dense, oak forest. It would descend to connect with the top of the “Z” trail. The 
“Z” trail is an old mine road that climbs up Mount Olympus in three long grades connected by 
two switchbacks. The BST would descend the “Z” from the upper terminus to a point at about 
5640 feet on the lowest grade below the switchbacks. 

From the “Z” Trail, the BST would go south along a steep side slope following a dedicated trail 
easement, until reaching the steep slopes above Mile High Drive adjacent to the canyon on the 
USFS boundary. Rather than beginning a switchback descent of the steep west-facing slope to 
reach an old mine road as described in Alternative 2, Segment 1, the BST would continue 
southwesterly through the NFS lands. The BST would continue southwesterly across the side 
slope, and turn northwesterly to switchback down to Mile High Drive. A corner of the USFS 
boundary would cross the south end of Mile High Drive creating a wedge of public land where 
the Bonneville Bench skirts the lower slopes of Mount Olympus.  

There is a private drive extending from the end of Mile High Drive to access two homes on the 
bench. This drive exists under a USFS Special Use Permit. The BST would use this property 
corner to drop over the edge of the bench and access a way around and below the homes. On the 
bench south of the homes, the BST would join an existing path at elevation 5151 feet, and follow 
the path southward. It would then connect with a short section of the Mount Olympus Trail at 
approximately 5239 feet. 
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Trailheads and Access Points 
Same as under Alternative 2, Segment 1. 
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Figure 7. Alternative 3, Segment 1. 
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Segment 2: Mount Olympus Trail Junction to Big Cottonwood Canyon  
Under Alternative 3, the alignment for Segment 2: Mount Olympus Trailhead to Big Cottonwood 
Canyon would be located entirely on NFS land. This alignment is summarized in table 8 and can 
be seen in Figure 8. 

Table 8. Summary of Segment 2, Alternative 3. 
Total 
Miles 

Forest 
Service 

Miles 

Access Points Trailheads Elevation 

Existing Proposed Existing Proposed 

5.30 4.87 0 1 1 0 Beginning: 5239 
End: 5141 
Highest: 6300 
Lowest: 5141 

Description 

Mount Olympus Trail Junction to Heughs Canyon 
At the Mount Olympus Trail junction, the two proposed routes for Segment 2 diverge. Under the 
Alternative 3 alignment, the BST would cut at higher elevation, following the Bonneville Bench 
into Tolcats Canyon, then climbing a steep face back to the bench on USFS land. Here it would 
climb to an elevation of 5800 feet to 6300 feet. It would make its way around the next ridge to 
the north slope of Heughs Canyon. Following contours around 5900 feet, the BST would reach 
the creek in Heughs Canyon where rock cliffs close in on a footpath that follows the stream. 

Heughs Canyon to Big Cottonwood Canyon 
Beginning at a crossing of the creek in Heughs Canyon, at the junction of the existing access trail 
and above the USFS boundary, the BST would climb to benches above the Canyon Cove 
development to reach the steep terrain of Dry Hollow. Descending slightly across a rocky cliff 
face to the bottom of Dry Hollow and climbing the steep south ridge, it would emerge high 
above the gun club firing range located on the Bonneville Bench at the mouth of Big 
Cottonwood Canyon. Staying on high contours around 6000 feet, the BST would remain high on 
the hillside, before descending to the power line that enters Big Cottonwood Canyon. The power 
line access road leads to Highway 190. Crossing the highway and following the south shoulder 
for a short distance east, the BST would reach a bridge over Big Cottonwood Creek into the Oak 
Ridge trailhead. 

Trailheads and Access Points 
Same as under Alternative 2, Segment 2. 
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Figure 8. Alternative 3, Segment 2. 
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