SCNF Travel Plan Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Summary of Alternatives 
The DEIS includes five alternatives: 0- No Action, 1- Current Designated System, 2- Revised Proposed Action, 3- Recommended Wilderness and Roadless Area Emphasis, and 4- Motorized Use Emphasis.
The Alternatives
· See Table 2-10 Comparison of Alternatives, DEIS page 2-21.

·  See the DEIS Maps for route designations under each alternative.
· See Questions and Answers for additional information.
Alternative 0 – No Action
The No Action alternative consists of  the existing designated routes, as shown on the two existing travel maps, including large areas that are “Generally open to all motorized vehicles but some restrictions may apply” (Challis N.F. Travel Plan Map, 1994), and “National Forest areas, roads, and trails open to all vehicles, except where restricted” (Salmon N.F. Travel Map, 1988).
· About 980,287 acres are included in these areas generally “open” to cross-country motorized travel; however, not all of the acreage is accessible by motor vehicles because of terrain features and/or thick vegetation. 
· Under all the action alternatives (Alternatives 1 – 4) motorized routes would be designated in these areas. Most of this “open” acreage would be closed to motorized cross-cross country travel following the route designations.  
· This alternative also includes existing Special Orders pertaining to roads trails, and area management.
· The new travel planning regulations require the Salmon-Challis National Forest to take action to designate routes for motorized use and prohibit cross-country motorized use off the designated system once the motor vehicle use map is published. Therefore, Alternative 0 - No Action is not a viable option and is included in the DEIS only for comparison purposes.

Under all the action alternatives (Alternatives 1 – 4):
· Motorized use would be allowed on designated routes only. 

· Motorized cross-country travel would be eliminated from the Salmon-Challis National Forest when the Travel Rule is implemented and the Motor Vehicle Use Map is published. 

· Unauthorized routes would be restricted to non-motorized use unless the route is designated for motorized use in the selected alternative. 

· Motor vehicle use for big game retrieval off designated motorized roads or designated motorized trails would not be allowed in any of the alternatives.
· Motorized access to dispersed camping would generally be allowed, where displayed on the new travel map within a 300 foot corridor on each side of designated routes unless further constrained within an alternative. 
· The alternatives address various levels of cross-country motorized travel for access to dispersed camping.  In some alternatives routes may be designated for access to dispersed campsites without 300 foot corridors.
Alternative 1 - Current Designated System 

The Current Designated System Alternative would designate existing motorized routes identified on the current Salmon National Forest and Challis National Forest travel maps and also incorporate past travel management decisions made under other NEPA analyses. Existing Special Orders pertaining to roads trails, and area management would be retained. 

· The alternative would designate the current system of motorized routes to comply with the Final Travel Rule. 
· Upon designation of such routes and publication of a Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM), motorized cross-country travel would be prohibited in accordance with the rule throughout the forest, including on most of the 980,287 acres currently “open” to motorized cross-country travel. 
· Currently 2,588 miles of roads and about 1,110 miles of trails are designated open for motorized use – a total of 3,698 miles of motorized routes. (This includes most Forest Service inventoried roads. All trails in “open” areas are considered motorized trails in the calculation of miles of motorized trails, even though some of these trails may not be used for motorized recreation. 

· This alternative would not designate existing non-system or user-created routes. They are not part of the current designated system.

Alternative 2 - Revised Proposed Action
The Revised Proposed Action Alternative would designate most of the existing motorized routes identified on the current Salmon National Forest and Challis National Forest travel maps and also incorporate past travel management decisions made under other NEPA analyses. Existing Special Orders pertaining to roads trails, and area management would be retained. 
· The Revised Proposed Action would designate 2,670 miles of roads and 838 miles of motorized trails for a total of 3,508 miles of motorized routes. Most of these are designated open on the current travel maps. Compared to the Current Designated System (Alternative 1), there would be a net increase of 82 miles of designated roads and a net decrease of 272 miles of trails open to motorized use. Many of the trails that would no longer be open for motorized use are in areas currently open to cross country travel, but may not be suitable for motorized use. 
· The alternative would also add to the system 88 miles of seasonally opened roads that were previously not designated open. It would also shift the types of vehicle use and season of use on many of the motorized trials, particularly in the areas generally open to motorized cross-country travel in the current travel plans.  
Alternative 3 - Recommended Wilderness/Roadless Area Values Emphasis

This alternative responds to issues identified during internal and public scoping concerning motorized use in recommended wilderness areas and Inventoried Roadless Ares. 
· The first issue contends that motorized uses in the Borah Peak, Boulder/White Clouds and Pioneer Mountains recommended wilderness areas would adversely affect wilderness characteristics. Under this alternative, no motorized access would occur within recommended wilderness areas.
· The second issue contends that motorized use on designated roads and motorized trails within Inventoried Roadless Areas (IRAs) detracts from the roadless character of the land.  Under this alternative, no new motorized routes would be designated in Inventoried Roadless Areas. 
· This alternative would designate 2,484 miles of roads and 656 miles of trails for a total of 3,139 miles of motorized routes. Under this alternative there would be a net loss of 210 miles of designated roads and a net decrease of 454 miles of trails open to motorized use compared to Alternative 1.
· This alternative is more restrictive of motorized use in that it offers fewer yearlong opportunities on roads, and is more restrictive of vehicle types on motorized trails.
Alternative 4 – Maximum Motorized Emphasis 
This alternative responds to issues identified during internal and public scoping concerning motorized and non-motorized recreation. One issue contends that designating motorized routes on the SCNF will affect motorized and non–motorized recreation experiences, primarily by eliminating existing motorized opportunities.

· This alternative would designate 2,869 miles of roads and 1,125 miles of trails for a total of 3,994 miles of motorized routes. Under this alternative there would be a net increase of 219 miles of designated motorized roads and a net increase of 15 miles of trails open to motorized use compared to Alternative 1.
· This alternative offers the least restrictive opportunities for motorized recreation.
The Alternatives – Motorized Access to Dispersed Camping
· See Table 2-10 Comparison of Alternatives, DEIS page 2-21.

·  See the DEIS Maps for route designations under each alternative.
Motorized Access for Dispersed Camping

	
	Alt. 0
	Alt. 1
	Alt. 2 
	Alt. 3
	Alt. 4

	Designated

Route
Corridors
	300’ on either side of designated roads and trails. 
	300’ on either side of designated system roads and motorized trails
 (does not include previously unauthorized routes proposed for designation.) 
	300’ feet on either side of designated routes, except the Salmon River Road. includes both system and previously unauthorized routes proposed for designation
	300’ on either side of designated system roads and motorized trails1 (does not include previously unauthorized routes proposed for designation.)
	300’ feet on either side of designated routes1 includes both system and previously unauthorized routes proposed for designation

	Salmon River Road
	300’ feet on either side of road
	300’ feet on either side of road
	54 designated access routes
	52 designated access routes
	300’ corridor from No. Fork to mile 28.7 and from mile 32.9 to Corn Creek.



	Stream Buffers
	None 
	No motorized access within 30’ of stream
	None 
	No motorized access within 30’ of stream
	No motorized access within 30’ of stream

	Acres
	1,123,889
	126,522
	124,021
	106,987
	136,354


1 where slope, vegetation type, and resource conditions would permit such use without causing unacceptable levels of damage. Unacceptable levels of damage may include but would not be limited to excessive soil compaction and displacement; damage to wet meadows, seeps, springs, bogs and streams; crushed and uprooted vegetation; damage to cultural and archaeological resources; and disturbance and/or harassment to fish and/or wildlife.  

Cross-country travel in areas previously open to motor vehicle use on both the Salmon and Challis National forests would be prohibited. 
Parking is allowed as part of the designations of all motorized routes where it is safe to do so, where it does not cause resource damage, and where all parts of the vehicle are within one vehicle length of the road edge. Parking is also allowed in attendant facilities such as trail heads, short dead road segments leading to gates, pull offs, turn outs, and other terminal facilities. Parking would not be acceptable on steep cut and fill slopes, within 30 feet of a stream, in wet meadows and in other locations that may be signed prohibiting parking.  Once parked in a reasonable and safe location forest visitors may engage in the full range of non-motorized activities. Permits are required for some activities such as firewood harvest, Christmas tree cutting, and collection of forest products. Motorized activities must comply with designations on the motor vehicle use map.

Alternative 0 - No Action – Motorized Dispersed Camping 
· The current Salmon National Forest Travel Plan allows direct ingress and egress for temporary campsites with in 300 feet of open designated routes, provided no vegetation is damaged  or destroyed and no streams or wet meadow are crossed. Motorized access to dispersed camping is also allowed in open areas of the forest except where specifically restricted.

· The current Challis National Forest Travel Plan allows motorized travel to campsites within 300 feet of designated roads and designated trails. Areas identified on the map as “A” areas are generally open to all motorized vehicles, but some restrictions apply.

· The Salmon National Forest Travel Plan allows motorized access for dispersed camping within 300 feet of the Salmon River Road, (FS #30) where topography allows access.

· About 980,287 acres are included in areas generally “open” to cross-country motorized travel; however, not all of the acreage is accessible for motorized access because of terrain features and/or thick vegetation.  
· The current travel plans indicate motorized access for dispersed camping on 1,123,889 acres forest-wide under Alternative 0, including the generally “open” areas and the 300 foot corridors on either side of designated routes. 
Alternative 1 – Current Designated System – Motorized Dispersed Camping 
· The Current Designated System would allow motorized access to dispersed camping areas within 300 feet of designated motorized routes, provided that no vegetation is damaged or destroyed and no streams or wet meadows are crossed. 
· This alternative would allow motorized access to dispersed campsites via routes that terminate in dispersed campsites as well as anywhere within 300 feet of designated system roads and motorized trails, where slope, vegetation type and resource conditions would permit such use without causing damage. (This does not include motorized access to dispersed camping on currently unauthorized routes proposed for motorized designation.
· The alternative would allow motorized access for dispersed camping within 300 feet of the Salmon River Road, (FS #30) where topography allows access.

· There would be motorized access for dispersed camping on 126,522 acres forest-wide under Alternative 1. 
· Under the revised travel planning rule - upon designation of the existing routes and publication of a Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM), motorized cross-country travel would be prohibited throughout the forest, including on most of the 980,287 acres currently “open” to motorized cross-country travel. Consequently motorized access to dispersed camping would be eliminated on most of that acreage. 

Alternative 2 - Revised Proposed Action– Motorized Dispersed Camping Access
Motorized access to and from dispersed campsites would be allowed within 300 feet on either side of designated motorized routes (except the Salmon River Road FR #30) provided no streams are crossed and no wet meadows are damaged.  
· Additionally, no motorized access would be permitted within 30 feet of streams to provide stream bank protection.  
· Camping with the use of a motor vehicle would be allowed in designated dispersed camping areas and designated pull-outs along the Salmon River Road.  The revised proposed action identifies 54 pullouts and areas available for dispersed camping.
· There would be motorized access for dispersed camping on 124,021 acres forest-wide under Alternative 2. 
Alternative 3 - Recommended Wilderness/Roadless Area Values Emphasis – Motorized Dispersed Camping Access
· This alternative would allow motorized access to dispersed campsites via routes that terminate in dispersed campsites as well as anywhere within 300 feet of designated system roads and motorized trails, where slope, vegetation type and resource  conditions would permit such use without causing damage.
· This does not include motorized access to dispersed camping on currently unauthorized routes proposed for motorized designation.
· Camping with the use of a motor vehicle would be allowed in designated dispersed camping areas and designated pull-outs along the Salmon River Road.  This alternative identifies 52 pullouts and areas available for dispersed camping.
· There would be motorized access for dispersed camping on 106,987 acres of forest-wide under Alternative 3.
Alternative 4 – Maximum Motorized Emphasis – Motorized Dispersed Camping Access
· This alternative would allow motorized access to dispersed campsites via routes that terminate in dispersed campsites as well as anywhere within 300 feet of designated system roads and motorized trails, where slope, vegetation type and resource  conditions would permit such use without causing damage.
· This alternative would allow motorized access to dispersed camping on currently unauthorized routes proposed for motorized designation (with the same stipulations noted above).
· Additionally, no motorized access would be permitted within 30 feet of streams to provide stream bank protection. 
· This alternative proposes to designate six access routes along the Salmon River Road as well as 300-foot corridors along the Salmon River Road where motorized access to dispersed campsites would be allowed.
· There would be 136,354 acres of motorized access open for dispersed camping forest-wide under Alternative 4. 






