
Final EIS – Table of Contents


CHAPTER 1. PURPOSE OF AND NEED FOR ACTION 

1.1 Document Structure ............................................................................................................ 11

1.2 Project Area ......................................................................................................................... 11

1.3 Current Condition of Vegetation Communities ............................................................... 11

1.4 Purpose and Need for Action.............................................................................................. 13

1.5 Proposed Action................................................................................................................... 14

1.6 Decision Framework ........................................................................................................... 16

1.7 Relationship to Forest Plan................................................................................................. 16

1.8 Public Involvement.............................................................................................................. 17

1.9 Issues..................................................................................................................................... 18


CHAPTER 2. ALTERNATIVES 

2.1 Introduction ......................................................................................................................... 21

2.2 Alternatives Considered in Detail ...................................................................................... 21


Alternative 1 – Proposed Action........................................................................................... 21

Proposed Treatments ...................................................................................................... 22

Roads.............................................................................................................................. 24

Fireline ........................................................................................................................... 25


Design Elements Common to Alternatives 1 and 3 ........................................................... 26

Monitoring Common to Alternatives 1 and 3 .................................................................... 29


Alternative 2 – No Action..................................................................................................... 29

Alternative 3 – Reduced Treatment and Wildlife Emphasis................................................. 29


Proposed Treatments ...................................................................................................... 210

Roads.............................................................................................................................. 210

Fireline ........................................................................................................................... 211


2.3 Alternatives Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Study........................................ 211

Original Proposed Action ..................................................................................................... 211

Maximum Properly Functioning Condition Alternative....................................................... 212

Prescribed Fire Only and No Road Construction or Reconstruction Alternative ................. 213

Restore Top Trophic Level Alternative ................................................................................ 214


2.4 Comparison of Alternatives................................................................................................ 214

2.5 Forest Service Preferred Alternative................................................................................. 221

2.6 Environmentally Preferred Alternative ............................................................................ 221


CHAPTER 3. AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 

3.1 List of Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Activities ............................. 31

3.2 Aquatic Resources ............................................................................................................... 35


Existing Conditions............................................................................................................... 35

Affected Environment........................................................................................................... 38

Environmental Consequences............................................................................................... 39


3.3 Fire, Air Quality, and Herbicides ...................................................................................... 317

Affected Environment........................................................................................................... 317


Big Creek Final EIS, Table of Contents TOC1 



Existing Conditions............................................................................................................... 318

Environmental Consequences............................................................................................... 330

Air Quality........................................................................................................................... 334

Affected Environment........................................................................................................... 334

Environmental Consequences............................................................................................... 334

Herbicides ............................................................................................................................ 335

Affected Environment........................................................................................................... 335

Environmental Consequences............................................................................................... 335


3.4 Heritage ................................................................................................................................ 336

3.5 Range .................................................................................................................................... 337


Existing Conditions............................................................................................................... 337

Environmental Consequences............................................................................................... 338

Private Land Inholdings..................................................................................................... 341

Affected Environment........................................................................................................... 341

Environmental Consequences............................................................................................... 341


3.6 Recreation ............................................................................................................................ 342

Affected Environment........................................................................................................... 342

Environmental Consequences............................................................................................... 347

Roadless Area Inventory .................................................................................................... 349

Affected Environment........................................................................................................... 349

Environmental Consequences............................................................................................... 350


3.7 Scenery ................................................................................................................................. 351

Affected Environment........................................................................................................... 351

Environmental Consequences............................................................................................... 358


3.8 Soil......................................................................................................................................... 362

Affected Environment........................................................................................................... 362

Environmental Consequences............................................................................................... 365


3.9 Vegetation (Forested) .......................................................................................................... 377

Affected Environment........................................................................................................... 377

Existing Conditions............................................................................................................... 378

Environmental Consequences............................................................................................... 384


3.10 Vegetation (Plants and Noxious Weeds).......................................................................... 394

Affected Environment........................................................................................................... 395

Environmental Consequences............................................................................................... 397


3.11 Water Resources................................................................................................................ 399

Affected Environment........................................................................................................... 3100

Environmental Consequences............................................................................................... 3105


3.12 Wildlife (Terrestrial) ......................................................................................................... 3113

General Wildlife – Affected Environment............................................................................ 3113

General Wildlife – Environmental Consequences ................................................................ 3115

Big Game Species ................................................................................................................. 3115


Mule Deer – Affected Environment ............................................................................... 3116

Mule Deer – Environmental Consequences ................................................................... 3116

Elk – Affected Environment........................................................................................... 3117

Elk – Environmental Consequences............................................................................... 3117

Moose – Affected Environment ..................................................................................... 3120

Moose – Environmental Consequences.......................................................................... 3120

Gray Wolf – Affected Environment ............................................................................... 3120

Gray Wolf – Environmental Consequences ................................................................... 3121


Management Indicator Species ............................................................................................. 3122

Northern Goshawk – Affected Environment.................................................................. 3122


Big Creek Final EIS, Table of Contents TOC2 



Northern Goshawk – Environmental Consequences ...................................................... 3131

Snowshoe Hare – Affected Environment ....................................................................... 3141

Snowshoe Hare – Environmental Consequences ........................................................... 3145

Beaver – Affected Environment..................................................................................... 3147

Beaver – Environmental Consequences ......................................................................... 3149


Threatened or Endangered Species ....................................................................................... 3150

Canada Lynx – Affected Environment........................................................................... 3150

Canada Lynx – Environmental Consequences ............................................................... 3152

Blackfooted Ferrets – Affected Environment/Environmental Consequences............... 3154


Forest Service Intermountain Region Sensitive Species....................................................... 3154

Northern Goshawk – Affected Environment/Environmental Consequences ................. 3154

Bald Eagle – Affected Environment/Environmental Consequences .............................. 3154

Peregrine Falcons – Affected Environment/Environmental Consequences................... 3154

Great Grey Owls – Affected Environment/Environmental Consequences .................... 3154

Boreal Owls – Affected Environment ............................................................................ 3155

Boreal Owls – Environmental Consequences ................................................................ 3155

Wolverines – Affected Environment.............................................................................. 3157

Wolverines – Environmental Consequences .................................................................. 3157

Townsend’s Big Eared Bats – Affected Environment.................................................... 3158

Townsend’s Big Eared Bats – Environmental Consequences........................................ 3158

Flammulated Owls – Affected Environment.................................................................. 3159

Flammulated Owls – Environmental Consequences ...................................................... 3159

Threetoed Woodpeckers – Affected Environment........................................................ 3161

Threetoed Woodpeckers – Environmental Consequences ............................................ 3161

Greater Sage Grouse – Affected Environment ............................................................... 3163

Greater Sage Grouse – Environmental Consequences................................................3163

Pygmy Rabbits – Affected Environment/Environmental Consequences ....................... 3163


Neotropical Migratory/Song Birds........................................................................................ 3164

Brewer’s Sparrow – Affected Environment ................................................................... 3165

Brewer’s Sparrow – Environmental Consequences ....................................................... 3166

Broadtailed Hummingbird – Affected Environment..................................................... 3167

Broadtailed Hummingbird – Environmental Consequences......................................... 3167


Species at Risk ...................................................................................................................... 3168

Fringed Myotis – Affected Environment ....................................................................... 3168

Fringed Myotis – Environmental Consequences............................................................ 3168

Pine Martin – Affected Environment ............................................................................. 3168

Pine Martin – Environmental Consequences ................................................................. 3169


3.13 Financial Efficiency ........................................................................................................... 3171

Affected Environment .................................................................................................... 3171

Environmental Consequences ........................................................................................ 3172


3.14 Environmental Justice....................................................................................................... 3173

3.15 Shortterm Uses and Longterm Productivity ................................................................ 3173

3.16 Unavoidable Adverse Effects ........................................................................................... 3174

3.17 Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources........................................... 3174

3.18 Cumulative Effects ............................................................................................................ 3174

3.19 Other Required Disclosures.............................................................................................. 3175


Big Creek Final EIS, Table of Contents TOC3 



CHAPTER 4. LIST OF PREPARERS AND CONSULATION AND COORDINATION


4.1 Preparers and Contributers ............................................................................................... 41

4.2 Distribution of Environmental Impact Statement............................................................ 42


CHAPTER 5. RESPONSE TO COMMENTS


5.1 Forest Service Response to comments ............................................................................... 51


APPENDICES 

Appendix A – Maps ................................................................................................................... A1 
Map 1 – Vicinity Map 
Map 2 – Alternative 1, Treatment Units 
Map 3 – Alternative 3, Treatment Units 
Map 4 – Alternative 1 prescription units with roads. Subwatersheds with RHCAs are identified 

along with boreal toad sites 
Map 5 – Alternative 3 prescription units with roads. Subwatersheds with RHCAs are identified 

along with boreal toad sites

Map 6 – Vegetation Cover Types in the Big Creek Project Area

Map 7 – PFC Classes in the Big Creek Project Area

Map 8 – Lynx habitat map

Map 9 – Elk patch map

Map 10 – General treatment areas with range allotment boundaries


Appendix B – References .......................................................................................................... B1


Appendix C – Timber Management Requirements ............................................................... C1


Appendix D – Glossary ............................................................................................................. D1


Appendix E – Index ................................................................................................................... E1


Big Creek Final EIS, Table of Contents TOC4 


