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Greetings:

Enclosed is information on the Hughes Creek Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project on the North Fork Ranger District of the Salmon-Challis National Forest.  The project is being planned under authorization of the Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA) of 2003.  The North Fork District Ranger, his staff and resource specialists with the Salmon-Challis National Forest have worked extensively over the past year with the Lemhi County Forest Restoration Group (a Collaborative Group) in the development, preparation and endorsement of the proposed action that accompanies this letter. This Collaborative Group includes representatives from local government, the rural fire district, economic development, environmental and conservation groups, contractors, user groups, local nonprofit organizations, concerned community members, landowners and other diverse interests.
This scoping letter initiates another opportunity for the participation of interested persons, communities, state and local governments, Indian tribes and others in the development of this project. I am interested in hearing your thoughts, concerns and suggestions related to this project proposal.

An environmental assessment (EA) will be completed and mailed to those who submit comments, and to those who request to be included on the project mailing list.  The EA is expected to be completed in the fall of 2007. 

Compliant with the 36 CFR 218 regulations there will be an objection process before the final decision is made and after the EA is mailed for administrative review (reference 36 CFR 218). In order to be eligible to file an objection, specific written comments related to the project must be submitted during the opportunity for public comment provided during the preparation of this environmental assessment (218.6).  Individual members of organizations must have submitted their own comments to meet the requirements of eligibility as an individual, objections received on behalf of an organization are considered as those of the organization only.
For more information on the objection process or the Healthy Forest Restoration Act, contact the project team leader listed below or you may read the regulations under 36 CFR 218 Subpart A on these web sites: http://www.fs.fed.us/emc/applit/36cfr218a.htm and http://www.healthyforests.gov/initiative/legislation.html.
A public meeting on this project is planned for Wednesday, May 23, 2007 at 7:30 pm at the North Fork Fire Hall, Hwy 93 in North Fork, Idaho.  
Written comments should be sent to William A. Wood, Forest Supervisor, Salmon-Challis National Forest, 1206 S Challis St., Salmon, Idaho 83467.  Electronic comments must be submitted in rich text format (.rtf), or Word (.doc) to comments-intermtn-salmon-challis@fs.fed.us.  If using email, please state that your comments are for the Hughes Creek Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project on the subject line.  The office business hours for those submitting hand–delivered comments are 8:00 am to 4:30 pm Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. Comments may also be faxed to 208-756-5151. Although your comments are always welcome, comments are most helpful to us if received by June 11, 2007.

For more information about this proposal, please contact Ken Rodgers, Team Leader, (208) 879-4154.

Sincerely,

	
	

	/s/ William A. Wood
	 

	WILLIAM A. WOOD
	 

	Forest Supervisor
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