SCNF Travel Plan Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

Talking Points

#1. The Forest needs to update its two existing travel plans; the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) is a major step in the process.
The Salmon-Challis National Forest is revising its two existing Forest Travel Management Plans (one for the Challis National Forest 1994, and one for the Salmon National Forest 1988) to meet new national travel planning direction, accommodate increasing numbers of off-highway vehicles (OHVs) on the Forest to protect natural resources and to combine the two existing plans into one. 
 Note: All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) are included in the term Off-Highway Vehicles (OHVs). ATVs are OHVs 50 inches or less in width.
#2. The new travel plan is being developed under national direction.
 National Forests throughout the country are also facing travel management issues and the Forest Service has revised its travel management regulations to provide sustainable access for motor vehicles, including OHVs, on National Forests and Grasslands. 

The Final Travel Management Rule directs the Forest to designate a system of roads, trails and areas open to public motorized use. Once these routes are designated and the Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM) is published cross-country motorized travel will be prohibited.
Note: The Salmon-Challis National Forest is mandated to follow the new regulations.

#3. The public has been involved in the development of the DEIS.
The Forest has completed the content analysis of  316 unique responses (letters, e-mails, forms filled out at public meetings, and notes on maps), that were received from hundreds of individuals and 16 organizations during the pre-NEPA period from May 2006 to March 2007 and during the NEPA scoping period from May 1 to November 15, 2007. The responses contained 1,952 comments that were used to develop 91 public concern statements. 
The information from the public comments was used in developing the Proposed Action and the Revised Proposed Action for the designation of motorized use on the Salmon –Challis National Forest. The public concern statements were used by the Forest Leadership Team and the Travel Planning Interdisciplinary Team to develop issues and alternatives analyzed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

#4. We encourage public comments on the DEIS. Comments must be received by the close of the 60 day comment period following the release of the DEIS. 
Public comments will be most useful if they evaluate the alternatives, identify areas where the proposed designated system does not meet public needs and explain what should be done to address those needs. 
The comment period for the DEIS ends November 25, 2008. 
Written comments must be submitted to:

Responsible Official William Wood, Forest Supervisor,
1206 South Challis Street

Salmon, ID 83467

Electronic comments must be submitted in a format such as an email message, plain text (.txt), rich text format (.rtf), and Word (.doc) to comments-intermtn-salmon-challis@ fs.fed.us with Travel Planning DEIS on the subject line. 
#5. The Forest Service has not selected a preferred alternative for the DEIS. A preferred alternative will be developed for the final EIS after review of public comments on the DEIS. 

“The DEIS is only a draft. No final decision has been made,” said Forest Supervisor Bill Wood.  “We have been working with the public, state and local governments, and various interest groups for two years to develop this draft and we are now presenting it for additional comments. Your comments are important and will help me make the final decision.” News release 9/15/08

The Final Environmental Impact Statement with the preferred alternative and the Record of Decision are scheduled for release in the spring of 2009.
#6. The DEIS includes five alternatives: 0- No Action, 1- Current Designated System, 2- Revised Proposed Action, 3- Recommended Wilderness and Roadless Area Emphasis, and 4- Motorized Use Emphasis.
(See “Summary of the Alternatives”)
#7. Motorized access to dispersed camping sites would be allowed to varying degrees under each alternative.  
“In designating routes, the responsible official may include in the designation the limited use of motor vehicles within a specified distance of certain designated routes, and if appropriate within specified time periods, solely for the purpose of dispersed camping or retrieval of a downed big game animal. . . .” 36 CFR 212.51(b),Final Travel Management Rule.
(See “Summary of the Alternatives”)
#8. Motor vehicle use for big game retrieval off of designated roads or designated motorized trails would not be allowed in any of the action alternatives.
Such use could be allowed on a limited basis under the Final Travel Management Rule. (See 36 CFR 212.51(b), new travel planning regulations quoted above in #7) However;
· “Game Retrieval – There is no support from our group for any special provisions for game retrieval. This position is supported by the Director of the Idaho Fish and Game as well.” Note from Forest Supervisor Bill Wood concerning the position of the Idaho Forest supervisors on game retrieval January 10, 2007.  

· The Idaho Department of Fish and Game supports this decision. “We support the SCNF in prohibiting motorized travel off of designated routes for game retrieval.  IDFG does not recognize a need to harvest game and then enlist motorized means to retrieve that game. . .” IDFG letter November 14,  200 7 Letter #434
#9 The Salmon-Challis National forest will continue to mange cross-country motorized access for firewood gathering under the terms and conditions of the required personal use firewood permits and commercial firewood permits.
“Designation of roads, trails, and open areas. (a) General . . .the following vehicles and uses are exempted from these designations:

(1) Aircraft 


(2) Watercraft . . . etc. . . .


(8) Motor vehicle use that is specifically authorized under a written authorization 
issued under Federal law or regulations.” 


36 CFR 212.51(a), Final Travel Management Rule.
The current Salmon-Challis NF Forest Products Removal Permit states under General Conditions 5; “Motorized vehicles are not allowed off existing roads that are open to the public, unless otherwise specified within this permit.”  
Under Other Conditions 13 the permit states “SALMON AND CHALLIS NATIONAL FOREST TRAVEL PLANS AND OPPORTUNITIES/RESTRICTIONS apply to this permit. Both Forest Travel Plan Maps authorize off road use of motor vehicles only in certain areas.”

