Public Involvement in EIS Process

Following submittal of an initial Plan of Operations by Formation Capital Corporation (FCC), the Forest Service began a public Scoping process for FCC's proposed Idaho Cobalt Project (ICP or Project) in mid-2001.  Scoping is a process designed to identify environmental issues related to the proposed action. An initial informational Scoping packet was distributed by the Forest Service to Interested Parties on July 10, 2001 with a request for written comments, concerns, or suggestions regarding the proposed Project and EIS being developed by the Forest.  The Forest's Scoping process for the proposed Project is an iterative process that will continue until a Project decision (Record of Decision) is made by the Forest Service following completion of a final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS).  

The following is a summary of the formal scoping meeting opportunities that have been provided by the Forest regarding FCC's proposed Project.  Verbal comments were noted, and forms provided to attendees at the meetings that wished to submit written comments.

· Public Information meeting held July 20, 2001, City Center, Salmon, Idaho.

· Public Scoping meeting held October 10, 2001, in Challis, Idaho,

· Public Scoping meeting held October 11, 2001, City Center, Salmon, Idaho.

A Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an EIS for the proposed mining project was published by the Forest in the Federal Register on September 10, 2001.  The NOI invited comments on FCC's proposed Plan of Operations and the Forest's environmental analysis process for the proposed Project.  The Forest also directly solicited comments from all Interested Parties included on the Forest's Forest-wide mailing list.  

Outreach was also made to the Nez Perce Tribe and the Shoshone-Bannock Tribe through formal letters to the Tribal Chairmen, meetings, and field review.  The contact and communication with the Tribes is part of the required consultation process.  

In response to the 2001 public and agency Scoping activities, the Forest received oral and/or written comments from 58 private individuals, federal agencies, groups, Native American Tribes, local governments, businesses, and the Blackbird Mine Trustees.  These comments have been compiled and documented in a Public Scoping Content Analysis Report.  

Since the 2001 Scoping meetings, several informational letters providing project updates and inviting Project-related comments have been sent by the Forest to Interested Parties on the Forest-wide mailing list.  Following submittal by FCC of an application to discharge water to Big Deer Creek  in May 2006 and addition of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as a cooperating agency, a revised NOI was published in the Federal Register on November 1, 2006 indicating scheduled release of the DEIS in 1st Quarter 2007.  The Draft EIS was distributed to the public in February 2007.  

Additional public involvement is invited following publication of the Draft EIS.  Public meetings are scheduled for March 14, 2007 in Salmon, Idaho (Civic Center) and March 15, 2007 in Challis, Idaho (Challis - Yankee Fork Ranger District office).  A sixty day public comment period to accept input from the public on the Draft EIS will run from February 16, 2007 to April 17,2007.

Send Comments to:
Ray Henderson 
Salmon-Challis National Forest                                         1206 South Challis St.                                               Salmon, Idaho 83467


Electronic comments may be submitted in a format such as an email message, plain text (.txt), rich text format (.rtf), and Word (.doc) to comments-intermtn-salmon-challis@fs.fed.us
Date Comments Must Be Received:
April 17, 2007
