
NOTICE OF DECISION 
 

USDA-Forest Service 
Uinta National Forest 

Spanish Fork Ranger District 
Tooele County, Utah 

  
The Spanish Fork Ranger District, Uinta National Forest, has completed an environmental 
analysis of a vegetation/sage grouse habitat enhancement project in the Vernon Reservoir Area.  
The project is located north and east of Vernon Reservoir in T9S R5W Sections 14, 15, 16, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 34, Tooele County, Utah.  The Responsible Official, Acting District 
Ranger Duane Resare, approved a Decision Memo for this project on August 16, 2006. 
 
Approximately 300 acres of sagebrush will be treated mechanically. Sagebrush will be thinned in 
a mosaic pattern to create as much edge effect as possible; this would open up the sage brush 
canopy and create a mixed age class of sagebrush. This treatment will also allow the understory 
grasses and forbs that are currently suppressed by the thick sage brush canopy to be released.  
The treated area will be seeded with a seed mix which will include a variety of forbs that are 
desirable to sage grouse and which are adapted to the ecosystem. Approximately 600 acres of 
varying juniper density will also be treated.  Juniper whips, in areas previously chained by the 
Forest Service, will be lopped and scattered. 
  
A fence will be constructed to protect the seedings from cattle grazing during establishment. This 
fence would be approximately 2.5 miles and would split one grazing unit into two grazing units.  
The seeded area will be rested from cattle grazing for a minimum of two growing seasons to 
allow the new plants to become established. The existing pipeline will be extended and a trough 
added on the north side of the new fence to provide livestock water, since cattle would be fenced 
out of their current watering troughs. Two spurs would be added to the existing pipeline and 
small dugouts created and fenced to provide water and small riparian areas for use by sage 
grouse and other wildlife. 
 
This legal notice provides notification of the final decision associated with the project.  Pursuant 
to Earth Island Institute v. Ruthenbeck, No. CIV F-03-386 JKS (E.D. Cal., October 19, 2005), 
this decision is subject to appeal under Forest Service regulations 36 CFR 215.  Appeals must 
meet the content requirements of 36 CFR 215.14.  Appeals must be postmarked or received by 
the Appeal Deciding Officer within 45 days of the publication of the legal notice in The Provo 
Daily Herald.  The Appeal Deciding Officer is Brian Ferebee, Forest Supervisor.  Appeals must 
be sent to:  Appeal Deciding Officer, Intermountain Region USFS, 324 25th Street, Ogden, Utah 
84401; or by fax to 801-625-5277; or by email to: appeals-intermtn-regional-office@fs.fed.us.  
Emailed appeals must be submitted in rich text (rtf.) or Word (doc.).  Documents in other 
formats (tiff, jpg etc) should be mailed in hardcopy.  Appeals may also be hand delivered to the 
above address, during regular business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
If no appeals are received, this decision may be implemented no sooner than five days following 
the close of the appeal period.  If an appeal is received, implementation may begin 15 days 
following the disposition of all appeals.  



If you have any questions please contact Renae Bragonje, Spanish Fork Ranger District, 44 West 
400 North, Spanish Fork, UT 84660 at (801) 798-3571.   
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