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February 13, 2007
Salmon-Challis National Forest to Release Idaho Cobalt Draft EIS

The Salmon-Challis National Forest has prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Idaho Cobalt Project.  The document responded to  a proposed action for a mill and underground mine for cobalt, copper and gold on National Forest System Lands approximately 45 miles south west of Salmon, Idaho.  The proposed project is located in the Panther Creek drainage on the Salmon-Cobalt Ranger District.  The document analyzes five alternatives with proposed surface disturbance ranging from 111 to 324 acres and includes a preferred alternative with mitigation measures for inclusion in the final decision.
Forest Supervisor Bill Wood said, “We are pleased to have completed the draft for this important proposal and are seeking public comments about the Idaho Cobalt Project to help us make a decision.” He also noted that specific comments about the Idaho Cobalt Project will be most valuable.”  
The comment period will be 60 days from the date of the Notice of Availability of the DEIS published in the Federal Register, which is expected the week of February 16. A legal notice will be published in the Recorder Herald (Salmon ID), upon the validation of the Federal Register publication date. The Final Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision (ROD) are anticipated to be completed in the third quarter of 2007. The appeal period and appeal resolution process are expected to be completed by November of 2007. The plan of operations can be approved once any appeals are resolved and the company has submitted a plan incorporating the requirements contained in the ROD.
The DEIS for the Salmon Cobalt Project and a summary of the analysis completed will be available for review at the Salmon Public Library and the Public Lands Center, 1206 S. Challis Street, Salmon, Idaho. The Forest Service will hold two public meetings concerning the Idaho Cobalt Project DEIS; one in Salmon, Idaho, March 14 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Salmon City Center, and one in Challis, Idaho, March 15 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Forest Service Office on Highway 93. 
For additional information please contact Ray Henderson, Project Coordinator, at (208) 756-5231.

