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I. INTRODUCTION

The State of California and various environmental organizations claimed in
a lawsuit (Califormnia vs. Bergland) that the Final EIS for the RARE II
evaluation was legally flawed. On January 8, 1980, Judge Kariton of the
U.S, District Court ruled that the RARE II Final EIS designation of
certain roadless areas in California was legally inadequate. The RARE II
Final EIS had designated National Forest roadless areas as either: (1)
Recommended Wilderness, (2) Further Planning, or (3) Non—Wilderness.
Areas designated for Further Planning were to be evaluated further in the
Forest planning process. Areas recommended for Wilderness would remain
unchanged in Forest planning alternatives. And areas designated as
Non-Wilderness would be subject to other land and resource uses.

The United States appealed the decision te the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals, but thig Court affirmed the District Court's decision on
October 22, 1982. There were no additional appeals.

On February 1, 1983, John B. Crowell, Jr., Asgistant Secretary of
Agriculture, announced that roadless areas previously studied for
wilderness potential would be subject to reevaluation. This required
revigions of the Land and Resource Management Planning Regulations for
National Forest System lande., The proposed rule to revise 36 CFR 219.17,
Wilderness Designation, appeared in the Federal Register on

April 18, 1983, for public review and comment, The final ruling that
roadless areas on Forest Service lands would be reevaluated became
effective October 7, 1983.

On March 9, 1983, R. Max Peterson, Chief of the Forest Service, issued
field direction concerning management of roadless areas subject to
reevaluation during the Forest planning process., Part of this direction
was to involve public participation activities at the Forest level on
roadless area reevaluation.

On July 8, 1983, J. 8. Tixier, Regional Forester for the Intermountain
Region, issued instructions to the Region IV Forests on methods to be used
to initiate public involvement in roadless area reevaluations. The
process would begin with the preparation of maps of roadless areas that
had been inventoried either in RARE, RARE II, and/or unit plans, along
with modifications that had occurred or had been planned since the last
evaluation. Each roadless area also would be described as to its
environmental, wildernesg, and resource attributes. This information
would be made available to federal, state, county, and local agencies;
elected officials; public and private organizations; and the public, for
review and comment during the later half of 1983,

See Appendix A for a description of public involvement conducted in
conjunction with the Forest's planning process.

The Forest's Plan and DEIS were being developed when this change of
direction was received. Thus, the various documents developed during the
planning process were revised and the reevaluation of rcadless areas has
been incorporated into the applicable chapters of the DEIS, which ig
reflected in the Plan.
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Thig Appendix includes site specific information used in the roadless area
reevaluation. Thirty roadless areas on the Forest were inventoried.
Impacts from resource development and road construction sgince the 1978
RARE II inventory are reflected on the individuasl writeups and maps.
‘These inventoried roadless areas comprise about 47 percent of the land
base administered by the Forest.

Table C~1 lists the roadless areas which were evaluated during the
Forest's planning process.

Table C-1
AREAS IDENTIFIED AS ROADLESS OR ESSENTIALLY ROADLESS ON THE
SATMON NATIONAL FOREST

Acres not Net Roadless
Total Meeting Acres on
Code Area Name Acres RA Criteria Salmon NF
13901 Camas Creek* 35,876 849 34,887
13902 Tayloxr Mountain® 49,911 1,631 48,280
13903 Lemhi Range# 159,856 6,358 154,498
139032 Goldbug Ridge 15,305 3,791 11,514
13941 Blue Joint Mtn.* 490 0 490
13942  Anderson Mtn.* 18,577 296 18,120
13943 West Big Hole* 83,118 2,000 81,068
13944  Goat Mountain® 36,954 1,466 35,488
13945 Italian Peak¥* 57,363 7,034 50,181
13946  Allan Mountain¥® 51,672 691 50,981
13501 Napoleon Ridge 60,431 10,248 50,183
13504 West Panther Cr. 39,338 3,223 36,064
135042 South Panther 6,710 0 6,710
13505 MceEleny 5,727 2,065 3,608
13506  Jureano 32,956 7,396 25,506
13507 Haystack Mtn., 12,681 411 12,118
13508 Phelan 12,793 328 12,465
13509 Deep Creek 16,230 10,913 5,265
1350%a South Deep Greek 12,975 0 12,975
13510 Jesse Creek 20,643 4,482 16,161
13511 Perreau Creek 10,281 1,701 8,493
13512  Agency Creek 10,771 5,081 5,690
13513 Sal Mountain 24,206 8,249 15,826
13514 Little Horse 7,620 0 7,620
13515  Napias 9,301 30 9,271
13516 Oreana 7,835 429 7,406
13517  Musgrove 21,648 13,425 8,223
13518 Duck Peak 53,363 4,572 48,791
13520 Sheepeater 47,223 15,021 31,954
13521 Long Tom 23,100 1,467 21,633
Totals: 944,932 111,963 830,469

* Roadless Area is contiguous with other Forests (see Table C-2).



Nine roadless areas gare shared with adjacent Forests. Regional direction
is that roadless areas will be studied and evaluated in their entirety in
one Forest Plan/EIS, if they are located oh two or more Forests. The
Regional Forester also assigned lead reevaluation responsibility for
roadless areas administered by more than one Forest. The following is a
list of the nine shared roadless areas, the acreage on the Forest and the
adjacent Foreets, the identity of the involved adjacent Forests, and the
Foreet agsigned the lead responsibility.

Table C-2 - Roadless Areas from Table C-1 that are Contiguous with other

Foreats,
Code Area Name Forests Net Acres Lead Forest
13901 Camasz Creek Salmon 34,887 Challis
Challis 63,949
98, 836
13902 Taylor Mountain Salmon 48,280 Salmon
Challis 14,940
63,220
13903 Lemhi Range Salmon 153,498 Salmon
Challis 149,629
303,127
13941 Blue Joint Mtn. Salmon 490 Bitterrcot
Bitterroot 65,370
65,860
13942 Anderson Mtn. Salmon 18,120 Beaverhead
Beaverhead 30,331
48,451
13943 West Big Hole Salmon 81,068 Beaverhead
Beaverhead 130,710
211,778
13944 Goat Mountain Salmon 35,488 Beaverhead
Beaverhead 9,454
44,942
13945 Italian Peak Salmon 50,181 Beaverhead
Beaverhead 91,277
Targhee 146,300
287,758
13946 Allan Mountain Salmon 50,981 Bitterroot
Bitterroot 102,286
153,267
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II. ROADLESS AREA DESCRIPTIQONS, CONDITIONS, AND/OR POTENTTALS

The inventoried roadless areas described herein are included in at least
one of the DEIS Forest Planning Alternatives. When there were feasible
boundary adjustments which better reflected the emphasis of an
alternative, the modified area also was included in one or more of the
DEIS alternatives described in Chapter II.

The following format was used to describe and evaluate each roadless area:

A.

B.

Degcription (location, geography, vegetation, current uses, special
attractiong).

Capability (wilderness characteristics, such as integrity,
naturalness, szolitude, opportunities for primitive recreation and
chalienging experiences, and any speecial features). Posgible
boundary modifications also are discussed.

Availability (the area's known resources and existing and potential
uges) .

Need (proximity to designated wilderness, congressional and public
interest in the area for wilderness, and other expressions of need).

The effects of wilderness/nonwilderness designations for the roadless
area, including:

1. Management prescriptions by Alternatives.
2, Effects of Alternatives on the areas wilderness character.

3. Environmental consequences of wildernese/nonwilderness
designations on the physical and biological environment.

A map showing (1) inventoried boundaries, (2) boundary adjustments,
made to delete developed areas identified since the RARE II
inventory, and (3) landg with commercial timber that have been
proposed for harvest.
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CAMAS CREEK

ROADLESS ARFA EVALUATION

No. 6-901 Challis National Forest
No. 13-901 Salwmon National Forest

(Formerly RARE Il Area No. 4-202; also includes part of past RARE I Area No.
288)

Challis Acres: 63,949
Salmon Acres: 34,887
98,836

Description

The area is approximately 35 air miles southwest of Salmon, Idaho and 7 air
miles northwest of Challis, Idaho. The area is bounded on the west by the
Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness, on the northwest by the Silver
Creek Road (108), on the northeast by the Panther Creek Road (055), and on the
north by an area that has been roaded for removal of timber.

The Silver Creek Roadless Area (RARE II 288), which was a part of the Red Rock
Peak Planning Unit, has been included with the Camas Creek RARE II Area Number
04202. A portion of the Silver Creek area, the Black Mountain Management
Unit, was recommended for roadless area management in the unit plan. A large
part of the western portion of the original RARE II Area 04202 was included in
the Frank Church-River of No Return Wildermess.

Accass to the area can be gained from the roads along Silver Creek, Panther
Creek, Morgan Creek, Challis Creek and Camas Creek.

The area is dissected by numerous drainages flowing into Panther Creek, Silver
Creek, Camas Creek, Morgan Creek and Challis Creek. Elevations range from
approximately 5,200 feet on Silver Creek to 10,196 feet on East Twin Peak.
The topography ranges from gentle slopes of benches and bottomlands to near
vertical headwalls in cirque basins. Much of the high country above 7,000
feet has been glaciated, with lakes formed in the glacial cirque basins. This
high country 1is typical of alpine glaciated country. Average annual
precipitation is in the 15 to 20 inch range. The majority of the
precipitation occurs as snow, and spring and fall rains. Temperatures range
from summer highs of 80 to 90 degrees at the lower elevations to winter lows
of 35 degrees below zero at the higher elevations. Acidic wvolcanic rocks form
the bedrock for much of the area. Soils derived from this bedrock have a
loamy sand to sandy texture. Quartzite is the parent material for some of the
loamy sand textured soils.

Much of the area is covered by lodgepole pime and Douglas fir. Subalpine fir
occurs in the higher elevations. Pondercsa pine occurs on some of the warmer
sites. Scattered throughout the Llower elevations are patches of sage and
grass. The ecosystem found in the area is westeran spruce-fir and grand fir-
Douglas fir.

Current recreation uses include hunting, fishing, backpacking, and horseback
riding. Use is estimated at approximately 6,700 Recreation Visitor Days. A
portion of the area is currently grazed by livestock where approximately 2,800
Animal Unit Months grazing use takes place annually.
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The area is separated by road corridors from roadless area #06004 on the
Challis National Forest, roadless area #13902 on the Challis awmd Salmon
National Forests, and #13518 on the Salmon National Forest. It is bordered by
a roaded area on the north and is contiguous with the Frank Church River of No
Return Wilderness on the west. Area attractions include scenics, anadromous
fish spawning streams, and big game, including elk, deer, bear, bighorn sheep,
goats, and cougar.

Capability

The area's east side is bordered by improved roads and timber sales, some of
which penetrate the unit; the west side follows the wilderness boundary.
Several four-wheel drive roads exist in the unit. In much of the unit, steep
terrain makes access difficult. Administration of this unit is shared between
the Challis and Salmon National Forests.

One option to manage the Camas Creek drainage would be to add it to the Frank
Church River of ©No Return Wildermess. The eastern boundary is very
unmanageable due to road intrusions and timber sales. Any adjustments would
cross numerous drainages and would be very unmanageable.

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for the northern part of
the unit. A boundary change could be made along the north edge to delete
intrusions related to mining.

There are no special features in the area. Some portions of the unit have a
lack of visual features on which to orient oneself. Extended back country
trips by foot or horse are possible. The unit is large enough, even if
reduced substantially to elimminate intrusions, to qualify and be wmanaged as
wilderness.

Table B addresses the natural integrity of the unit, and the opportunities for
solitude, primitive recreation, and challenging experiences.

Availability

Recreation activities consist of hunting, fishing, backpacking, trail riding,
and trailbike use. Most recreation use occurs during the f£all hunting
season. Patterns, types, and amounts of recreation use are not expected to
significantly change in the near future. The area's greatest recreation
potential 1is for primitive recreation activities. Current use 1is
significantly below present capacity.

A large portion of the area has good vegetative diversity, providing classgic
high elevation big game summer habitat, Elk, bighorn sheep, and mule deer are
found in this area, as are black bear and many species of small birds and
mammals. Spruce grouse are particularly abundant. The area also contains
important big game winter habitat. There is good potential for big game
population increases within existing habitat.
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Several lakes provide excellent habitat for resident trout, and others have
thhe potential to support fish but have not been stocked. Most streams are
characterized as small, high gradient headwaters. The lower reaches most
likely support small numbers of fish. Streams in the Castle Creek, Furnace
Creek, and Silver Creek drainges influence anadromous fish production in Camas
and Silver Creeks. Mest of the fishing opportunity in the area is provided by
high mountain lakes.

The area 1is located within tributaries of tha Middle Fork and main Salmon
Rivers. The predominant geology of the area is wvoleanic and is highly
erosive. This results in high sedimentation rates in streams during spring
runoff. The area produces a woderate water vyield, resulting £rom
precipitation levels as high as 40 inches a year in localized arsas. There is
potential to improve water quality in localized areas through sediment
reduction and streambank stabilization.

Portions of the Camas Creek, Eddy Creek, and Morgan Creek-Prairie Basin cattle
and horse allotments are within the roadless area. About 2,800 Animal Unit
Months (AUM) grazing use are permitted on this roadless area. With the
exception of a few heavy use sites, much of Lthe suitable range is in good
condition. There are numerous structural range improvements within the
roadless area portion of the allotment. There is potential to improve range
conditions and increase grazing use by about 200 AUMs with additional
development and continued intensive management.

There are an estimated 370 million board feet (MBF) of sawtimber volume
growing within the wunit, with an estimated annual potential yield of 3.9
million board feet per year without other resource considerations. Extensive
high cost roading through steep terrain would be required to support this
harvest level. Annual harvest would be further reduced when constraints by
other resources were applied.

Intrusions which might alter the roadless area boundary include timber
activities and roads near Van Horn Creek, Annie Rooney Creek, Lick Creek,
White Valley Creek, and Panther Creek. There are also roads in the Pats
Creek, Alder Creek, and Spruce Gulch Lake areas.

Two intrusions totaling 849 acres were 1identified within the inventoried
boundaries. One is a mining related access road which provides access to
mining claims north of Arrastra Creek. The other resulted from timber sale
activities in the northeast corner of the area. The areas directly impacted
by these activities no longer meet roadless area criteria amd those portions
of the roadless area will not be considered further for wilderness.

Until access in the Challis National Forest is expanded, only small areas can
be commercially logged. These areas include a 1984 proposed timber sale of
200 MBF at Van Horn Creek, a 1987 proposed timber sale of 500 MBF near upper
Blowfly, and possible post and pole sales. There is a proposal for a 1.6
million board feet timber sale to be sold in Fiscal Year 1985 near Silver
Creek on the Salmon National Forest.

The hardrock mineral potential of the northern part of the area was rated high
in the RARE II evaluation. Subsequent work by the VU.S. Geological Survey has
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reaffirmed this rating. Past mineral production from the area includes gold
and silver. 1In addition, there is a high potential for gold, silver, and
fluorspar associated with volcanic rocks of the Twin Peak and Van Horn Peak
Cauldron Complexes. There are three patented mining claims in the area. The
rest of the area is believed to have little potential for mineral
development. There is little potential for leasable minerals such as oil and
gas.

Several prehistoric archeological sites have been identified and more are
likely to be found in the roadless area. More information is needed to
determine the sigunificance of the archeological resource in the area. There
are some mine structures lecated at the north edge of the unit that may have
historical interest.

There are several system trails in the area. Many of these need increased
levels of maintenance. 4 large portion of the area is used by outfitters and
guldes, specifically during the big game hunting season.

There have been several man caused apnd lightning fires during the last
decade. Most of these were very small; however, fuels and large acreages of
old growth timber provide potential for large wildfires. There is potential
for using prescribed fire to improve livestock range and wildlife habitat.

The Douglas fir in several parts of the area has been repeatedly defoliated by
wegtern spruce budworm. Budworm periodically reduces Douglas fir growth and
kills understory seedlings and saplings. There are endemic levels of mountain
pine beetle, and Douglas fir beetles in the area. The mountain pine beetle
appears to be increasing in the lodgepole pine and a major outbreak is a
future possibility.

This area includes 79.8 acres of private land (patented mining claims) in
Arrastra Creek and 60 acres of private land near the mouth of Eddy Creek. The
Eddy Creek property could be excluded by a slight boundary modification.

Need

The roadless area 1is contiguous to the Frank Church River of No Return
Wilderness. In the wilderness, the majority of existing uses is associated
with the Middle Fork of the Salmon River, the Bighorn Crags, and the Soldier
Lakes area. Outside of these areas, recreation and hunting use are relatively
light and are well below existing capacity.

The area is within one day's travel from the population centers of Missoula,
Idaho Falls, Pocatello, Twin Falls, and Boise. The existing Selway, Frank
Church River of No Return, Sawtooth and Gospel Hump Wildernesses are also a
relatively short drive from these population centers, and currently provide
them with wilderness recreation opportunities.

The western spruce—-fir forest ecosystem has been identified as one needing
representation 1in the national wilderness system; it 1is included and
adequately represented in the Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness. The
Camas Creek roadless area does not represent any unique ecosystems.

The area has potential for recovery of the endangered gray wolf. This area
could serve as a buffer zone or travel corridor for colenizing wolves
inhabiting the adjacent Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness.
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During RARE I this area was inventoried as Silver Creek #288, Camas Creek
#120, and Eddy Creek #137 Roadless Areas. The decision in the RARE 1 FEIS was
to manage these areas for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion
received on these areas during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was
divided. The area was not considered highly controversial during RARE I.

Other public involvement efforts, including RARE II and Senator McClure's
hearing in 1983, showed only limited support for this area as a wilderness,
with 35% in favor duriung RARE II and no serious consideration during the
hearings. It was recommended for wilderness by Idaho Enviroamental groups in
their RARE II Idaho Citizens Alternative "W'.

The western portion of this original area, #04-202, was included as part of
the original RARE II proposal to Congress. Through Congressional action
creating the Frank Church River of No Return Wildermess, the western part was
included in the wilderness, and the eastern portion was released to
non—wilderness management.

A portion of this roadless area (RARE I #288 Silver Creek) was not part of the
RARE II evaluation. It was evaluated in the Red Rock Peak Unit Plan (1975)
where approximately 7,500 acres were to be managed for roadless recreation.
The remaining area covered by the plan was toe be managed for modified timber
harvest and other uses.

The present Camas Creek Roadless Area was not included in Senator McClure's
Idaho Forest Management Act, nor has it been included in any of the additional
or modified wilderness recommendations. The area was not considered
controversial during the Forest planning review of roadless lands.

The following numbers show the acreage adjustments since the RARE II inventory.

Challis N.F. 74,673 Part of RARE II #004-202
~10,724 Boundary adjustments for timber sales &
intrusions
63,949 Total Challis NF Roadless Acres

Salmon N.F. 35,875
- 988 Intrusions and private
34,887 Total Salmon N¥ Roadless Acres

98,949 Total Roadless Acreage
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Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Salmon Wational Forest portion)

This area is not proposed for wilderness designation in the preferred
alternative on the Salmon Wational Forest portion.

On the Salmon National Forest portion, no resource activities are
predicted which would preclude consideration of this portion for
wilderness during the next Forest Plan revision, Mineral potential on
the Salmon National Forest portion is high. Timing of possible mineral
development is not known, but 1f development should occur the area
disturbed by mining and access construction would be precluded

from further wilderness consideration,.

The entire roadless area is evaluated in Appendix C of the Challis
National Forest's Draft Envirommental Impact Statement. The Salmon
National Forest's preferred alternative is a recommendation until the
final decision is approved in the Challis National Forest's Final
Environmental Impact Statement.
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TABLE A. HANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION (GOAL) BY ACRES™
ROADLESS AREA 901

CAMAS CREEK
ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT & ALT 5§ ALT 6 ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11
CURRENT MAXTHIZE HIGH CURRENT
HO ACTION Hoy- MANAGEMENT  CONSTHAIMED PROGRAM WILDERNESS,  WILDERWESS  PROGRAM, 1980 RPA
(CURRENT HARKET HARKET RPA 1980 RESPONSE {-251) CORSTRAINED AMENITY COMMODITY UHCONSTR, HODIFIED
PROGRAM) EMPHASIS EMPHASTS PROGRAM T@ICO. BUDGET BUDGET EMPIASIS ENMPIAS1S BUDGET { PREFERRED}
PRESCRIPTION {(GOAL) {1} (1} {3} {4} €] ta) {11} {10} (2)
LOW LEVEL MANAGEMENT 63,949
CURRENT TRERD 96,045 20,989 20,989 63,949 96,045
CURRENT TREHD AMENITY 75,056 75,056
HIGH LEVEL AMENITY ' 63,949 63,949
HiGH LEVEL COMMODETY 96,045
WILDERNESS 32,096 32,096 96,045 96,045

* The Salmon NF 13 considering 12 alternatives. The nine atternatives that
are compatible with the Challis WF's are indicated in parenthes:is

Ho data

is avarlable at this time {12/B4) on the other three alternatives, except that

an two of them, Wilderness is the chosen prescription
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TAILE B. IMPACTS OH WILDEKNLSS CHARAGTER™

ROADLESS AREA 901

CAMAS CREEK
ALT ) ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 ALT § ALT 6 ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11
CURRENT HAXIMIZE HIGH CURRENT
HO ACTION HON= MANAGEMENT CONSTRAINED PROGRAM WILDERKESS, W1LDERNESS PROGRAH, 1980 RPA
{CUKRENT HARKET HARKET RPA 1930 RESPOHSE (-25%) COHSTRAINED AMEHITY COMHODITY UNHCONSTR. HODIFIED
WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS  PROGRAMY EMPIASLS EMPIIASIS PROGRAM T0 I.C Q BUDGET BUBGET EMPHASIS EHPIASIS BUDGET { PREFERRED)
NATURAL IMTECRITY High. Falrly high. flaghe Ragh. Hagh. Haghe Highe Yery high. Very high. High. Falrly high
APPARENT NATURALNESS
SOLITUBE Cood Fairly good Good Coed Good Good Good Excellent Excellent Good Fairly good
opportunity. opportunity. opportunity. epportunity. epportunity. opportunity. opportunitys  opportunibty. opportunity. oppertunity. opportunity,
PRINITIVE Cood Fairly good Cood Gogd Cogd Coad Good Excellent Excellent Good Fairly good
RECREATION opportunity. opportunity. opportunity. opportunity. opportunity. opportunity., opportunity, opportunity. opportunity, opporiunity. opportunity.
CHALLENGING Cross-country Same as Same as Same as Same an Seme as Same as Same as Some as Same as Sare asg
EXPERIERCES travel and Alt. 1 Alt. 1 Alt. 1 Ale. 1 Alt. 1 Alt. 1 Ale. 1 Ale, 1 Ale. 1 Alc. 1
winter sports.
SPECIAL FEATURES HMountain peaks Sone as Same as Same as Same as Same as Same as Sane as Same as Same as Same as
and lakes and Alt. 1 Alt. 1 Alt. 1 Ale. 1 Alt. 1 Alt, ) Alt. 1 Ale. 1 Alt, 1 Alt 1

rock forma-
tions remain
unaffected.

* Challis NF only.
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TABLE C. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQULNCES OF WILDLRNCSS/HON-WILDERNLSS
DESTCNATIONS OK THE PUY¥SICAL ABD BIOLOGLICAL ENVIRONMENT _l_l
ROADLESS AREA 901
CAMAS CREEK
ALT 1 ALT 2 auT 3 ALT & ALT 5 ALT 6 ALT 7 ALT B ALT 9 AT 10 AT 1L
CURRENT MAXIMIZE M1Gt CURILFNT
NO ACTION NON- MANAGEMENT CONSTHATNED PROGRAM WILDERHESS,  WILDLRNLSS PROGRAM, 1580 APA
{CURRENT MARKET HARKET RPA 1980 RESPONSE {-25%}) CONSTRAINED  AMENITY COMHODITY UREAUS [Ra MODIFIED
EHVIRONMENT PACGRAM) EMPRASIS EMPIIASTS PROGRAM T0 I C O. BUDGET BUDGET EMPIASIS EMPILASIS DUDGET { PREFERRED)
POTENT1AL ADVERSE Slight on 173  Very slight Very slight on Sl:ight on 453  Very alight Slight on 165 Slight on 187 None. Hone. Very slight  Sewere on
EFFECTS OH acres, none on throughout the 791 acres, acres, none on throughout the actes, nNone onL  ACreg, NOBE OR on 323 acres, 435 acres. Slight
S0IL PRODUCTIVITY rest of untt. wunit none on yest rest of unit. unit. rest of units rTeek of unit. none on rest on 22B acres, none
of unat. of unit. on rest of unit
POTEWTIAL EFFECIS VYery slightly  HNone. Very slightly Very slightly Very slightly Yery slightly Very slightly lone. None. Very slightly Slaightly
DN WATER QUALLTY adverse beneficial, adverse adverse. adverse. adverse beneficaal adverse
AIR QUALITY Class IT. Stare Same as Same as Same as Same ao Sane as Some as Closa I State Same as Same a4 Same as
Standards met, Alt 1 Alt. 1 Alt, 1 Alt, 1 Alts 1 Alt. 1 scandards met., Alt. B Ale L Ale 1
113 acresa of Hone. 791 acres of 453 aeres of None. 165 acres of 187 acres of Hone. Hone. 323 acres of 435 acrves of 238 acres of
ACTIVITIES 1IN wildlaife wildltfe wildlife wildlife wildlife wildlife old-grovth wildlife
PLANT COMMUNITIES habitac habitat habitat habitat habitat habitat Douglas-Eir habicat
improvement improvement 1mprovemenk . impravement improvement . improvement. harvested. imptovement
WILDLIFE DEER Insaigntficant  Insignifacant Mederate Slaight Same as Insignificant  Same as Same as Same as Insignifieant Same as
change chanpe improvement. improvement . Alc. 2 change. Alt. 1 Al 2 Alb. 2 change alt. 1
HABITAT
Hoderate Insignificant  Substantial S1gnificant Slight Significant
CAPABILITY 2/ ELX 1mprovement. thange improvement. impravemenk 1mprovements improvement.
POTENTIAL EFFECTS ON very slightly None. VYery slightly Very slightly Very slightly Very slightly Very slightly None Hone. very Slightly Slaghtly
FISH HABITAT CAPABILITY adverse. beneficial. advarse. adverse adverse adverse. beneficial. adveraes

1/ Challys NF only

gf Bo cnange 0-2 9% acre increase, Slight improvement 3 0-4 9% acre in¢rease,
Moderate 1mprovement 5 0-9.9% acve increase, Sigmficant improvement 10 0=24.9%
ancrease, Substantral improvement 2% 0% + acre increase.
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Effects of Wilderness/Nonwilderness Management Prescriptions-Salmon NF portion

Roadless Area

Management
Prescription

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE
(Acres)

13901 Camas Creek

TABLE A

Forest Plan Alternataive

10 11 12 (preferred)

7A Proposed
wWilderness

Non-wilderness®
2A
248-1
JA-hA
3A-5B
3A-5C
3A-5E
3A-5F
4B-1
4p-3
BA
5B
5C
5D
5E
5F

32,096

29,156

3,671

1,540

2,060
4,295 3,917 3,721
30,970
30,592 31,166
1,251

* Refer to Alternative map for prescription description.

32,096

34,160
1,896

895
727

32,006

934

370

i, 487

32,096

611

580

1,600

32,096 34,887

30,018

4,869

2,237

554



Roadless Area

WILDERNESS

13901 Camas Creek

TABLE B

IMPACTS ON WILDFRUESS CHARACTFR

{See Challis wrxte*uﬁ)

CNARACTERISTICS ALT 1 ALT 2 AIT 3 ALT 4 ALT 5 ALT 6
hatural . . H
Integrity - . . ' H H
JApparent :

Naturalness : %
Fairly Fairly Farrly Fairty Fairly . Fairly .
high . high hagh * high + high " high

Sol:itude .
Goad . Good Good Good t Good Good

* apportunity : opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity oppettunity .
Pramitave : . B
.Recreation H . H

* Goad Gocd Good * Good . Good Good H
opportunity : opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity + opporfunity *
Challenging b * °
Experignces B H :
Winter sports Winter sports . Winter sports Winter sports Winter sports Viinter sports -
and gross- t and cross- and eross- and cross= and cross- and cross—
country travel country travel  country travel counktry travel country travel country travel
Special :
Features H ' * :
Yo identified Mo identified Ho identified . No identified : No dentafied No :dent:faied
special special special special ! special special H

. . features . fearures . features features y features features H

== e e e e —————

WILDERNFSS

CHARACTERISTICS ALT 7 AIT § ALT O AIT 10 ALT 11 AIT 12
Hatural : -
Integrity - . :
Apparent . H
Haturalness . : -

Fairly Fairly Fairly « Fairly « Fairly Fairly
H high . high high « high i high h:gh
Solitude H
Good Good Good Good t Good Good .
opportunity opportunity opportunity oppoertunity { opportunity * opportunity H
Primitive !
Recreation .
. Good * Good Good t Good t Good Good .
3 oppertunaty opportunity T oppertunity opportunity * opportunity opportunity

Challenging
Experiences

oo

Winter sports
and eross—
country travel

Winter sports .
and cross-
country travel

Winter sports
and ecrass-—
country travel

Winter sports
and ¢ross-
country travel

Winter sports
and cross-
country travel

Winter sports :
and cross-
country travel

Special
Features

.

Ho identified
special
features

No :dentif:ed
special
featuies

No identified
special
features

Ho 1dentified
spectal
features

No 1dentified
special
features

No rdentified
special
features




Roadless Area.

TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL COMSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSTCAL AND BIQLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

13901 Camas Creek

ENVIRONMERT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 ALT 5 ALT 6
Potential Adverse
Effects on So1l ., H v
Productivity . .
. Hone « Jery slight Yone Wery slight Very slight Hone
Potentral Effects . .
on Water Quality :
. None : Very slight None Very slight Very silrght None

Arr Quality .

. .

Heets ¢lass IT

H

Meets class II

Meets c¢lass IT

Meets class 11

Meets class II

P T

Meets class II

| : state state . state state state state H
. standards standards * standards standards * standards standards .
JPotential Effects . :
on Plant : : .
Communitles : :

: Yone - Tawber bharvest : Hone . Timber harvest * Timber harvest . Hone H
Wildlife Habitat .
Capability - Elk , :
. Insignificant * Slight adverse Insignifrcant Slaght adverse Slight adverse Insignificant 3
. « change * mpact * change * wmpact * wmpact change H
Potential Effects - *
on Fish Habitat :
Capability H . .
. * Insignificant : Blight adverse Insignficant * Blight adverse Stight adverse Insignificant
. change mmpact change 1mpact impact change .
ENVIRONMENT ALY 7 ALT 8 ALT ¢ ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Potential Adverse - N N -
Effects on Soil
Productavity .

None Hone None Hone None None
Potential Effects* . - N .
on Water Quality
None Hone None None Nene None

*Air Qualaty

Meets ¢lass II Meets clgss II  Meets class II  Meets class II . Meets class IT  Meets c¢lass II
| state state state state * state state
standards standards standards standards standards standards
*Potent1al Effects
eon Plant . B .
Communities .
None None None None Hone None
Wildlife Habitat
Capability ~ Eik .
Insignificant  Insignifjcant Insignificant Imsignificant Insignificant Insignificant
change change change * change change change
Potentral Effects f
on Fish Habatat :
Capability . H M
Insignificant Insignmifaicant Insignificant Insignificant Insignrficant Insignificant
change change change change ~ change change

c-17
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TAYLOR MOUNTAIN
ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

No. 06-902 Challis National Forest (Formerly RARE II No. 4-502)
No. 13-902 Salmon National Forest (Formerly RARE II No. 4-502)

Challis Acres: 14,940
Salmon Acres: 48,280
63,220

Description

The Taylor Mountain Roadless Area is approximately 16 air miles southwest of
Salmon, Idaho. The area is bounded on the southwest by the Panther Creek Road
{(055), and on the northeast by the Copper Creek-Swan Peak Road (099). The
east boundary cuts across the Iron Creek and Hat Creek drainages. The west
boundary cuts across the Iron Creek and Hat Creek drainages. The west
boundary cuts across the drainages of Opal Creek, Moyer Creek, Salt Creek, and
Woodtick Creek. Access to the area can be gained from roads along Panther
Creek, Moyer Creek, and Copper Creek, from the Salmon River Mountain road to
Iron Lake, and from roads in the Hat Creek and Iron Creek drainages.

Dissected by the headwaters of Moyer Creek, Woodtick Creek, Hat Creek, and
Iron Creek, elevations of the area range from 5,500 feet along Panther Creek
to over 9,000 feet at Taylor Mountain. Low elevation slopes are between 20
and 50 percent. Mid-elevation slopes are from 50 to 70 percent, and the upper
elevation slopes are up to and over 70 percent. Much of the country above
7,000 feet is typical of alpine glacicated topography, with lakes formed in
the cirque basins. Rains occurring in the spring and fall, together with
winter snows, brings average annual precipitation to 40 inches. Summer highs
of 80 toe 90 degrees are contrasted by winter lows of 35 degrees below zero.

Challis wvolcanic bedrock on the lower elevations forms loamy clay to clay-like
loam textured soils. Higher elevation quartzite bedrock forms the loamy sand
textured soils.

Much of the mid to high elevational country is covered with stands of Douglas
fir, lodgepole pine, with some subalpine fir at the higher elevations. The
vegetation on the lower slopes is sagebrush and grass, with scattered stands
of Douglas fir. The ecosystems occurring in this area are sagebrush steppe,
grand fir/Douglas fir, and western spruce fir.

Recreation uses estimated at 2,700 recreation visitor days in 1982 include
hunting, fishing, bactkpacking, and horseback riding.

The area contains man-made elements such as fences, water developments, and
terracing.

Taylor Mountain is separated from roadless area 901 on its western boundary by
the Morgan Creek/Panther Creek road corridor and is bordered on the north and
east boundaries by lands of the Challis and Salmon Naticonal Forests. The
southern boundary abuts against BLM administered lands.

The highly scenic Hat Creek Lakes area in the southern portion of the area
receives the heaviest use.
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Capability

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this unit. Roadless
Area size is not a factor, existing and proposed intrusions related to timber
harvest could easily be deleted by boundary changes.

Table B addresses the natural integrity of the unit, and the opportunities for
solitude, primitive recreation, and challenging experiences.

Availability

Patterns, types, and amounts of recreation use are not expected to change,
regardless of the classification of the unit. The greatest potential for
recreation opportunities occurs in the vicinity of the Hat Creek Lakes.

This area contains both key elk summer and winter range for the 200-250
animals in the Moyer Creek elk herd. Mule deer and black bear are commonly
observed, and mountain goats are present within the area. The cover forage
ratio on the upper portion of the Moyer Creek drainage is heavy to cover, thus
big game habitat quality is below optimum.

There are several lakes within this area that provide suitable habitat for
resident trout. One lake contains a population of Arctic grayling which are
unique and found in only one other area on the Salmon National Forest.

Several streams within the area provide habitat for trout. Habitat conditions
within the lakes and streams are generally excellent. Fishing use in the
lakes is moderate to light. Opal Lake and the Hat Creek Lakes receive the
major portion of recreational use. The quality of lake fishing is excellent.
Stream use is light and quality is fair.

The area lies within the headwaters of several streams tributary to Panther
Creek, as well as the headwaters of two large drainages which are directly
tributary to the Main Salmon River. Landforms in much of the area are typical
of glaciated terrain and several small glacial lakes are found in the area.
Water yield is moderate in the area. Watershed conditions in the area are
generally excellent, as is water quality.

Portions of five cattle and horse grazing allotments occur within the boundary
of the roadless area, including Deer~Iron, Hat Creek, Morgan Creek-Prairie
Basin, Formey, and Williams basin-Napias Creek. Approximately 3,000 animal
unit months of use are permitted within the boundary of the roadless area.
Fifteen water developments and 18.4 miles of fence are witin the boundary.

The majority of the suitable range is rated as good, with small amounts of
excellent, fair, and poor condition range.

An estimated 122 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock volume within
the area have an estimated potential annual yield of 1.6 millaion board feet
per year.

This potential timber harvest would be reduced due to constraints by other
resource needs, such as wildlife habitat, watershed, recreation, etc., and due
to the cost of harvesting timber on steep slopes, the marginal quality of the
sawtimber and the high cost of road access.

There is an existing intrusion on the northern boundary of the unit resulting
from timber sales in 1972 and 1976, which harvested approximately two million
board feet of timber from within the area. A small intrusion exists in the
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southwest resulting from a small lodgepole pine timber sale in 1978. Two
small intrusions on the eastern border are a result of timber harvest in 1965
that was erroneously included in the original roadless area review. The final
acreage calculated for this roadless unit was adjusted to exclude these
intrusions. A timber sale of approximately six million board feet is planned
for Fiscal Year 1985 in the northern portion.

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated as moderate in the RARE
11 evaluation. Subsequent work by the U.S. Geological Survey puts this idea
into a high potential category. There has been no mineral production from
this area; however, mining claim owners are continuing assessment work. There
is a high potential for gold and silver deposits associated with the volcanics
of the Van Horn Peak cauldron complex. The Blackbird cobalt-copper trend
passes through the northerumost portion of the area. There is no known
pokential for currently leasable minerals.

Little is known about the existence of prehistoric cultural resources. The
potential would be considered moderate in major drainage bottoms and along the
Salmon River Mountain road, and low elsewhere. The potential for the
extstence of historic cultural resources is unknown, though the Thundey
Mountain Trail (mining related) passes along the north edge of this unit.

This area includes seven system trails for a total of 18.9 miles, and two
system roads within intrusion areas for a total of 5.3 miles. There also is
0.6 mile of non-system road, and a Special Use Ditch permit of 0.5 mile within
the intrusion area. Part of the area has previously been (but is not now)
under permit for outfitter/guide purposes.

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is light in the area.

The area is predominantly a lodgepole pine type. There was a mountain pine
beetle epidemic in the lodgepole pine and whitebark pine about 50 years ago,
and conditions are developing which favor another outbreak. Douglas fir
stands in Little Hat Creek are deteriorating due to dwarf mistletoe.

There are no private lands within the area.
Need

The Taylor Mountailn Roadless Area is located approximately 12 air miles from
the Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness. The portion of the wilderness
nearest this area generally receives light use.

The roadless area is located approximately 25 road miles from Salmon, Idaho,
165 miles from Idaho Falls, Idahe, and 155 miles from Missoula, Montana.

During RARE I, this area was inventoried as the Hat Creek #309, Moyer Peak
#278, and Table Mountain #140 Roadless Areas. The decision i1n the RARE I FEIS
was to manage these areas for non-wildermess resource development. Public
opinion received on these areas during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was
divided. The area was not considered highly controversial during RARE I.
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The Hat Creek #309, Moyer Peak #278, and Table Mountain #140 Roadless Areas
were inventoried and evaluated in RARE II as the Taylor Mountain #04-502
Roadless Areas. The decision in the RARE II FEIS was to manage these lands
for non—wilderness resocurce development. The public opinion was for non-
wilderness uses for the area. The wilderness/non-wildermess issue was not
highly controversial.

The area does not appear to represent any unique ecosystems.

During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wildermess Act
establishing the River of No Return Wilderness (Public Law 996-312 - July 23,
1980), the House/Senate Joint Committee in comnsideration of 5.2009 did express
an opinion on page PS~9 of their Conference Report that the area will "remain
subject to sustained yield multiple use management under the statutes and
regulations generally applicable to all non-wilderuness National Forest system
lands”.

Senator MeClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in Coeur d'Aleune,
Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. Prior to these meetings,
the Senator sent out a constituent letter with four proposals, i.e., the
Forest Service RARE II, Forest Industries, other commodity user gropps, and
the 1979 Idaho Wildlife Federatiom proposal. Following the hearings, Senator
McClure has received additional imput from environmental groups and the
Governor of Idaho. The envirommental groups and Governor Evans have included
these areas in their wilderness proposals. The Idaho Fish and Game Commission
provided input to Governor Evans for both wilderness and roadless management
areas over the State. They did not include this area in their proposal.
Additional input from individuals favored either wilderness or non—wilderness
designation for this roadless unit.

The following numbers show acreage adjustments made since the RARE II
inventory for the Challis National Forest.

17,480 RARE 1I acreage

16,941 Acreage recalculation
=2,001 Timber sale intrusions
14,940 Present roadless acreage

For the Salmon National Forest the adjustments made since RARE IT are:

48,105 RARE 11 acreage

49,911 Acreage recalculation
-1,631 Intrusions

48,280 Present roadless acreage
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Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Salmon National Forest portion)

This area is not proposed for wilderness designation in the preferred
alternative,

Some resource activities would occur on about 25 percent of the area
which would preclude those portions where activities occurred from
consideration for wilderness during the next Plan revision. Most of the
unit will retain its wilderness attributes and be available for
wilderness evaluation during the next Plan revision. Mineral potential
is low.
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Effects of Wilderness/Nonwilderness Management Prescriptions

TABLE A
MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE
(Acres)

Roadless Area 13902 Forest Plan Alternative

06902 Taylor Mountain (Compatible Challis NF Alternatives are in parentheses
Management
Prescription 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 (preferred)

(1Y (2)_ (33 (i (6) (5) 9} (8) (11)
Salmon NF
TA Proposed
Wilderness 12,553 23,174 23,174 35,727 35,727 35.727 48,280

Challis NF
Proposed Wilderness 14,940 14,940
Total 12,553 23,174 23,174 35,727 35,727 50,667 63,220
Salmon NF
Nonwilderness®*
24 42,550 21,608
3A-5A 1,134
3A-5B 3,161 15,028
3A-5C 2,814
3A-5E 4,273 6,925 2,945 5,996
ha 533 500 1,166 304
4p-1 6,546 2,031 6,863 5,979 3,645 2,608 1,806 3,396
4B-3 5,152
S5A 3,008 3,536 212 713
58 27.818 5,449 15,285 25,494 9,412 7.877
5C 19,009 31,429 11,056 hol 319
5D 1,426 2,489 1,931
5E 4,387 4,377 1,801 2,308 398
5F 5,946 1,527
8a 2,595 5,682 1,678 1,566 5,751 1,353 5.8%52 1,838 3,996
Challis NF
Nonwilderness2/ 14,940 14,940 14,940 14,940 14,940 14,940 14,940

* See Alternative map for prescription description.

1/ Twe Challis NF Alternatives are not compatible with Salmon NP Alternatives Neirther Alternative proposes
wilderness

2/ Nonwilderness prescriptions for the Challlis NF portions of the roadless area are analyzed in the Chaliis NF DEIS



Roadless Area
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TABLE B

ILPACTS ON UILDERNESS CHARACTER

13902 Taylor Fountain

WILDERNESS
CHARACTEPISTICS ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 ALT 5 ALT &
Hatural H .
tIntegraty - H * High wn core . H ’
Apparent : ared. H :
sNaturalness Hoderate + Loy 1n Fairly high * Low Low Farrly high
H . TEMaAL1N1NE areg. * ¢
*Solitude : .
H : Some Good * Good : Ho No Good
T opportunity opportunity opportunity : apportuncty apportunity t opportunity
. H 1n core arvea. °* H .
H H ¢ llo oppertunity H H
. H in zenaining ¢ H . H
3 : area. . -
tPrimitave H . : H
:Recreation Good oppor- H :
. Some t tunity in Some o No . Scme '
b4 opportunity core area. T opportunaty opportunity oppertunity : opportumity -
" Ho opportunity . . H
H T 10 remalning B .
* . areas, >
Challenging : . H
:Experiences . H . H .
H . Little * Lattle Little * Lattle Little Little .
I or mo or no or no ¢ or. no or no . OF ho H
H : ogCurrence ceeurrence occurrence 1 ocourrence . occurrence 1 occurrence
+8pecial H H H
tFeatures : : H H
: + Mountain Mountain Hountain 3 Mountain * Mountain ¢ Mountain
H * lakes lakes lakes 1 lakes « lakes : lakes
unzaffected unaffected unaffected t unaffected unaffected * unaffected
WILDERNESS
CHARACTERISTICS AIT 7 AIT B ALT 9 AIT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Natural -
JIntegraty - *
Apparent .
JHaturalness H .
. - Pairly Fairly Fairly Fairly : Fairly Fairly
high : high high high * hagh * high
:Solitude : H H
: Good « Good * Good Good : Gaod Good
- opportunity opportunity oppertuntty opportunity opportunity opportunity
Primitaive
Recreation
H * Some Some Some . Some Sone Some
. opporfunity cpportunity opportunity + opportunity opportunity opportunity
Challenging . .
.Expertrences f
. : Little . Little Little Little Little Little
. t or no or no or no or no or no or no
. . Qccurrence otocurretce + acgurrence * occurrence . ogcurrence occurrence
Special .
Features
: Mountain Mountain Hountain Hountain Mountain Hountain
H . lakes lakes lakes . lakes lakes . lakes
. unaffected unaffected unaffected , unaffected unaffected unaffected
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Roadless Ares

TABLE C

ENVIRCNMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

13902 Taylor Mountain

ENVIRONMENT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 ALT 5 ALT 6
Potential Adverse .
Effects on Seil . : *
Praductivity H B

: Very slight Slaght None Moderate Moderate None
Potential Effects H . H
ton Water Quality . ' ' : .

Very slight Slight Nohe Hoderate Moderate None H

PRrTT

o0 e 4
e wa

Air Quality

Heets class I1

Heets clasgs II

Meets class IX

Heets class I1

Heets class IL

Heets c¢lass II

state state state sktate { state t state
H standards * gptandards standards : standards : standards * standards .
.Potantial Effects .
.on Plant . . . .
:Communities . .
H Timber harvest Timber harvest Hone Trmber harvest Timber harvest None
Wildlife Habitat . . H
.Capabalaty - Elk H : . H
. Insignificant Slight adverse  Insignaficant Moderate ad~ - Moderate ad-~ Insignificant :
t change impact change verse impact . verse impact change 4
Potential Effects H :
on Fish Habitat
.Capabilaty . : . .
: Insignificant Blight adverse Insignaficant Moderate ad=- Moderate ad- Insignificant :
: change . 1mpact change verse impact verse impact change
ENVIRONMENT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
*Potentaal Adverse.
Effects on Sorl
sProductivity ’ H
. : Very slight Hone None None None Very slight
.Potentaal Effects .
on Water Quality . . * .
None None Nonre - None Hone None .

o e

. e

*Arr Quality

T

Meets class II

Meets class IIX

Meets class II

Meets class II

Meets class II

Meets class 11

. slate * state * state * state * state * state M
. standards standards standards standards standards standards .
Potential Effects.
«on Plant H .
Communities H .
+ Timber harvest None None Hone Hone Timber harvest
Wildlife Habitat
Capability - Elk .
TInsignifrcant Insignifpcant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant
t change change change change change change
.Potent1al Effects : N
on Fish Habitat . . .
Capabality H H . -
Insigaificant Insignificant Insignifrcant Insignificant Insagnificant Insignificant
change change change change change change
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TABLE A. MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION (GOAL) BY ACRES
RDADLESS AREA $02
TAYLOR HMOUKTAIN
(Challis N F Portiom)

ALT 1 AT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 ALT 5 ALT & ALT 7 ALT B ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11
CURRENT MAXIMIZE HIGH CURRENT
RO ACTION HON- MAHAGEMENT  CONSTRAINED PRUGRAM WILOERNESS, WILDERNCSS PRECRAM, 1980 RPA
(CURRENT HARKFT MARRET RPA 1980 RESPONSE (-252) CONSTRAINED AMLNITY COMMOBITY URCDNSTR, MOBIFEED
PRESGRIPTION {GOAL) PROGRAM) EMPRASIS EHPIASIS PROGRAM 10 1CO BUDGET BULGET EMPIASLS EMPIIASTS BUDGET ( PREFERRED)
LOW LEVEL MANAGEMENT
CURRENT TRERD 14,940 14,940 14,940
CURRENT TREWD AMEHITY 14,940 14,940
HICH LEVEL AMENITY 14,940 14,940
HIGH LEVEL COMMODITY 14,940 14,940
WILDERNESS 14,540 14,540
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TABLE B. I4PACTS ON WILDERNESS CHARACTER

ROADLESS AREA 902
TAYLOX HOUNTAIN

{Challis N F, Portion)

AT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT &4 ALT 5 ALT & ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11
CURRENT HAXIMIZE 1LIGH LURRENT
KO ACTION Hok- MANAGEMENT CONSTRAINED PROGRAM WILDERRESS,  WILDCRNESS PROGRAH, 1980 RPA
{ CUHRENT HARKET HARKET RPA 1980 RESPONSE {-25%) CONSTRAINED AMERITY COHMODITY UHCONSTR. HODIFIED
WI1 DERNESS CHARACTERYSTIC PROGRAM} EMPIASIS EMPIIASTS PROGRAM T01C.0 HUOGET BUDBGET EMPHASTS EMPUASIS BUDGET { PREFERRED)
Fairly low. Low because of Moderate. Hoderate, Same ap Moderate. Fairly low. Fairly hagh. Faftly hagh. Hoderate. Low
HATURAL INTEGRITY roading and Ale. 2
APPARENT NATURALMESS Tange improve=
ments
SOLITUDE Limtted oppor— Wo opportunity Same as Same as Same as Same ag Same ag Some opportu— Saome aa Same a8 Limiced
tunity in 10 south half, Alt. 1 Alc, 1 Alg, 2 Alc. ) Alt. 1 nity an south Alt. B Ale 1 opportunity
south half, famited oppor- halfi good
s0me opporiv— Lunity in opportunity
nity rn north half. in north
netth half. half.
PRIMITIVE Some Limited Farcly good Foirly good Limited Fairly good Some Good Good Farrly good Limited
RECREATION opportunity. opporfunity opportunity. opportunity, opportunity.  opportunity. opportuntty, opportunity. opportuntty.  oppoctunity.  oppertunity

CIALLENGING
EXPERIERCES

Hinter aports

Hinter sposts

Wincer sports

Hanter sports

Winter sporte

Hinter gpocte

Winter sports

Wainter sports

¥inter sporbs

Winter sporte

Winter sports

SPECIAL FEATURES

Rock features
remain
upaffected.

Same as
Alt. 1

Same as
Ale, 1

Same as
Alt. L

Same as
A, 1

Same as
Alt. 1

Same as
alt. i

Same an
Ale. 1

Same as
Ale. 1

Same a3
Alks 1

Scme a3
Alt. 1
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TABLE C. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF HILDERNCSS /NON-WILDERNESS
DESIGNATIONS ON THE PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT
ROADLESS AREA 902
TAYLOR MOUNTAIN
(Challis N.F Porticn)
ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT & ALT 5 ALY & ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 1t
CURRENT HAXIMIZE NIGH CURRENT
HO ACTION HOH- MANAGEMENT CONSTRAINED PROGRAM WILDERNESS, WILDCRNESS PROGRAM, 1980 RPA
( CURRENT MARKET HARKET RPA 1980 RESPONSE (=252} CONSTRAINED MENITY COMMODITY UNCONSTR. MODIFLED
ENVIROMHMENT PROGRAM] EMPIAS1S EHPHASIS EROCRAN T0I1C0Q DBUDGET BUDGET EMPUASIS EMPIAS1S BUDGET (PREFLRRED)
POTENTIAL ADVERSE S5light on 44 Very slight Very slight on 5light on 115 Same a» SIipht on 42 Slight on 48 None Mo )
EFFECTS OH actea, none on throughout 202 acres. None acres, none on Alt. 2 acres, none on cres, none an * ne. z:t§3’::52: Severe on 175
SOIL PRODUCTIVITY rest of unit. the wvait. on rest of unit rest of unit. rest of woat. Test of unit. nene on et ::‘;;‘;i:iht
rest of unit.
POTENTIAL EFFECTS Hones very slaghtly HNone. Hone. Very slaghely Hone. Nope. None. Hi
OF WATER QUALITY adverse adverse. i ones Hone. Hoderately adverse
AIR QUALITY Clasa $I1. State Same ap Same as Same as Same as Same as Same as cl Y. State S
Standarda met  Alt 1 Aft. 1 Alt. 3 Ale 1 Akt, 1 Alr, 1 lt:::arda me!: A::: ;’ Js\?‘:e ;' iit:e is
. .
44 acrea of Hone. 202 acres of 115 acram of Hene. 42 acres of 48 acres of Hope. No: LY
ACTIVITIES IN wildlirfe wildlife wildlife habi= wildtafe wildlrfe e 331;:::: of hgbzt:tsizsrziiiizze
PLANT COMMUNITIES habirtat habrtat tat imprvmt. habitat habitat habitat 175 acres of Old-sr;q[h
improvement. wmprovemant. iopravements mprovements improvement. Douglas-fir harvested,
WILDLIFE DEER Inaignifacant Insignificant Moderate Slight Same az Insignifacant Same as Same as Same
as Insignificant Same as
changes changes improvenent. improvement. Ale. 2 change Ale. 1 Alt. 2 lt. 1
- . Alt. 2 chenge.
Hoderate Insignificant  Substantial Significent Slight 5 £
CAPABILITY" ELK improvement. change. improvement. improvement . iDpProvement. l;gn:v:c:n:
te meEnls
POTENTIAL EFFECTS O We known Ho known Ho known Wo known Heo known Ho k N
FISH HABLTAT CAPABILITY fiahery. fishery. fishery fighery. fashery. hahz:‘;‘.‘ E:s:::;n ?:s:::;n ‘;:s::::n !::s::o‘m !:2 ;nwn
. . . TY. shery

* ho change
Hoderate 1mprovement

0-2.9% acre ancrease, Slight rmprovement
5 0-9 9% atre nerease, Significgnt improvement. L0.0-24.,9%
igcreaae, Substantial improvement. 25,0% + acre ancrease.

3 0-4 9% atre increase,
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LEMHI RANGE

ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

No. 06-903 Challis National Forest (Formerly RARE I 4-503
No. 13-903 Salmon Natiomal Forest {Formerly RARE I 4-503)

Challis Acres: 149,629
Salmon Acres: 153,498
303,127

Descrigtion

The unorthern portion of the area is approximately 15 air miles south of
Salmon, Idaho, and 20 air miles east of Challis, Idaho. The area continues in
a southeasterly direction for a distance of 45 miles. This area lies within
the Challis and Salmon National Forests. The area extends for approximately
50 miles along the Lemhi Mountain Range, and varies from three to ten miles
wide. Except for a large area in Hayden Creek-Mill Creek, and smaller areas
in Big Eightmile Creek and Little Timber Creek, the east boundary generally
follows the Salmen Forest boundary. The west boundary generally follows the
Challis Forest boundary. Access to the area can be gained via Forest roads
originating in the Lemhi and Pahsimeroi Valleys.

The area is dissected by numerous small streams that drain into the Lewhi and
Pahsimeroi Rivers. The streams in the northern portion drain into the Main
Salmon River. Elevations range from 5,000 feet to 11,300 feet. The area is
in the northern extension of the basin and range topography found in Utah and
Nevada. The range trends northwest-southest. Much of the high country has
been glaciated and lakes have formed in the glacial ecirque basins at the heads
of many of the major drainages. The high country is typical of alpine
glaciated country. Barven, rocky peaks and ridges occur throughout the area.
Annual precipitation ranges from 15 to 25 inches, most of which occurs as
snow. Temperatures range from summer highs of 80 te 90 degrees, and winter
lows of 45 degrees below zero. OGranites, quartzites, limestones, and volcanic
rocks form the bedrock from which the soils are formed. The soil textures
range from loamy sands to loamy c¢lays. Lodgepole pine, Douglas fir, and
subalpine fir are the tree species that occur in the area. Sage-grass
conmunities are interspersed throughout the area. This area is classified as
a western spruce—fir ecosystem type.

Current uses include livestock grazing, minerals exploration, €£irewood
harvest, and recreation uses which include hunting, £ishing, backpacking,
horseback riding, and trailbike vriding. Use was estimated at 20,100
Recreation Visitor Days in 1982.

The unit is substantially natural appearing.
Practically the entire area is a special attraction due to the outstanding

scenery provided by the Lemhi Range. Several unconfirmed sightings in 1976-78

indicate the probable presence of the gray wolf. Mountain goat and bighorn
sheep are also found in the area.
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Capability

The roadless area boundary generally follows the Forest boundaries. These
boundaries do not follow natural topographical features. Logical and
manageable boundaries could be developed but would require eliminating large
acreages from the roadless area. The effects of existing intrusions could be
mitigated by boundary changes. Size is not a factor with this unit as it is
over 300,000 acres.

Table B addresses the natural integrity of the unit, and the opportunities for
solitude, primitive recreation, and challenging experiences.

The Idaho MNatural Area Coordinating Committee has recommended Federal
Threatened status for a plant (Cymopterus donglassii) found in the proposed
Sheep Mountain Research Natural Area, which is in this roadless area.

Availability

Resource Potentials and Use

Patterns, types, and amounts of recreation use could be expected to change
should this unit be designated wilderness. Current motorized uses would be
banned. The amount of use would increase slightly with the added interest of
designated wilderness. The area contains outstanding scenery and excellent
opportunities for hunting and fishing, all of which would become better known
with the increased publicity accompanying designation.

This portion of the Lemhi Range is a large area with excellent vegetative and
topographic diversity. Low timber productivity and ruggedness hsve combined
to keep the area roadless and big game pumbers reflect this condition. Key
summer big game habitat in the form of abundant meadows and large blocks of
dense lodgepole pine-subalpine fir timber exists throughout this area. Elk
numbers are particularly high. Goats are common along the crest of the area.
Excellent black bear habitat and populations exist in the major canyons and
lower timber fringe areas. Antelope inhabit the lower elevation sagebrush
slopes in the area and key big game winter range is present in the lower
elevations of several major drainages. A wide variety of small birds and
mammals ranging from sage grouse to snowshoe hares inhabit the area.

Numerous 1lakes and streams provide habitat for Ffish. Habitat conditions
within the lake are excellent. One lake provides habitat for Arctic grayling
which is found in only one other area on the Forest. Many of the streams
support fish populations. The major resource coordination need at present is
between livestock grazing and riparian management. Fishing use on the lakes
is moderate to light with Basin, Bear Valley, and Buck Lakes receiving the
most use. Fishing quality in the lakes is excellent., Fishing use of the
streams 1s generally light. Big Timber Creek receives the heaviest use and
supports the highest quality fishing. Fishing quality on area streams ranges
from fair to excellent.

The area contains headwaters of many moderate sized parallel drainages, which
are tributary to the Lemhi River along the east, the Pahsimeroi River along
the west, and to the Salmon River on the north. Precipitation amounts range
from low to moderate throughout the area. Much of the water yield is used
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extensively for irrigation on downstream ranches. Many of the headwaters are
in glaciated basins and contain small basin lakes. Watershed conditions are
generally excellent, as is the quality of water produced.

There are portions of two sheep and goat, and 15 cattle and horse allotments
within the roadless area. Sheep and goat allotments include Flat Iron and
Gilmore. The two sheep allotments are currently grazed by 2,000 sheep and
contribute approximately 800 Aniaml Unit Months (AUM) of livestock use. The
majority of the suitable sheep range is classified as fair. The Gilmore sheep
allotment is expected to be converted to cattle use in 1984, resulting in a
decrease of 1200 sheep contributing 687 AUMs of use on the sheep allotments.
Upon conversion, all sheep use will be within the roadless area. The fifteen
cattle allotments are grazed by approximately 4,370 cattle and contributed
approximately 9,920 AUMs of livestock use within the roadless area. Cattle
use will be increased by about 300 AUMs with the conversion of the Gilmore
allotment from sheep use. Range condition on the suitable cattle range 1is
approximately 10 percent-excellent, 40 percent-fair, and 10 percent-poor.
Range improvements withim the roadless area bDoundary amount to 31 water
developments, 82.4 miles of fence, and one stock bridge on McKim Creek.

Two proposed research natural areas (RNA), Mill Lake and Bear Valley, are
within the roadless area and a third proposed RNA, Sheep Mountain, is
partially within the roadless area. Due to the large size and diversity of
the roadless area, 1t is 1likely there are other areas of ecological
significance.

There is an estimated 526 million board feet (MBF) of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the unit with an estimated potential annual yield of
approximately 3.3 MMBF per year. This potential annual timber yield would be
reduced due to the cost of roads and constraints by other resource needs, such
as visuals, wildlife habitat, recreation, watershed, etc.

One intrusion in the extreme north unit resulted from a 1978 timber sale which
harvested 1 million board feet £from within the umit. Portions of the
intrusions in the Hayden Creek area are a result of timber harvest in 1960 to
1970 vhich were erroneously included in the original roadless area review. An
additional estimated 1 million board feet was harvested £rom these areas in
two timber sales in 1974 and 1977. Approximately 1 million board feet were
harvested from a 1971 timber sale in the Big Timber drainage. There has been
a significant amount of post, pole, and firewood harvest along the Allison
Creek Road. Timber sales are proposed in 1984 in the Mill Creek area for 2.3
million board feet, which will result in approximately 4.6 miles of roads. 1In
1985 a timber sale in the Big Eightmile Creek are for 1.5 million board €feet
will result in approximately 2.7 miles of roads. In 1986, a timber sale in
the Hayden Creek area for 1.5 million board feet will result in approximately
four miles of roads. In addition, a 1 million board feet sale is proposed in
the Alder Creek area, a 100,000 board feet sale in Cow Creek for 1987, and a
300,000 board feet sale in Sagebrush Creek and a 1.5 million board feet sale
is proposed in the Basin Creek area for 1988. The latter sales are not shown
on the map due to lack of definite information as to their final locations.

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated as high in the RARE II

evaluation. There is no new data to modify the original RARE II rating.
Mineral production of record includes gold, silver, copper, lead, zinc, and
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molybdenum. There is one producing mine within the roadless area boundaries.
There are alsc a number of patented mining claims. Mining claim owners
continue to do assessment work in this roadless area, with some expanding
their claim activity. The area currently contains no active mining
operations. Roads in Ennis Gulch, ¥Fred and Mary Draw, and Allison Creek
access mining claims and mineral exploration activity. There are lands
prospectively wvaluable for geothermal resources in the northerm portion of the
area. There is currently one pending geothermal lease application for 640
acres in the Warm Springs Creek drainage. Oil and gas potential for the area
varies from none to moderate. There are currently six pending oil and gas
lease applications and eight oil and gas leases within the area. There is no
potential for other currently leasable minerals.

Numerous prehistoric and historic cultural resources are known to exist in
this unit. It is 1likely that several of the historic sites would warrant
further investigation for their suitability for inclusion on the National
Register.

There are several mining access roads within the area. Dairy Lake, Mill
Creek, and Basin Lake are under Special Use Permit for irrigatiom water
storage purposes. Parts of the area are used by four Outfitter and Guide
permittees.

Management Considerations

Known fire occurrence is light in the area. Understory fuels are generally
sparse and there is little potential for large fires.

Western spruce budworm 1is periodically killing understory Douglas fir
secedlings and saplings and occasionally killing the tops of larger trees in
portions of the area. The larger diameter stands of lodgepole at lower
elevations run the risk of another mountain pine beetle epidemic. Dwarf
mistletoe is common in lodgepole pine.

The area includes 12 tracts of private land totaling 2,088 acres.

Need

The nearest existing wildermess is the F ¢ - River of Ne Return Wilderness
located approximately 90 road miles to the west. Use throughout that
wilderness area ranges from high to low, depending on the particular
location. Use generally has not exceeded capacity, however.

The Lemhi Range roadless area is located approximately 30 miles from Salmon,
Idaho, 110 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho, and 160 miles from Missoula, Montana.

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Lemh:i Range #293, and Goldbug
Ridge #308 roadless areas. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage
these areas for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion received
on the areas during RARE I, wilderness/nonwilderness, was divided. The area
was not considered highly controversial during RARE I.
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The Goldburg Ridge Roadless Area #308 was further evaluated in the Twelvemile
Unit Land Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP was to manage this
area for non-wilderness resource development with a portion of the area being
managed in a roadless condition. Again, public opinion was divided, but the
wilderness/nonwilderness issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process.

The Lemhi Range Roadless Area #308 was further evaluated in the Twelvemile
Unit Land Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP was to manage this
area for non~wilderness resource development with a portion of the area being
managed in 2 roadless condition. Again, public opinion was divided, but the
wilderness/non-wilderness 1issue was not highly controversial in the LMP
process.

The Lemhi Range Roadless Area #293, Mogg Mountain #123, Big Creek #1117, and
Firebox #139 were inventoried and evaluated in RARE IL as the Lemhi Range
#04503. During the evaluation, the area was "split" into two units - East and
West. The decision in the RARE II FEIS for the eastern unit was for non-
wilderness resource management and further planning for the western unit.
However, during the Carter Administration, the RARE 11 recommendations were
reviewed, and the further planning recommendation was changed to a wilder-

ness recommendation. During RARE II, public opinion was again divided but the
wilderness/non~wilderness issue because highly controversial. The
environmental groups included the area for wilderness in their RARE II Idaho
Citizens' Alternative '"W'". The environmental groups have strongly supported
the Carter Administration recommendation for 168,456 acres of wilderness.

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Mangement Act" hearings in Coeur d'Alene,
Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. Prior to these meetings,
the Senator sent out a constituent letter with four proposals, i.e., the
Forest Service RARE II, Forest Industries, other commodity user groups, and
the 1979 1Idaho Wilderness Federation proposal. Following the hearings,
Senator McClure has received additiomal input from the environmental groups
and the Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups have recommended
wilderness for approximately 180,000 acres on the "North Lemhis". Govermor
Evans recommended roadless management for 280,660 acres on the "West Lemhi"
area (the RARE II Forest Service Further Planning recommendatiom with no
boundary adjustments for manageability).

The Idaho Fish and Game Commission provided input to Governmor Evans for both
wilderness and roadless management areas over the State. They did not make
any recommendations on the Lemhi Range.

This roadless area serves to contribute to stream and river water quality
maintenance. As a result of this river quality, a salmonid fishery is
sustained. This fishery is a part of an integral food chain which ultimately
supports the endangered bald eagle as well as other unlisted mammalian and
avian predators.

Public opinion continues to be divided on this area and the wilderness/non-

wilderness/roadless management issue is considered highly controversial on the
Lemhi Range Roadless Areas.
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The following numbers show adjustments made since the RARE II inventory for
the Challis National Forest.

146,950 RARE 11 acreage

150,743 Acreage recalculation
-1,114 Timber sale intrusion
149,629 Present roadless acreage

For the Salmon National Forest the adjustments made since RARE II are:

193,480 RARE II acreage L/
159,856 Acreage recalculation
-6,358 Intrusions

153,498 Present

Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Salmon National Forest portion)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the preferred
alternative.

Natural integrity will be impacted slightly in certain areas by wildlife
habitat and range improvements. WNo other resource activities are
predicted which would preclude this area from consideration for
wilderness during the next Plan revision. Mineral potential is high,
Timing of possible mineral development is not known, but if development
should occur, the area disturbed by mining and access construction would
be precluded from further wilderness consideratiom.

1/ This acreage includes the area now designated as Roadless Area 13903a
Goldbug Radge.
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Effecis of Wilderness/Nonwilderness Management Prescriptions

Roadless Area

13903

06903 Lemhi Range

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE

Forest Plan Alternative

{Acres)

{(Compatible Challis NF Alternatives are 1n parentheses

Management
Prescription 1 2 3 4 6 7 8 10 11 12 (preferred)
(1) (2) (3 (D) (6) (5) (9) {8) {11)

Salmon NP
7A Proposed
wilderness 76,749 84,424 102,844 102,84k 72,144 102,844 128,938 128,938 153,498
Challis NF
Proposed

Wilderness 43,000 149,629 149,629 1ik9,629
Total 169,749 84,424 252,473 102,844 72,144 102,844 128,938 278,567 303,127
Salmon NF
Nonwildernesg¥
24 9,526 149,821 115 282 159 28,104
2a-1 71,272
2B 38,145 10,466
3A-5B 4,242
3A-5E 2,844 948 1,577 4,441 1,005
4a 1,868 922
4p-1 3,060 1,776 2,834 2,709 15 7,137 6,191 8,589 2,552 3,479
4p-3 6,660
5B 32,003 16,887 107,944 11,969 16,375
5¢C 33,450 21,434 21,139 40,534 18,506 21,043 6,532 18,008
5E 24,367 28,595 7.870 7,818
5F 519 20,598 1,401 1,181
8a 6,368 13,861 2,893 9,704 2,311 2,195 4,826 7,750 4,763 3,348 1,552
Challis NF
Nonwilderness 2/ 56,629 149,629 149,629 149,629 149,629 149,629
* See Alternative map for prescription description.
1/ Twe Challas NF Alternataves are not compatible with Salmon NF Alternatives. Neither Alternative proposes

wilderness.

2/ Nonwilderness prescriptions for the Challis NF portions of the roadless area are analyzed in the Challis NF DEIS



Roadless Area

13903 Lemh1 Range

TASLE B

TMPACTS Ol WILDERNESS CUARACTER

WILDERNESS
CHARACTERISTICS ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 ATT 5 ALT 6
Hatwial H *
JIntegrity - . . . .
Appazent - . . . : .
Haturalness
. High : High . High High High . High
Solitude - .
. Good Good * Good Good : Good Goed
H opportunity * opportunity oppertunity opportunity . opportunity « opportunity
Primitive H :
Recreat:ion H . - 4
. : Goad Cood + Good Good Good ¢ Good
t eopportuncty opportunlty . Oopportunity opportunity opportunity : opportunity
Challenging H :
.Experiences
. . Cross- Cross— Cross= Cross— Cross- Cross=- -
H I country country . tountry country country country :
: travel travel travel travel travel travel
Speciatl .
.Features :
' : Mountain Mountain Hountain : Moumtain Mountarn Mountain :
peal.s peaks . peaks peaks peaks peaks .
. - wnaffected + unoffected unaffected unaffected unaffected unaffected
WILDERIESS
CHARACTERISTICS ALY 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 AlT 12
Natural °
Integrity - . . :
Apparent :
¥aturzlness - -
High . High High Nigh High Itigh
Splitude r
H . Hagh : Migh High Good Good Good
. Opportunity . Opportunity opportunity
sPrimitive . . .
Recreation -
. « Good . Good Good Good Gaod Gaad
opportunity opportunity opportunity epportunity opportunity opportunity
Challenging
.Experiences
H Cross— Cross=- Cross- Cross= Cross- Cross=
country country country country country country -
travel travel travel travel travel travetl
Special . .
Features .
. Mountain Mountain Mountain Hountain Mountain Mountain
. peaks peaks + peaks peaks peaks peaks
unaffeeted unaffected vnaffected unaffected unaffecred unaffected
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Roadless Area

ENVIRONMENT

TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONHENT

13903 Lemhi Range

ALT 1

ALT 2

ALT 3

ALT &4

ALT 5

ALT 6

Potential Adverse
Effects on Soil -
Productivaty .

. N

None -

Hone

3

Hone

Hone

Kone

None

Potenti1al Effects
‘oo Hater Quality -

.
.

None

None

None

None

None

None

Alr Quality .

MHeets class I1

Heets class II

Meets class IT

Heets class 1II

Meets eclass IT

Meets class 11

state * state state state state + state
H t standards : stsndards . standards + standards standards standards
Potential Effects -
on Plant
Cormunities
: : None None . None Hone Hone None
tWrldlife Habitat
:Capability - Elk .
Insignificant Insignifjcant Insignificant Insirgmificant Insignificant Insignaificant
change change change change change change
Potent1al Effects
on Fish Habaitat . . H
Capabilxrty .
. . Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignifircant Insignificant Insignificant
. change change change change change change
ENVIRORMENT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Potential Adverse
Effacts on Soil
Productavity
Nene Hane . None None None Hone
-Potential Effects N
on Water Quality H
None None None None None None

e

Air Qualaty .

Meets class II

Meets class 1T

Meets class 11

Meets class II

. Meets class XI

Meets class 1T

state ¢ state state state state state
. standards standards standards standards standards . standards .
Potenttal Effects
on Plant .
Cotmunitles ‘
H Hone None Hone None None Hane
Wildlife Habitat :
*Capability - Elk @ : . . N
* Imsignificant Imsagnificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignaficant
- change change change change change change
Potential Effects .
on Fish Habitat
Capability . :
. » Imsignaficant Imsighificant ¢ Insignificant Insignifircant Insignificant Insignificant
change change change change . change - change
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TABLE A. MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION (GUAL) BY ACRES

ROADLESS AREA 903

LEMIL RANGE
(Challis N F. Portion)
ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 ALT 5 ALT 6 ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11
CURRENT HARINIZE RICI CURRENT
NO ACTION KOR- MANAGEMENT COHSTRAINED PROCAAN WILDLCUNESS, WILDLRNESS PROGRAM, 1980 UPA
(CUNRFNT MARKET HARKLT RPA 1980 RESPONSE (=252) CONSTRAINED  AMENLLY COMHOUTTY UHCONSTR, MODIFIED
PRPSCRIPTION (GOALY PROGRAM) EUPIASIS EMPLASTS PROGRAM T0 1.C.0 BUDGET BUDCET EMPHASIS, EMPHASIS BUDCEL {PREFERRED}
18W LEVEL MANAGEMENT 116,850 116,850
CURRENT TREND 56,629 149,629 116,850 32,779 149,629 149,629
CURRENT TREND AMENITY 32,719
HIGH LEVEL AMENITY 32,719
HIGH LEVEL COMMODITY 116,850 32,779
HILDERKESS 93,000 149,629 149,629 149,629
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TABLE 3.

IMPACTS ON WILDERNESS CHARACTER
ROADLESS AREA S03

LEHMNI RANGE

{Challis N.F. Pertion)

ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 2 ALT &4 ALT 5 ALT 6 ALT 7 AIT 8 ALT % ALT 10 ALT 11
CURRENT HAXIMIZE HIGH CURRENT
KO ACTION HON= HMANAGEMENT CONSTRAINED PROGRAM WILDERNESS, WILDERNLCSS PROGRAM, 1980 RPA
( CURRENT HARKET MARKET RPA 1380 RESPONSE {-252) COHSTRAINED AMENITY CoOMNODITY URCURSTR. MODIF1ED
WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS  PROGRAM) CHPIIAS LS EMPUASIS PROGRAM D1 C0 BUDGET BYBGET EHPHASIS EMPHAS1S BUDGET { PREFERRED)
High, few Fairly high at Very hagh, Same aa Same as Same aw Same a3 Same as Same as Same ad Same ag
NATURAL INTEGRITY antTusLOTA . higher eleva— reduced Ale, 2 Ales 2 Alk. 1 Alb. 1 Alt. 3 ALty 3 At 1 Ale 1
APPARENT NATURALNESS Ewong, imbru—  1ntzuarons.
gions at lower
elevations.
Good Fairly good Excellent Same a8 Sama a8 Same as Good Excellent Excellent Good Good
SOLITUDE opportunsty. opporTtunity epportunity Alt. 2 Alb. 2 Ale. 2 opportunity. opportunity. opportunity. oppertunity. oppartunicy.
at hagher
elevationd.
FRIMITIVE Yery good Good Excellent Good Good Gosd very good Exce]lent Excellent Very good Very good
RECREATION opporktunitys opportunity. opportunity oppottunibys oppertunity. FPP°"““1EY- oppartunatys  Opportunity.  opportunity.  opportumity. opportunityl
CHALLENGING Tachnical and  Same as Same as Same as Same 88 Sama &3 Same as Same as Same as Same 28 Same as
EXPERIENCES non-technical Alt. 1 Ale, 1 Albs 3 FATIRS Alt. 1 Alt. 1 Alt. 1 Alt. L Alts 1 Alz. 1
¢limbing,
crose—¢ountry
travel, and -
long digtance
trail haking.
Hountain peaks, Same as Same as Same as Same 23 Same a3 Same a3 Same as Same as Szme a3 Same as
SPECIAL FEATURES mountsin lakes, Alt. 1 Alr 1 Ale. 1 FATIS Al 1 Alt. T Al 1 Ale 1 Alt. 1 Alt. 1

alpine coun—
try, and Tock
formations
remain
unaffected.

[l
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TABLE C. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS
DESIGNATIONS ON THE PHYSICAL AND BIGLOGICAL ENYIRONMENT

ROADLESS ABEA 903

LEHKL RANGE

{Challis ¥ F. Portion)
ALT 1

ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 ALY 5 ALT & ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11
CURRLNT HAXIHIZE HIGH CURRENT
NO ACTION Hou- MAWAGERENT CONSTRAINED PROGRAH WILBLRNESS, WILDERNLSS PROCRAM, 1780 RPA
(CURRENT HARKET MARKET RPA 1980 RESPONSE (-251) CONSTRAINED AMENTTY COMMODITY UNCONSTR. HODIFLED
ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM) EMPHASIS EHPHASIS PROGRAM T8 1 C0 BUBGET BULCEL EMPIAS IS ENPI_!AS[S BUDGET (PREFERRED)
POTENTIAL ADVERSE Slight on 29F  Severs on 1595 None Severe on 1595 Severs on 1593 Slight on 1595 Slight on 605 HNona. Hones very elrghe  5light on 639
EFFECTS OH atyes, TON® ON  ACCES, BILEhL zeres, slipht  acres, slight acres, slight  acreg, none on threughout acres, nhone on
50IL FRODUCTIVITY rest of units  on rest of on 1465 acres, on 325 acres, on 122 scres, rest of unit. the unit. rest of unit.
units Hone on rest Yery slight on Very alight on
of unit. rest of vnmie rest of umit.
POTENTIAL EFFECIS Hone Hoderately None. Hoderately Modepately Hoderately tone, None. Hone. Very slightly Hone
ON WATER QUALLITY adverse. adverse. adverse. adverse. advarna.
AIR QUALTTY Claas 11 State Same az Clase I Srate Same as Same as Same as Some as Sams a» ,Soma as Same &8 Same as
Standards mer  Ale, 1 standards met. Al 1 LYT Alt. 1 Alt. 1 Alt, 3 Alr. 3 Al 1 Ale 1
291 acvens of 257 acres of None. 1465 acres of 325 acres of 122 a¢res of 605 neres of Nones Hone. 240 acres of 639 acres of
ACTIVITIES IN weldlafe w1ldlife haba- wildlife hobi= waldlife habl- wildlife havi= wildlife wLldlafe wildlife
PLANT COMMUNITIES habitat tat imprvmk, tat imprvmk, tat imprvmt; tat imprvmr; habitat habitat hadbicat
i1mprovemant. 1595 acres of 1595 aeres of 1595 acres of 1595 ectes of amprovement. improvement. 1mprovement.
old-growth old—growth old-growth old-growth
Douglas-fair Douglag~fir Douglas-fir Douglas~fir
harvested harvested. harvested, harvested.
WILDLIFE DEER Insignificant  Insignificant Same as Slight Same ot Same 28 Insignificant Same as Same as Same as Same as
¢hange change Ale. 2 improvement, Alk. 2 Ale 2 changes Alts 2 Ale. 2 ale 2 ale 7
RABITAT
Slight Insiznificant Significant Yoderate
CAPABILTTY® ELK 1mprovement change 1mProvement . improvemant.
POTEMTIAL LFFECTS OM Hone. Moderately Kone. Hoderately Hoderately Moderately Hone. None. None. Very &lightly Hone
Flall ItAB1TAT CAPABILITY adverse adverse, adveraes adverse advernac.

* Mo thange 0-2 9% acre increase, Slight improvement

3 0-4 92 acre ancrease,

Moderate improvement 5 0=% 9% scre intresse, Significant improvement 10 (=24.9%

inctreaset, Substantial improvement 25 OX +

acre inérease.
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

GOLDBUG RIDGE ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13903A —— 11,514 Net Acres

Description

During the Forest Planning initial review of inventoried roadless lands,
the Goldbug Ridge Roadless Area #13903A was included in the Lemhi Range
Roadless Area #13903. Recent public and in-service reviews of RARE II
areas have identified existing roads on Long Ridge and in upper Copper and
Warm Spring Creeks. This rcad system has created a roadless area not
contiguous.with the rest of the Lemhi Range Roadless Area and is now being
evaluated as a geparate roadless area.

The Goldbug Ridge Roadless Area is approximately 15 air miles south of
Salmon, Idaho, and 20 air miles east of Challis, Idaho. The western
boundary follows the Forest boundary., The easztern boundary follows the
ridge between Twelvemile Creek and the main Salmon River tributaries of
Dummy, Briney. and Second Creeks, crosses the head of Meadow Creek, then
crosses the upper Warm Spring Creek drainage to the Forest boundary. The
southern boundary follows Long Ridge in the Phantom Creek area. Access to
the Goldbug Ridge Reoadless Area can be gained via roads and trails in
Twelvemile, Warm Spring, Poison, and Phantom Creeks.

The roadless area is dissected by numerous small streams that drain into
the Salmon River. Elevations range from 5000 feet to over 9300 feet at
Poison Peak. The area is the northern extension of the basin and range
topography found in Utah and Nevada. The high country does not have the
evidence of alpine glaciation that is typical of the area to the south,
The topography is more subdued with broad rounded ridges. Annual
precipitation ranges from 15 to 25 inches, most of which occurs as snow.
Temperatures range from summer highs of 80 to 90 degrees to wintertime lows
of —40 degrees. Quartzites, limestones, and volecanic rocks form the
bedrock. Soil textures range from loamy =sands to loamy clays. Lodgepole
pine, Douglas—-fir, and subalpine fir are the tree species. Sagebrush and
grase are interspersed throughout the area, The ecosystems are western
spruce—fir and sagebrush.

Three intrusions were identified within the inventory boundary. One is
timber related and located along Goldbug Ridge on the north end of the
roadless area. The other two are mining and ORV related road corridors up
Poison Creek and Phantom Creek on the southwest, southern and southeastern
portion of the area. The area directly impacted by these activities

total 3,791 acres which no longer meet roadless area criteria and will not
be considered further for wilderness. WNo additional activities are
currently planned in the remaining area.

Current uses include grazing, minerals, exploration, and recreation uses
primarily related to big game hunting, fishing, backpacking, horseback

riding, trailbike riding, and vse of natural hot springs. Use was
estimated at 1200 RVD's in 1982.

The area is essentially natural appearing.
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horseback riding, trailbike riding, and use of natural hot springs,
Use was estimated at 1200 RVD's in 1982,

The area 1s essentially natural appearing.

The hot spring pools located in Warm Spring Creek are a significant
special attraction,

Capability

Logical and manageable boundaries could easily be developed for
this unit, Size is not a factor.

There has been a very low influence of man on the natural integrity
of most of the area., A few tralls dissect the area.

Visitors would find this unit to be apparently natural.

Due to moderate size, very good topographic screening, good vegeta-
tive screening, good diversity, and lack of developed recreation
facilities, the area offers a high opportunity for solitude and for

primitive recreation experiences,

The area offers few opportunities for challenging experiences or
encountering serious hazards.

Availability

Patterns, types and amounts of recreatiom use are not expected to
significantly change regardless of classification. Current high
use of the hot springs will continue.

The Goldbug Ridge area is a large area with excellent vegetative
and topographic diversity., Low timber productivity and ruggedness
have combined to keep the area roadless, and big game numbers
reflect this condition. Key summer elk and mule deer habitat in
the form of abundant meadows and large blocks of dense lodgepole
pine - subalpine fir timber exists throughout this area, Flk
numbers are particularly high. Mountain goats are found along the
crest of the area and bighorn sheep are occasionally observed
throughout. Excellent black bear habitat and populations exist in
the major canyons and fringes of lower elevation timber, Antelope
inhabit the lower elevation sagebrush slopes in the area, and key
big game winter range is present in the lower elevations of several
major drainages. A wide variety of small birds and mammals ranging
from sage grouse to snowshoe hares inhabit the area.

This area contains two streams supporting populations of resident

trout. Fish production is very high because of the limestone
parent materials in the drainage., Habitats have been Influenced by
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grazing and ORV use of the area. Fishing use is light to moderate
with quality being good to excellent.

The area contains headwaters of several moderate sized drainages
which are tributary to the main Salmon River. Much of the water
yield is used for irrigation on ranches in the Salmon River wvalley,
Watershed conditions are generally excellent as is the quality of
water produced,

Portions of two cattle and horse allotments are within the roadless
area, The two allotments are grazed by 633 cattle and produce
approximately 2214 AUM's of livestock use. Range conditions are
mostly good and fair with a small amount of poor condition range.
Range improvements within the roadless area boundary amount to 6
water developments, 10.3 miles of fence, and 1 stock bridge.

An estimated 37 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated potential annual yield of
approximately 0,25 million board feet per vear,

The area has moderate to high potential for silver.

There are lands prospectively valuable for geothermal resources on
the western edge of this area. There is currently one pending
geothermal lease application within the area. 01l and gas poten-
tial of the area is low. There is no potential for other currently
leasable minerals. There is one BPA-~identified potential power
corridor through the area.

Little 1s known about the existence of prehistoric or historic
cultural resources in the area, The potential for prehistoric
sites would be comsidered moderate in the vicinity of the hot
springs pools.

Management Considerations

Known fire occurrence is very light in the area. Understory fuels
are generally sparse and there is little potential for large fires,

Western spruce budworm periodically kills understory Douglas-fir
seedlings and saplings, and occasionally kills the tops of larger
trees in portions of the area. The stands of large diameter
lodgepole at lower elevations run the risk of a mountair pine
beetle epidemic. Dwarf mistletoe is common in lodgepole pine.

Need

The nearest existing wilderness is the Frank Church--River of No
Return Wilderness, located approximately 80 road miles to the west.
Use of that wilderness ranges from high to low, depending on the
particular location, Use generally has not exceeded capacity,
however,
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The Goldbug Ridge Roadless Area is approximately 20 miles from
Salmon, Idaho; 110 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and, 160 miles
from Missoula, Montana.

During RARE 1 this area was inventoried as the Goldbug Ridge #308
roadless area. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage this
area for non-wilderness resource development, Public opinion
received on the area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was
divided., The area was not considered highly controversial during
RARE I.

The Goldbug Ridge Roadless Area #308 was further evaluated in the
Twelvemile unit Land Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the
1LMP was to manage this area for non-wilderness resource develop-
ment, with the area south and west of Twelvemile Creek managed in a
roadless condition. Again public opinion was divided but the
wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not highly controversial in the
IMP process.

The Goldbug Ridge Roadless Area #308 was not inventoried in RARE IT
because of decisions reached in the Twelvemile Land Management
Plan,

The area does not contain any ecosystems determined from RARE II to
be in need of representation in the wilderness system.

Senator MeClure held "“Idaho Forest Management Act"™ hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983.
Prior to these meetings, the Senator sent out a constituent letter
wilth four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE IT, Forest
Industries, Other Commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idahe Wild-
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure
received additional input from the environmental groups for approx—
imately 180,000 acres on the "North Lemhis."

A small portion of this acreage is actually within the Goldbug
Ridge Roadless Area.

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness., ¥Farth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area, The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association,
OQutdoors Unlimited, Tdaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for Goldbug
Ridge Roadless Area.

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across

the State. The Goldbug Ridge Roadless Area was not included in the
IFMA,
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Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness,

The Tdaho Wildlands Defense Coalition recommendation remained
at 180,000 acres for the Lemhi Range which included part of Goldbug
Ridge. No other recommendations were specific for Goldbug Ridge.

The Goldbug Ridge Roadless Area was considered slightlv controver-
gial during the Forest Plan review of roadiess lands,

Preferred Alternative Recommendation

This area is not recommended for wildermess designation in the
preferred alternative.

No activities are predicted which would preclude consideration of
this area for wilderness during the next Forest Plan revision,
Mineral potential for silver is moderate teo high. Timing of
possible development of the minerals resource is mot known, but if
development should occur, the areas disturbed by mining and access
construction would be precluded from further wilderness
consideration,
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Effects of wWildernesg/Nonw:lderness Management Prescriptions

Roadless Area.

Management

Preseription

13903A Goldbug

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE

Ridge

(Acres)

Forest Plan Alternative

10

i1 12 (preferred)

7A Proposed
Wilderness

Nonwilderness™®
2A

28

4p-1

5B

5C

5D

-1

5F

10,724

1,318

8,175

678
1,784
95

8,175 8,175

11,280 11,234

26 194

254
26 701
2,444
208

* Refer to Alternative map for prescription description

8,175

800

2,539

8,175

284
2,373

682

11,514

7,208
3,653
239
414



TABLE B

IMPACTS ON WILDERNESS CHARACTER

Roadless Area* 13903A Goldbug Ridge

WEILLERNESS

CHARACTERISTICS AIT 1 ALT 2 AIT 3 ALT 4 AT 5 ALT 6
Hatural . : -
Integraty - H H
Apparent : . . .
Haturalness H H
: * High High High . High High Hagh
:Soiitude ’
H . Good Good Good Good Good Good
. opportunity . opportunity opportunity * opportunity opportun:ity ¢ apportunilby
, .
Primitaive - .
Reereation -
. t Good Good Good = Good Good : Good
- opportunity opportunicy opportunity Opportunity apportunity opportunity
Challengaing . H
Experaiences - H
Little . Little * Lietle : Little Little + Lattle
or no or no : or no or no or no or no
occurrence occurrence oceurrgnce * occurrence occurrence occurrence
Special . . :
Features ¢
Warm Springs . Warm Sprangs : Warm Spraings Warm Springs Warm Sprangs Warm Spraings
' Canyon mot Canyon not Canyon not - Canyon not Canyon not Canyon not
affected + affected - affected affected affected . affected
WILDERNESS
CHARACTERISTICS ALT 7 ATT 8 ATT § AIT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Hatural
Integrity - H . '
Apparent
‘Haturalness
High . Righ Figh High High High
Solitude - .
. Geod Good 1 Geod Good Good Good
oppartunity opportunity opportunity * opportunity opportunity opportunity
Prinitive .
Recreataon . M
. Good Gopd Goopd Good Good Good
opportunity . opportunity apportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity
Challenging :
Experiences +
1 Little Little Little Little Little Little
or no or no or no or no oT ne or no
occurrence cccurrence occurrence occurrence occurrence pecurrence
Special
Features

Warm Springs
Canyon not
affected

flarm Springs
Canyon not
affected

Warm Springs
Canyon nat
affected

Warm Springs
Canyon not
affected

Warm Springs
Canyon not
affected

Warm Springs
Canyon not
abfected
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Roadless Area*

ENVIRONMENT

TABLE €

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL ANB BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

ALT ]

139034 Goldbug Ridge

ALT 2

ALT 3

ALT 4

ALT 5

ALT 6

.Potentigl Adverse.
Effeets on Sotrl
sPreductivity

[T

None

None

None

None

None

None

Potenti1al Effects
on Water Quality

. oan wwoag

u

Wone

Hone

None

(28

Hone

Hone

Hone

-Aar Quality

Heets class IT

Heets class 1I

Meets class II

Meets class II

Meets class II

Heets class II

: state ¢ state state state stake state
H standaxds standards standards standards standards standards
Potential Effects . .
son Plant *
Communities H -
H None Rone Yone None None None
Wildlife Habitat H -
Capab1lity ~ Elk .
Insigoificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insign:ficant Insignaficant
. change change change change change change
.Potent1al Effects
.on Fish Habaitat
Capabilrty . - T
* Insignificant Tnsignificant Insignrficant * Insignificant Insignaficant Insignificant
« change change change change change change
ENVIRONMENT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Potential Adverse
Effects on So1l
Productivaty N
: None Hone None None None None
Potential Effects ) )
on Water Quality
. None None None None None None

. A

T

Air Quality

Heets class II

Meets class IT

Meets class IT

Heets class IT

Meets class I1

Heets class IT

f * state skate state state state state
+ standards ¢ standards standards . standards standards standards
Potentizl Effects
on Plant .
Communities 4 *
H Hone * Hone Hone None None None
Waldlrfe Habatat : H
Capability ~ Elk : .
: Insignificant Insignifjcant Insignificant . Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant
: change change change change change change
Potential Effects
on Fish Habitat .
Capability
Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignifrcant
. change change thange change change change
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ROADLESS ARTA EVALUATION

BLUE JOINT ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13941
BITTERROOT NATIONAL FOREST #01941

This entire roadless area i1s evaluated In Appendix C of the Bitterroot

National Forest Draft Environmental Impact Statement, That evaluation
is reproduced on the following pages.
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II. Q CADLESS AREA

This area 1s identified by number 01941 (Bitterroot Forest) and 13941 (Salmon
Forest). Roadless area acreage is:

National Forest Lross Acres Net Acres
Bitterroot 65,370 65,370
Salmon 490 490
Total 65,860 65,860
A, Description

The roadless area is located in the Bitterroot Mountains in southwestern Ravalli
County in western Montana with a small portion in Lemhi County, Idaho.
Hamilton, Montana, is about 45 air miles to the north and Salmon, Idaho, is 40
air miles to the south. Access is provided at many points along the boundary by
Forest roads which tie in with U.S. Highway 93, some 20 miles to the northeast.
Within the area, a network of eight trails provides access along major drainages
and ridgetops.

Blue Jeint is a triangular-shaped area running 13 miles north and south and
ranging in width from 4 to 13 miles., The west side borders the Frank
Church-River of No Return Wilderness in Idaho for about 17 miles. The rest of
the area is defined by roads; primarily the West Fork Hoad and extensions from
it., The Nez Perce Road defines the northern boundary separating this area from
the adjacent Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness and contiguous roadless lands.
Likewise, the Reynolds Lake Road defines the southern boundary, separating the
area from that portion of the Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness in the
headwaters of Reynolds Creek, Seventy~five percent of the boundary is
well-defined by topographiec features such as ridgetops or streams, and the
remainder is at midslope above roads and/or timber harvest.

Elevations range from 4,900 to 8,600 feet, The area is generally a high,
mountainous region with 50 percent of the area over 7,000 feet. Razorback Ridge
and Razorback Mountain, dominant features, divide the area dinto northwest and
southeast portions. Blue dJoint Creek, by far the largest stream, drains the
northwestern segment; and Chicken, Deer, and West Creeks drain the southeast,
Stream bottoms are generally narrow with sideslopes rising steeply to narrow
ridges. Slopes on more than one~half of the area are in excess of 60 percent,
thereby econfining most use to stream bottoms or ridgetops.

The area is forested except for the unigue large meadows in the headwaters of
Deer and Blue Joints Creeks and dry, south-facing slopes. At higher elevations
rock rubble and grassy Dbalds are oonpnon. Tree species are predominantly
Douglas-fir and ponderosa pine on the warmer, lower elevation sites and
lodgepole pine on cooler sites at midslope. Near the top of the higher ridges,
whitebark pine is a dominant specieas. Ground cover is primarily pine grass,
snowberry, and ninebark at lower elevations and beargrass or grouse whortleberry
on higher, cooler sites,

In the Blue Joint drainage, forest fires in the late 1800's burned over most of

the area, Today, small 1lodgepole pine stands cover this portion contrasting
with the rest of the area,.
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B. Analysis of Wilderness Suitability
1. Wilderness Attributes
a. Natural Integrity and Appearance

Activities that have significantly altered natural processes are minimal and
Jjust inside the eastern and southeastern boundaries. These include all or
portions of seven timber sale cutting units totaling about 170 acres and 3
miles of associated access roads. The boundary could he defined to exclude
these impacts, There is a 3/4-mile fire road in the extreme headwaters of Blue
Joint Creel, and about 1 mile of dozer trail in lower Blue Joint Creek,

These impacts are readily apparent to any visator when onsite; however, the
remainder of the area appears natural. The roads have permanently altered
natural processes, but cutting units will recover to nearly natural conditions
in 20-30 years.,

b. Opportunities for Solitude

The northwest portion of the area is entirely enclosed by high ridges and
provides outstanding =solitude. This feeling is enhanced by the many miles of
wilderness to the west and south. No development can be seen or heard.

Solitude is somewhat lower in the southeast portion. About 2 miles of road in
Deer Creek, outside the area, form a roaded intrusion into the headwaters of
that drainage., Distant views inelude roads and timber sale activity Just
outside the area.

Civilization appears close at hand along the northern and eastern boundaries
and from that portion within Woods Creek. About U0 percent of the area
provides outstanding opportunities for solitude, another 40 percent provides
high to moderate opportunities, and 20 percent provides low cpportunities.

o, Primitive Recreation Opportunities

These include hiking, big- and small-game hunting, fishing, and viewing =a
moderate diversity of vegetation and wildlife.

d. Other Features

Significant scenic attractions include two prominent landmarks, meadows in the
upper reaches of Blue Joint and Deer Creeks, and wide panoramas viewed from the
major divides, The landmarks are Castle Rock, the remnant of a volcanic plug,
and a natural rock arch east of the confluence of Jack the Ripper and Blue
Joint Creeks. Parts of the Southern Nez Perce Indian Trail traverse the
Montana/Idaho ridge and Bare Cone Lookout is in the northern portion of the
area. Several archeological siftes are assoclated with the trail,

Cc-59



T

2. Manageability and Boundaries

RARE II area A1941 comprises the roadless area. The following adjustment in
net acres has taken place since the RARE II inventory:

~—=National Forest—-- Total
Adjust t Bitterroot Salmon Aores
RARE IT inventary 126,500 19,905 146,405
Added to wilderness (P.L. 96-312) ~65, 100 -19,415 -85,005
Land added to inventory -
Refined acreage calculation +3,970 +3970
Current inventory 65,370 +490 65,860

Approximately 85,000 acres have been designated wilderness  (P.L.96~312,
establishing the Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness). Boundary
decisions excluded two parcels in Idaho from wilderness, These are contiguous
with the Congressionally designated Blue Joint Wilderness Study Area (P.L,
95-150) in Montana and will be further evaluated for wilderness/nonwilderness
uses in that process,

The Frank Church-River of No BReturn Wilderness is about 2,230,000 acres,
bordering the west side of this area for about 17 mnmiles. Boundaries are
well-defined by topography along 75 percent of the perimeter. The remainder
would be difficult to describe and locate on~the-ground since it is midslope,
either passing through or lying immediately above roads and development, Roads
and timber harvest in Coal Creek and Woods Creek would not be realistic to
manage as wilderness., FEliminating these impacts would remove about 4,000 acres
from consideration as wilderness and weould place boundaries on recognizable
topographic features. The area could be managed as an addition to the Frank
Church~River of No Return or as a separate wilderness,

A large core area composed of the Blue Joant drainage (U5 percent of the area)
with exceptional wilderness characteristics has been identified. It is
entirely enclosed by high ridgetops which effectively screen out off-area
evidence of civilization., Another 15 percent in the upper reaches of Deer and
Chicken Creeks has high wilderness characteristics but is less effectively
screened from off-area impacts. The above boundary adjustment enhance the
area's naturalness and solitude and retains most of the highest primitive
recreation attributes and speecial features, Solitude is also enhanced by the
adjoining wilderness. The adjustment also removes much of the better timber
producing lands that are the most physically suited for development, and
nonconforming uses and development. Most areas of high mineral potential
cannot be separated without seriously eroding wilderness characteristics.

The area is entirely National Forest., Nonconforming uses consist of a minor
amount of trailbiking, chain saws for clearing trails, and firewocod cutting by
hunters and canmpers., There are no contractual agreements or known statubory
rights, and no oil/gas leases.
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C. Availabjlity for Wilderness

1. Resource Potential and Use

Table C-6

Blue Joint Roadless Area Resource Potential and Use

-------- Foresteweceamma

Category Unit Bitterrooct Salmon Total
Gross area Acres 65,370 490 65, 860
Net area Acres 65,370 ka0 65,860
Recreation

Primitive RVD's 0 0 0

Semiprim. nonmotor. RVD's 0 0 0

Semiprim., motor. R¥D's 1,300 C 1,300

Roaded natural RVD's 200 100 300
Wildlife habitat

Elk & deer

Summer range Acres 60,919 koo 61,409
Winter range Acres 4,451 0 4,451

Rocky mountain goat  Acres 400 0 400

Bighorn sheep Acres 2,000 0 2,000
Fisheries streams Miles 51 0 51
Lakes Number 0 0 0
Fisheries lakes Acres 4] 0 0
Water developments Number 0 0 v
Range

Current use AUM's 130 0 130

Suitable rangeland Acres 1,172 0 1,172

Current allotments Number 1 0 1

Other suitable Acres 0 0 ¢]
Timber

Tentatively suitable Acres 43,662 yo7 44,089

Standing volume MMBF 409 .4 1.2 410.6
Corridors

Existing/potential Number 1 0 1
Mineral potential

Very high Acres 0 0 0

High Aeres 26,413 0 26,413

Moderate Acres 37,477 0 37,477

Low Acres 1,480 490 1,970

Mining claims Number 15 Q 18
0il & gas potential

Very high Acres 0 0 0

High Aeres ] 0 0

Moderate Acres a 0 0

Low Acres 65,370 k90 65, 860

Leases Number 0 0 0

Leased area Aeres 0 0 0
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2. Selected Resource Values
a. Recreation

Current use iz very light consisting primarily of big-game hunting but also
includes day hiking, wildlife viewing, horseback riding, camping, and fishing.
Major attractions ineclude trails and campsites along the several larger streams
and meadows. The State Line and Razorback Ridge Trails provide varied alpine
scenery near the orests.

b. Wildiife

Wildlife includes elk, mule deer, bighorn sheep, moose, black bears, mountain
lions, wolverines, pileated woodpeckers, golden eagles, hawks, ravens, blue
ruffed and Franklin grouse, cutthroat, dolly varden, and brock trout, and a host
of smaller animals and birds.

A unigue wildlife resource is the bighorn sheep herd belleved to be genetically
pure, a rarity in the contiguous 48 States., Sheep use is concentrated along the
northern boundary in the vicinity of Castle Rock, where rocky sections are used
for lambing. This herd also inhabits the Selway-~Bitterroot roadless area and
the Selway Bitterroot Wilderness area to the north.

¢. Water

This is a relatively high water-producing area, Stream runoff is estimated at
85,000 acre-feet/year, much of which is stored behind Painted Rocks Dam for
irrigation and to meintain instream flows on the lower Bitterroot River. There
are no structures, diversions, or ditches within the area,

d. Livesftock

Approximately 130 animal unit months of grazing oceur in meadows bordering the
upper reaches of Deer and Blue Joint Creeks.

e, Ecology

Varied topography, aspect, elevation and precipitation contribute towards a
moderate diversity of ecoaystens. The area is on the fringes of the
Selway-Bitterroot ecosystem which has been identified by the U.S, Fish and
Wildlife Service as a possible grizzly bear recovery area. Penstemon lemhiensis
18 considered vulnerable to extinction and may be present (Bosworth, 1984),

f. Timber

About 44,000 acres, 65 percent of the area, is tentatively suitable for timber
production. Unsuitable lands are concentrated at the highest elevations along
the state 1line, Razorback Ridge, and south-te west-facing slopes dispersed
through the area. Lower elevation, warmer sites are the most productive,
Potential productivity on about 40 percent of the suitable land is low (20-49
cuble feet/acre/year) and the remainder is moderate (50-84 cubic
feet/acre/year), The standing timber volume is 420 million board feet.
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Currently, the area is not in the timber base nor does it contraibute to the
sales program.

g. Minerals and Energy Resources

The U.S. Geological Survey and Bureau of Mines have conducted a mineral survey
and prepared a report for the area (Lund and others, 1984). Hardrock mineral
potential is rated high for about 40 percent of the area in the vicinity of Bare
Cone Lockout, Jack the Ripper Creek, Steep Hill, Deer Creek Point, and Lower
Deer Creek, Forty claims have been 1located, of which 15 are lode and 25
placer, Examination of c¢laims revealed only a few prospect pits and trenches
with little or no evidence of production.

Traditional thecry places the oil and gas potential as low. There are no o0il
and gas leases,

h. Cultural
A portion of the Southern Nez Perce Indian Trail {raverses the ridge crest
forming the divide between Blue Joint Creek and the Nezperce Fork of the
Bitterroot River. Several archaeclogical sites are assocliated with the trail.
Little else is known about cultural remains.
i, Land Use Authorizations
This consists of two cutfitter permits.
j. VYonfederal Lands
The area ls entirely National Forest.
k. Other Considerations
(1) Fire
Fire occurrence is low and the potential for large, intense fires is moderate
due to heavy accumulations of down fuels, particularly in lodgepole pine stands
that were decimated by mountain pine beetles in the 1930's. Heavy fuels are
concentrated in the mid reaches of Chicken and Deer Creeks.
(2) Insects and Disease
Insects and diseases are generally endemic; however, dwarf mistletoe reduces
annual growth in some areas ag does spruce budworm, a recurrent pest. There are

also areas of high-risk lodgepcle pine that will become increasingly susceptible
to mountain pine beetle attack.

D. Need
1. Proximity to Existing Wilderness and Population Centers

See Tables C=1 and C=-2,
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Table C-1

Regional Wilderness and Proximity to Bitterroot Forest

Prosamty to Thousard
¥ilderness General Location Rlue Joint Area fcres
Mrecorda-Pintler | Western Moatarm Less than 50 miles 159
Selway-Bitterrcot West central Montana less than 50 mlles &1

East central Idaho Less tten 50 mles 1,089
Welcare Creek Western Montana less than 50 mides &
Subtotal Three areas Less than 50 mles 1,627%
Gospel Buap Central Idahn 50 to 100 mles 206
Mission Mountains Kestern Montanz 50 to 100 mles ™
Rattlesneke Western Mentana 50 to 100 mles 3
Frark Curch-River of
to Returm Central Idaho 50 to 100 miles 2,239
Scapeprat Western fentana 56 ta 100 mles 240
Subtotal Fave areas 50 to 100 mles 2,792
Absardez-Beartooth South central Moutama 100 to 200 mles 92
Bob HMarshall Hestern Montana 100 to 200 mles 1,009
Cabinet Moumntaing Nerthwestern Montara 100 to 200 miles Y
Ezgle Cap Fortheastern Cregen 100 to 20 mles =4
Gates of the Mamtain Central Memtana 100 to 200 miles 29
Great Pear kestern Montana 100 to 200 mles 287
H11s Camyen Hest central Idaho 100 to 200 mles a4
Halls Camyon Northeastern Cregon 100 to 200 mles 108
Lee Metcalf Scuth central Moptara 100 to 200 mles =9
Red Fook Lakes South ¢entral Moatara 100 to 200 mles 32
Setooth Central Jd=ho 100 to 200 miles 217
Yenaha~-Tueanmon Northeastern Oregen 100 to 200 mules 66
Yerare-Tucarman Soutbeastern Wasmngten 100 to 200 miles 111
Subtotal 11 areas 100 to 200 miles 3,513
Total 19 areas Less than 200 mles 7,832

wilderness in RARE IT,
H fnother 395,000 acres in four areas hove been admimstratavely endeorsed for
wilderness in RARE IT,

Table C-2

Regional Population Centers and Distance from Roadless Areas

Another 309,000 acres an four 2reas have been adramstratively endorsed fop

Less Than

50 Mles 51-100 Miles 101-200 Miles 201-300 Miales
Populatim M M H M
Center Areas Acres Areas Jfores  Areas Acres  Areas Acres
Spcleane, WA 0 0 0 0 5 240 6 160
Boise, ID o v} 0 0 5 290 6 110
Poeatello, ID [ 2] o 0 0 0 11 400
Missoula, MO 3 155 8 245 0 0 0 0
Great Falls, MF 0 0 4] 0 1 L)) 0 o]
Ballirgs, M 0 1] 4] 0 0 0 1" 400
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2. Contribution to the Wilderness Preservation System

Classification as wilderness would add streamside meadows which are rare in the
northern portion of the Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness. Other
ecosystems and wildlife species are well-represented in existing wildermess.
It would provide added width to the Selway-Bitterroot and Frank Church-River of
Ne Return Wildernesses, which are relatively narrow in this viecinity. Climax
forest wildlife such as marten and pileated woodpecker would benefit, and
unroaded security areas for big-game animals would be provided. Habatat for the
genetically pure bighorn sheep herd would be added.

3. Pudblic Interest

Most of the Montana portion is a congressionally designated wilderness study
area (P.L., 95-150). No wilderness is proposed in the Idaho state bill (1984)
nor has the Governor recommended wilderness for any portion., The Montana state
bill (S. 2850) is silent on this area.

In the 1983 publie involvement on roadless areas, the Blue Joint area was one of
the priority areas with public support for wilderness c¢lassification. The area
is valued because of its wildlife, scenic beauty-~-especially the high elevation
meadows—--and I1fs proximity to existing wilderness areas. There is also concern
that without a formal unroaded classification, this type of use would be
short-lived.

The area is valued by other publics for nonwilderness uses because of snowmobile
and motore¢ycle use, and timber and mineral potential., A typical concern is the
need for additional acgres developed for commodity production to expand and
improve the depressed economy of the valley and Montana.

In RARE II, approximately 84 percent of responses to the DEIS supported
wilderness for the area. The majority of local publics supported nonwilderness
in the 1974 unit planning process, but not necessarily development options.

E. Alter ives angd Envi e Conseque
1. Management Emphasis by Alternative

Management prescriptions providing for roads have been grouped into a roaded
management emphasis since roading will preclude wilderness in the long term.
The semiprimitive recreation emphasis will maintain the roadless character.
Table C~7 displays total acreage assignment by management emphasis and
development by decade for each alternative. Table C-8 shows suitable timberland
and mineral potential acreage by management emphasis and alternative.

Salmon Forest alternatives are 1in the preliminary stages of development and
those that are similar have been matched with Bitterroot Forest alternatives.
Precise boundaries and acreage {figures for each management emphasis are not
available and may change.

Section E2 discusses Batterroot Forest impacts since the Salmon portion is so
small,
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Table C=7
Management Emphasis (Blue Joint)
(thousand acres)

Menagement Alternative-

Erphagis Bitterroot A B c 00 EY F L¢] H J
Salmon 1 2 2 12 12 1 8 2 11

Norznidermess designation 6.9 65.9 49,1 37.4 37.4 65.9 21.2 6.3 0

Foaded Frphasis g5 45.0 5.2 17.6 17.6 5 18.7 1.0 0
Batterroot Forest 19,0 49,0 3.2 17.6 17.6 0.0 18.7 1.0 0
Salmon Forest 5 0 0 * # 5 0 0 0

lnroaded Enpahasis 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Bitterroot Forest v} 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Salmon Forest 0 1] 0 L) * 0 0 0 ]

Semiprimitive recreation Bmphasis  16.4 16.9 13.9 19.3 18.3 65.4 2.5 5.3 0
Bitterroot Forest 16.4 16.4 13.4 19.3 19.3 65.4 2.5 5.3 0
Salmon Forest 0 5 5 ® 2 o] +] 0 o]

Wilderness designation 0 0 16.8 285 285 0 7 59.6 @ 65.2
Bitterroot Forest o 0 16.8 28.5 28,5 0 .2 59.1 64,7
Salmon Forest 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 5 5

Area developed by

Decade 1 4.8 12.2 3.5 8.8 8.8 0 4.7 0 0
Bitterroot Forest 4.8 12,2 3.5 8.8 8.8 0] b7 0 0
Salmon Forest ¢] 0] 0 » ¥ 0 0 o 0

Decade 5 5.9 65.9 3BT 17.6 17.6 5 0 0 0
Bitterroot Forest 65.4 65.4 3».2 17.6 17.6 0 18.7 1.0 0
Salmon Forest -5 5 -5 ® #* 05 0 4] 0

Area roadless in &

Decade 1 61.1 53.7 5.6 28.1 28.1 65.9 16.5 5.3 0
Bitterroot Forest 60.6 53.2 5.1 28.1 28.1 65.4 16.5 5.3 0
Salmon Forest 5 D 5 * # S 0 0 0

Decade 5 0 0 13.4 19.3 19.3 65.4 2.5 5.3 0
Bitterroot Forest 0 0 13.4 19.3 19.3 65.4 2.5 5.3 6
Salmon Forest 0 0 0 # *® 0 0 0 0

Current roadless acres 65-9 6509 65-9 65-9 65-9 65-9 65-9 6509 65-9
Bitterroot Forest 65.4 65.4 65.4 65.4 5.4 65.4 65.4 65.4 65.4
Salmon Forest 5 5 -5 5 5 5 5 5 5

# Salmon Forest wall develop narsilderness menagement emphasis at a later date,
¥ Does not inclwde wilderness designaticons.
#i# Proposled Action
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Suitable Timberland and Mineral Potential (Blue Joint)

{(thousand acres)
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Bitterroot Forest
Bitterroot Forest
Salmon Forest
Wildemess emphasis
Bitterroot Forest
Sadmon Forest
High mineral potential

Salmon Forest

Bitterroct Forest
Salmon Forest
Semiprimitive recreation emplesis

Roaded emphasis
Ihroaded emphasis

Batterroot Forest
Salmon Forest

Salmon Forest
Unreaded enphasas
Semiprimitive recreation emphasis

Roaded emphasis
Bitterroot Forest

nnoooo
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Salmon Forest
Wildemess emphasis

Bitterroot Forest

Salmon Forest

Bitterroot Forest

# Salmon Forest will develcp nowilderness management esphasis at a later date,

8 Proposed Action
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2. Impacts

a., Designation: Wilderness
Management Emphasis: Wilderness

Virtually the entire area is recommended for wilderness in Alternative J with
recommendations of 25, 43, 69, and 90 percent in Alternatives C, E, G, and H
respectively. Recommendations would expand the wilderness system either as an
addition to the Frank Church-River of No BReturn Wilderness or as a new
wilderness. Alternative C preserves land with high wilderness attributes while
minimizing effects on market outputs, Alternative E incorporates that portion
having the highest wilderness attributes, G adds land with high attributes, and
H and J add more land with moderate to low attributes,

Timber production is precluded on tentatively suitable land: all land in
Alternative J, 14 percent in C, and 27, 54, and 87 in E, G, and H respectively.
All land tentatively suitable for timber production amounts to 8 percent of the
Forest-wide total.

Wilderness precludes consideration of semiprimitive recreation management in
Alternative J and reduces the acreage available in C, E, G, and H, Recreation
use will continue t¢ be dominated by hunting, fishing, and camping.

Mineral exploration and development is foreclosed subject to valid existing
rights. All land rated as high potential is withdrawn in Alternative § and 11,
22, 49, and 96 percent in Alternatives C, E, G, and H respectively.

Nonpriced henefits and costs include:

- A natural level of visual quality is maintained.

- The wilderness system expands.

- A natural level of big-game forage and cover is maintained.
Cover/forage ratios will be determined by natural events such as
wildfire,

- Vegetative diversity tends toward old growth as modified by a more
nearly natural role for wildfire,

- QOld-growth dependent wildlife species are favored.

- Natural levels of watershed and fisheries are maintained.

- Local wood products employment decreases in Alterpative G, H, and J, but
should remain stable in C and E.

Fconomic and social effects vary depending on the amcunt of tentatively suitable
timberland and area of high mineral potential recommended for wilderness. The
wood products and mining industries would not be supported by this emphasis.
Wilderness could attract more tourism and enhance outfitter activities. Publics
interested in wilderness and pramitive recreation opportunities would be
supported, whereas those favoring mechanized use in a natural setting would not.
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b. Designation: Nonwilderness
Management Emphasis: Roaded

Timber, range, winter range, partial retention, roaded retention, and riparian
management presceriptions are in this emphasis. Some land is ineluded in the
emphasis in all alternatives except F, H and J. The highest level is in A and B
where about 75 percent of the roadless area is in this emphasis; the lowest in H
at 2 percent.

Virtually all tentatively suitable timberland is assigned to this emphasis in
Alternatives A and B, 71 percent in C, and 37 percent in E and G. High~value
old growth i1is scheduled for early removal; however, due to long rotations, old
growth will be retained above the minimum level in partial retention, roaded
retention, and riparian prescriptions, Farly harvest is also scheduled in
ledgepole pine stands which occupy much of the area,

Roads and timber harvest will foreclose future consideration for wilderness by
the end of the fifth decade; however, from 50-90 percent will remain roadless at
the end of decade 1. The roadless character would be changed to one including
roads, lessening the naturalness of the area as well as solitude, Present
semiprimitive recreation use would be disrupted as the recreation setting
changes to roaded.

becess for mineral and energy exploration 3is enhanced as the road systenm
expands. Lands of high mineral potentizl would be readily accessible in
Alternatives A, B and C, and about 44 percent in C, E, and G.

Transitory forage for livestock and wildlife is created by timber harvest.
Nonpriced benefits and costs include:

~  Visual quality will be at the lowest level (maximum modification) in
Alternatives A and B and the highest in G.

- Characteristics for future consideration as wilderness or semiprimitive
recreation are foregone by the end of the fifth decade.

=  Security cover for elk and other game will be greatly reduced in
Alternatives A, B, and C; however, road closures will mitigate this
ef'fect,

- Vegetative diversity tends towards yocunger age classes in Alternatives
A, B, C, and E, but retains a sizeable old growth compenent in G.

= Water qualaty 13 reduced but mitigated by high road construction and
maintenance standards,

- Local wood products employment increases significantly in Alternatives
A, B, and C, remains at current levels in E and F, and declines in G.
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Economie effects vary depending on the amount of land that is suitable for
timber production and the degree of consiraints for visuval, wildlife, and
watershed values. The greatest positive effect is for Alternatives A, B, and C
where most tentatively suitable land is retained in the timber base with few
constraints. The wood produets and mining industries are supported by this
emphasis. Publics favoring roadless or wilderness characteristies would mnot be
supported; however, much of the area would remain like it is for another 10
years., Those publics seeking semiprimitive recreation would have to shift wuse
elsewhere. OQutfitters could continue operations although the hunting experience
would be altered.

¢, Designation: Nonwilderness
Management Emphasis: Semiprimitive Recreation

The semiprimitive recreation prescription is the only one in this emphasis.
Some land is included in this emphasis in all alternatives except J. The
highest level is in Alternative F with virtually the entire area and the lowest
in G at 4 percent. Unrcoaded management in & and B is confined to several
relatively large, high elevation blocks that are not suitable for t{imber
production,

Except for possible mineral entry, rcadless characteristics will be retained
within a core area in Alternatives C, E, E1, F, G and H, and the land will
remain available for future consideration as wilderness. The roadless character
of the land would be mnaintained as would the wilderness attributes of
naturalness and solitude. Current forms of recreation use will continue.
Trailbike, snowmobile, and chain saw use are compatible.

Current levels of livestock use would continue.

Cover/forage relationships for wildlife will basically be determined by natural
events such as wildfire, but can be modified by prescribed fire.

Roads are not needed for surface management purposes but will be permitted for
mineral activities where construction is justified on the basis of maneral
showings or data, and where it is the next logical step in development of the
mineral resource. Fourteen, 13, and 100 percent of lands with high mineral
potential are assigned this emphasis in Alternatives C, E, and F respectively.

Timber production is precluded on 15, 35, and 99 percent of the tentatively
suitable timber base in Alternatives C, E and F respectively. No tentatively
suitable timberland is assigned this emphkasis in Alternatives & and B, and only
1solated and intermingled lands in Alternative C. Alternatives E and G
incorporate lands of higher site quality, much of which would be difficult to
develop because of low product values and/or difficult terrain.
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Nonpriced benefits and costs include:

= A natural level of visual quality is maintained.

= The wilderness coption is retained for future consideration,

~ Near natural cover/forage ratios for big game are retained but may be
modified by prescribed fire.

= Vegetative diversity tends toward old growth, but may be modified by
prescribed fire.

- Old-growth dependent wildlife are favored,

= Natural levels of watershed and fisheries are retained.

- The current mix of recreation use is retained.

= Local wood products employment decreases in Alternatives F, G, and H,
should be retained in E, and would increase in A, B, and C.

- Access for mineral exploration would not be provided.

Economic and social effects vary depending upon the amount of tentatively
suitable timberland in this emphasis. The effect is greatest in Alternatives E,
F, and G with no effect in A and B. The wood products industry is not supported
by this emphasis. Miners could continue to operate; however, costs would be
higher without road access. Land would remain much like it is, thus supporting
current recreation use, livestock grazing, and outfitters.

c-71



Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Salmon National Forest portion)

This roadless area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative on the Salmon National Forest portion.

On the Salmon National Forest portion, no resource activities are
predicted which would preclude consideration of this area for wilderness
during the next plan revision, Mineral potential is low.

The entire roadless area is evaluated in Appendix C of the Bitterroot
National Forest's Draft Envirounmental Impact Statement. The Salmon
National Forest's preferred alternative is a recommendation until the
final decision 1s approved in the Bitterroot National Forest's Final
Environmental Impact Statement.
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Effects of Wilderness/Nonwilderness Management Prescriptions 1/

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE

{Acres)
Roadless Area 13941 Blue Joint Mountain Forest Plan Alternative
Management
Prescription 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 {preferred)
7A Proposed
Wilderness 490 g0 490 kg0 490 490 koo 490
Nonwilderness™*
2A Lgo 490
3A-5B 4g0
5A 490

* Refer to Alternative map for prescription descriptions

1/Salmon Forest portion only.
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TMPACTS ON WILDERNESS CHARACTER

Roadless Area 13941 Blue Joint
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Roadless Area

TABLE €

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESTGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

13941 Blue Joint Mountasn
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ROADLESS ARFA EVALUATION

ANDERSON MOUNTAIN ROADLESS ARFA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13942 - 18,120 Acres

Deseription (Salmon National Forest portion)

For a complete description of the entire roadless area, refer to
the Beaverhead National Forest Plan DEIS.

The Anderson Mountain Roadless Area 1is approximately 30 air miles
north of Salmon, Idaho. The area is bounded on the east by the
Continental Divide which is the Idaho-Montana state boundarv; on
the south by a road along Dahlonega Creek (079) and by a road along
Threemile Creek; on the west bv the ridge between Anderson Creesk
and Crone Gulch, by the ridge between Crone Gulch and Plerce Creek,
and Highway 93. Access to the area can be gained from Highwav 93,
from the ridge road to Anderson Mountain, and from the road zalong
Dahlonega Creek.

The southern portion is dissected by Anderson Creek, Nez Perce
Creek and Threemile Creek. Pilerce Creek drains the northern
portion. Elevations range from about 4,600 feet near Gibbhomsville,
to over 8,000 feet at Anderson Mountain, Slopes are between 30 and
70 percent throughout most of the area, This area contains neither
cirque basins nor lakes. Average amnnual precipitation of 30 to 35
inches occurs mostly as snow, spring rains, and fall rains., Summer
highs of 80 to 90 degrees at the low elevations are contrasted by
winter lows of 35 to 40 degrees below zero at the higher eleva~
tions. Quartzites bedrock forms the sandy loam to loamy sand
textured soils.

Much of the area 1s timbered by Douglas-fir, with ponderosa pine
occurring on the hotter—drier sites and Lodgepole pine and sub~-
alpine fir occurring at the higher elevations. Fngelmann spruce is
found 1in creek bottoms and on wet sites. Open, grassv, dry-land
meadows are scattered throughout the higher elevational areas. The
ecosystems found in the area are western spruce-fir and grand fir/
Douglas fir,

Current recreation uses include backpacking, trail bike riding,
horseback riding, cross country skiing, and hunting. TUse was
estimated at approximately 1,200 RVD's in 1982,

Timber sale activities have occurred on 296 acres in the southwest
corner. The area impacted by these activities no longer meet
roadless area criteria and this portion of the roadless area will
not be considered further for wilderness.

The unit is essentially natural appearing.

Anderson Mountain Roadless Area is contiguous with roadless area

#01942 (Beaverhead NF) on the east and north and is bordered by
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ITI.

lands that have been intensively managed for timber harvest on the
west and south,

The scenery in this unit is considered common for the Salmon
National Forest, The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail
corridor passes through this roadless area.

Capability

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this area;
minor boundary changes would be necessary to eliminate an intrusion
on the southwest corner. Size is not a factor with this area.

Man's influence on the area's natural integrity has been very low.
The impacts that exist are long term in nature, but are limited to
a small percentage of the land and can easily be separated by
boundary modification.

Most visitors would find this roadless area to be apparently
natural and free from disturbance.

The area provides only moderate opportunities for solitude, The
vegetative screening is dense, but the topographic screening is
moderate, The distance from the perimeter to the area core rates
ag moderate and there are some permanent cff-site intrusions. The
size of the unit rates as low potential, contributing to the
overall rating for solitude as moderate.

The opportunity for primitive recreation is high due to vegetation,
diversity, and lack of recreation facilities, Opportunities would
include hiking, hunting, camping, cross—country skiing and horse-
back riding. The opportunity for challenging experiences or
encountering serious hazards is rare.

Availability

Resource Potentials and Uses

Recreation use associated with the Continental Divide National
Scenic Trail is expected to increase as implemwentation of the trail
proceeds., Hunting use will likely increase as access to and
through the unit improves.

This large area of key elk summer range includes a significant
portion of the migration corridor that is used by elk and mule deer
herds that primarily summer in Montana and winter in Idaho. Wet
meadows in the heads of Anderson, Smithy and Threemile Creeks and
abundant dry wmeadows in Pierce and Nez Perce Creeks contribute to a
near optimum cover/forage ratio for big game, as well as overall
wildlife habitat diversity, The normal complement of small birds
and mammals are present, and black bear, mountain lion and lvnx are
knowm to occur.
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Four streams within this area are known to have trout. Habitat
characteristics are representative of small, moderate-to~high
gradient streams. Habitat condition would be rated as good to
excellent., Game fish species present include rainbow, cutthroat,
and bull trouts. Fishing use of the streams is rated as light,
with fishing quality fair.

The headwaters of two major streams tributary to the North Fork of
the Salmon River are located below the Continental Divide in this

area. The headwaters of Plerce Creek and Dahlonega Creek produce

excellent quality water.

Except for a small amount of recreational horse use, the area is
not grazed by livestock,

The area does not contain any ecosystems determined from RARE IT to
be in need of representation in the wilderness system,

Approximately 95 percent of the area is potentlally suitable
timberland. The estimated standing volume is approximately 94.9
million board feet with an estimated potential annual yield of .9
million board feet., The volume is composed of ponderosa pine,
Douglas-fir, and lodgepole pine, One existing intrusion results
from a trespass timber harvest in 1979. A 5 million board feet
timber sale is proposed for fiscal year 1885 in the southwest
portion, 1In addition, a one million board feet sale is proposed in
the southeastern portion for figcal vear 1987, and a three million
board feet timber sale is proposed in the northern portion for
fiscal year 1988. Exact cutting areas are not vet determined for
-the 1987 and 1988 proposed sales,

The hardrock mineral potential of the area was rated as unknown in
the RARE II evaluation, and no new data modifies the original
rating, Gold and copper occur within this area. Mining claim
owners continue to do assessment work, with some expanding theilr
claim activity, The roadless area currently contains no active
mining operations. There is no known potential for currently
leasable minerals.

The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is considered
moderate. Historic structures are known to exist, but theilr
significance has not been evaluated.

Approximately 1.5 miles of Svstem Road are within the perimeter of
the roadless area., TIn addition, the area includes 8.37 mileg of
the Continental Divide Trail and 16.53 miles of System TFrail, A
trail easement is needed for about 1.4 miles of System Trail on
private land. Within the planned intrusion are 7,75 miles of
proposed System Road. Trall easements are needed across private
lands within the intrusion for 1.13 miles of System Trail. Part of
the Keating Cutfitter and Guide permit area is within the roadless
area.
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Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is moderate.

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing
hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic. However, many
lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over-
stocking., Western spruce budworm is periodically killing some of
the understory Douglas-fir, especially on the drier sites. Occa-
sionally, the tops of the larger trees are killed., The Douglas-fir
beetle pericdically kills small groups of the older, larper
Douglas-fir. Dwarf mistletoe is causing sericus deterioration imn
some Douglas-fir stands.

There are private lands within the intrusion in Anderson Creek, and
at the forks of Dahlonega Creek and Nez Perce Creek, These areas
total 100 acres, and 61 acres, respectively.

Nead

The Anderson Mountain Roadless Area is located approximately 55
road miles from the River of No Return Wilderness. Use of this
wilderness ranges from low to high, depending on the particular
area,

The Roadless Area 1s located approximately 45 miles from Salmon,
Idaho; 185 miles from Idaho Falls, Tdaho; and 95 miles from
Missoula, Montana.

The area does not represent any unique ecosystem,

During RARE T this area was Inventoried as the Anderson - Nez Perce
Roadless Area #290, The decision in the RARE 1 FEIS was to manage
this area for mon-wilderness resource development. Public opinion
was In general agreement that the area should not be studied
further for wilderness. It was not a controversial area during
RARE T,

The Anderson - Nez Perce Roadless Area #290 was inventoried and
evaluated in BARF IT as the Anderson Mountain Roadless Area #04042,
The decision on the RARE IT FETS was to manage this area for non-
wilderness resource development. Anderson Mountain was not con-
troversial during the RARE II process.

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise and Idaho Falls in August 1983,
Prior to the meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter
with four proposals i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest
Industries, other commodity user groups and the 1979 Idaho Wildlife
Federatlon proposal, TFollowing the hearings Senator McClure has
recelved additional input from the environmental groups and the
Governor of Idaho. Neither group made any special recommendation
on this area. However, the Idaho Department of Fish and Game
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provided input to Governor Evans and recommended further planning
for this area. The issue at hand in this case is roadless manage-
ment to provide for an interstate migratory elk herd rather than
wilderness., Tt is expected that this will be an issue as the
Forest Plan develops,

The Anderson Mountain roadless area is contiguous to roadless lands
on the Beaverhead National Forest in Montana. The wilderness/non-
wilderness issue has not been highly controversial on the
Beaverhead,

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness. The Tdaho Wildlife Federation (IWF) and Idzho OQutfit-
ters and Guides Association (TI0GA) recommended a "Reserved" status
for the area which is basically development only if it can be done
without impairing environmental values. The Idaho Environmental
Council supported the IWF and IOGA recommendatrions. Earth First!
and the Idaho Fish and Game Commission recommended wilderness for
the entire area, The Tdzho Mining Associstion, Idaho Cattlemen's
Association, Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool
Growers, Idaho Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries
Council, and Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness
for Anderson Mountain. No specific recommendation was received
from Governor Evans or the Idaho Wildlands Defense Coalition, The
wilderness /non-wilderness issue on Anderson Mountain generated a
moderate level of controversy during Forest Plan review of roadless
areas.

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act in
the Senate. The Anderson Mountain Roadless Area was not included
in this proposed wilderness legislationm.

Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Salmon National Torest
portion)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative on the Salmon National Forest portiom,

On the Salmon National Forest portion, some resource activity would
occur on about 50 percent of the area which would preclude that
portion of the area from consideration for wilderness during the
next plan revision, Mineral potential is unknown,

The entire roadless area 1s evaluated in Appendix C of the
Beaverhead National Forest's Draft Environmental Impaect Statement.
The Salmon National Forest's preferred alternative is a
reconmendation until the final decision is approved im the
Beaverhead National Forest's Final Fnvironmental TImpact Statement.
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Effects of Wilderness/Nonwilderness Management Prescriptions 1/

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE

(Acres)
Roadless Area 13942 Anderson Mountain Forest Plan Alternative

Management
Prascraiption 1 2 3 [ 5 3 7 8 9 10 11 12(preferred)

T7A Proposed
Wilderness 15,946 15,946 15,946 18,120

Nonwirlderness™®

24 1,241 4,179
28 17,542

3A-5A 10,536 346 37 8,941
3A-5D 18,120 10,039

3A-5E 8,081

4B-1 350 264

4B-3 7.584 587

4c 228 2,174

5A 3,624 3,513 18,12¢

5B 14,496 14,607

£8-0

* Refer to Alternative map for prescription description.

1/ Salmon Forest portion only Refer to Beaverhead National Forest DEIS for description of the complete Roadless area




Roadless Area

TAELE B

IMPACTS CN WILDERNESS CHARACTER

13942 Anderson Hountain
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Roadless Area

TABLE €

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL LNVIRONMENT

13942 Andersom Mountain

ENVIRONHMENT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT & ALT § ALT 6
Potential Adverse
Effects on Soirl H .
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Very slight Slight Houne §light 1 Slight Very slight H
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+on Water Quality
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e
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Wildlife Habitat = H . .
Capabilaty -~ Elk
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.

4o
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-
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Wildlife habi- None None None None Wildlife habi-
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&tamber harvest stamber harvest
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*Capability - Elk H
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Potential Effects
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o
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATTON

WEST BIG HOLE ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13943 - 81,068 Acres

Description (Salmon National Forest portion)

For a complete description of the entire roadless area, refer to
the Beaverhead National Forest Plan DEIS.

The West Big Hole Roadless Area is approximatelvy 10 air miles
northeast of Salmon, Idaho. The entire area is bounded on the east
by the Continental Divide, The Divide 45 the boundary between
Idaho and Montana and also the boundary between the Salmon National
Forest and the Beaverhead Natiomnal Forest. The area is divided
into two parts where the Forest boundarvy i1s separated by lands
administered by the Bureau of Land Management., The southern
portion of the area is bounded on the east by the Forest boundary
and on the south by the Kemmey Creek road. The western portion of
the area is bounded by the Forest boundary, the ridge between Tower
Creek and Fourth of July Creek, the Fourth of July Creek from
Fourth of July to Stein Mountain and back to Magpie Canyon, then
northwesterly around the slope to Wagonhammer Creek, the Wagon-
hammer Creek road to Highway 93, northwest and northerly aecross
the slope above Highway 93, the ridge south at Bill's Canyon east
to the head of Silverleads Creek, north along Stein Gulech to Sheep
Creek. The north boundary is a ridge between Little Sheep Creek
and Lick Creek, Access to the area can be gained from the roads up
the many drainages that have their headwaters in the area,

The area is dissected bv manv stresms that drain into the Lemhi,
the Salmon, and the North Fork of the Salmon Rivers. Elevations
range from approximately 5,600 feet to over 10,200 feet at Freeman
Peak, Glaciation has formed broad U-shaped valleys at the heads of
the major drainages, however, there was very little cirque develop-
ment. Many high rocky peaks and rocky rildges occur throughout the
area. This high country is typical of alpine glaciated country,
Average annual precipitation 1s between 15 and 35 inches, falling
mostly as spring and fall rains or winter snow, Summer high
temperatures of 80 and 90 degrees at the lower elevations are
contrasted by high elevation winter lows of 40 degrees below zero,
Quartzite bedrock forms the area's loamv sand to sandy loam tex-—
tured soils.

Ponderosa pine and Douglas-—fir at the lower elevations are replaced
by lodgepole pine, subalpine fir, Engelmann spruce and some white-
bark pine at the higher elevations., Grassv openings and wet
meadows are scattered throughout the area. PRock outcroppings and
talus slopes occur on the high peaks and ridges. The three eco-
system tvpes represented in the area are western spruce-fir, grand
fir/Douglas-fir, and alpine meadows and barren.

Recreation use was estimated at 3100 RVD's in 1982 and is primarily
related to hunting and backpacking with limited trail bike riding.
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Several Intrusions were identified in the area through public and
in-service input. There are seven road corridors: 1) Pratt

Creek, 2) Wimpy Creek, 3) Freeman Creek, 4) Eagle Mountain, 5)
Bradley Gulch, 6) Sandy Creek, and, 7) Kenney Creek associated with
mineral and timber activities and private land access., These roads
have been and will continue to be pariodically maintained, There
are six intrusions associated with timber sale activity: Two of
these are in the Carmen Creek drainage, one is in the Black Tail
Creek drainage, one in Silverleads, one in Dry Gulch, and one in
Sheep Creek, These intrusions total 2000 acres. The areas direct-
1y impacted by these activities no longer meet roadless area
criteria and those portions of the roadless area will not be
considered further for wilderness.

Also, during public involvement, input was received to the effect
that the "jeep road"” separating the West Big Hole and the Silver-
leads Roadless Areas was not a road, but a trail along the old
phone line, This was verified and the inventory was adjusted by
combining the Silverleads Roadless Area #13519 with West Big Hole
#13943., The entire area is now identified as West Big Hole #13943.

The area is essentially natural appearing.

The area is contiguous with another roadless area (#01943) on the
Beaverhead National Forest on the east, and lands administered by
the BLM on the south. Tt is bordered by developed National Forest
System lands on the west and north,

The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail Corridor passes
through this roadless area. The area contains significant amounts
of outstanding scenery.

Capability

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this unit.
Boundary changes would be necessary, as the existing unit has been
virtually cut in two by a timber related intrusion. Size 1s not a
factor with this unit.

There has been virtunally no influence by man on the natural integ-
rity of this unit, with the exception of a2 timber sale in the
Carmen Creek drainage and mear the head of Little Silverleads Creek
and a few scattered mining related impacts. Existing roads up
Carmen, Freeman, Pratt and Wimpey Creeks effectively provide access
to the Interior of the roadless area, Mining impacts are very
apparent in the head of Wimpey Creek and especially Pratt Creek
where there remains numerous bulldings and other structures from
past activities.

Visitors would find this unit to be natural appearing, except in
areas of past extensive mining.

This area provides a very high opportunity for solitude based on
its large size, distance from core to perimeter, topographic and
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vegetative screening. Only the existence of some permanent off-
site intrusions prevent it from being rated as outstanding. The
area also provides very high opportunities for primitive recreation
due to the above factors and a high degree of diversity and minimal
developed recreation facilities.

The area offers many opportunities for challenging experiences due
primarily to terrain features.

Availability

Resource Potentials and Uses

Recreatlon use in this unit is expected to increase significantly
in the future as implementation of the Continental Divide National
Scenic Trail proceeds. Increases will be primarily in backpacking,
hiking, and horseback riding, with some increase in hunting as
access is improved.

This large area is bounded on the east by the Continental Divide
and consists primarily of rugged high-elevation lands, with numer-
ous pezaks in excess of 9,300 feet high. Mountain goats are found
in much of the area, as are marmots and pikas. This area contains
the entire upper portion of the Sheep Creek drainage and the Gold-
stone Pass—Kennev Creek area, both of which are considered "“core"
areas of paramount importance to the migration corridor for inter-
state mule deer and elk herds. It also contains areas of key big
game range in Little Sheep Creek, Stein Gulch, and Kenmney Creek.
Black bear and mountain lion are particularly numerous in the Sheep
Creek portion of this area, but are found throughout. Resident elk
are present in small numbers in most drainages, and resident mule
deer occur throughout the area., Bighorn sheep are occasionally
observed, but actual status of this species is not known. Wildlife
habitat diversity is very good, primarily due to the broad range of
elevations and habitat types Inherent to this area, The Silver-
leads~Wagonhammer portion of the area 1s key big game winter range
for mule deer and elk. It is of vital importance to approximately
600 elk that constitute almost one-half of an interstate (Idaho-
Montana) herd and over twice that many migratory mule deer. Very
few elk or deer summer in this area.

This area contains significant anadromous fish habitat in Sheep
Creek, which is in essentially pristine condition. Tn additionm,
numerous other streams provide habitat for resident trout. Present
habitat condition in these other streams is excellent., Three
mountain lakes within the area have the potential to support fish,
Fishing use of most area streams is light, with quality rated as
fair to good, The anadromous production potential is substantial,

The southern portion of the roadless area produces essential
irrigation supplies for numerous ranchers and residences. Stream
conditions are generally good, and the area produces excellent
quality water, A pipeline has been constructed for transporting
water in the Wimpey Creek area.
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S8ix cattle and horse grazing allotments extend into the roadless
area along the western and southern boundaries. The six allotments
are Sheep Creek, Burns Basin, Fourth of July Creek, Carmen Creek,
Pattee Creek, and Sandy Creek. Very little suitable range is
actually within the boundary of the roadless area. In total, the
roadless area contributes fewer than 750 AUM's of permitted use
each year. There are approximately 4.5 miles of fence and 13 water
developments within the roadless area boundary. Approximately 60
percent of the suitable range is rated fair and 40 percent rated
good,

Although the elk sedge meadow in Davis Canvon represents a unique
vegetative community, the area does not contain any ecosvystems
determined from RARE TI to be in need of representation in the
wilderness system.

There are two proposed Research Natural Areas (Fenney Creek and
Davis Canvon) within the boundary of the roadless area. The Davis
Canyon site contains an excellent representation of an elk sedge
meadow.

Approximately 28 percent of the area is potentially suitable
timberland. An estimated 139.4 million board feet of sawtimber
growing stock volume within the area have an estimated annual
potential yield of 1.5 million board feet. The volume is composed
primarily of Douglas~fir at lower elevations and lodgepole pine at
higher elevations. Alpine fir and Engelmann spruce also occur as
minor components. One sale of approximately two million board feet
was sold in the center of the unit iIn Carmen Creek in 1981. A
small intrusion on the northwest border resulted from part of a
cutting unit from a 1968 timber sale that was erroneously fncluded
in the original roadless evaluation., A salvage sale of blown down
material is proposed for 1983 in the head of Fourth of Julv Creek.
If a purchaser is not found, 1t 1s proposed to provide access to
the area to allow the material to be gathered for firewood. An
additional small intrusion would result from a portion of a one
million board feet sale in 1986 on the northwest border. Several
cutting units of a 5.3 million board feet sale in 1975 intrude at
the head of Little Silverleads Creek. A4 3.9 million board feet
sale which was sold in 1981 in the head of Wagonhammer Creek has
had no activities started to date.

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated as high in
the RARE II evaluation, and no new data modifies the original
rating. Past mineral production from this area includes silver,
gold, lead, zinc, and copper. There are numerous patented mining
claims and associated low standard access roads within the area.
Mining claim owners are continuing assessment work in this roadless
area, Although one oil and gas lease has been issued within the
area since RARE TII, there 1s no known potential for currently
leasable minerals.

little 1s known of the existence of prehistoriec cultural resources,
The potential would be considered moderate in major drainage
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bottoms and low elsewhere. There are known historic resources
scattered throughout the unit, but none have been evaluated for
gignificance,

Roadless area lands in the North Fork of the East Fork of Tower
Creek, for a length of 0.6 mile, are under permit to Thomas Conrad
for culinary and irrigation water purposes, Parts of the area have
previously been, but are not now, under permit for Outfitter/Guide
purposes. The roadless area also includes 31.6 miles of System
trail, 3.8 miles of which are within the upper Carmen Creek intru-
sion. There are also 3.3 miles of the historic Lewis and Clark
Trail in the Silverleads-Wagonhammer portion of the area.

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is high in the Silverleads-Wagonhammer portion with
potential for large fires. 1t is moderate over the rest of the
area,

Much of the area contains high elevation (non-commercial) timber
types, which are less susceptible to insect attack. However, there
is an increasing hazard of a mountain pine beetle epidemic in the
lower elevation lodgepole stands. Many lodgepole stands have slow
growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over stocking, Western spruce
budworm is periodically killing some of the understory Douglas-fir,
especially on the drier sites. Occasionally, the tops of the
larger trees are being killed, The Douglas-fir beetle periodically
kills small groups of the older, larger Douglas~fir. Dwarf mistle-
toe is causing serious deterioration In many Douglas-fir stands
north of Kirtley Creek,

There are two tracts of private land in upper Fourth of July Creek
and two tracts in Gold Star Gulch, totaling 36.7 acres and 13.6
acres, respectively,

Need

The West Big Hole Roadless Area 1s approximately 50 road miles from
the River of No Return Wilderness. Use of this area ranges from
low to high, depending on the particular location,

The Roadless Area is approximately 15 rcad miles from Salmon,
TIdahoj 155 miles from Tdaho Falls, Idahoj and 115 miles from
Missoula, Montana,

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Silverleads #291,
Beaverhead 1 #292 and Beaverhead TI #294 roadless areas. The
decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage these areas for non-
wilderness resource development, Public opinion received on the
areas during RARE I was divided. The area was not considered
controversial during RARE T.

The RARE T Silverleads #291 portion of the area was inventoried and
evaluated in the Silverleads Unit Land Management Plan (LMP). The
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decision in the LMP was to manage this area for non-wilderuness
resource development, with a portion of the area being managed in a
roadless condition. Again, the public opinion was for non-
wilderness resource development. The wilderness/mon-wilderness
issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process. During this
evaluation, the Stein Mountain Lookout phone line trail was con-
sidered a jeep road which accounted for the individual evaluation,
This portion of the Roadless Area was not evaluated in RARE IT
because of the LMP process.

During RARE II the Beaverhead I #292 and Beaverhead IT #294 road-
less areas were inventoried and evaluated as the West Big Hole
Roadless Area #04943. During the evaluation, the area was "split"
into three segments, i.e., the North, South, and Middle West Big
Hole units. The decision on the RARE II FEIS was for non-wilder-
ness resource management for all three segments. Publie opinion
was divided but there was strong sentiment from environmental
organizations that the area should be wilderness. They included
the area as a Wilderness candidate in their RARE IT Idaho Citizens®
Alternative "W." The area was considered controversial during RARE
1I.

The area is contiguous with roadless lands on the Beaverhead
National Forest in Montana (Roadless Area #01943). A portion of
this area was recommended for wilderness in the Beaverhead Forest
Land Management Plan., The area was highly controversial on the
Beaverhead during RARE II and their Forest Planning process.

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act' hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls in August 1983,
Prior to the meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter
with four proposals, i.e., Forest Service RARE II, Forest Indus-
tries, Other Commodityv user groups, and the 1979 Tdaho Wildlife
Federation propoesal, Following the hearings Senator McClure has
received additional input from the environmental groups and the
Governor of Tdaho. The environmental groups have recommended
wilderness for approximatelvy 51,000 acres on the Idaho portion of
the West Big Hole. The area was not included in any of the
Gavernor's recommendations for wilderness or roadless management.
The Idaho Department of Fish and Game recommended 7,190 acres on
the RARE II portions known as North West Big Hole (N4943) and
44,505 acres on Middle West Big Hole (M4943) for further planning,

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness. The Idaho Wildlands Defense Ceoalition recommended
51,000 acres for wilderness, The Idaho Fish and Game Commissdion
recommended the RARE II North - West Big Hole (7190 acres) and the
Middle - West Big Hole (44,505 acres) for willderness, Earth First!
recommended the entire area for wilderness. The Idaho Wildlife
Federation (IWF) and Idaho Outfitters and Guldes Association (I0GA)
recommended wilderness status for 70,500 acres. The Idaho Environ-
mental Council supported the IWF and IOGA recommendations,
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The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association,
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, Tdaho Forest Industries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the West
Big Hole area, The wilderness/non-wilderness issue on the West Big
Hole generated a relatively low level of controversy during Forest
Plan review of roadless areas.

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act in
the Senate. The West Big Hole Roadless Area was not included in
this proposed wilderness legislation.

Following the introduction of Senator McClure's proposed Idaho
Forest Management Act, considerable concern was expressed by the
various environmental groups over the low acreage in the Bill,
Governor Evans has also expressed concern and has modified his
recommendation to Senator McClure. His letter, dated

April &, 1984, in part, states:

"In addition to the areas I have listed, there are other areas
worthy of special consideration., First, the North Lemhis and
the West Bigholes near Salmon are currently the topic of
negotiations inveolving ranchers, conservationists, and people
associated with the forest products industry. 7T support the
negotiations on these areas and T am hopeful that the recom-
mendations made will ultimately be incorporated in this bill,"

Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Salmon National Forest
portion)

This roadless area is not recommended for wilderness designation in
the preferred alternative on the Salmon Mational Forest portion,

On the Salmon National Forest portion, no resource activities are
predicted which would preclude consideration of this area for
wilderness during the next plan revision. Mineral potential is
high, Timing of possible development of mineral resources is not
known but if development should occur the area disturbed by mining
and access construction would be precluded from further wilderness
consideration,

The entire roadless area is evaluated in Appendix C of the
Beaverhead National Forest's Draft Environmental Tmpact Statement.
The Salmon National Forest's preferred alternative is a
recommendation until the final decision is approved in the
Beaverhead National Forest's Final Environmental Tmpact Statement.
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Effects of Wilderness/Nonwilderness Management Prescriptions 1/

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE
{(Acres)

Roadless Area 13943 West Big Hole Forest Plan Alternative

Management
Prescription 1 2 3 i 5 b 7 8 9 10 11

12 (preferred)

7A Proposed
wilderness 45,398 46,209 46,209 52,694 59,990 72,961 72,961 81,068

Nonwilderness®

2A 6,598 175 16,104 79,446 227 198 120 378
2a-1

2B 16,164 18,924 24,296 20,115 2,589 168
3a-ha

3A-54 352

3A-5D 21,658 1,726

4a 835 2,553 187 1,164

4p-1 2,283 60 1,017 329
4c 5,835 8,197 8,315 451

5A 6,824 10,687 21,820 115
1) 15,841 9,521 32,009 247 5.785
8C 40,996

5D 2,718

BE 6,815 7i8 3,237 31k 2,865

5F 6,995 3.901

8a 485 4a7 1,332

Refer to Alternative map for prescription description

12,079
21,461
26,065

143

3.370
10,122

7,828

1/ Salmon Forest portion only. Refer to Beaverhead National Forest DEIS for description of the complete Roadless area



TABLE B

IMPACTS OF UILDFPUTSS CHARACTER
Roadless Area 13943 West Big Hole
T
WILDERNESS
CIUARACTFRISTICS ALE 1 AlT 2 ALT 3 ALT &4 ALT 5 ATT 6
*Natural H .
“Integrity - 4 1 B .
Apparent B .
:Naturalness H
H v Fairly : Fairly Fairly Fairly Hoderate Fairly
. 3 high : high high . high high
. Solitude . .
H Good Good . Good Good Some Good
H * gpportunity ! gopportunity opportunity opportunity apportunity opportunity
JPrimitive . H : .
Reereation H
H : Good t Good Geod Good Some Gaad
* oppartunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunlty

Challenging
tExperiences . H :
: Winter sports , Winter sports - Winter sports Winter sports Winter sports Winter sports
H - and cross-— and cross- and cross-— and cross-— and cross- and cross-
H country travel country trave)  country travel country travel country travel couatry travel
*Special
Features . -

. Mountazn : Hountarn : Mountain Hountain * Mountain Mountain

: peaks peaks peaks peaks peaks peaks
. unaffecred unaffected unaffected unaffected unaffected unaffected
WILBLRIESS
CHARACTCRISTICS ALT 7 ALT § ALT 9 ALT 10 ATT 11 ATT 12
Natural
Iategrity =~ - -
JApparent . . N
:Naturalngss
. Faarly Fairly Fairly Fairly Fairly Fairly

high high high high high hagh

:Splitude B
H Good : Good Good + Good Good Good
. . opportunity opportunity . opportuniky . opportunity opportunity opportunity .
Primitive :
*Recreation
. Good Good Good . Good Good Gaod
. opportunily opportunity opportunity opportunity oppertunity opportunity

.

Challenging
Erperiences

.

Winter sports
and ¢ross=
country travel

Winter sports
and cross-
country trave]l

Vinter sports
and cross-
country travel

Winter sports .
and cross-—
country travel

Winter sports .
and cross=
country travel

Uinter spoetrts .
and cross-
country travel

Special
Features

.

Hountain
peaks
unaffected

Mountain
peaks
unaffected

VFountain
peaks
unaffected

Mountain
peaks
unaffected

Mounta:in
peaks
unaffected

Hountain
peaks
unaffected
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Roadless Area*

TABLE ¢

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL ENYIRONMENT

13943 West Big Hole

ENVIRONMERT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 ALT 5 ALT 6
Potential Adverse :
Effects om So1l : . .
Froductivity H H . H . .
: None . Hone : None * None Very stight None
.Potential Effects 3
on Water Quality : H . .

: None Hone » None - None v Slaghtly Hene :

H H adverse *

PRy

JAir Qualaty

oo

Meets class II

Heets class II

Moets class I1

Meets class IT

Meets elass II

Meets class II

. Btate state * state state state state
. * standards : standards ~ standards standards standards standards H
Potentilal Effects H
on Plant H H .
Copmunities H :
: None * Nomna t Nome Neone Timber harvest Hone
:Wildlirfe Habitat H .
Capability - Elk . : H
Ins:gnificant Inrsizgarfieant -~ Ies:goificant Insignificant Significant Insignificant
H ¢ change ¢ change : change change adverse mmpact change
*Potential Effects .
on Fish Habatat M . .
Capabrizty : : . .
Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignifacant Siightly Insignificant
change . change change chaunge adverse 1mpact change ¢
ENVIRGHMENT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT ¢ ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Potential Adverse . ’
Effects on Soal : :
.Productivity
* None Nene Nene Horne : Nene None .
Potential Effects . .
*on Water Quality *
H Rone Wone None Hone None None

PSP

Air Quality :

+

Heets class I1

Meets class II

Meets cless II

HMeets class IL

Meets class IE

Meets class XII

s es oaa

state state state 1 state state state
: standards ¢ standards : standards ¢ standards standards standards .
Potentral Effects .
on Plant : :
Communities -
: None + None Notre Nornte None Nonre
Wildiafe Habitat - M N -
Capability - Elk .
. Imsagnificant Insignificant Insignificant : Insignificant Insignificant Insignifaicant
: change « change + change « change change change
Potential Effects *
‘on Fish Habitat .
.Capability .
. + Insignificant * Iusignificant -+ Imsignificant - Insignificant Ingignificant Insignificant
change change change change change change
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

GOAT MOUNTAIN ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13944 —-- 35,488 Acres

Description (S8almon National Forest portion)

For a complete description of the entire roadless area, refer to
the Beaverhead National Forest Plan DEIS.

The Goat Mountain Roadless Area is approximatelv 30 air miles
gsoutheast of Salmon, Tdaho, and three air miles north of Leadore.
The area is bounded on the south and east by the Forest boundarv,
on the north by the Idaho-Montana border and by the Grizzly Hill
road (012) along the border, on the east by State Highwav 29.
Acecess to the area can be gained from these roads.

The area is dissected by one major stream, Little Eightmile Creek,
and numerous smaller streams. The highest point in the roadless
area is 9,900 feet at Goat Mountain, the low point is 6,200 feet
above sea level, The topography of the area is broad rounded
ridges with slopes ranging from 20 to 50 percent. The headlands of
Little Eightmile Creek are rugped alpine glaciated topography.
Average annual precipitation of 15 to 20 inches occurs mostlv as
snow, Temperatures vary from summer highs of 80 to 90 degrees, to
40) below zero in the winter. Sedimentary limestone bedrock forms
the loamy textured soils of this area, much of’ which is covered
with sagebrush and grass. TLodgepole pine cccurs at the higher
elevations and Douglas-fir patches are scattered throughout the
area. The ecosystems that occur in the area are western spruce-fir
and sagebrush.

Recreation use was estimated at 2,800 RVD's in 1982 and is pri-
marily related to hunting and off road vehicles,

Two intrusions were identified within the Inventoried boundaries.
One 1is mining related impacts just inside the Forest boundary on
Little Eightmile Creek (226 acres) and the second is timber sale
related impacts on 1?40 acres near Grizzly Hill. The area directly
impacted by these activities no longer meets roadless area criteria
and will not be considered further for wilderness.,

The majority of the area is essentially natural appearing.

The unit is contiguous with roadless lands on the Beaverhead
National Forest along its northeast side (#01944).

The unit contains some outstanding scenery, particularly in the
vicinity of Goat Mountain, and Fast and West Peak. The Continental
Divide Mational Scenic Trail corridor passes through this roadless
area.
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Capability

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for the area,
but boundary changes would be necessary to delete existing intru-
sions, $Size is not a factor with this area.

Man’s influence on the natural integrity of this unit has been very
low except In some areas near Grizzlvy Hill, where mining explora-
tion has scarred the landscape. The impacts that exist are long
term in nature, but are limited to a small percentage of the unit
and can be separated by boundarv modification,

This unit would be apparently natural to most visitors, but there
are impacts that would be apparent to some visitors.

The area provides moderate opportunity for solitude due to moderate
size, little topographiec or vegetative screening, moderate distance
from core to perimeter and the existence of some permanent off-site
intrusions. Due to these factors and the lack of diversity, the
area has a low opportunity for primitive recreation.

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious
hazards are rare.

This area may have the endangered gray wolf present. The presence
of the wolf has not been confirmed, but evidence is such that it is
included in the "Wolf Coordination Area™ with the Beaverhead
National Forest. Activities in the area are evaluated for possible
impacts to the wolf,

Availability

Resource Potentials and Uses

Recreation use assoclated with the Continental Divide National
Scenic Trall will increase as implementation of the trail proceeds.
Hunting use could be expected to decline somewhat should motorized
use of the area be prohibited.

The lower elevations of this area comprise a large block of kev big
game winter range, particularly in the Little Fightmile drainage.
The drainage 1s also important to waterfowl in that the numerous
basin potholes are used for nesting and brood-rearing, Approxi-
mately 400-450 antelope migrate through the Railroad Canyon portion
each spring and fall, and mule deer migrate through the Little
Eightmile-Grizzly Hill country. Sage grouse, chukars and blue
grouse are found in this area. Prairie falcons and golden eagles
commonly nest in this area, and moose are occasionally observed. A
small herd (8-10 animals) of mountain goats inhabit Goat Mountain,

Only one small stream within the area contains habitat presently
supporting fish, and it has moderate to high channel gradients.
Cutthroat trout are found in the stream. There is also one water
storage pond located within the Little Eightmile drainage that
provides habitat for fish. Present fishing use is verv light.
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The area includes several small drainages with headwaters along the
Continental Divide. Many of the streams are intermittent., Water
which does leave the Forest is used for dirrigation of ranch lands.
Watershed quality is generally good, however, a few localized
disturbances have been identified which resulted from past manage-
ment practices., All streams are within the Lemhi River drainage.

Three grazing allotments are entirely within the roadless area, and
the Grizzly Hill Allotment is partially in the area. The Peterson
Creek, Little Eightmile, and Grizzly Hill cattle and horse allot-
ments provide about 2,650 AUM's of cattle use each vear; whereas
the Mollie Gulch sheep and goat allotment is grazed bv 1,200 sheep
and contributes approximately 400 ATM's of permitted use, Located
within the boundary of the roadless area are 15 water developments
and 32.9 miles of fence. Although 2 small amount of excellent and
poor condition range exists, the majority of the gsuitable range is
rated as good and fair,

Thare are no known areas of ecological significance.

Approximately 8 percent of the area is potentially suitable timber-
land. The estimated standing volume is approximately 15 million
board feet having an estimated annual potential vield of .5 million
board feet, The volume is composed primarily of Douglas-fir and
lodgepole pine. A 1.074 million board feet timber sale was sold in
this roadless area in 1980. No other sales are planned within the
area at this time,

The hardrock minexral potential of this area was rated high in the
RARE II evaluation, and no new data modifies the original rating.
Past mineral production from this area Includes silver, gold,
copper, lead and zinc. There is one patented mining c¢laim within
the area, Mining claim owners continue to do assessment work, with
some expanding activities on their claims, There are no active
mining operations at this time within the roadless area. 0il and
gas potential €for this area 1s considered low. There iz no knowm
potential for other currently leasable minerals. There are cur-
rently one 0il and gas lease and two oil and gas lease applications
pending,

Prehistoric and historic cultural resources are known to exist
within this unit, but their significance has not been determined.

This roadless area includes six separate Special Use permits for
mining access roads totaling about 10.5 miles. There is an Elec-
tronic Communications Site permitted adjacent to the intrusion area
and the State of Idaho has requested an additional electronic site
inside the area. Four~tenths mile of permitted System road and .6
mile of permitted powerline (12,5 KV) are also within the intru-
sion. About 4.3 miles of the power line are outside of the intru-
sion, The area has previously been (but is not now) used for
Outfitter and CGuide purposes, There are 8.5 miles of System Trail,
13.7 miles of non-System horse and jeep trail, and 3.5 miles of old
railroad bed within the area. Approximatelv 6.2 miles of the
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Continental Divide Trail are within the northeast perimeter of
the area,

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence 1s light.

Since most of the area contains high elevation non~timber tvpes and
sagebrush grass types, disease considerations are minimal.

There 1s one tract of private land at the Commodore Mine totaling
19,5 acres.

IV. Need

This unit is located approximately 90 road miles from the River of
No Return Wilderness. Use of this wilderness ranges from low to
high depending on the particular area.

The roadless area is located approximately 40 miles from Salmonm,
Idaho; 100 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles from
Missoula, Montana.

The area does not contain anv ecosvstems determined from RARE II to
be in need of representation in the wilderness svstem.

During RARE T this area was inventoried as the Beaverhead TII
Roadless Area #295. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage
this area for non-wilderness resource development. Publie opinion
received on the area during RARE I, wilderness/mon~wilderness, was
apainst further study for wilderness, The area was not considered
highly controversial during RARF T,

The Beaverhead III Roadless Area #295 was inventoried and evaluated
in RARE II as the Goat Mountain Roadless Area #04-944. During RARE
IT public opinion was against further study for wilderness and the
wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not highly controversial. The
area is contiguous with roadless lands on the Beaverhead NF in
Montana and the area has not been an issue on the RBeaverhead.

Senator McClure held "Idzho Forest Management Act" hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983,
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE 1I, Forest
Indvstries, other commoditv user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild-
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure
has received additional input from environmental groups and the
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans
have not ineluded this area in their proposals, The Idaho Fish and
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder-
ness and roadless management areas over the State, They did not
include this area in their proposal.

Cc-102



During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness., The Idaho Wildlife Federation (IWF) and Idaho Qutfit-
ters and Guides Association (IOGA) recommended a “Reserved" status
for the area which is basically development only if it can be done
without impairing environmental values. The Idaho Environmental
Council supported the IWF and IOGA recommendations. Earth First!
recommended wilderness., The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho
Cattlemen's Association, Qutdoors Unlimited, Tdaho Farm Bureau,
Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest
Industries Council, and Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no
wilderness for Goat Mountain., No recommendations were received
from Governor Evans, the Idaho Wildlands Defense Coalition, or the
Idaho Fish and Game Commission. The wilderness/non-wilderness
issue on Goat Mountain generated a relatively low level of contro-
versy during Forest Plan review of roadless arvea.

Senator McClure has introduced the Tdaho Forest Management Act din
the Senate, The Geat Mountain Roadless Area was not included in
this proposed wilderness legislation.

Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Salmon National Forest
portion)

This roadless area is not recommended for wilderness desgination in
the preferred alternative on the Salmon National Forest portion.

On the Salmon National Forest portiomn, no rescurce activities are
predicted which would preclude consideration of this area for
wilderness during the next plan revision. Mineral potential is
high, Timing of possible development of mineral resources is not
known but if development should occur the area disturbed by mining
and access construction would be precluded from further wildnerness
consideration.

The entire roadless area 1s evaluated in Appendix C of the
Beaverhead National Forest's Draft Environmental Impact Statement,
The Salmon National Forest's preferred alternative is a
recommendation until the final decision is approved on the
Beaverhead National Forest's Final Environmental Impact Statement.
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Effects of Wilderness/Non-wilderness Managewent Prescriptions Y

TABLE A
MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE
(Acres)
Roadless Area® 13944 Goat Mountain Forest Plan Alternative
Management
Prescription 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 (preferred)
7A Proposed
Wilderness 10,646 35,488 35,488 35,488
Non-wilderness¥®
24 28,063 26,760 28,065 35,222
25 7,425 7,935 6,471 ’
4A 18,440
5B 262
266
SE 9,843 502 243
SF 536
BA 25,645 24,842 35,488 35,226 16,472 29) 708

#* Refer to Alternative map for prescription descraptioms.

1 Salmon Forest portionm only. Refer to Beaverhead National Forest DEIS for
descraiption of the complete Roadless area.



Roadless Area

13944 Goat Mountain

TABLE B

IMPACTS ON WITDERNESS CHARACTER

T
WILDERNTSS
CHARACTFRISTICS ATT 1 AIT 2 ALT 3 ALT & AIT 5 AIT 6
tNatuial
JIntegrity - . * H
Apparent . M .
Raturalness - .
. Fairly . Fairly * Fairly © Fairly : Fairly + Fairly
' high high high high ¢ haigh high .
‘Solitude H
: * Sone : Some Some Some . Some Soma H
. opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity .
Primitive - . H .
Recreation .
¢ Some Some . Some Some Some Some .
H opportunity opportunity * opportun:fty . opportunity opportunity opportunity :
Challenging .
Experiences . H . .
. Cross- Cross= Cross- : Cross= Cross=- Cross—
: country country counkry . country ¢ country * country
travel travel - eravel t travel travel travel
Spetial H H .
Features t H . . N
. * Mountain Mountain Mountain Hountain Hountain * Mountain
. : peaks * peaks * peaks peaks peaks peaks
H . unaffected . unaffected unaffected unaffected unaffected « unaffected .
WILDERNESS
CHARACTERISTICS ATT 7 AIT 8 ALT 9 AIT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Natural .
Integrity - . H
Apparent .
«Haturalness
. . Fairly Fairly Faixly + Fairly Fairly Fairly
high high « high high hagh haigh
Solitude . ' .
. Seme Semeg ¢+ Sone Some Some * Some
* opportunlty * opportunity * opportunity opportunity OppoOTrtuUnLty CPPOTEUNLLY
Primitive .
Pecreatron f
Some Some Some Some Some Some
. opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunaty opportunity
Challenging .
Experiences : . .
Cross= : Cross- Cross— . Cross- Cross— Cross— .
country t country country country country country
travel . travel travel travel travel travel
Special
Features
Mountain Hountain Mountain Mountain Mountain Mountain
peaks peals peaks peaks peaks peaks -
unaffected : unaffected unaffected unaffected unaffected unaffected




Roadless Area

ENVIRONMENT

TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERRESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL ANWD BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMEWT

13944 Goat Mountain

ALT 1

ALT 2

ALT 3

ALT 4

ALT 5

ALT 6

1Potential Adverse
1Effects on Soil
tProductivity

None .

None

None

None

None

Hone

Potent1al Effects
ron Water Quality

.

Fone

Hone

None

None

None

None

Air Qualaty

.
[n

Meets class II.

Meets class IT

Meets class IT

Heets class 1T

Meets class IT

Meets class II

.

Air Quality .

.

Heets class TI-

Meets class II

Meets class II

Meets class II

.

Meets class I

Meets class II

s state . Btate state state : state state
N : standards standards standards standards standards standards
Potential Effects . .
on Plaunt . - \
.Communtities * H .
None + None . Hone Fone : Nomne None
Wildlife Habatat "
Capability ~ Elk ‘ . :
. - Imsignificant Insigmifycant : Insignificant Insignificant : Imsignificant Insaignifrcant
change change change change change change
Potentiagl Effeets .
on Fish Habitat . .
Capabilaty .
: Insignificant  Imsaignarficant Insignificant Iansignificant Insignificant Tnsignificant
. change . thange . change . thange : change change .
ENVIRONMENT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Potential Adverse
Effects on Soil
Productivity .
None None None None None None
Potent1al Efferts
on Water Qualaty
+ Rone None Neone None Hone Nene

state ¢ state sLate state 1 state state
: standards standards standards standards + standavds standards
Potential Effects
en Plant . . . . .
Communities
. » None None Hone None Hone Hone
Wildlife Habitat
Capability - Elk H
Insagnificant Insignifycant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Inssgnificant
change change change * change change change
Potential Effects
on Fish Babitat
Capability
Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insaignificant Insignificant Insignificant
change change » change - change « change change
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

ITALTAN PEAK ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13945 ~ 50,181 Acres

I. Description {Salmon Nationmal Forest portion)

For a complete description of the entire roadless area, refer to
the Beaverhead National Forest Plan DEIS.

The Ttalian Peak Roadless Area is approximately 40 air miles south-
east of Salmon, Idaho, and five air miles east of Leadore. The
area is bounded on the northeast by State Highway 29, and by the
Forest boundary on the rest of the area. A BIM wilderness study
area abuts the southern portion of the area. Access to the Ttalian
Peak Roadless Area can he gained from the state highway and from
road 130 along Cruikshank Creek, Forest road 177 along Hawley
Creek, and Forest road 188 in Drv Canvon.

The area is dissected by two major drainages, Cruikshank Creek and
Hawley Creek., Elevatlons range from 6,800 feet to over 10,700 feet
at Baldy Mountain., The area forms the western slope of the Contdi-
nental Divide and is the northern extension of the basin and range
topography found in Utah and Nevada, Glaciation has formed rocky
ridges and high peaks with broad U-shaped canyons in the headlands
of the drainages. Steep canyon walls with rock outcroppings are
typical of the lower elevation topography. Precipitation, mostly
in the form of snow, ranges from 15 to 20 inches annually. Summer
high temperatures of 80 to 920 degrees are contrasted by winter lows
of 40 below zero. A mixture of limestone, guartzite, and volcanic
rocks forms the bedrock, producing soils with textures ranging from
loamy clays to loamy sands., Much of the country is covered with
sagebrush and grass. Douglas-fir occurs throughout the lower
elevations, with lodgepole pine and subalpine fir occurring on the
higher elevations. The ecosystems that occur in the area are
western spruce-fir and sage-grass,

Recreation use, estimated at 9,400 RVD's in 1982, includes hunting,
fishing, backpacking, horseback riding, trail bike riding, snow-
mobiling, and ORV use,

Three intrusions were identified within the inventory boundary.

Two are mining related and are located in the vicinity of Rig Bear
Creek and Bull Creek. Together, thev combine for a total of 5130
acres, One is timber related and is located between Frank Hall
Creek and Wildecat Creek for a total of 2004 acres. The area
directly impacted by these activities no longer meets rosdless area
criteria and will not be considered further for wilderness,

The majority of the area 1s essentially natural appearing.
The Italian Peak Roadless Area is centiguous with another roadless
area (#01945 Beaverhead NF) on the east; the BILM REighteenmile

Wilderness Study Area on the south and southwest; BLM administered
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lands on the west and north; and is separated by a road corridor
from another roadless area (#13944) on the northwest.

This area contains some outstanding scenery, particularly in the
high divide country. The Continental Divide Natiomal Scenic Trail
passes through this roadless area,

Capability

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this unit,
with boundary changes to delete existing intrusions., Size is not a
factor with this unit,

Man's influence on the natural integrity of this unit has been low.
The long term impacts that exist can be deleted by boundary modi-
fication, or have a moderate feasibility of correcting.

This roadless area would be apparently natural to most visitors.

The area has significant size and good distance from core to
perimeter, but only moderate amounts of topographic and vegetative
screening and there are some permanent off-gite intrusions, all of
which result in a moderate opportunity for solitude. Due to these
factors and only moderate amounts of diversity, the opportunity for
primitive recreation is moderate.

Opportunities for challenging experiences or enmcountering sexious
hazards are rare.

Avallability

Resource Potentlals and Uses

Recreation use of this unit is expected to increase as implementa-
tion of the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail proceeds,
Certain types of recreational use would decrease should motorized
use be prohibited.

Inherent vegetative diversity and a wide range of elevation make
this area important to many wildlife species. Elk calving and mule
deer fawning areas are located in the upper portion of the
Cruikshank and Hawley Creek drainages, as are Important riparian
areas for small birds and mammals, This area contains both key big
game wintetr and summer range. Moose are cccaslomnally observed.
Natural cover/forage ratios in this area are near to below optimum,

The area contains two streams with significant resident fisgheries,
but habitat conditions have been influenced by past livestock
management. Several other streams support populations of resident
rainbow, cutthroat, and rainbow-cutthroat hybrid trout. One lake
provides excellent trout habitat. Fishing use of the streams
ranges from light to heavy. The majority of use is within the
Hawley Creek drainage. General fishing quality would be rated as
good to excellent,
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The area is located in the headwaters of the Lemhi River and
includes portions of the Canyon Creek drainage, Hawley Creek
drainage and several small intermittent streams which contribute
directly to the Lemhi River, Generally, water vield is low to
moderate and is used extensively for irrigation, A few small,
localized areas have been identified in which watershed stability
has been reduced, due In part to previous land management activ-
ities, Small watershed stability projects, such as gully plugs,
have been initiated to restore these areas,

There are three cattle and horse allotments, and one sheep and goat
allotment within the roadless area. Grizzly Hill, Hawley Creek and
Powderhorn cattle allotments account for nearly 7,000 AUM's of
pernitted use annually. The Chamberlain Sheep Allotment 1s grazed
by 1200 sheep and contributes approximately 360 AUM's of permitted
use, Most of the suitable range is in either good or fair condi-
tion, with small amounts of poor and excellent condition range
present, There are 47 water developments and 61.1 miles of fence
within the roadless area,

The area does not contaln any ecosvstems identified from the RARE
IT analysis to be in need of representation in the wilderness
systent,

Approximately 16 percent of the area is potentially suitable
timberland. The estimated standing volume 1s 59 million board feet
with an estimated annual potential yield of .6 million board feet.
The volume is composed primarily of Douglas—-fir with some lodgepole
pine also occurring. A 1.717 million board feet timber sale was
sold in this unit in 1982, HNo other sales are planned within the
unit at this time.

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated high in the
RARFE IT evaluation, and no new data modifies the original rating,
There has been no mineral production from this area, however,
mining claim owners continue to do assessment work, Gold, copper,
and thorium occurrences are present and there are substantial
potential phosphate resources within this area., Phosphate pros-
pecting permit applications have been filed with the BLM. (il and
gas potential for the area is considered low. There are 7 pending
01l and gas lease applications and one oil and gas lease within the
area. There 1is no known potential for other currently leasable
minerals.

Prehistoric and historiec cultural resources are known to exist inm
this roadless area, but their significance has not been determined,

This area includes five special use permits for access roads
totaling about 10.4 miles. Also included are 21.4 miles of System
Trails (1} miles within the intrusion), and 13.7 miles of non-
system trails., The Continental Divide Trail is along the east
perimeter for 10.8 miles. This area has previously been used, but
is not now used, for Outfitter and Guide purposes,
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Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is lipht,

Although western spruce budworm has not caused severe defoliation,
the insect does reduce Douglas-fir cone crops and kill some of the
understory Douglas~fir. The Douglas~fir beetle periodically kills
small groups of the older, larger Douglas-fir.

The area contains omne tract of private land (HES #659) totaling
148.2 acres,

Need

The Italian Peak Roadless Area is approximately 90 road miles from
the River of No Return Wilderness, Use of this wilderness ranges
from low to high, depending on the particular area.

The Italian Peak Roadless Area is approximately 40 miles Ifrom
Salmon, Idsho; 100 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles
from Missoula, Montana.

During PARE T this area was inventoried as the Beaverhead IV
Roadless Area #2296, The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage
this area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion
received on the area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was
against further studv for wilderness, The area was not considered
controversial during RARE I,

During the RARE IT inventory and evaluation process, the Beaverhead
1V Roadless Area #296 was combined with adjacent roadless areas on
the Targhee NF and the Beaverhead NF. This combined area was
divided into three parts. The south part {54-945) on the Targhee
NF was proposed for non-wilderness, The middle part (M4-945) on
the Targhee NF and a portion of the north area (BI1001) on the
Beaverhead NF were recommended for wilderness, which was later
changed to further planning in the final Carter Administration
proposal to Congress, The north part (N4-945) on the Salmon NF and
the remaining north part (A1001l) on the Beaverhead NF were recom-
mended for non-wilderness, Public opinion on M4-945 and B1001 was
divided and the core area was considered highly controversial,

The decision in the RARE IT FEIS was to manage the lands (N4-945)

on the Salmon NF for non-wilderness resource development. Public

opinion was for non-wilderness resource development for the Salmon
portion area. The wilderness/non-wilderness issue was mot highly

controversial on the Salmon area.

Senator McClure held "Tdaho Forest Management Act" hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983,
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letrter
with four proposals i.e., the Forest Service RARE IT, Forest
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild-
life Federation Proposal. TFollowing the hearings, Semator McClure
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Effects of Wildernegs/Nonwilderness Management Prescriptions 1/

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE

TABLE A

{Acres)

Roadless Area 13945 Italian Peak Forest Plan Alternative
Management
Prescription 1 e 3 4 6 7 8 12 (preferred)
TA Propoged

Wilderness 20,574 50,181
Nonwilderness
2A 23,074 50,181 16,820 49,918
2B 2,653 2,592 29,383 2,364
ha 15,376 2,596
4B-1 21,979 18,021
5B 1,182 1,236 1,752 428
5C 5,886
58 124 138
8a 28,202 23,272 29,539 42,543 34,805 139 86 26,772

* Hefer to Alternative map for prescriptlon description.

1/ Salmon Forest portion only

Refer to Beaverhead National Forest DEIS for description of the complete Roadless area



Roadless Area

13945 Italian Peak

TABLE B

THPACTS ON WTLDERLESS CHARACTIR

4
WILDERNESS
CHARACTFRISTICS AIT 1 ALT 2 AFT 3 ALT 4 AT 5 ALT 6
Hatural
JIntepraty - . . . H
Apparent
Naturalness .
H * Fairly Fairly Fairly Fairly Fairly Fairly
- - haigh + hrgh high . high « high hrgh .
Solitude .
. : Some Some Some Some Some Soma .
: i epportun:ity . opportuaity « oppertunity + Oppertunlty opportunity opportuntty
Primitive . . .
Recreation .
Some : Some Some : Some Same Some .
opportunity : opportunity opportunity oppartunity opportunity * opportumity
Challeng:ing . .
.Experiences N H . - . .
: Little . Little Laittle Little Little Little
* : Or no . 0T no : Or To + Or no or no or no
: ocecurrence occurrence occurrence occurrence otcurrence occurrence
Spectatl - .
Features -
Mountain Mountaxn Hountain Mountain . Mountain Mountain
peahs : peaks . peaks peaks . peaks peaks .
unaffected unaffected unaffected unaffected unaffected unaffected .
WILDT™IESS
CHARACTERISTICS ALT 7 AIT 8 AIT 9 ALT 10 AIT 11 ATT 12
Hatural .
Integrity - *
Apparent
Maturalness :
. Fairly Fairly Faarly Fairly Fairly Fairly .
high high h.ogh high * hagh high
Selitude . .
Some Sone Some Some Some Some
apportunlty opportunity oppertunity opportunity opportunity opportunity H
Primitive .
Recreat:on
Some Sone Some Some Some Some
opportunlty opportunity opportunity opportunity * opportunity opportunity
Chatlenging .
Experlences . +
. * hattle * lattle Iattle * Little = Little Lattle
. or no ot no ot no or no or no or no .
* oCcurrence occurrence i gécurrence ofcurrence gccurrence gesurreance
Specaal
Features
Mountain Hountain Fountain Mountain Mountain : Hountain
. peahs peaks peaks peaks peaks peaks
unaffected unaffected unaffected unaffected unaffected unaffected
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Roadless Area.

ENVIRONMENT

TABLE ©

ENVIRONMENTAL GONSEQUENGES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSECAL AND BTOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

13945 Italian Peak

ALT 1

ALT 2

ALT 3

ALT &4

ALT 5

ALT 6

:Potent1al Adverse
+Effeets on So1l
tProductivity :

None

None

None

[T

None

None

None

Potent1al Effects-
on Water Quality

“r or &
"o

None

Hone

None

None

Nomne

.

None

*Ai1r Quality

* Meets class IT

Meets class 1T

Meets class II

Meets class II

Heets class IT

v Meets clasgs II

\ ~ state : etate state state state ! state
H « gtandards standards * standards standards standards standards
Potent1al Effects -
ten Plant . . .
iConmunities : H
: . Kone + Wone Rone Hone None Hone
tWi1ldlife Habitat . H .
.Capabilaty ~ Elk . H -
: < Imsignificant - Insignificant - Inmsignaficant Insignifieant ¢ Insignificant Insignificant
. . change . change * change change change change .
.Potential Effects
on Fish Habaitat H
Capabaility H . H .
. Insignificant  Insignificant Insignificant * Insignificant Insignificant Insignifaicant
. . thange . change . change : change change charge
ENVIRGNMENT ALT 7 AIT 8 ALT 9 ALT 18 ALT 11 ALT 12
:Potential Adverse .
:Effects on Soirl - .
tProductivity
. . None . None Hone - Nome None None
Potent1al Effects . M
on Hater Qualaty . . : .
. None 1 Rone Hone : Hone Hone Hone

PR T
.

L

Air Qualzity . .
: Meets class IT. Meets class IT Meets class II  Meets class II i Meets class II  Meets class II
* Gtate . state state state v state state
: standards + standards standards . standards t standards standards
Potentiz] Effects .
on Plant H ¢
Communities H
Hone Kone Kone * None None None
Wildlrfe Habitat
Capability - Elk
Insignifacant  Insagnifyicant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant
change change change change change change
Potential Effects ’
on Fish Habitat . H L
Capability .
Insignificant Insignificaunt Ingignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insigntficant
change change change change change change
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATTON

ALLEN MOUNTAIN ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATTONAL FOREST #13946
BITTERROOT NATIONAL FOREST #01946

This entire roadless area is evaluated in Appendix C of the Bitterroot

National Forest Draft Environmental Impact Statement. That evaluation
is reproduced on the following pages.
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I. AN MOUNTA OADLESS AREA

A, Description

This area is identified by numbers 01946 (Bitterrcot Forest) and 13946 (Salmon
Forest), RARE IT numbers were L1YAG and 04946, Roadless area acreage is:

Yational Forest = = Gross Aeres = Nebt Acres
Bitterroot (Montana) 102,386 102,286
Salmon (Idaho) 50,981 50,981
Total 153,367 153,267

About two-~thirds of this roadless area 1s in Montana and about one~third is in
Idaho, Resource values are identified for the whole area, and state and Forest
portions,

The Allan Mountain area is located in the southern end of BRavallil County in
western Montana and the northern portion of Lemhi County in east central Idaho,
It lies approximately 45 miles south of Hamilton, Montana, and 40 miles north of
Salmon, Idaho,

Primary access is via U,S. Highway 93 which parallels the east side of the area
and by the West Fork Road on the west., Various Forest roads leading from these
roads serve trailheads whieh provide access to the interior. Thirty trails
totaling about 150 miles provide fer travel within the area., Four mining roads
totaling 17 miles intrude into the area.

The area extends 28 miles from north to south with a width of up to 13 miles
east to west. The area is shaped like a comma with a consolidated core area
containing Overwhich Falls (Montana) at the nerth end and a tail ruanning to the
southwest., There are several appendages on the north and the southern portion
is almost bisected by mining roads,

Elevations range from about 4,800 feet to 9,154 feet at Allan Mountain in
Idaho. Approximately 60 percent of the area is above 7,000 feet, The Idaho
portion drains into the Salmon River while the Montana portion drains into the
Bitterroot River.

Topography is steep and generally rocky with shallow, sandy-loam soils.
Drainage bottoms are narrow with steepened slopes rising to relatively narrow
ridges in the Montana portion and wider, rounder ridges in the Idaho portion.

The area is mostly forested except for peaks in the Allan and Paquett Mountain
areas (Montana) and at spots along the Montana~Idaho border. Lodgepole pine,
subalpine fir and whitebark pine are the major tree species above 7,000 feet.
At 1lower elevations, Douglas-fir, ponderosa pine, lodgepole pine, and Engelmann
spruce prevail,

Ground cover varies with elevation and aspect but grouse whortleberry,
pinegrass, beargrass, and elk sedge are common with bunchgrasses on south slopes
at lower elevations. Large areas east of Piquett Mountain and in the Straight
Creek drainages (Montana) burned in 1917 and 1919 and some fairly large, grassy
openings favored by wildlife were created.
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Streams are small, cold, fast~flowing with gravelly, roecky bottoems and support a
native fashery.

Current uses in the area are grazing, mineral explceration, and a variety of
regcreation activaties.

B. is © lderne ta
1. Wilderness Attributes
a. HNatural Integrity and Appearance

Mining, range management, and fire control activitaies are the primary jmpacts in
the area. Most of the mining and range impacts are located on the Montana
side. Mining activity includes dozer trails and prospect holes in the Overwhich
Falls area, Stub roads and pads for core drilling have been reclaimed to
approximate natural contours. The jeep trail from Road No. 5702 to Overwhich
Falls primarily consists of wheel tracks with an incised portion near Overwhich
Falls. Wheel tracks are healing naturally, but the incised portions will be
evident in the foreseeable future. A short spur road has also been 1ncised
through unstable slopes a short distance down Overwhich Creek (Montana) creabing
a permanent scar. Mining access road corridors in Hughes and Mine Creeks
{(Montana) and Indian and MeConn Creeks (Idaho) are outside the roadless area but
are blemashes on an otherwise natural appearing landscape. Corridors in Mine
and Indian Creeks almost bisect the southern portion of the rocadless area,

On the Montana side, evidence of range activities are fences, stock water tanks,
and a cabin in Warm Springs Creek, Cattle bhave created bare spots around
salting grounds and watering areas, Removal of cattle and facilities would
allow these areas to heal,

The most evident fire contrel impacts are the helispots which have been cut
along ridgetops. In most cases, a gradual return of tree cover would heal these
areas.

Man-caused dmpacts ocour on less than 1 percent of the roadless area with most
near the center in the vieinity of Overwhich Falls. These would be evident to
users when onsite. Overall, the area is natural appearing.

b. Opportunities for Solitude

The size of the core area and topography around Overwhich Falls offer excellent
opportunities for solitude. This opportunity decreases in the southern portion
along the state border due to its long, narrow configuration, and the greater
opportunity to view man's activities because of midslope boundaries., Lower
slopes leading away from this portion are roaded and timber has been harvested,

Solitude opportunaties are also excellent on the Idaho side in the vieinity of
Allan Mountain, Here the mountainous region and steep drainages allow for
escape from the timber harvest and roads on adjacent lands. Most of the
appendages offer few opportunities for sclitude,
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¢, Primitive Recreation Opportunities

The area is well-suited tec primitive types of recreation. The existing trail
system is well-maintained and suitable for foot, horse, and trailbike travel,
Some opportunities exist for cross-country travel and water 1is available
throughout the area. Opportunities for high-risk activities such as rock
climbing are rare,

d, Other Features

Subalpine larch stands on Allan Mountain represent the socuthern 1limit of thas
tree species,

Overwhich Falls, while carrying a relatively small volume of water, is
spectacular, The geologic processes which led to Overwhich Creek ocutting back
through erosive materials and ecapturing the upper reaches of Fault Creek are
significant.

High scenic values exist in the area around Allan and Piquett Mountains.
Important cultural resources include a portion of the historic Southern Nez
Perce Indian Trail and remnants of Forest Service, miner and ¢trapper cabins
scattered through the area.

2. Manageability and Boundaries

The area was inventoried and evaluated for wilderness in the 1979 RARE II
(Roadless Area Review and Evaluation) Final Environmental Impact Statement. The
area was designated for nonwilderness usés. Since 1979 timber has been
harvested and some roading has occurred. On the Batterroot Forest, the effects
of the activities have been minimal because most were in appendages that rate
low in wilderness attributes or were at midslope adjacent to prevaious activity.
On the BSalmon Forest, area no longer meeting roadless criteria are associated
with the two mining roads and mineral activity in Indian and McConn Creeks and
timber sale activity in the northest corner. The following adjustment in net
acres has taken place since the RARE II inventory:

——-National Forest==- Total
Adjustment Bitterroot Salmon Acres
1979 RARE II inventory 111,200 46,670 157,870
Timber activity and roads -9,549 -691 -10,240
Refined acreage calculation +635 +5,002 +5,637
1983 roadless inventory 102,286 50,981 153,267

Most of the ecurrent boundary is not on readaly adentifiable topographic
features; but is defined by the upper limits of development in individual
drainages. There are opportunities to move boundaries to topographiec features
to enhance wilderness attributes.,

A large core area (45 percent of the roadless area) with the highest wilderness
characteristics has been identified. It is enclosed by high ridgetops which
screen out most off-area evidence of c¢ivilization and encompasses the
upperreaches of Warm Springs, Slate, and Overwhich Creeks in Montana and Indian,
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Hughes, and Twin Creeks in Idaho. The core area has solitude and most of the
highest primitive recreation wvalues and special features. Much of the more
productive timberland that is the most physically suited for development is
excluded. However, areas of high mineral potential, particularly arocund
Overwhich Falls, cannot be excluded without seriously compromising wilderness
characteristiecs, Most o0il and gas leases are outside the core area. Boundary
changes would also eliminate some of the nonconforming mining uses that are
around the periphery.

Separate wilderness boundaries could be identified for each state!s portion., On

the Montana side an area around Overwich Falls is possible, and on the Idaho
side, a smaller portion around Allan Mountain is possible.
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1. Resource Potential and Use

Table C-3

Allan Mountain Roadless Area Resource Potential and Use

-------- Foregtemeemcnaa

Category Unit Bitterroot Salmon Total
Gross area Aeres 102,386 50,981 153,367
Net area Acres 102,286 50,981 153,267
Recreation

Pramitive RVD's ¢ 0 0

Semiprim, nonmotor, RVD's 200 0 200

Semiprim, motor, RVD's 4,000 2,400 6,400

Roaded natural RVD's 400 100 500
Wildlife habitat

Elk & deer

Summer range Acres 88, 201 50,981 139,182
Winter range Acres 14,086 0 14,085

Rocky mountain goat  Acres 3,000 5,000 8,000

Bighorn sheep Acres 0 0 0
Fisheries streams Miles 64 18 82
Lakes Number 5 1 6
Fisheries lakes Acres 30 15 45
Water developments Number 0 0 0
Livestock range

Current use AUM's kg 0 419

Suitable rangeland Acres 2,823 0 2,823

Current allotments Number 4 0 4

Other suitable Acres 0 0 0
Timber

Tentatively suitable Acres 64,976 36,335 101,311

Standing volume MMBF 570.9 187.0 757.9
Corridors

Existing/potential Number 0 0 0
Mineral potential

Very high Acres 19,789 0 19,789

High Acres 17,403 50,981 68,384

Moderate Acres 42,829 0 42,829

Low Acres 22,265 0 22,265

Mining claims Number Ju9 22 b7
011 & gas potential

VYery hagh Acres 0 0 0

High Acres 0 0 0

Moderate Acres ¢ 0 (]

Low Aeres 102,286 50,981 153,267

Leases Number 7 0 7

Leased area Acres 4,410 0 L,410
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2. Selected Resource Values
a., Recreation

Current use 1is 1light consisting of big-game hunting but ineludes hiking,
backpacking, horseback riding, fishing, camping, and ski touring. Major
attractions include trails and campsites along the major streams and lakes and
Overwhich Falls, and geologic attractions in that viecinity. The State Line,
Saddle to¢ Piguett Mountain, Allan Mountain, and Butcherknife Ridge trails
provide varied subalpine scenery. Use is concentrated in these areas,

b, Wildlife

Wildlife includes elk, Roecky Mountain goat, black bears, mule deer, moose,
mountain lions, wolverines, martens, pileated woodpeckers, golden eagles, hawks,
ravens, blue and Franklin grouse, cutthroat and brock trout, and smaller animals
and birds that are typical of moderate to high elevation land. The ares also
provides security areas for game during the hunting season, The Idaho portion
contains tributaries of five important anadromous fish streams, which are
directly influenced by habitat conditions in these headwaters.

¢. Water

This is a relatively high water-producing area. Annual precipitation ranges
from 40 to 50 inches. Watershed conditions are generally excellent and water
quality is high. Headwater streams are tributary to the North Fork and main
Salmon Rivers and the East and West Forks of the Bitterroot River.

d. Laivestock

4 nmoderate amount of recreational horse use occurs during the fall big-game
hunting season. Although the Indian Ridge cattle allotment (Idaho)} extends into
the roadless area, practically all use occurs outside. The remaining allotments
are in Montana with use confined primaraly to meadows bordering Warm Springs
Creek and grassy ridgetops to the north of Saddle Mountain and Medicine Point.

e, Ecology

Topography, aspect, elevation, and precipitation create ecosystems that are
characteristic of local mountazinous areas. Subalpine 1larch stands on Allan
Mountain represent the southernmost limit of this species, Penstemon lemhiensis
is considered vulnerable to extinction and may be present (Bosworth, 1984).

f. Timber

About 65 percent of the area is tentatively suitable for timber production.
Unsuitable lands are concentrated at the highest elevations along the state line
and prominent Jlateral ridges, in the vicinity of Allan Mountain and
Piquett/Rombo Mountains (Montana), and on south- to west-facing slopes dispersed
throughout the area. Potential productivity ranges from 20 to 84 cubic feet per
acre per year., Lands of higher site quality and those most suitable
fordevelopment, due to Cfavorable topography, are generally found at the
lower/warmer elevations.
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g. Minerals and Epnergy Resources

Mineral potential is high or very high on about 55 percent of the area. The
very high rating is near Overwhich Falls where some 400 claims have been located
and core drilling of low grade copper has occurred, High ratings are also
concentrated in Overwhich Creek and in the Idaho portion. No new data modifies
the RARE II rating which was high for the entire Idaho side. Minerals recorded
include copper, iron, barite, gold, thorium, and rare earths. The oil and gas
potential is considered low. Oil and gas leases are confined to the northeast
portion and are all in Montana.

h. Cultural
A branch of the Southern Nez Perce Indian Trail is believed to have traversed
the southern portion near the state line. Sites are assumed to be near the
trail; however, little is known about cultural sites within the roadless area.
i. Land Use Authorizations
There are five outfitter permits in the Montana portion and three in Idaho.

j. Nonfederal Lands

There are about 100 acres of privately-owned land along the exterior boundary in
a tributary of Hughes Creek in Montana.

k., Other Considerations
(1) Fire
Fire occurrence is low to mcderate. The potential for large, intense fires is
moderate due to heavy accumulations of down fuels, particularly in lodgepole
pine stands decimated by mountain pine beetles in the 1930's.
(2) Insects and Disease
Insects and diseases are generally endemic; however, dwarf mistletoe reduces
annual growth in some areas as does spruce budworm, a recurrent pest. There are
areas of high-risk lodgepole pine that will become increasingly susceptible to
mountain pine beetle attack.
D. XNeed
1. Proximity to Other Designated Wildernesses and Population Centers
See Tables C=1 and C=2,
2. Contribution to the Wilderness Preservation System
Classification as wilderness would add ecosystems and wildlife species which are

well-represented in existing wilderness. Climax species such as marten and
pileated woodpecker would also benefit, as would unroaded security for big game.
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3. Public Interest

No wilderness 1s proposed in either the Montana or Idaho congressional
delegations'! bills of 1984, nor has either governor recommended wilderness for
any portion of the area.

In the 1983 roadless area public involvement on the Bitterroot Forest, there was
little publie support for wilderness; however, there was strong support for
roadless management emphasizing wildlife needs and primitive recreation
opportunities. Conversely there was also support for managing the area for
nonwilderness uses due to snowmobiling, timber, and mineral potential. On the
Salmon Forest, public involvement generated a relatively low level of response
with opinion about equally divided between wilderness and nonwilderness.

In RARE II, 15 percent of the responses to the DEIS supported wilderness, 23
percent nonwilderness, and 62 percent further planning. Response favoring
further planning came primarily from the Idaho Citizens' RARE II Alternative W.
Response was similar for both the Montana and Idahc portions.

Legislative history for the Central Idaho Wilderness Act (P.L.96-312) supported
nonwilderness management for the entire area (H.R.96~1126, Conference Report).

In the unit planning process, a large core area centering around Overwhich Falls
was jdentified for roadless management. This designation was generally
acceptable to concerned groups. The Salmon Forest was prepared bto evaluate a
complimentary management emphasis,

E. A tive Envi ent c eque
1. Management Emphasis by Alternative

Management prescriptions providing for roads have been grouped into a roaded
management emphasis since roading will preclude wilderness in the long term.
Management prescriptions that do not provide for roads, except for possible
mineral entry, are identified under an unrcoaded management emphasis.
Development such as timber sale activity would preclude wilderness in the short
term. The semiprimitive recreation emphasis will maintain the roadless
character, Table C-4§ displays total acreage assignments by management emphasis
and development by decade for each alternative. Table C-5 shows suitable
timberland and mineral potential acreage by management emphasis and alternative,

Salmon Forest alternatives are in the preliminary stages of development and
those that are similar have been matched with Bitterroot Forest alternatives.
Precise boundaries and acreage figures for each management emphasis are not
available and may change., However, enough is known to display & full range of
roaded, unrcoaded, and wilderness emphases.

Section E2 uses Bitterroot Forest alternative names such as Alternative A, but
describes the entire roadless area.
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Table C-1

Regional Wilderness and Proximify to Bitterroot Forest

Proximity te Thousand,
fnfﬂdermﬂ General. Lecation Allan Mtn. Area Acres
Anaconda-Pintler . ¥estern Montama Less than 50 mileg 59
Selway-Bitterroot West central Montama Less than 50 miles &1

East central Idaho Less than 50 miles 1,089
Welccme Creek Western Montana Less than 50 miles 28
Subtotal Three areas Less than 50 miles 1,527+
Gospel Hup Centra), Idaho 50 to 100 mles 206
Missien Mountains Western Montapa 50 to 100 miles ™
Rattlesnake Western Montana 50 to 100 mles 1
Frark Church-River of
Ho Retum Central Idaho 50 to 100 miles 2,239
Scapegoat Western Montana 50 to 100 miles 240
Sibtetal Five areas 50 to 100 miles 2,792
Absarde-Heartooth Sauth central Montam 100 to 200 miles 922
Bob Marshall Yestern Mentama 100 to 200 miles 1,000
Cabinet Mamtains Northwestern Meterna 100 to 200 miles g4
Eagle Cap Northeastermn Oregen 100 to 200 mles 294
Gates of the Mamtain Central Montama 100 to 200 mles 2
CGreat Bear westerm Montana 160 to 200 mles 287
Ha=l13 Canymn West central Idaho 100 to 200 miles 84
Hells Camym Nartheastern Oregon 100 to 200 mles 108
Lea Metcalf Sxath central Montama 160 to 200 miles =9
Red Fock Lakes South central Montara 100 to 20G mles 3
Sautooth Central Id=ho 100 to 200 mites 217
VenaheeTocarmon Northeastern Cregen 100 to 200 mles 66
Yenora-Tucarmon Sastheastern Vashargion 100 to 200 miles m
Sabtotal 11 areas 100 to 200 miles 3,513
Total 19 areas Less than 200 mles 7,832

L

wilderness in RARE 1T,

##  Jnother 395,000 acres in four areas have been admnistratively emdorsed for
wilderness in RARE IT,

Table C-2

Regional Population Centers and Diastance from Roadless Areas

heotber 309,000 2eres an four areas nave teen admimstratively endorsed for

Less Than

50 Miles 51-100 Mrles 101-200 Mules 201-300 Miles
Population M M M M
Center Areas Acres Areas MAcres  Areas  Aores  Areas fcres
Spocane, WA 0 0 4] 0 5 280 6 160
Borse, ID 1] Q 0 ] 5 230 6 110
Pocatello, ID 0 s} 0 0 0 0 1) 400
Misseula, MT 3 1% 3 245 0 0 0 0
Great Falls, MI' O 4] 0 [¥] 11 oo 0 0
Billings, MT 0 0 o 1] o 0 11 4o
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Table C-1

Management Emphasis (Allan Mountain)

(thousand acres)

Manzgement, Alternat 1vee

Fmphasis Bitterroot A B Cc ERiti Et F G H dJd
Salmon ] 2 e 12 1 10 2 11

Norwalderness designation 153.3 1449 14,9 1533  153.3 153.3  116.7 73.5 0

Roaded Fmpasis 128.1 120.6 99.3 32.8 32.8 61.2 43,1 4.7 0
Bitterroot Forest TT.1 78.0 56.7 32.8 32.8 2.4 28.7 T.1 0
Salmon Forest 51.0 426 2.6 ¥ L 38,8 14,4 32,6 0

Unroaded Emphasis 0 0 0 * # 24.0 8.1 0 4
Bitterroot Forest 0 o 0 0 0 11.8 8.1 0 0
Salmon Forest 0 0 0 * # 12.2 0 0 0

Semiprimitive recreation Fmphasis  25.2 24,3 U5.6 69,5 69.5 68,1 65.5 23.8 0
Bitterroot Forest 5.2 24.3 5.6 69.5 69.5 68.1 65.5 23.8 0
Salmon Forest 0 0 0 * b 0 4] 0 00

Wilderness designation 0 8.4 8.4 0 o0 0 36,6 9.8 152.3
Bitterroot Forest 0 0 t] 0 ¢ ¢ 0 T1.4 101.3
Salmon Forest 0 8.4 8.4 g a 0 35.6 8.4 51.0

Area developed Wy

Decade 1 53.7 3.9 20.1 16.4 19.7 1.0 2.6 16.8 G
Batterroot Forest 39.3 19.5 5.7 16,4 19.7 8.6 9.2 2.4 0
Salmn Forest 14.4 1.4 kLR # ¥ 104 %2 4. 0

Decade 5 153.3 144.9 99.3 32.8 32.8 8.2 51.2 o7 4]
Ritterroot Forest 102.3 102.3 56,7 32,8 32.8 34,2 3.8 7.1 0
Salmon Forest 51.0 42,6 426 * & 51.0 14,4 2.6 0

Area roadless in ®%

Decade 1 99.6 111.0 124.8 8.9 82.6 134.3 93.1 56.7 o
Bitterroot Forest 63.0 82.8 96,6 8.9 82,6 93.7 93.1 28.5 0
Salmon Forest 36.6 28,2 28.2 # L] 40.6 0 k2.6 0

Decade 5 0 0 5.6 69.5 69.5 68.1 65.5 =.8 0
Batterroot Forest 0 0 5.6 69.5 69.5 68.1 65.5 23.8 0
Salmon Forest 0 0 o] ® L 0 0 0 0

Current roadless acres 153.3 153.3 153.3 153.3  153.3 153.3 153.3 153.3 153.3
Bitterroot Forest 102.3 102.3 102.3 102.3 102.3 102.3 102.3 102.3 102.3
Salmon Forest 5.0 51.0 51.0 51.0 5%.0 51.0 51.0 51.0 51.0

R Salmem Forest will develop nonwilderness menagement emphasis zt a later date.

¥ Does not inelude walderness desigmations.

2% Proposed Aotion
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Table C=56

Suitable Timberland and Mineral Potential (Allan Mountain)

(thousand acres)

Management Forest Altermative
Frplasis Bitterrcot A B Cc Exs El F G H Jd
Salmon ] 2 2 12 1 10 2 11
Tentatively suitable land
Boaded erphasis 101.3 9.3 .5 21.5 21.5 18,2 30.0 38.5 4]
Bitterroot, Forest 65.0 65.0 5.2 215 21.5 22.2 19.8 4.2 0
Salmon Forest 36.3 34.3 34.3 b ¥ 26,0 10.2 34.3 0
Unroaded enphasis 0 0 0 0 0 14.1 7.7 0 ¢
Batterroot Forest 0 0 0 0 0 3.8 T.7T 0 0
Salmon Forest 0 0 0 ) bd 10.3 0 0 0
Semiprimtive recreation emphasia 0 0 19.8 135 3.5 39.0 375 10.9 o]
Bitterroot Forest 0 0 19.8 3.5 35 39.0 37.5 10.9 0
Salmon Forest 0 0 0 bod L 0 0 0 0
Wildemess emphasis 0 2.0 2.0 0 0 0 26.1 51.9 100.5
Bitterroot Forest 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 49.9 64,2
Salmon Forest 0 2.0 2.0 0 0 Q 2.1 2.0 36.3
Hagh mineral potential
Roaded erphasis 7.2 68.8 59.4 5.9 5.7 43,9 2.0 b3.5 0
Bitterroot Forest 26-2 26.2 16.8 507 507 5-1 7-6 .9 0
Salmon Forest 51.0 42,6 42,6 ¥ * 38.8 1. 42.6 0
Unroaded emphasis 0 0 0 0 0 17.8 2.1 0 0
Bitterroot Forest 0 0 0 0 o 5.6 2.1 0 0
Salmen Forest 0 ) 0 0 v, 12.2 0 0 0
Semiprimitive recreation erplmsis 0.9 10.9 2.3 31.4 31.4 2.5 27.4 9.0 0
Bitterroot Forest 10.9 10.9 20.3 31.4 31.4 26.5 27.4 9.0 0
Sadmon Forest 0] 1] 0 # 2 G ] 0
Wilderness exphasis 0 8.4 8.4 0 0 0 36.6 3w.5 88.1
Bitterroot Forest 0 0 0 o] 0 0 0 27.1 37.1
Salmon Forest 0 8.4 8.4 0 0 0 36.6 8.4 51.0

* Salmon Forest w2ll develop nomwildermess management in their proposed action,

#% Proposed Action
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2. Impacts

a. Designation: Wilderness
Management Emphasis: Wildermess

Nearly the entire area is recommended for wilderness in Alternative J with
recommendations of 5 percent in Alternatives B and C, 24 percent in G, and 52
percent in H, Recommendations would expand the wilderness system by creating a
new wilderness,

Alternatives B and C preserve those lands with high wilderness attributes while
minimizing effects on market outputs, Alternative ¢ incorporates +that portion
of the area having the highest wilderness attributes, and H and J include
additional lands with low attributes.

Timber production is precluded on 100 percent of the tentatively suitable
timberland in Alternative J, 2 percent in B and C, 26 percent in G and 51
percent in H. All tentatively suitable timberland amounts to 17 percent of the
total for the Bitterroot Forest and five percent for the Salmon Forest,

Wilderness classification precludes management for semiprimitive recreation in
Alternative J and reduces the acreage available in Alternatives B, €, G, and E.
Recreation wuse will continue to be dominated by hunting, fishing, and camping.
Mechanized trailbike, snowmobile, and chain saw use would be prohibited.

Mineral exploration and development is foreclosed subject to valid existing
rights. All land rated as very high or high is withdrawn from entry in
Alternative J. Ten percent is withdrawn in Alternatives B and C, and about 40
percent is withdrawn in G and H.

Nonpriced benefits and costs include:

~ A natural level of visual quality is maintained.

- The wilderness system expands.

- 4 natural level of  Dbig~game forage and cover is maintained.
Cover/forage ratios would be determined by natural events such as fire.

- Vegetation diversity tends toward old growth as modified by a more
nearly natural role for wildfire.

- Old-growth dependent wildlife species are favored.

- Natural levels of watershed and fisheries are maintained.

~ Local wood products employment decreases in Alternative G, H, and J, but
should remain stable in B and C.

Economic and soelal effects vary depending on the amount of tentatively suitable
timberland and area of high or wvery high mineral potential recommended for
wilderness. The wood products and mining industries would not be supported by
this emphasis. Alternatives G and J would probably result in the loss of jobs
in both counties and H would result in & loss 1in FRavalli County. Wilderness
could attract more tourism to the &two counties and enhance outfitter
activities. Publics interested in wilderness and primitive recreation
opportunzties would be supported.
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b. Designation: Nonwilderness
Management Emphasis: Roaded

Bitterroot prescriptions in this emphasis are range, winter range, partizal
retention, roaded retention, and riparian. All roaded prescriptions are in the
Salmon roaded management emphasis., Some land is assigned to this emphasis in
all alternatives except J. The highest level is in A and B with about 80
percent of the roadless area and the lowest in Alternative G at 28 percent.

Virtually all tentatively suitable timberland is available for timber management
in Alternatives A and B, T8 percent in C, and 30-50 percent in other
alternatives. High=value old growth is scheduled for early removal; however due
to long rotations, old growth will be retained above the nminimum level in
partial retention, retention, and riparian prescriptions. Early harvest is also
scheduled in lodgepole pine stands which blanket much of the area,.

Roads and timber harvest will foreclose future consideration for wilderness by
the end of the fifth decade; however, from U45 to 80 percent would remain
roadless at the end of decade 1. The roadless character would be changed as
roads reduce the naturalness and solitude of the area. Present semiprimitive
recreation use would be disrupted as the recreation setting shifts to roaded.

Access for mineral and energy exploration is enhanced as the road system
expands, Lands of very high and high mineral potential would be readily
accessible in Alternatives A and B,

Transitory forage for livestock and wildlife is created by timber harvest.
Nonpriced benefits and costs include:

- Visual quality will be at the lowest 1level (maximum modification) in
Alternatives A, B and H, and the highest in Alternative G.

= Characteristies for future consideration as wilderness or semiprimitive
recreation are foregone by the end of the fifth decade.

= Security cover for elk and other game will be greatly reduced in A, B,
C, and B; however, road closures will mitigate this effect.

~ Vegetative diversity tends towards younger age classes in A, B, C, E,
and H, but retains a sizeable o0ld growth component in others.

= Water guality is reduced but mitigated by high road construction and
maintenance standards.

- Local wood products employment increases significantly in Alternatives
A, B, and C, remains at current levels in E and F, and declines in G and
Hl

Economic effects vary depending on the amount of land that 1s suitable for
timber production and the degree of constraints for wvisual, wildlife, and
watershed values. The greatest positive effect is for Alternatives A, B, and C
where most tentatively suitable lands are retained in the timber base with few
constraints, The wood products and mining industries would be supported.
Publies favoring roadless or wilderness characteristics would not be supported;
however, much of the area would remain like it iIs for another 10 yeaprs. Those
publics desiring a semiprimitive recreation experience would have to shift use
elsewhere. Outfitters could continue but hunting experience would be altered.
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c. Designation: Nonwilderness
Management Emphasis: Semiprimitive Recreation

The semiprimitive recreation management prescription is in the Bitterrocot
management emphasis, the Salmon has no prescriptions in this emphasis. The
emphasis includes some land in all alternatives except J. In Alternatives E, F,
and G, 64 to 68 percent of the roadless area is assigned to this emphasis. In A
and B only relatively large, high elevation blocks that are not suitable for
timber production are assigned.

Except for possible mineral entry, rcadless characteristies will be retained
within a core area in Alternatives C, E, Ei, F and G, and the land will remain
available for future wilderness consideration. The roadless character,
naturalness and solitude would be maintained, Recreation use will continue to
be dominated by hunting, fishing, and camping; trailbike, snowmobile, and chain
gaw use is compatible.

Current levels of livestock use would continue,

Big-game cover forage relationships will be determined by natural events but can
be modified by prescribed fire,

Roads are not needed for surface management purposes but will be permitted for
mineral activities where c¢onstruction is jJustified on the basis of mineral
showings or data and where it is the next logical step in development of the
mineral resource, Roaded access would not be provided on 25 to 85 percent of
those lands having high mineral potential,

Timber production is precluded on 17 to 70 percent of the tentatively suitable
timber base of the Bitterroot Forest, No tentatively suitable land is assigned
this emphasis in Alternatives 4 and B, and only isolated and intermingled
suitable land in Alternative C. Tentatively suitable timberland with low
product values or difficult access are assigned this emphasis in Alternatives E,
F, and G,

Nonpriced benefits and costs include:

- 4 natural level of visual quality is maintained.

- The wilderness option is retained for future consideration.

- Near natural cover/forage ratios for big game are retained but may be
modified by prescribed fire.

- Old-growth dependent wildlife are favored.

- Natural levels of watershed and fisheries are retained.

- The current mix of recreation is retained.

- Local wood products employment levels decrease in Alternatives F  and G,
should be retained in E, and would increase in A, B, and C.

Econcomic and social effects vary depending on the amount of tentatively suitable
timberland in this emphasis. The effect is greatest in E, F, and G with no
effect in A and B, and little in C. The wood products industry is not supported
by this emphasis, Miners could continue to operate; however, costs would be
higher without road access. Land would remain much like it currently is, thus
supporting the current recreation mix, livestock grazing, and outfitters,
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d. Designation: Nonwilderness
Management Emphasis: Unroaded

All Salmon Forest unroaded prescriptions are in this emphasis. The Bitterroot
Forest unroaded retention prescription is in this emphasis. Land assigned to
this emphasis is confined to Alternatives F and G with 16 and 5 percent of the
roadless acreage respectively,

Timber harvest forecloses future consideration for wilderness by the end of the
fifth decade; however, nearly all these acres would remain roadless at the end
of decade 1. The current level and mix of recreation use will be maintained.
Fourteen and 8 percent of tentatively suitable timberland is included din this
emphasis in Alternatives F and G, respectively.

High-value o¢ld growth is scheduled for early harvest; however, due to long
rotations significant o0ld growth will be maintained. Economic efficiency of
this emphasis is poor since timber harvest is limited to expensive aerial
systems, Removal of large, old-growth ponderosa pine is efficient but harvest
of other species may not be.

Mineral exploration and development is an appropriate use but would be difficult
due to the lack of road access. Twenty percent of the lands rated as high
mineral potential are included in this emphasis in Alternative F and 2 percent
in G.

Transitory forage for livestock and wildlife is created by timber harvest.
Nonpriced benefits and costs inelude:

= A high level of visual quality will be retained.

- Future consideration for semiprimitive recreation will be retained,

- Vegetative diversity tends towards a balance in age classes ineluding
eld growth,

- Water quality and fisheries remain at high levels.

= Unroaded big-game security areas are retained,

- Present recreation opportunities are maintained.

Timber is available to support the wood products industry. Mining is compatible
with the emphasis although costs to the miners would be high without road
access. The naturalness of the area would be impacted, but the roadless
character would not be altered. Current semiprimitive recreation uses would be
maintained and future consideration for wilderness would be possible.
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Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Salmon National Forest

portion)

This roadless area is not recommended for wilderness designation in
the preferred alternative on the Salmon National Forest portion.

On the Salmon Wational Forest portion, no resource activities are
predicted which would preclude consideration of this area for
wilderness during the next plan revision, Mineral potential is
high, Timing of possible development of mineral resources is not
known but if development should occur the area disturbed by mining
and access construction would be precluded from further wilderness
consideration.

The entire roadless area is evaluated in Appendix C of the
Bitterroot National Forest's Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The Salmon National Forest's preferred alternative is a
recommendation until the final decision is approved im the
Bitterroot National Forest's Final Environmental Impact Statement.
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Effects of Wilderness{Non-wilderness Management Prescraiptions 1

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE
{Acres)

Roadless Area; 13946 Allan Mountain Forest Plan Alternative

Management
Prescription 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 g 10 11 12 {preferred)

JA Proposed
Wilderness 8,157 36,706 36,706 36,706 36,706 36,706 50,981

Non-wilderness¥
24 4,018 1,617 50,981 42,755
2B 11,382 14,231 14,099 14,275 3,121
3A~5A 7,852
3A-35B 174
3A~5D 46,963 &4
3A-3E 427 176 2,887
4B-1 11,984 849 11,324 12,006 2,684
5A 7,587 8,550 38,975 3,583
SB
5C 23,253 3},107

#* Refer to Alternative map for prescription description.

1/

Salmon Forest portion only.



foadless Area

TABLF B

IHMPACTS ON WILDERMESS CHARACTER

13946 Allen Yountain

WILDERNFSS
CHARACTFRISTICS ALT 1 AIT 2 AIT 3 ALT 4 AIT 5 ALT 6
Ratural ' .
Integrity — : : .
Apparent .
Baturalness - .
. * Fawrly * Fairly * Farrly * Faxrly * Fairly Fairly .
. high low high low low high
tSolitude
Good Limited Good Limited Limited Good
epportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportun:ty opportunity
JFrimitive . .
Recreation B
Good Limited Good Limzted Limited . Good
H . opportunlty opportunity cpportunity opportuniky opportunity opportunity
Challenging " .
Experiences
. Cross— Cross— Cross— Cross~ Cross= Cross—
country country country country country . country
: travel travel . travel travel travel travel .
Speecial . H
Features H .
No 1dentified : No identified Ho adentified No adentified No 1dentified Mo 1dentified -
: special special spacial * special speeial special H
. . features features features features features features :
— = iy P —— —— re— =
WILDERHESS
CHARACTERIGTICS ALT 7 AIT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 AIT 11 ALT 12
Natural
Integrity =~
Apparent - . - .
Haturalness -
Fairly Fairly Fairly Fairly * Fairly Fairly .
high high high high hzgh high
Solitude
Good Good Good Good Good Good
opportuniiy . opportunity oppertunity opportunity opportunity opportunity >
. / .
*Primitive
Recreation
. Good * Good Good Good Good Good
opportunity opportunity apportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity
Challenging .
Experiences
Cross~ Cross- Cross~- Cross- Cross- Cross~
country country country country country coungry
travel travel travel travel travel travel

Special
Features

No identified
special
features

Ho 1dentified
special
features

No 1dentified
special
features

Ho identified
spectal
features

to 1dentified
spectal
features

Mo identified
specual
features
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Roadless Area

TABLE €

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WELDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL LHVIRONMENT

13946 Allan Mountain

ENVIRONMENT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT & ALT 5 ALT &
Potenttal Adverse v
Effcets on So:l
Productivicy
None Very slight Hene Slight STaight Nene
*Potenti1al Effects
on Water Qualaty
None Slightly Hone Moderately Moderately Hone
! adverse adverse adverse

4

Arr Quality

Meets claes II

Meets clasg II

Meets class II

Meats e¢lass II

Meets elags I

heets eclass IT

state state state state state . state
: standards standards standards + standards gtandards standards
Potential Effects
on Plant H H
Communities N 4 : .
* None . Timber harvest None t Timber harvest  Timber harvest None .
Wildlife Eabitat '
Capability ~ Elk ' .
. : Insignifaicant  Slight agverse Insignificant Slight adverse . Slight adverse TInsignificant
: change impact change 1mpact impact change
Potential Effects H .
on Fish Habitat .
Capabilaty M
Insignificant  Slight ad- . Insignificant -+ Moderate ad- Moderate ad- Insignificant
change verse mmpact . change verse 1mpact verse tmpact change
ENVIRONHENT ALT 7 ALT & ALT 9 ALT IO ALT Ef ALT 127
Potent1al Adverse
Effects on So1l .
Productivity H
None : Nome 1 Kone Very slaght None Kane
Potential Effects H
on Water Quality
' Kone Kone None Slightly None HNone H
. . adverse

.

Arr Quality

Heets class IT

Meets class II

Meets class II

Meets class IT

HMeets clags IE

Meets elass TI

state state . state state state state
. standards standards standards standards standards standards
Potential Effects
on Plant ’ .
Communities B *
None + Wone . None None None Kone
Wildlife Habitat
Capability - Elk
Insignificant Tmsignifjcant Insignificant Ins:gnificant Ingaignifaicant Insignifieant
change change change change change change
Potential Effects
on Fish Habitat
Capabilaty
Insaignificant Insignificant Insignifacant Slight adverse Insaigmificant Insignificant
change change change 1mpact change change
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ROADLESS ARFEA EVALUATION

NAPOLEON RIDGE ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13501 -~ 50,183 Net Acres

Descrigtion

The Napoleon Ridge Roadless Area is located approximately 10 air
miles north of Salmon, Idaho. The area is bounded on the north by
a portion of the Salmon Wild and Sceniec River, on the east by
Forest road 020 along Napoleon Ridge; on the south by Forest road
023, on the west by Forest road 032 along Pine Creek. The Pine
Creek road also separates the roadless area to the west, which was
included as a part of the Stormy Peak-Dump Creek roadless area,
Access to this area can be gained from the Forest roads adjacent to
the area.

The area igs dissected by four major drainages, Pine Creek, Moose
Creek, East Boulder Creek, and Dump Creek, The topography is
steep, +70 percent slopes, along the Salmon River. Above 6800 feet
the topography is relatively flat, forming a large basin. Eleva-
tions range from about 4000 feet to over B300 feet at Point of
Rocks, Granite from the Idaho Batholith is the bedrock from which
the soils are derived, resulting in loamy sand to sand textured
soils. Summer highs of 80 to 90 degrees are contrasted by winter
lows of 35 degrees below zero. The vegetation along the Salmon
River Breaks is Douglas-fir and ponderosa pine, with openings of
sagebrush and grass. The vegetation at higher elevatioms is
lodgepole pine, with large grassy meadows along the streams., The
ecosystems are western spruce~fir, grand fir/Douglas—fir, and
western ponderosa,

Recreation use estimated at 200 RVD's in 1982 includes hunting and
firewood gathering.

Nine intrusions totaling ?330 acres were identified within the
inventoried boundaries. Five of these have resulted from two
timber sales and the other four are road corridors, A 1980 timber
sale of approximately 1.1 million board feet was located in the
Napoleon Gulch-—Comet Creek vicinity. Approximately half the volume
of this sale was located within the area. A 1982 timber sale

of 3.450 million board feet was located in the Moose Creek-Fan
Gulch vicinity, Slightly over half the volume in this sale was
located within the roadless area. A pre-harvest roading project is
currently under way along a corridor in the northcentral and
northwestern portions. Road corridors were also identified near
Haystack Mountain, in Napoleon Gulch and west towards Little Moose
Creek from the junction of Moose Creek and Daly Creek. A non-con-
tiguous portion of the inventoried area, which is also less than
5000 acres, lies west of the Pine Creek road. There is also an
area in the Napoleon Gulch-Comet Creek area that is "cut off" from
the rest of the area by a narrow strip of readless land less than
one-half mile wide, The area "cut off" by this narrow neck is less
than 5000 acres in size. 7Tt also has five of the nine intrusions
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within it, The areas directly Impacted by these activities no
longer meet roadlegs area criteriaz and those portions of the
roadless area will not be considered further for wilderness,

A timber sale of 2.2 million board feet 1s proposed for 1984 in the
southern portion. One timber sale of 8.5 million board feet and
two timber sales of 1.5 million board feet each are proposed for
sale in 1986,

This area 1s substantially natural appearing, but is bordered by
lands that have been intensively managed for timber harvest on the
east and west. It is separated from three other roadless areas
(#13506, #1.3507, #13515) by read corridors on the south,

Although there is outstanding scenery along the Salmon River
Breaks, the scenery in the remainder of the area is considered
common for the Salmon NWF,

Capability

Due to the area's shape, the existing intrusions and fingers caused
by road corridors and the terrain in the southern two-thirds of the
unit, it would be virtually ilmpossible to develop logical and
manageable boundaries for this area. Mitigation by boundary change
would be difficult at best. Size Is a factor with this unit, as
portions no longer meeting minimum size requirements for wilderness
designation have heen isolated by intrusions and portions remaining
are in long, narrow bands,

Man's influence on the natural integrity of this area has been verv
low. The mining related impacts that exist are long term in
nature, with little feasibility of correction; however, they
comprise a small percentage of the area. Existing and proposed
timber activities have had a substantial impact by breaking the
area into smaller parcels.

This unit would be apparently natural to most visitors, but there
are impacts that would be apparent to some,

Due to small size, small distance from perimeter to core, onlvy
moderate topographic and vegetative screening and lack of diver-
sity, the area provides little opportunity for solitude and primi-
tive recreatiomn.

Opportunities for challenging experiences are rare,

C-139



Availability

Resource Potentials and Use

Current low recreation use related to hunting is not expected to
significantly change in the future. Firewood gathering would be
prohibited should the area be classified wilderness,

Wildlife habitat diversity in this area ranges from the harsh river
breaks along the main Salmon River and lower Pine Creek, to the
homogeneous lodgepole pine stands on Upper East Boulder Creek. The
lower elevations of this area provide key big game winter range,
particularly on the east side of the Pine Creek drainage. Forage
is limiting on the higher summer range areas, and timber management
on these sites could increase big game habitat potential by creat-
ing a more favorable cover/forage ratio, 014 growth timber in the
mid- elevational zone provides abundant habitat for cavity nesters
and other species such as pileated woodpeckers and pine martin,
Bighorn sheep are commen in the northwestern portion, where moun-
tain goats are occasionally observed. The western portion provides
high quality mountain lion habitat, The upper portion of the
Virginia Gulch drainage currently offers near optimum summer
habitat for elk and mule deer,

Pine Creek has anadromous fish habitat. Several streams contain
populations of resident trout, Stream habitats are generally
characterized by moderate to high chamnnel gradients with associated
plunge pool holding areas. Habitat condition is good to excellent,
Anadromous fish production potential is moderate. TFishing use in
most streams is very light.

The area has small and moderate size drainages directly tributary
to the Salmon River and Panther Creek., Hot Springs Creek has a
natural hot spring used extemsively for recreational bathing. Most
of area is in good to excellent hydrologic condition; however, past
mining has had an extensive impact in this area. In the late 19th
century, the upper Moose Creek watershed was diverted into the
smaller Dump Creek channel. The resulting erosion and channel
cutting in Dump Creek formed an enormous chasm, Other impacts from
mining are seen in Boulder Creek. Water yield from this area is
generally low to moderate, as annual precipitation is usually less
than 20 inches,

Portions of Napoleon Gulch, Pine Creek and Diamond~Moose cattle and
horse grazing allotments are within the roadless area., Napoleon
Gulch grazing allotment has not been used for several years. Pine
Creek is grazed by domestic horses and contributes approximately
150 AUM's of use each year. Diamond/Moose C&H allotment contrib-
utes approximately 1000 AUM's. There are no structural improve-
ments on either allotment,

An estimated 170.6 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yileld

of 1.9 million board feet. A 1980 timber sale of approximately 1.1
million board feet was located in the Napoleon Gulch-Comet Creek
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vicinity. Approximately half the volume of this sale was located
within the area,

A small eastern portion of this area (4-501 in RARE II) was rated
as high hardrock mineral potential in the RARE IT evaluation, which
subsequent company drilling has further substantiated. Past
mineral production from the eastern area includes gold and silver.
There are six patented mining claims within the eastern area,
Mineral potential in the eastern area includes gold, silver,
copper, and molybdenum. Most of the Napoleon Ridge Roadless Area
was not Included in the RARE II evaluation. Large portiomns of the
additional area have an unknown hard rock mineral potential, Past
mineral production from this additional area includes lode and
placer gold. Known mineral potential for portions of this addi-
tional area include gold, thorium, rare earths, and uranium. The
extreme western portion of 13501 has an undetermined potential for
geothermal development. An estimated 320 acres of an existing
geothermal lease is within this portion of 13501, There is no
known potential for the ocecurrence of any other currently leasable
minerals. Mining claim owners continue to do assessment work.
Some claimants are currently expanding their claim activity.

The potential for prehistoric cultural resources i1is considered high
along the Salmon River, moderate to low throughout the remainder of
the unit,

The area includes ten System trails totaling 38 miles, and four
segments of System roads totaling 2.5 miles, There is one Special
Use permit within the area for irrigation water purposes in lower
Maxwell Gulch. The area previously has been, but is mot now, used
for Outfitter and Guide purposes.

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is moderate.

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter, there is an increasing
hazard of 2 major mountain pine beetle epidemic. However, many
lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over-
stocking., Western spruce budworm is periodically killing some of
the understory Douglas-fir, espeecially on the drier sites, Occa-
sionally the tops of the larger trees are being killed. The
Douglas—fir beetle periodicallv kills small groups of the older,
larger Douglas— fir, Similar mortality occurs in the old ponderosa
pine due to the western pine beetle. Dwarf mistletoe is causing
serious deterjoration in many Douglas-fir stands.

The area includes 152 acres of private land situated in five
separate tracts.

Need

Napoleon Ridge Roadless Area is located approximately 15 road miles
from the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. Use of this
wilderness ranges from low to high, depending on the particular
area.
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The Roadless Area is located approximatelv 30 road miles from
Salmon, Tdaho; 170 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 110 miles
from Missoula, Montana.

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Stormy Peak - Dump
Creek #304 and Haystack Mountain #313 Roadless Areas. The decision
in the RARE T FEIS was to manage these areas for non-willderness
resource development, Publie opinion received on the areas during
RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was against further studv for
wilderness. The areas were not considered highly controversial
during RARE T,

Ecosystems found in this area represented throughout the Forest and
in the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness.

The Stormy Peak ~ Dump Creek and Havstack Mountain Roadless Areas
were further evaluated in the Moose Creek Unit Land Management Plan
{LMP). The decision in the LMP was to manage these areas for non-
wilderness resource development, with a portion of the area to be
managed in a roadless condition, Again public opinion was against
further study for wilderness., The wilderness/non-wilderness issue
was not highly controversial in the LMP process,

The Stormy Peak-Dump Creek and Haystack Mountain Roadless Areas
were not evaluated during RARE II because of decisions reached
through the Moose Creek Unit Land Management Plan.

The Napoleon Ridge Roadless Area #04-501, which was not inventoried
as a Roadless Area in RARE I was inventoried and evaluated in RARE
II. The decision in the RARE II FEIS was to manage these lands for
non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion was for non-
wilderness uses., The wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not
highly controversial,

During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wilderness
Act establishing the River of No Return Wilderness lj (Public Law
96-312 - July 23, 1980), the House/Senate Joint Committee in con-
sideration of 5.2009 did express an opinion on page P5-9 of their
Conference Report that the Napoleon Ridge Roadless Area #04-501
will "remain subject to sustained ~ yield multiple use management
under the statutes and regulations generally applicable to all
non-wilderness National Forest system lands."

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in
Coeur d' Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August,
1983. Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent
letter with four proposals i.e., the Forest Service RARE 11, Forest

The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank Church--River
of No Return Wilderness" through P.L. 98-231, March 14, 1984, to
honor TIdaho Senator Frank Church who was instrumental in passing
the Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the Wilderness Act

of 1964,
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Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild-
life Federation propesal., Following the hearings, Senator MeClure
has received additional input from environmental groups and the
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Depart-
ment of Fish and Game Cowmission provided input to Governor Evans
for both wilderness and roadless management areas over the state,
They did not include this area in their proposal.

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness, FEarth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area, The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association,
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, 1dsho Forest Industries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for Napoleon
Ridge Roadless Area.

Senator MeClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate, The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State,

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness.

The Napoleon Ridge Roadless Area was mot included in the IFMA nor
has it been included in any of the additional or modified recommen-
dations. The area was not considered controversial during the
Forest Planning review of roadless lands.

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12)

This area is not rvecommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative.

Some resource activity would occur on about 25 percent of the ares
which would preclude that portion of the area from comsideration
for wilderness during the next plan revision. Some portions of the
area have a high mineral potential while the majority of the area
has an unknown potential, Timing of any wineral development
activities is unknown,
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Effects of Wilderness/Non-wilderness Managsement Prescriptions

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE

Roadless Area: 13501 Napoleon Ridge

(Acres)

Forest Plan Alternative

Management
Prescription 1 2

10

11

12 {preferred)

7A Proposed
Wilderness

Non-wilderness*
2B 7,388
34-5D 3,595
4B-1 7,128
SA 63

SB 37,454 24,016
5C 1,746 18,976

48,999

326

< 135

723

* Refer to Alternative map for prescription description.

12,044

2,125
4,563

5,990 49 2,951
6,222 7,870 8,443
6,845 6,816 7,807 7,143
12,042
38,696 32,009
4,662 6,132
27,113 29,894 17,467
4,049

12,044

37,593

546

35,630

14,553

50,183

38,233
10,715

1,235



Roadless Area

TAELE B

IMPACTS ON WILDERMESS CHARACTER

13501 Napoleon Ridge

WILDFRNESS
CHARACTERISTICS AIT 1 ALT 2 AIT 3 AT 4 ATT 5 AIT B
Hatural
Integrity -
Apparent
Haturalness
Moderate Low = Fairly high Low Low Hoderate
Solztude
Limited No Limited No t Ho Linited
. opportunity * opportunity oppertunity opportunity i opportunity opportunily
Primitive H
Recreation
Limited No t+ Limited No Ho Limited
* i opportunity apportunity opportunity opportun:ty opportunity opportunity
Challenging :
Experiences .
' Litrle Little . Little Little Lrttle Little
i or no or no or ng or no or no or no
: occurrence occurrence occurrence oceurrence occurrence occurrence
Special .
Features .
: Limited + Limited Limited Limited Lim:ted Limited
outstanding outscanding - outstanding outstanding outstanding outstanding
SCenery scenery scenery scenery scenery scenery
WILDERWESGS
CHARACTERISTICS AIT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 AIT_10 AIT 11 AIT 12
Natural
Integrity —
Apparent
Haturalness .
Moderate Moderate Fairly high Fairly high Fairly hagh Moderate
Solitude
Limited Lim:ted Limited Limited Limited Limited
apportunity opportuntty opportunily oppartunity opportunity opportunaty
Primitive
Recreation
Limited Lirited Limited Linited Limited Limited
oppartunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity
Challenging
Experiences
Litele Litele Little Little Little Little
or no or no or no or no or no pr no
occurrence occurrence occurrence occurrence occurrence pccurrence
Special
Features
Limited Limiced Eimited Limzted Limited Limited
outstanding outstanding outstanding outstanding outstanding outstanding
scenery scenery scenery scenery scenery scenery
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TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERMRESS DESIGHNATIORS ON
THE PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

Roadless Area 13501 Napoleon Radge

ENVIRONMENT ALT ] ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT & ALT 5 ALT 6
.Potential Adverse .
.Effects on Spal}l . . . . . H
Productivaty . .
. Yery slight * Slight None : Blight Slight Hone
:Porentral Effects, . B . .
.on Water Quality - H
Slightly : Moderately : None Hoderately Moderately None .
adverse adverse adverse + adverse
Arr Qualaty . .
Heets class IT Meets class II Meets class II  Meets class II  Meets class II  Meets class IL
. state 8state * state state : state state
* standards : standards : standards » standards . Btandards standards H
Potential Effects . B H H
ton Plant . H : . - -
:Communities . H ‘ 3
. Wi1ldlxfe habi- Wildlife habi~ None W1ldlife habi- :Wildlafe habi- <HWaldlife habi~ :
. tat i1mprovement tat improvement tat improvement .tat rmprovement ‘tat improvement.
H &timber barvest &timber harvest &timber harvest &timber harvest .&timber harvest.
Wildlife Habitat H H . H H
.Capability ~ Elk . H . H
Slight adverse Moderate Significant Moderate Moderate 3 Signifacant
" impact i 1lmprovement change { unprovement improvement change .
:Potential Effects . H
on Fish Habicat H . . H
.Capabalaty . :
: Ipsignafacent Insagnificent . Ips:ignificant Insignificant Iasignificant Insign:facant :
H change : change change change change change :
ENVIRONKENT ALT 7 ALY 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Potential Adverse
Effects on Soal : :
Productivity . H H H H
" : Very slight ; Very slight * None - Yery slight Hone + Very slight :
Potential Effects
on Water Qualaity : * % .
Slightly ° Slightly None Slightly + None Slightly -
adverse adverse adverse adverse H

Air Quality
- Meets class II

Meets ¢lass IT

Megets clase II

Meets c¢lass II

Meets class 11

Heets class II

etate t state state + state T state state
standards * standards standards standards standards standards
Potentaal Effects . .
on Plant -
Communities .
‘ fhildlife habi~ Wildlife habi- - Nome * Nome : Nome “Wiidiife habi-
* tat improvemeft tat improvement . tat improvement
&timber harvest &timber harvest : ktimber harvest
Wildlife Habitat .
Capability - Elk 4 '
Moderate Moderate Insignificant Hoderate Insignifacant Hoderate
1mprovement inmprovement change 1mprovenent change LBprovenent
Potential Effects
on Fish Habitat
Capability . : H -
Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Ingiguificant Insignificant Insignificant
. * change * change change change change change
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

WEST PANTHER CREEK ROADLESS AREA
SATMON NATIONAL FOREST #13504 - 36,064 Net Acres

Description

The West Panther Creek Roadless Area 1s approximately 23 air miles
due west of the City of Salmon., Tt is bounded on the northwest and
west by the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness, on the
south by Blackbird Ridge and the lower one from Salmon to Blackbird
Mine, and on the east by Panther Creek. Access can be gained to
the area at the mouths of Clear Creek and Big Deer Creek along the
Panther Creek Road, and from a mining road near the Blackbird Mine,

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless areas,
the powerline was considered as an intrusion into the West Panther
Creek Roadless Area that separated a portion of the area in the
southeast corner from the rest of the roadless area. This
non-contiguous area is now being evaluated as a separate roadless
area, South Panther #13504a. Another non-contiguous area to the
southwest 1s separated by the powerline and does not meet the 5000
acre wilderness criteria, This area is no longer considered for
wilderness potential.

The area is dissected by one major stream, Big Deer Creek, and two
smaller drainages, Little Deer Creek and Quartz Gulech. Several
small drainages feed directly into Big Deer Creek and Panther
Creek. The side slopes along Panther Creek and the lower reach of
Big Deer Creek are steep (+707) with many rock outcrops and near
surface rock, and talus slopes. Remaining slopes are from 20 to 60
percent. The lowest point in the Roadless Area is along Panther
Creek, which is 3500 feet; the highest point is located along
Blackbird Ridge, and is over 9000 feet, Big Deer Creek forms a
boundary between the granite bedrock to the north and the quartzite
bedrock to the south, Granitic bedrock forms loamy sand textured
soils; quartzite forms sandv loam textured socils, Much of the area
is timbered with lodgepole pine, subalpine fir, Douglas-fir, and
ponderosa pine. Sage and grass occupy the open hillsides, Western
ponderosa, the western spruce-fir, and grand fir/Douglas-fir are
the ecosystem types represented in the area,

During 1982 an estimated 6200 RVD's of recreation use occurred in
the Panther Creek Roadless Area, primarily related to hunting,
backpacking, and horseback riding.

Mining related access road intrusions totaling 886 acres were
identified within the southern portion of the unit from the
Blackbird Mine properties to Bipg Deer Creek and approximatelv one
mile up Indian Creek. The Cobalt Townsite and Blackbird Mine
powerline corridors cross the southeastern end of the unit and
split it into three separate parcels. The southwestern parcel is
less than 5000 acres. This isolated portion of the roadless area
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and the road intrusion portion no longer meet roadless area cri-
teria and will not be considered further for wilderness.

A timber sale of 8.0 million board feet is proposed for FY 1985 in
the Big Deer Creek drainage.

The southeastern tip split off by the powerline is greater than
5000 acres and will be considered further as a new inventoried area
#13504A South Panther Creek.

The area 1s essentially natural appearing.

Tt is bordered on the west and north by the Frank Church--River of
No Return Wilderness; by mining activities and lands managed
intensively for timber harvest on the south; and separated by a
road corridor from Roadless Area 13506 on the east.

The unit is comprised primarily of scenery that would be considered
common for the Salmon National TForest,

Capability

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for a large
portion of this unit., Size does not affect consideration of this
area for wilderness as it 1s adjacent to the Frank Church—--River of
No Return Wilderness.

The overall influence of man's past activities or mnatural integrity
has been low to moderate. The primary existing impacts ave a
mining impact in the Blg Deer Creek Drainage and a powerline
corridor in the southern tip which has little feasibility of
correcting. The powerline corridor could be easily deleted from
any proposed wilderness by a boundary modification., One portion of
the area is "split™ by the powerline and no longer meets size
qualifications for consideration as wilderness.

Most visitors would find the majority of this unit to be apparently
natural.

Due to large size, good topegraphic and vegetative screening,
proximity to existing wilderness, high diversity and lack of
developed recreation facilities, there is a very high opportunity
for solitude and primitive recreation., Few opportunities fozr
challenging experiences exist.

Availabilitv

Resource Potentials

Recreation use at present is considered moderate and is primarily
related to hunting and wilderness access. There would likely be a
slight increase should this area become designated as wilderness,
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as it provides early and late season access to the Frank Church-
~River of No Return Wilderness.

Mule deer, elk, and bighorn sheep are year-round residents here,
where they spend winters along the Panther Creek face. Natural
mineral licks which occur in the Lick Creek and Mud Lick Creek
areas are frequented by these big game species. Black bear and
mountain lion are also abundant. Mixed stands of old growth
ponderosa pine and Douglas-fir between Lick Creek and Indian Creek
provide high quality habitat for cavity nesting birds and mammals,

Fish habitat is limited to the upper reaches of Panther Creek and
Big Deer Creek because of mining induced pollution further down-

stream. Conditions previously were considered good to excellent.
Fishing use in Upper Big Deer Creek is light and quality would be
high,

The small drainages in this area are in an excellent hydrologic
condition and produce moderate to large volumes of excellent
quality water, However, several streams have been significantly
impacted by historic mining activities. Acid mine drainage has
severely damaged the water quality of Blackbird Creek, lower BRig
Deer Creek, and lower Panther Creek, making these streams no longer
favorable fish habitat.

With the exception of a small amount of recreational horse use, the
area is not grazed by livestock.

An estimated 194 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield of
2.1 million board feet.

The area's hardrock mineral potential was rated high in the RARE II
evaluation and no new data meodifies the high rating. No mineral
production has occcurred from this area, which lies immediately
adjacent to the Blackbird Mine, a major past producer of cobalt,
copper and gold. Mining claim owners ave continuing to do assess-
ment work. Numerous cobalt-copper occurrences lie throughout the
south half of #13504. No known potential for currently leasable
minerals exists,

The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is considered high
adjacent to Panther Creek, and moderate to low throughout the
remainder of the unit, Historie structures exist within the unit,
but they have not heen evaluated for their significance,

This area includes six system trails totaling 39 miles. There are
1.2 miles of system road and 8.6 miles of 69 KV powerline within

the intrusion and guide permits are issued for the area.

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is moderate.
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Some Douglas~fir stands in the lower portions of Big Deer Creek are
infested with dwarf mistletoe, and there are endemic levels of
Mountain Pine Beetle and Douglas—fir Beetle within the unit,

The area includes two tracts of private land totaling 51 acres in
Birch Creek and Little Deer Creek.

Need

The Panther Creek Roadless Area is adjacent to the Frank Church-
-River of No Return Wilderness., The adjacent portion of the
wilderness receives moderate to light use, primarily hunting
related, and as access to the high lakes,

This unit is approximately 35 miles from Salmon, Idaho; 175 miles
from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 165 miles from Missoula, Montana.

The area does not contain any eccosystems determined from RARE II to
be in need of representation in the wilderness systems,

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Clear Creek-Garden
Creek #282 and the Big Deer Creek #283 roadless areas. The deci-
sion in the RARE I FEIS was to manage Big Deer Creek for
non-wildetness resource management and Clear Creek-Garden Creek was
recommended for further study. The public was generally in agree-
ment that both areas needed further study, The areas were con-
sidered controversial in RARE T.

The Clear Creek-Garden Creek #282 and Big Deer Creek #283 roadless
areas were inventoried and evaluated in RARE II as the Panther
Creek Roadless Area #04504, During the evaluation the area was
"split" into three units i.e., East Panther Creek E4504, South
Panther Creek 84504 and West Panther Creek WAS04, The environ-
mental groups recommended the entire area for wilderness in their
RARE II Idaho Citizens Alternative "W." The decision in the RARE
IT FEIS was to manage the East and South units for non-wildermess
resource management and the West Panther Creek unit was recommended
for wilderness. West Panther Creek was subsequently legislated
into wilderness, with minor boundary adjustments for manageability,
through the Central Tdaho Wilderness Act {Public Law 96-312 July
23, 1980). Public opinion was divided on the area and it was
considered highly controversial during RARE TI.

During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wilderness
Act establishing the River of No Return Wilderness 1/ the
House/Senate Joint Committee, in consideration of 52009, expressed
an opinien on page PS5~9 of their Conference Report that East
Panther Creek E4504 and South Panther Creek S$4504 will “'remain

The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank Church—-River
of No Return Wilderness" through P.L. 98-231, March 14, 1984, to
honor Idaho Senator Frank Church who was instrumental in passing
the Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the Wilderness Act

of 1964,
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subject to sustained vield multiple use management under the
statues and regulations generally applicable to all non-wilderness
National Forest system lands."

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise and Idaho Falls during August 1983,
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter
with four proposals i.e., the Forest Service RARE IT, Forest
Industries, other user groups and the 1979 Idaho Wildlife Federa-
tion propesal. Following the hearings Senator McClure received
additional input from the environmental groups and the Governor of
Idaho. The Idaho Department of Fish and Game had provided input to
Governor Evans. None of the groups expressed any specilal prefer-
ences for the East or South Panther Creek units.

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area. The Idaho Mining Association, TIdaho Cattlemen's Association,
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for Panther
Creek Roadless Area.

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands 2s wilderness across
the State,.

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressicnal Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness.

The Panther Creek Roadless Area was not included in the TIFMA nor
has it been included in any of the additional or modified recommen-—
dations. The area was not considered controversial during the
Forest Planning review of roadless lands.

Preferred Alternmative (Alternmative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative,

Some resource activity would occur on about 65 percent of the area
which would preclude that portion of the area from consideration
for wilderness during the next plan revision. Mineral potential is
high, Timing of possible mineral development is not known but if
development should occur the area disturbed by wining and access
construction would be precluded from further wilderness
consideration.
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Effects of Wilderness/Non-wilderness Managewent Prescriptions

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE
(Acres)

Roadless Area: 13504 West Panther Forest Plan Alternative

Management
Prescription 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3 9 10 11 12 (preferred)

7A Proposad
Wilderness 25,966 25,966 25,966 36,064 36,064

Non~wilderness®
4i 2,663 4,140 3,464 470 3,296
4B-1 1,244 6,623 788 695
4B-2 6,459 13,172
4B-3 2,754 13,745
5A 22,281 18,067
5B 22,144 15,792 13,806 27,662
5C 13,920 13,649 13,782 5,106
SE 24,188 8,854 16,098 8,933
5F 4,946

* Refer to Alternative map for preseription description.



Roadless Area

TABLE B

INPACTS ON WILDERNLSS CHARACTER

13504 West Panther Creek

WILDIRNESS
CHARACTERISTICS ATT 1 AIT 2 ALT 3 ALT & AIT S ALT 6
Natural
:Integraity - :
Apparent
Naturalness :
- + Low Low High Low Low Low
+Solitude
* Ne No Gaod tlo No Ho
. opportunity opportuntty opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity
Praimitive
:Regreation .
H Ho . Neo Good Ho Ko Yo
: : opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunxty - opportunity opportunity
Challenging
Experiences - :
Little . Little Little Little Little Little
H or no : or ho . or no or no or e or no
. occurrence * oecurrence oceurrence occurrence occurrence occurrence
Special
Features
¥o identified Ko 2dentified Ho 1dentified No ident:fied No identified Ko 1dentified
speciral special special spec.al special spacial
features features features features : features features
WILDLRNFSS
CHARACTERISTICS ALT 7 ALT & ALT ¢ ALT 10 ALT 11 AFT 12
Natural .
*Integrity -
Apparent .
Naturalness
Low High High High High Low
.Solitude .
: Ho Good Good Good . Good o
opportunity opportunity opportunity opportuntty * opportunity opportunity
Prinitive
Recreattion
o Gaod Good Good Good Ho
opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity
Challenging
Experiences
Little Little Little Little Little Little
or ne or no or neo or no ot no or no
occurrence geturrence pccurrence oceurcence gccurrence gegurrence

Special
Features

No identified
gpecial
features

Ho identified
spec:al
features

No wdentified
special
features

Ho :dentified
epecial
features

Ho ident.fied
special
featu es

tle 2dentified
special
features
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Roadless Area

TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AND BEOLOGICAL ERVIRONMENT

13504 West Panther

ERVIRONMERT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 ALT 5 ALY 6
Potenti1al Adverse .

sBffects on So1l . . .

Productivity H
H Slight Slighe None Slight Slight Slight .
Potential Effects

on Water Qualaty

: Koderately Hoderately None Moderately Hoderately Hederately

H adverse . adverse adverse adverse adverse

JArr Quality

%
1

Meets class II

Heets class I

Heets class 11

b

* Meets class 1X -

Yeets class 11

¥eets class II:

state state i state : state state state
. . standards standards t standards « standards standards standards .
Potential Effects . . . .
on Plant - : :
Cormunities 3 . . :
Timber harvest Timber harvest None Timber harvest Timber harvest Timber harvest
Wildlife Habitat -
Capabilaty - Elk H .
* Insignificant Moderate,ad- : Imsign:ficant : Moderate ad- Moderate ad- Hoderste ad-
1 change verse 1mpact  * change . verse lmpact i Verse impact verse 1mpact
Potentizl Effects .
.on Fish Habitat . M H
Capability : H
. Inszgnificent Insignificant Insignificant * Insignificant Insignaficant Insignificant *
change change . change . change . change change
ERVIRONMENT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALY 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
-Potential Adverse
Effects on Soil )
Productivity H
Slight Very slight . Very slight : Nome None Slight
Potential Effects H H . .
on Water Quality .
. Moderately Slaightly Slightly None : None Hoderately
. adverse adverse adverse : adverse

.Alr Quaiaty

.

o

Meets class II

Meets class IX

Meets class TI

Meets class II

Meets class IT

4 e ve

Meets class II

state state state . state state gtate

standards standards standards standards standards standards .
.Potential Effects . . . .
on Plant *
Communities . .

Timber harvest None : Noune . None Rone Timber harvest.
VWildlife Habitat ¢ . H
*Capability - Elk H . H .

Slight adverse Slight adverse Slighe adverse Insignificant Insagmificant ¥oderate

1mpact « impact 1mpact + change change adverse rmpact
.Fotential Effects . .
on Fish Habitat
Capability

Tmsignificant Insignificant Insignzficant - Insignificant -+ Insignificant Insignificant

* change change change change change change H
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2.

ROADLESS ARFA EVALUATICN

SOUTH PANTHER ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13504A -- 6,710 Net Acres

Descrigtion

The South Panther Roadless Area, which was part of the West Panther
Roadless Area in the initial review of inventoried roadless areas,
is being evaluated as a separate area, The powerline from Salmon
to the Blackbird Mine was considered an intrusion which made this
area no longer contiguous with West Panther Roadless Area.

The South Panther Roadless Area is approximately 23 air miles due
west of the City of Salmon, The area is bounded on the northwest
and southwest by the powerline. On the north and east the area is
bounded by Panther Creek., OQuartz Gulch forms the drainage for this
area. The topography of the area is broad rounded ridges and a
dendritic drainage pattern formed by Quartz Gulch. Elevations
range from 4000 feet at Panther Creck to 8000 feet. Quartzite
forms the bedrock and soil textures are loamy sand. Most of the
area is timbered with Douglas~fir and lodgepole pine. Grand

fir /Douglas—fir are the ecosystems represented in this area.

Recreation uses are extremely light and are related to big game
hunting, Use was estimated as insignificant in 1982,

The south Panther Creek Roadless Area has no intrusions within it
and none are planned for the near future,

The area is essentially natural appearing, There are no special
features or attractions.

Capability

Logical and manageable boundaries exist for this unit, Size is a
factor as the unit is near the minimum size required.

Man's influence on the natural integrity of the unit has been
moderate and 1s evidenced by the powerline corridor which forms two
boundaries,

Visitors would find the interior of the unit to be apparently
natural,

Due to small size, poor distance from core to perimeter, lack of
topographic screening and lack of diversity, this unit offers very
low opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation experiences.

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious
hazards are rare.
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Availability

Current incomsequential recreation use is not expected to change.

There are no known prehistoric or historic cultural resources in
the area.

Mule deer, elk, and bighorn sheep are yvear-round residents here,
where they spend winters along the Panther Creek face. Black bear
and mountain lion are also abundant. Mixed stands of old growth
ponderosa pine and Douglas-fir provide high quality habitat for
cavity nexting birds and mammals.

An estimated 36 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield
of 0.40 million board feet.

The area's hardrock mineral potential was rated high in the RARE II
evaluation and no new data modifies the high rating. ¥No mineral
production has occurred from this area. Mining claim owners are
continuing to do assessment work. Numerous cobalt-copper occur-
rences lie throughout the south half of #13504A. No known poten-
tial for currently leasable minerals exists.,

Prehistorie cunltural resources potential 1s considered low through-
out the unit. Historic structures exist within the unit, but have

no been evaluated for their significance.

Manasement Considerations

Fire occurrence is moderate,.

Endemic levels of Mountain Pine Beetle and Douglas—fir Beetle occur
within the unit.

Need

The South Panther Creek Roadless Area is directly north of the
Cobalt Townsite. The unit receives light use which is primarily
hunting related.

It is net known if the area represents any unique ecosystems.

During RARE I this are was inventoried as the Clear Creek-Garden
Creek #282 and the Big Deer Creek #293 roadless areas. The deci~
sion in the RARE I FEIS was to manage Big Deer Creek for non-wil-
derness resource management and Clear Creek-Garden Creek was
recommended for further studv. The public was generally in agree-
ment that both areas needed further study. The areas were con-
sidered controversial in RARE I.

The Clear Creek~Garden Creek #282 and Big Deer Creek #283 roadless

areas were inventoried and evaluated in RARE IT as the Panther
Creek Roadless Area #04504, During the evaluation the area was
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"split" into three units, i.e,, East Panther Creek E4504, South
Panther Creek S§4504, and West Panther Creek W4504. The environ-
mental groups recommended the entire area for wilderness in their
RARE II Idaho Citizens Alternative "W." The decision in the RARE
IT FEIS was to manage the East and South units for non-wilderness
resource management and the West Panther Creek unit was recommended
for wilderness. West Panther Creek was subsequently legislated
into wilderness, with minor boundary adjustments for manageability,
through the Central Idaho Wilderness Act (Public Law 96-312

July 23, 1980). Public opinion was divided on the area and it was
considered highly controversial during RARE II,

During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wilderness
Act establishing the River of No Return Wilderness 1/ the
House/Senate Joint Committee, in consideration of 52009, expressed
an opinion on page PS-9 of their Conference Report that East
Panther Creek E4504 and South Panther Creek S4504 will “remain
subject to sustained vield multiple use management under the
statutes and regulations generally applicable to all non-wilderness
National Forest System Lands."

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and TIdaho Falls during August 1983,
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter
with four proposals i.e,, the Forest Service RARE II, Forest
Industries, other user groups and the 1979 Tdaho Wildlife Federa-
tion proposal. Following the hearings Senator McClure received
additional input from the environmental groups and the Governor of
Idaho. The Idaho Department of Fish and Game had provided input to
Governor Evans. None of the groups expressed any special prefer-
ence for the East or South Panther Creek units.,

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area, The Tdaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association,
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Tndustries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for South
Panther Creek Roadless Area.

Senator McClure has introduced the Tdaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate, The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State.

The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank Church—-River
of No Return Wilderness" through P.L. 98-231, March 14, 1984, to
honor Idaho Senator Frank Church who was instrumental in passing
the Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the Wilderness Act

of 1964,
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Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness.

The South Panther Creek Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA
nor has it been included in any of the additional or modified
recommendations, The area was not considered controversial during
the Forest Planning review of roadless” lands.

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative,

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision.

Mineral potential is high. Timing of possible mineral development
ig not known but if development should occur the area disturbed by
mining and access construction would be precluded from further
wilderness consideration,
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Effects of Wilderness/Non-wilderness Management Prescriptions

Roadless Area: 13504A South Panther

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE

(Acres)

Forest Plan Alternative

Hanagement
Prescription 1

1o

11

12 (preferred)

7A Proposed
Wilderness

Non~wilderness*
4A 1,478
4B-1
4B-2
54
5B
5E 5,232

1,864
2,872

6,710
1,974

* Refer to Alternative map for prescription descraption.

6,710
6,710

1,339 1,031
3,026
2,878
2,653

6,710

6,710

6,710

6,710

2,192

4,518



Roadless Area

TABIE B

INPACTS OF WILDTRMESS CHARACTER

13504A South Panther

WILDERHESS
CHARACTERTISTICS ATT 1 AIT 2 ALT 3 ALT &4 ALT S ALT 6
*Natural :
Integraty = : .
JApparent H : H
Naturalness . H H
: : Low . Low Low + Low Low Low
.Solitude H .
" : No Ko o . Ko . No tio
: T opportunity t opportunity oppertunity opportunity oppartunity oppertunity
tPrimitive H
Recreation . H -
i No : Wo * No No Ho Yo
. opportunity . Opportunity opportunity opporkunity opportunity opportunity
Challenging : H . .
Experiences : : : :
: = Lattle Little : Lirrle * lattle Little Little .
: T ot ho or no : or no * or mo T 0or no or no i
H - Occurrence * oCcurrence i Occurrence occurrence gcourrence oCcurrence
18pecial
Features : . - :
: . Ho identified * No identafied : Mo i1deatified : No identified Ho ident:rfied No 1dentarfied
. : special special s special : special + special special
H : fearures features : features : features features features
WILDERNESS
CIARACTERPISTICS ALT 7 MT 8 AFT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
*Natural -
Integrity -
Apparent H :
lizturalness .
: * Low Moderate : Mpderate loderate Mederate Lew
:Solitude ‘
. . llo Limited . Moderate Hoderate Limited No
H Opportunity Opportunity : Cpportunity Opportunity
Primitive .
Recreation
. o Limited Limited Limited Limited o -
opportunity opportunity opportun:ly opportunaty opportunity apportunity
Chaltlenging :
Evpericnces -
Little Little Lictle Little Little Little
. or no ot no or no or no or wo or no
occurrence oeeurrence oteurrence otcurrence occurrenge ogeurrence

Special
Features

.

No 1dentifired
special
features

to i1dentified
speclal
features

Mo 1dentified
spectal
features

Ho 1dentifred
spectal
features

Mo identified
special
features

Mo identirfied
special
features
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Roadless Area

TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL CORSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PFHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

13504A South Panther

ENVIRONMENT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 ALT 5 ALT 6
Fotential Adverse:

Effects on Serl . . R .

Productivity H

Slaght Slight Very slight Slight Slight Very slight

Potential Effects

on Water Quality .

H Moderately . Moderately Slightly Moderately Moderately $lightly

f adverse adverse - adverse . adverse adverse adverse

.

tAir Qualiry

. o one

o e

Heets clase IT
state *
standards :

Meets clase IX
state
standards

Heets class IT
state
standards

.

Meets elass IT
state
standards

[

Meets elags 1T
state
standards

Meets class T1E
state
standards

.
3
H

on Plant
Communities

Potent1al Effects.

oo

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Wildlife Habatat
Capability - Elk

T

Slight adverse: Slight ajverse HModerate Slight adverse * Slight adverse Moderate
. mpact ¢ wmpact improvement impact mpact improvement
Potential Effects H
tort Fish Habitat : . . . .
Capabaility H . .
: No known . Ho known . No known No known No known No known
fishery fishery fishery fishery fishery : fishery
ENVIRONHENT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT_11 ALY 12
Potent1al Adverse
Effects on Soil .
Productivity H H :
M Very slight - None * None . None None * Slight .
Potential Effects
‘on Water Quality .
f Slightly None None None None Hoderately
adverse * * adverse

.-

Arr Quality
Meets class II Meets ¢lass IT  Meets class IT : HMeets ¢lass II  Meets eclass IT  Heets class IT-
f state state state state state state
H : standards standards standards standards standards standards
Potentral Effects
on Plant . H H
Cormunities H
H * Timber harvest Nome ¢+ None None None Timber harvest
Wildlife Habitat
Capabilaity - Elk H . *
. Moderate Insignifycant * Imsignificant Insignificant Insagnificant Slight
' i 1mprovement change change change change adverse 1mpact
Potential Effects
an Fish Habitat H
Capability . H
No known . No known * No known No known No known No known
. . fishery fishery . fishery fishery fishery fishery
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

MCELENY ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13505 - 3,608 Net Acres

Description

McEleny Roadless Area is 35 alr miles southwest of Salmon, Idaho.
It is bounded by the Frank Church--River of Vo Return Wilderness on
the north, east, and west, and on the south by the Yellowiacket
Creek Forest road il? and an arez of mining activity.

Dissected by small drainages tributarv to Yellowjacket and Hoodoo
Creeks, the area's topography 1s a result of the dendritic drainage
pattern that these small streams developed. The slopes are between
50 and 70 percent along Hoodoo Creek and Yellowjacket Creek, and 30
to 50 percent along and near the ridges. Elevations range from
5,500 feet to over 8,900 feet. Claciation has developed a small
cirque pocket at the head of Black Fagle Creek. Summer highs of 80
to 90 degrees are contrasted by winter lows of 40 below zero.
Annual precipitation between 15 and 25 inches falls mostly as snow,
Soils are formed from quartzite bedrock; textures range from sandy
loams to loamy sand. Most of the area is covered with Douglas~ £ir
and lodgepole pine, with talus and rock outcroppings at the higher
elevations., The ecosystems represented are western spruce- fir and
grand fir/Douglas-fir,

Several intrusions were identified within the unit during review of
the inventory. One timber sale of approximately 900 thousand hoard
feet was sold in 1982. 1In addition, there are numerous roads
associated with mining activities and a water line/spring develop-
ment. These Intrusions total 2065 acres which no longer meet
roadless area criteria and will not be considered further for
wilderness.

No additional intrusions have been planned in the area through
current action plans.

Recreation use, estimated as ipnconsequential in 1982, is limited to
an occasional hunter.

Portions of the area have been significantly altered by mining
activity,

The unit is adjacent teo the Frank Church--River of No Return
Wilderness on the west, north, and east, it is separated from
roadless area #13518 by a road corridor on the south,

The scenery and features in this area are considered common for the
Salmon National Forest.
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Capability

It is not likely that logical and manageable boundaries could be
developed for this area, which is the remainder of a much larger
roadless area that was included in the Frank Church—-River of No
Return Wilderness. It was necessary to delete this portion of the
larger roadless area in order to develop a manageable houndarv for
the wilderness, Size is not a factor as it is contiguous with
existing wilderness.

Man's influence on the natural integrity of this unit has heen
high. There are numerous mines and associated roads throughout the
area,

The area is obviously impacted in many sections. Although the area
has dense vegetative screening, its small size and exlsting impacts
offers low opportunity for solitude and primitive recreation, and
opportunities for challenging experlences are rare,

Availability

Resource Potential and Use

Current low recreation use is not expected to change.

This small area provides some summer big game habitat, but its most
important attribute is transitional spring-fall range for mule deer
and elk., The lower elevations are primarily occupied by sagebrush
communities, and habitat management opportunities through timber
harvest methods are very limited,

There are no known fisheries or fish habitat in this area.

The area is located in a moderate precipitation zone in tributaries
to Yellowjacket Creek. Generally, watershed conditions are good,
but small areas within and adjacent to the roadless area have been
subject to historic mining activities. The area contributes
generally excellent quality water to the Middle Fork of the Salmon
River,

With the exception of a small amount of recreational horse use, the
area is not grazed by livestock,

An estimated 13 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential vield of
0.1 million hLoard feet per year,.

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated high in the
RARE TII evaluation and no new data modifies the original rating.
Past mineral production includes gold, silver, copper, and zine,
The area contains five past producing mines, several patented
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nining claims, and associated low standard access roads. Non-
patented mining claim owners continue assessment work, with some
expanding their claim aetivity. There is no known potential for
currently leasable minerals,

The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is unknown. The
area's numerous mining related structures have not been evaluated
for historic significance.

The area includes 0.4 mile of Svstem trail and 0.3 mile of non-
System trail, and 0,2 mile of non-System road., Outfitter/Guide

Permittees do net currently use McEleny Roadless Area,

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is light,

As the lodgepole and whitebark pine increase in diameter there is
an increasing hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic In
the lodgepole stands in the upper part of the area. The Douglas-
fir in the lower elevations has been repeatedly attacked by western
spruce budworm, which kill much of the understorv Douglas-fir,
Occasionally, the tops of the larger trees are killed, The
Douglas— fir beetle periodically kills small groups of the older,
larger trees.

The area includes two tracts of private land, one at Rlack Eagle
Mine and one in lower Hoodoo Creek, totaling 54 acres.

Need

McEleny Roadless Area is adjacent to a portion of the Frank Church-
-River of No Return Wilderness where use is extremely light.

The Roadless Area is located approximatelv 60 miles from Salmon,
Idahe; 200 miles from Tdaho Falls, Idaho; and 190 miles from
Missoula, Montana.

The area does not contain any ecosvstems determined from RARE II to
be in need of representation in the wilderness system.

During RARE 1 this area was inventoried as the Yellowjacket Creek
Roadless Area #286. The decision in the RARE I FETS was to manage
the land for non-wilderness resource management. Public opinion
was divided on the area during RARE I. The area was considered
controversial.

During RARE II the Yellowjacket Creek Roadless Area #286 was
inventoried as the McEleny Roadless Area #04505. The recommenda-
tion in the RARE IT FEIS was for wilderness designation. Public
opinion on the area was highly divided and the area was considered
highlvy controversial.
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The area was considered by Congress during the development of the
Central Idaho Wilderness Act establishing the River of No Return
Wilderness 1/ (Public Law 36-312 July 23, 1980). Most of the area
was included in the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness.
Boundary adjustments were made for manageability and to exclude
areas of high mineral activity. These boundary adiustments were
congidered by Congress in the final passage of the Central Idaho
Wilderness Act. The residual portions of the McEleny Roadless Area
are being further evaluated in the Forest Planning process as
Roadless Area #13505.

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act' hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise and Idaho Falls in August 1983,
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter
with four proposals i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest
Industries, other commoditv user groups and the 1979 ITdaho Wildlife
Federation proposal., Following the hearings Senator McClure has
received additional input from the environmental groups and the
Governor of Idaho, The Tdaho Department of Fish and Game provided
input to Governor Evans. Neither the environmental groups,
Governor Evans nor the Idaho Department of Fish and Game recommend-
ed any special classification for the residual portlons of the
McEleny Roadless Area.

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness. Earth First!' recommended wilderness for the entire
area, The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association,
OQutdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, Tdaho Forest Industries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the MeEleny
Roadless Area.

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State.

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness.

The McElenv Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendations.
The area was mnot considered controversial during the Forest Plan-
ning review of roadless lands.

The name of this Wilderness was changed te the "Frank Church---River
of No Return Wildernmess" through P.L. 98-231, March 14, 1984, to
honor Idaho Senator Frank Church who was instrumental in passing
the Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the Wilderness Act

of 1964,
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Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12}

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative,

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision.

Mineral potential is high. Timing of possible mineral development
is not known but if development should occur the area disturbed by
mining access construction would be precluded from further
wilderness consideration.
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Effects of Wilderness/Non-wildermess Manapement Prescriptions

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST pLAN ALTERNATIVE

Roadless Area: 13505 McEleny

(Acres

Forest Plan Alternative

Management
Preseription 1 2 3

7A Proposed
Wilderness 1,948

Non~wilderness®
2B 779
3A-5B 3,608
3A-5E 881
53 3,608
5¢C

* Refer to Alternative map for prescription descriptiom.

11

12 {preferred)

3,608
3,608

3,608 3,608

1,948

1,660

1,948

3,608
1,660

3,608

3,608



Roadless Area.

131585 McTleny

TAGLE B

THPACTS ON VILDERNESS CIARACTFR

WILDERNESS
CHARACTERISTICS ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 AIT 5 ALT 6
Natural ' . . . f
JIntegrity - : :
Apparent . .
Naturalness : H : . '
: * Low Low Low Low + Low Low .
:Solitude . .
H : Limited . Lim-ted Limited Limited + Limited Limited .
: opportunity opporiunity * opportunity cpportunity « opportunily opportunity
tPrinstive
Recreation H : H
Limited Limited Limited . Limited Limyrted Limited
. : aopportunity opportuntty opportunity + opportunity opportunity opportunity .
+Challenging . : . .
Experiences . .
: Little Litctle Little : Little Little Little .
. 1 ot na * 0T na ot no . ar ne . 0T no or "o
. : ocourrence oceurrence oCoUrTeEnce occurrence occurrence occurrence
.Speeial ' . :
tFeatures : -
: + No identified * Wo identaified No 1dentified . No identified ¥o identified No rdentified :
. special spaczal special specral special special
v : Eeatures unaffected unaffected unaffected unaffected unaffected
WILDFRNESS
CHARACTERISTICS ALT 1 ALT 8 AIT 9 AIT 10 AT 11 ALT 12
Natural
Integrity -
*Apparent
Naturalness : .
H . Low : Low Low Lo . Low Tow
*Solitude H . .
. Limited Limgked Limited Limited Limited Limited +
- opportunity : epportunity opportunity « oppo.tunity + opportunity apportunity
Primitive H H .
Recreation : .
: Lirmited Lrmited : Limited : Limited Limated Limyted
* : Oppeitunity + appoLiunity opportunity . Opportunity opportunity oppotrtunity .
Challenging . . y
Experiences B * H
. Little Little Little * Little Little Little
: or no oT N0 or To or o or no ar no
N 1 qccurrence gecureEenca occurrente accurrence soourrence ageurrentce
Special .
Features . . .

to wdentified
special
features

flo adentified
special
unaffected

No 1dentified
special
unaffected

No identified
specral
unaffected

to i1dentaified
special
unaffected

No identified
speeral
vnaffected
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Roadless Area

ENVIRONMENT

TABLE ¢

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AND RICLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

13505 McEleny

ALT 1

ALT 2

ALT 3

ALY 4

ALT 5

ALT §

.Potential Adverse

Effects on Soil
Productivaty

+

Very slighe

Very slight

None

Very slight

Very slight

Very slight

Potential Effects
on kater Quality

"

Slightly
adverse

8lightly
adverse

None

Slaightily
adverse

Slightly
adverse

4

Slightly
adverse

~A1r Qualicy

.

Meets class II
state
standards

.

Meets class I
state
standards

Meets class I
state
standards

Meets class II
state
standards

Meets ¢lass 1L
state
standards

Heets class II
state
standards

.Fotent:al Effects

on Plant
Communities

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Timber bharvest

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Yildlife Habitat
Capabrlaty - Etk

Insignificant Insaignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Imsignificant
change - change change change change change
Potentizl Effects .
on Fish habitat . .
Capabrlity
Slrght adverse Slight adverse Insignificant Slight adverse  Siight adverse Slight adverse
lmpact impact change impact xmpact impact
= — — =
ENVIRCHMENT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALY 10 ALT 11 ALT 12

Potential Adverse

Effects on Sorl

Productivity
Very slight None VYery slight - Hone None Very slight
Potent1al Effects
on Water Quality
Slaghtly Rone 8lightly None Hone Slaghtly
adverse adverse adverse

.

JAar Quality

Meets class II

Meets class II

Heets class IT

Meets ¢lass 1T

Meets c¢lass I1

Meets class IL

state state &tate state state state
standards standards standards standards . standards standards
Potenti1al Effects
on Plant .
Communities
Timber harvest Timber harvest  Timber barvest Timber harvest None Timber harvest

Wildlife Hab:itat
Capability = Elk

Insignificant
change

Insignificant
change

Insignificant
change

Insiguificant
change

Insignificant
change

Insigmificant
change

Potential Effects

on Fish Habitat
Capability

+4

Slight
adverse impact

Insignificant
change

Slight
adverse mpact

Insignificant
change

Insignificant
change

Siight
adverse 1impact
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ROADLESS ARFA EVALUATION

JUREANO ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13506 - 25,506 Net Acres

Description

Jureano Roadless Area is 15 air miles west of Salmon, Idahe., The
area is bounded on the east by road 061 along Moose Creek, on the
southeast by the powerline from Salmon to the Cobalt Mine, on the
west by the Panther Creek Road 055, and on the north by a developed
area in Hot Springs Creek. Access can be gained from these Forest
roads.,

The area is dissected by Trail Creek, Beaver Creek, and smaller
drainages that flow into Panther Creek, The slopes along Panther
Creek are steep (+70 percent) and rockv. Elevations range from
3,500 feet to over 8,300 feet at Jureano Lookout. Summer highs of
80 and 90 degrees are contrasted by winter lows of 40 degrees below
zero, Soils are derived from granite of the Tdzho Batholith and
quartzite bedrock. Textures range from sandy leoam te sand,
Douglas—fir and lodgepole pine cover much of the area, with open-
ings of sagebrush and grass. Much of the Panther Creek face is
rock outcrop and talus slopes. The ecosystem is western spruce-fir
and grand fir/bouglas-fir,

Recreation use estimated at 2,700 RVD's in 1982 is primarily
related to hunting.

Three intrusions totaling 290 acres were identified during the
review of the roadless area Inventory. One is a road corrider up
Beaver Creek, one resulted from a 1968 timber sale in the northeast
corner of the area near the headwaters of Beaver Creek, and one on
the south end resulted from the Cobalt Townsite powerline, Two
portions of the inventoried area are now separated from the main
roadless area. The first on the northwest corner was separated bv
the Beaver Creek Road., The second on the southern edge was separ-
ated by the Cobalt Townsite powerline., Both of these separated
parcels are less than 5000 acres in size. These areas no longer
meet roadless area criteria and will not be considered further for
wilderness.

Two timber sales are planned in the Roadless Area. Ome 1in the
center portion in 1986 for an estimated 6 million board feet and
one in the northern portion in 1988 for 4.5 million board feet.
The location of this gale has not been finalized.

The area is essentiallv natural appearing,.
Road corridors separate Jureano from three other roadless areas

(#13504, #13507, and #13501) on the west, southwest and northeast.
Developed lands border it on the north and southeast.
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The area contains limited amounts of outstanding scenery in the
Panther Creek canyon. The scenery in the remainder of the unit is
considered common for the Salmon National Forest,

Capability

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this area
with minor boundary changes to delete existing intrusions., Size is
not a factor.

Man's influence on the area's natural integrity has been very low.
The primary existing impacts are a primitive road with moderate
feasibility of correction, and a powerline corridor which will be
deleted, A portion of the area 1ls segregated from the rest of the
area by the powerline. This segregated area does not meet the
minimum size standards stated in the Wilderness Act.

This area would be apparently natural to most visiters.

Due to large size, good topographilc screening, and moderate vegeta-
tive screening, the area offers a high opportunity for solitude,

In addition, the lack of developed recreation facilities results in
a high opportunity for primitive recreation experiences,

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious
hazards are few.

Availability

Resource Potentials and Use

Current recreation use is related almost entirely to hunting, Due
to the lack of attractions in the area, types and amounts of use
are not expected to change significantly,

The extremely rough, rocky nature of the area's lower two-thirds
provide ideal bighorn sheep habitat. Elevational differences make
it possible for sheep to summer and wintexr. Mule deer and elk
summer throughout, and winter primarily on the Panther Creek face.
Habitat potential could be increased for these two species in the
Jureano Mountain area through timber management, but the existing
{natural) cover/forage ratio in the remainder is at or below
optimum. Mountain lion are particularly abundant, and bobcats are
commenly encountered.

These are only minor amounts of fish habitat, primarilv in Beaver
Creek and to a lesser degree Trall Creek., Habitat conditions would
be rated as fair and population densities would be low. Fishing
use Is very light and quality would be fair.
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.Located in several small drainages which are tributary to Panther
Creek, the area receives from 20 to 35 inches of precipitation a
year. Generally, water quality is good, but some mining activities
have caused damaged stream channel and watershed conditions in a
few locations.

Portions of the Williams Basin-Napias Creek Cattle and Horse Allot-
ment are within the roadless area; however, very little suitable
range and only a small number of grazing AUM's actually occur
within the roadless area portion of the allotment. Few, if any,
structural improvements are located in the roadless area.

An estimated 101.6 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield
of 0.8 million board feet per year.

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated moderate in
the RARE II evaluatiom., Subsequent data changes the hardrock
mineral potential to high. Past mineral production includes
silver, and lode and placer gold. There are several patented
mining claims within the area, and non-patented mining claim owners
continue assessment work, Some non-patented mining claim cwners
are expanding their claim activity. Hardrock mineral potemntial
includes gold, silver, copper, cobalt, and molybdenum., There is an
existing geothermal lease in the extreme northwestern portion of
the area., Geothermal potential is high just north of the unit, but
low to non-exigtent within the unit, There is no known potential
for other currently leasazble minerals, and there are no currently
active mining operations.

Prehistoric cultural resource potential is considered moderate in
the Panther Creek canyon and low throughout the remainder of the
area. Several historic structures are known to exist, but their
significance has not been determined.

This area includes three System trails tetaling 12.5 miles, two
System roads of three miles, and 1.9 miles of 69KV powerline within

the intrusion,

The area was previously used, but is not now used, for Qutfitter
and Guide purposes.

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is moderate,

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing
hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic in the northeast
portion., Western spruce budworm is periodically killing some of
the understory Douglas—fir, especially on the drier sites. Occa-
sionally, the tops of the larger trees are being killed, The
Douglas- fir beetle periodically kills small groups of the older,
larger trees. Dwarf mistletoe 1s causing serious deterioration in
a few Douglas-fir stands along Trail Creek.
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The area includes a patented homestead and a patented mining claim,
both tracts totaling 53.9 acres.

Need

Jureanc Roadless Area lies within two miles of the Frank Church-
~River of No Return Vilderness. This portion of the wildermess

receives light to moderate use, primarilv as access to the high

lakes and for hunting.

The Roadless Area is located approximately 70 read miles from
Salmen, Idaho; 210 miles from Idahe Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles
from Missoula, Montana.

The area does not contain any ecosvstems determined from RARE II to
be in need of representation in the wilderness system,

During RARE T this area was inventoried as the Jureano Peak Road-
less Area #281., The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage this
area for non~wilderness resource development. Public opinion
received on the area during RARE I, wilderness/non~wilderness, was
against further study for wilderness. The area was mnot considered
highly controversial during RARE I.

The Jureano Peak Roadless Area #281 was inventoried and evaluated
in RARE IT as the Jureano Roadlegs Area #04-506, The decision in
the RARE TT FFIS was to manage the land for non-wilderness resource
development. Public, opinion was for non-wilderness resource
development. The wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not highly
controversial,

During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wilderness
Act egtablishing the River of No Return Wilderness ij (Public Law
96— 312 July 23, 1980), the House/Senate Joint Committee in
congideration of S. 2009 did express an opinion on page PS5-9 of
their Conference Report that the area will "remain subject to
sustained yield multiple use management under the statutes and
regulations generally applicable to all non-wilderness Natiomal
Forest system lands."

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act"™ hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August,
1983, Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent
letter with four proposals i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild-
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure
received additional input from envirommental groups and the
Governor of Idaho., The environmmental groups and Governor Evans
have not included these areas in their propesals. The Idaho Fish
and Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both
wilderness and roadless management areas over the state. They did
not include this area in their proposal.

The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank Church-—--River
of No Return Wildermess' through P.L. 98~231, March 14, 1984, to
honor Tdaho Senator Frank Church who was instrumental in passing

tgelgggtral Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the Wilderness Act
0 -
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During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness, Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area, The Tdaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association,
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Counecil, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for Jureano
Roadless Area.

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act
(IF¥MA) in the Senate, The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State.

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness,

The Jureanc Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendations.
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan-
ning review of roadless lands,

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12)

This area Is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative,

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision.

Mineral potentlal is high. Timing of possible mineral development
is not known but if development should occur the area disturbed by
mining and access construction would be precluded from further
wilderness consideration.
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Effects of Wilderness/Non-wilderness Management Prescriptions

Roadless Area: 13506 Jureano

TABLE &

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE

(Acres)

Forest Plan Alternative

Management
Prescription 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 {preferred)
7A Proposed
Wilderness 22,700 25,5006
Non-wilderness*
LA 6,577 4,801 7,450 4,602 8,536 6,439 6,325
4B-1 655 631
SA 17,579 1,938 76
5B 4,970 18,823 18,957 15,707 2,607 14,195
5C 6,683 6,549 7,927 3,259 123 4,986
5E 13,959 20,050 14,853 16,339 19,067
3,203

* Refer to Alternative map for prescription deseription.



Roadless Area 13506 Jureano

TABTE B

ILPACTS ON WILDFRMESS CHARACTER

WILDFRNESS
CHARACTERTISTICS AIT 1 ALT 2 AIT 3 ALT & ALT 5 ALT 6
Matural ' -
JIntegrity — H
Apparent . . :
Baturalness . H
+ Low Low Low Lot Low Low
Solitude
Fo Ho : No No No No
opportunity : opportunmity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity
“Primitive .
Recreation H .
: * No Ho Ho o No Yo H
opportunity * opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity
Challenging .
Experiences . . H
* Little Little © lattle Little Little Little -
or no or no T or no or no or no or no
cccurrence cecurrence occurrence oeturrence occurrence occurrence H
Special
Features .
. Scenery Scenery Scenery Scenery Scenery Scenery :
affected affected affected affected affected affected .
by roading by roading by roading by roading . by roading by roading -
WILDFRNESS
CHARACTERISTICS ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Hatural
Integrity -~
Apparent *
Naturalness .
Low Low Low High High Low
.Solitude
. Ho Ro . Ro Good . Good Ha
opportunity apportunity opportunity opportunity ohportunity opportunity
Primitive . 4
Recreation
Mo Ho No Good * Good Yo
opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity pppourtunity
Challenging
Experiences .
* Little Little Little Vinter sports Winter sports Little
. . Or no or no . Or no and cross- and cross- or no
occurrence geccurrence occurrence country travel country travel occurrence
Special
Features
Scenery Scenery Scenery Scenery Lim:ted Scenery
affected affocted affected affected outstanding affected
by roading by roading by roadsng by roading scenery by roading
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Roadless Area

TABLE C

ENVIRONMELTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERKESS/NON-WILDERKLFSS DESIGIATIONS ON
THE PHYSTICAL AND BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

13506 Jureano

]
+

ENVIRONHENT ALT 1) ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT & ALT 5 ALT 4
Potential Adverse . .
Effects on So1l . .
Productivity

Very slight Slight Very slight Slight Slight Very slight

*Potential Effects
on kater Quality :

Slightly Mederately Slightly Moderately Poderately Slightly .
adverse adverse « adverse adverse adverse * adverse

Air Quality

.

» .

Heets class II
state
standards

Heets class II.
state
standards .

Meets tlass 1L
state
standards

Heets class II
state
standards

Meets class II
state
standards

.

Meets class II
state .
standards

*Potencial Effects
*on Plant
Communities .

Timber harvest Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Timber hzrvest

Timber harvest

Ticber hacvest

Wildlife Habitact
Capabiiity - Elk -

s

Moderate Slignt adverse  Moderate Slight adverse  Slight adverse VFoderate
M Improvement impact i lmprovement mpact mpact lmprovement
.Potentiail Effects .
on Fish Habitat H - b
Capabirlity .
Instgnifycant Inmsignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignifacant
change change change change change change .
EHVIROMMEMT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT @ ALT 10 ALlT 13 ALT 12
Potenrial Adverse
Effects on Sorl
Produccivity -
Very slight Very slight Very slight None None Very slight
Potencial Effects
.on Water Quality
Slightly Slightly Slighely None Kone Slightly .
adverse - adverse adverse adverse
Alr Quality B .
* Meets class IT Meets class IT  Meets class IT  Meets class IT “eets class IT  Yeets class II
state state state state scate state
standards standards standards standards standards standards .
Potential Effects :
on Plant H
Communities
Timber harve:. Timber harvest Timber harvest None Rone Timber harvest
.
Wildiife Habitat
Capabilicy = Elk
Moderate Moderate, HModerate Insignificant Insigmificanc Moderate
mprovement improvement wmprovement change change 1mprovement
Potential Effects
on Fish Habaitat .
Capability .
Insignificant  Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insrgnificant Inaign:ficant
change change change change . change . change
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ROADLESS ARFA EVALUATION

HAYSTACK MTN, ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13507 -~ 12,118 Net Acres

Desgcription

The Havstack Mountain Roadless Area is 10 air miles west of Salmon,
Idaho, is bounded entirely by the Moose Creek Road (061), the
Leesburg Road (242), and the Arnett Creek Road (06N), all of which
provide access to the area,

The area forms a part of the Leesburg Basin and is dissected by
tributaries of Arnett Creek and the headwaters of Napias Creek.
Slopes vary from 30 to 60 percent. The high point is at 8,700
feet, the low js at 6,500 feet. Summer highs of 80 to 90 degrees
are contrasted by winter lows of 40 below zero, Soils are formed
from granite, quartzite, and volcanic bedrock, and have textures
from loamy clay to sand. Lodgepole pine and Douglas—fir cover much
of the area. Wet, grassv meadows occur along some of the drain-
ages. The ecosvstem is grand fir/Douglas-fir,

Recreation use estimated at 1,100 RVD's in 1982 is primarily
related to hunting.

One mining related intrusion was identified along the southwest
boundary during public and management review. This area does not
meet roadless area criteria and has been removed from the
inventory. Three timber sales are planned in the area, One
cutting unit of 2,2 willion board feet timber sale proposed

for 1984 would fall within the northern edge. Approximately 1
million board feet of a proposed 1984 timber sale of 13.7 million
board feet would fall within the southern boundary. In addition,
a 1.5 million board feet timber sale is proposed in the center
portion for 1987. This latter sale is not shown on the map because
definite information about its location is not known at this time.

The Roadless Area 1s natural appearing, but contains no special
attractions or features,

Road corridors separate Havstack Mountain Roadless Area from four
other roadless areas (#13506, #13501, #13515, and #13508) on the
west, north, and east. It is bordered by developed lands on the
south.

Capability

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this
roadless area, Size is not a factor,

Man's influence on the area's natural integritv has heen virtually
none, and visitors would find it to be apparently natural,

Although this area is not large and the relativelv gentle topo-
graphy does not provide good screening, there is dense vepgetative
screening to help provide a high opportunity for solitude. A lack
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of diversity, as well as the above factors, contribute to only a
noderate opportunitv for primitive recreation experience.

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious
hazards are rare,

Availability

Resource Potentials and Use

Current recreation use is related almost entirely to hunting. Due
to the lack of attractions in the area, types and amounts of use
are not expected to significantly change.

This relatively small area is predominantly covered by dense lodge-
pole and mizxed conifer timber., TForage for mule deer and elk is
limited, and the habitat potential for these species could be
improved throupgh timber management activities. Pine marten are
abundant in this area, and snowshoe hares are commonly observed.

Many of the streams have been influenced by past placer mining
activity., A small amount of fish habitat might be present in the
lower reaches of Camp and Rapps Creeks. It is not 1likely that any
appreciable awount of fishing occurs within this area,

The Roadless Area is located in the headwaters of several small
drainages in the Napias Creek watershed. Watershed conditions are
generally good, but the lower portions of the watersheds have had
historic mining activities which caused some damage to stream
channels, Water vield from moderate precipitation levels of up to
35 inches a yvear results in generally pood to excellent water
quality,.

The majority of the roadless area is within the Williams Basin-
Napias Creek Cattle and Horse Allotment. However, due to limited
suitable range, actual grazing use is iInsignificant. There are no
structural improvements within the roadless area.

An estimated 42,8 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield
of .4 million board feet.

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was originally rated
low in the RARE 11 evaluation, Re-evaluation of then avallable
data changes the rating to high. Past mineral production includes
substantial amounts of gold., There are numerous patented mining
claims within the unit, and owners of non-patented mining claim are
continuing to do assessment work., Some claim owners are expanding
their claim activity. There are four past producing mines within
the area, but there are currently no active mining operations,
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Potential resources include lode and placer gold., There is no
known potential for currently leasable minerals,

Prehaistoric and historiec cultural resource potential is unknown,
The area includes 0.5 mile of non-System trail and 1.5 miles of
non-System road within the intrusion. Havstack Mountain Roadless

Area is not used for Qutfitter/Guide purposes.

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is moderate.

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing
hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic. However, many
lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over
stocking,

The area includes three tracts of private land totaling 132 acres.
Need

The Haystack Mountain Roadless Area lies approximatelv six miles
from the Frank Church--River of Mo Return Wilderness, The nearest
portion of the wilderness receives light to moderate use, primarily
as access to the high lakes and for hunting,

The Roadless Area is located approximately 40 road miles from
Salmon, Idaho: 180 miles from Tdaho Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles
from Missoula, Montana.

The area does not contain any ecosystems determined from RARE II to
be in need of representation in the wilderness system,

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Haystack Mountain
Roadless Area #313. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage
the area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion
received during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was against
further studv for wilderness. The area was not considered highly
controversial during RARE I.

The Haystack Mountain Roadless Area #313 was inventoried and eval-
uated in the Leesburg Unit Land Management Plan (LMP)., The deci-
sion in the LMP was to manage this area for non-wilderness resource
development. Public opinion was for non-wilderness resource
development. The wilderness/non~wilderness issue was not highly
controversial in the LMP process.

The Haystack Mountain Roadless Area #313 was also inventoried and
evaluated in RARE IT as the Haystack Mountain Roadless Area
#04-507. The decision in the RARE TI FEIS was to manage the land
for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion was for
non~wilderness resource development, The wilderness/non-wilderness
issue was not highly controversial.
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During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wilderness
Act establishing the River of No Return Wilderness 1/ (Public Law
96-312 - July 23, 1980), the House/Senate Joint Committee in con-
sideration of 5,2009 did express an opinion on page PS5-9 of their
Conference Report that the area will "remain subject to sustained -
yield multiple use management under the statutes and regulations
generally applicable to all non-wilderness National Forest system
lands,"

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Manapement Act" hearings in
GCoeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Tdaho Falls during August 1983,
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild-~
life Federation proposal. TFollowing the hearings, Senator McClure
received additional input from environmental groups and the
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder-
ness and roadless management areas over the State, Thev did not
include this area in their proposal.

During the Forest Planning review of Inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness, Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area., The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association,
Qutdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timher all recommended no wilderness for Haystack
Mountain Roadlegs Area,

Senator McClure has Introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State.

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness.

The Havstack Mountain Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA
nor has it been included in any of the additional or modified
recommendations. The area was not considered controversial during
the Forest Planning review of rcoadless lands.

The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank Church~-River
of No Return Wildermess" through P.L. 98~23]1, March 14, 1984, to
honor Tdaho Senator Frank Church whe was instrumental in passing
the Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the Wilderness Act of
1964,
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Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative.

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision,

Mineral potential is high. Timing of possible mineral development
is not known but if development should occur the area disturbed by
mining and access construction would be precluded from further
wilderness consideration,
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Effects of Wilderness/Non-wilderness Management Prescriptions

TABLE A
MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE
(Acres)
Roadless Area: 13507 Haystack Mountain Forest Plan Alternative
Management
Preseription 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 (preferred)
74 Proposed
Wilderness 12,118 12,118

Non-wilderness*

4B-1 1,091 953 1,124

5A 78 67

5B 12,118 11,707 11,440 44 11,854 12,118

5C 411 678 11,996 197

SE 11,027 6,120 11,165 10,994

SF 5,998

* Refer to Alternative map for prescription deseription.



Roadless Area

IMBACTS ON

13507 Haystack Mountain

TABLE B

WILDER! E8S CHARACTILR

Ko 1dentified
special
features

No 1dentified
special
features

Yo 1dent:ified
special
features

No identified
special
features

No 1dentified
special
features

¥o identified
special
features

C-189

WILDERNESS

CRARACTFRISTICS AIT 1 AIT 2 ALT 3 ALT & ALY 5 ALT 6
:Hatural

tIntegraty =

Apparent H *

:Naturazlness H

- Low * Low Low Tow Tow Law -
tSolitude .

H : No Ho tlo . He Ho lo

H * opportunity * opportunity opportunity cpportunity appartunity gpporiunity
iPramitave . . .

*Recreation ¢

: Yo : Mo : No * Ho No No

: * opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity *
*Challengting .

iFxperiences . . - . .

. laictle Little 1 Little Little Little Little

H . 0 no or no : or no oT no or no or no

. occurrence occurrence * pcecurrence oecurrence * pocurrence occurrence
*Special : .
Features : .

. o ident:ified + No identified lo 1dentified No :dentifaed No :dentified No identified

: specral special special - special special special

H ~ features ~ features fratures features features . features
WILDFRKESS

CHARACTERISTICS ALT 7 AIT 8 ALT & ALT 10 AIT 1! ATT 12
Hatural - -

Integrity —

Apparent

Naturalness :

. Low Lovw Low high High Low

tSolitude s

H ho No . o + Good Good + Ko

: opportunity opportunity . oppartunity « opportunity opportunity * ppportumnity
Primitive

.Recreation . . .

. t No o Yo Same Some No

opportunity opportunity opportunity * opportunity opportunilty opportunity

Challenging

Experiences -

Little * Little Litrle Little Little * lattle

* + Or no Qr no or no or no or no or no

. . occurrence otcurrence occurrence occurrence occurrence cecurrence
Speeial ’ - R
Features .



TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON

Roadless Ares 13507 Haystack Mountazin

THE PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

ENVIRONMENT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT & ALT 5 ALT B
Potential Adverse -
Effects on So1l .
Productivity
Slight Slight Very slight 8light S51laght Slight
‘Potential Effects .
on Water Quality
Mederstely Moderately Slightly Moderately Hoderately hoderately
adverse adverse adverse adverse adverse adverse
Air Qual:ity d
Heets class I Meets class IT  Meets class IT  heets class IT  Meets class XTI Meets class II
state * state state state state state
. » standards standards standards standards standards standards
Potential Effects d
on Plant ’
Communaties 3
Wildlife Habitat
Capability - Elk .
SIight adverse Slight adverse  KHoderate Slaght adverse Slight adverse Slight adverse
* ampact impact 1mpraovement impact 1mpack wmpact
Patential Effects.
on Fish Habitat
Capabilaty
Inszgnificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Instgnificant
change change change change change change
ENVIRONMENT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 8 AIT 10 AIT 1] AlD 12
Potentizl Adverse
Effects on So1l
Productivaty ¢
Slight Very slight Very slight Hone Homne Slight
Potential Effects . .
on Water Qualaty
. Moderately Slightly Siaghtly Hone Hone Naderately
adverse adverse adverse adverse

Air Quality

Meets class IIt Meets class IT  Meets class IT  Meets class TX Meets class EI  HMeets class IT
state . state state state state state
standards standards standards standards standards standards
Potent1al Effects . \
on Plant H
Communities
Timber bharvest Timber harvest Timber harvest Nome Hone Timber harvest
Wildlife Habaitat
Capabilsity - Elk :
Slight adverse HModerate, Maderate Insignificant Insignifrcant Slight adverse:
1mpact improvement improvement change change 1mpact
Potenti1al Effects
on Fish Habitat .
Capability
Insignificant TImsignificant Insigntficant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant
change change change change change change
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

PHELAN ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13508 -~ 12,465 Net Acres

Description

Phelan Roadless Area is eight air miles west of Salmon, Idaho, It
is bounded on the east by Forest road 020, on the north by the old
Leesburg road, on the west by logging roads and timber harvest
activities, and on the south by Forest road 021 along Moeccasin
Creek. Access to the area can be gained from the Forest roads.

The area is in the Leesburg Basin and is dissected by Sharkey
Creek, Rabbit Creek, Pony Creek, and Phelan Creek. Slopes are
relatively gentle, between 15 and 50 percent. Elevations range
from 6,500 feet to over 8,800 feet at Phelan Mountain. Summer
highs of 80 to 90 degrees are contrasted by winter lows of 40
degrees below zero. Soils are formed from quartzite and voleanic
bedrock. ZLodgepole pine and Douglas-fir cover most of the area,
although some grassy meadows occur throughout. The ecosystem is
wvestern spruce-fir.

One intrusion was identified in the area during the inventory
process, This resulted from a 1969 timber sale which was in
operation during the RARE T inventory. There are 328 acres har-
vested. The harvested area no longer meets roadless area criteria
and will not be congsidered further for wilderness,

Three other sales are planned in the area under current action
plans. The major portion of a proposed 1984 timber sale of 13.7
million board feet is located in the western half., Two cutting
units of a proposed 1985 timber sale of 2.5 million board feat are
located within the southeastern boundary, and approximately
one-third of a proposed 1986 timber sale of 2.5 million board feet
lies within the northern portion,

Recreation use estimated at 5,400 RVD's in 1982 includes hunting,
firewood gathering, snowmobiling, and cross country skiing.

The area is essentiallv natural appearing.

It is separated by road corridors from five other roadless areas
(#13515, #13510Q, #13511, #13509, and #13507) on the north, east,
and south, and is bordered by developed lands on the west, This
area contains no special attractions eor features,

Capability

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this area
without size being a factor if planned intrusions on the area do
not take place,
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Man's influence on the natural integrity of this area has been very
low, with the existing affected area a result of timber harvesting.
The affected portion could be deleted by a boundary change.

Most visitors would find this unit apparently natural,

Although this area has relatively gentle topography and is not
large in size, its very dense screening contributes to a high
opportunity for sclitude. Lack of diversity and the above factors

result in a low opportunity for primitive recreation experiences.

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious
hazards are rare.

Availability

Resource Potentials and Use

Hunting use is not expected to change significantly., Wilderness

classification would prohibit motorized recreational uses such as
snowmobiles,

Mule deer and elk occur throughout, but limited forage keeps their
numbers helow potential, 7Phelan Ridge serves as a rutting area for
elk, The entire area providegs dense lodgepole-mixed conifer timber
needed for security cover during hunting seasons,

Many of the streams within this area have been influerced by past
placer mining. Only a very minor amount of fish habitat 1s present
within this area, which provides no appreciable amount of fishing.

The area lies in several tributaries of Napias Creek and receives
moderate precipitation of wp to 30 inches a year. Watershed condi-
tions are generally excellent, as is water quality, Towards the
south end of the area, roads in volcanic soils have resulted in
some unstable watershed conditions. To the north, small mining and
exploration activities have caused soil disturbance in the past,
but have stabilized,

The entire roadless area contributes 150 grazing AUM's annually to
the Williams Basin-Napias Creek Cattle and Horse Allotment., Condi-
tion of the suitable range is mostly good. There are no structural
improvements.

An estimated 47 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated anmual potential vield of
0.67 million board feet,

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was originally rated as

unknown in the RARE II evaluation, and no new data modifiles the
original rating. Placer gold has been produced from the area in
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the past, but there currently are no active mining operations.
Mining claim owners do continue their assessment work, There is no
known potentfal for currently leasable minerals,

The potential for prehistoric and historic cultural resources is
unknown,

No roads or trails exist within the area, and no authorized Special
Use Permits have been issued,

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is very light,

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing
hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic, However, many
lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over
stocking.

There is no private land within the area.
Need

This Phelan Roadless Area lies approximately 10 miles from the
Frank Church~-River of No Return Wilderness. The nearest portion
of the wilderness receives light to moderate use, primarily as
access to high lakes and for hunting.

The Roadless Area is located approximately 40 road miles from
Salmon, Idaho; 180 miles from Idaho Falls, Tdaho: and 170 miles
from Missoula, Montana,

The area does not contain any ecosystems determined from RARE II to
be in need of represention in the yilderness svstem,

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Phelan Mountain
Roadless Area #280. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage
this area for non-wilderness resource development, Public opinion
received on the area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was
against further study for wilderness, The area was not considered
highlv controversial during RARE I.

The area was further evaluated in the Leesburg Unit Land Management
Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP was to manage this area for
non-wilderness resource development, Public opinion was for non-
wilderness resource development. The wilderness/non-wilderness
issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process.

The Phelan Roadless Area #280 was also inventoried and evaluated in
RARE 11 as the Phelan Roadless Area #04-508. The decision in the
RARE II FEIS was to manage these lands for non-wilderness resource
development. Public opinion was for non-wilderness resource
development. The wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not highly
controversial.
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During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wilderness
Act establishing the River of No Return Wilderness 1/ (Public Law
06-312 -~ July 23, 1980), the House/Senate Joint Committee in con-
sideration of 5.2009 did express an opinion on page P3~9 of their
Conference Report that the area will "remain subject to sustained -
yield multiple use management under the statutes and regulations
generally applicable to all non-wilderness National Forest system
lands."

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983,
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE 1T, Forest
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild-
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure
received additional input from envirommental groups and the
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Fvans
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder-
ness and roadless management areas over the State, Thev did not
include this area in their proposal.

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area, The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Associatiom,
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the Phelan
Roadless Area,

Senator McClure has introduced the Idahe Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate, The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Tdaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State.

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness,

The Phelan Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it
been included in anv of the additional or modified recommendations.
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan-
ning review of roadlesgss lands,

The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank Church--River
of No Return Wilderness"™ through P.L, 98-231, March 14, 1984, to
honor Idaho Senator Frank Church who was instrumental in passing
the Central Idaho Wilderness Aect of 1980 and the Wilderness Act

of 1964,
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Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred altermative,

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision,

Mineral potential is unknown. Timing of possible mineral
development is not known but if development should occur the area
disturbed by mining and access construction would be precluded from
further wilderness consideration.
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L6T-D

Effects of Wilderpess/MNon-wilderness Management Prescriptions

Roadless Area: 13508 Phelan

TABLE &

MANAGEWMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE
(Acres)

Forest Plan Alternative

Management
Prescription 1 z 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 (preferred}
7A Proposed
Wilderness 8,850 12,465
Non-wilderness¥®
4B-1 365 1,109 416 1,380 1,557
4B=3 154
54 314
SB 12,100 12,465 12,465 12,465 2,057 12,151 3,615 12,465
SE 11,356 2,072 11,085 10,908
SF 7,766

* Refer to Alternative map for prescription description.



Roadless Area

13508 Phelan

TARLE B

IMPACTS ON WILDERNESS CHARACTER

WILDERNESS
CHARACTERISTICS ALT 1 AIT 2 ALT 3 ALT &4 AIT 3 ALT 6
Natural
JIntegrity - B . . .
Apparent
Naturalness
H Low . Low Low Low Low Low
Solitude .
. * Ko * Mo No Ko No Ho
. opportunity . opportumaty : opportunity . opportumnity - opportunity opportunity
Frimitive . H .
Recreation . : H .
H No No t No Ha No No
opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity
Challenging :
Exper:iences
. . Little + Lattle . Little Little Little Little
. oT 1O or no or no or no oF no or no
otcurrence occurrenceg gceourrence adcurrence atcurrente occurrefce
*Special
Features H .
. t No identified Mo 2dentified Ho 1dentified No identified -+ No identified ¥y 1dentifared
H special special * specral special speclal special
features features features features * Features features
WILDERKESS
CHARACTERISTICS AT 7 ALT 8 AT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Natupal '
Iategrity - . "
Apparent . - .
Haturaloess * N
Low Low Low High High Low H
Solitude
- o Ho Ho Good Good Yo
- apportunmity . opportunity opportunmty « pppertunaty opportunity - epportumity
Primrtive
Recreation
o te Ho Lim:ted Limited No
. opportun:ty . OPpOrLunity . opportunity DppoOTrtunILy . Opportunmaty opportunity .
Challenging .
Experiences
Little Little Little « Little Little Little
H or na Qr fo oTr no oT no 2T na or no
. oCcourrence pecurrence otccurrence ogccurrence ogeurrence ogeourrence
*Special
Features

.

Ho ident:fied
special
features

Yo :dentafaied
speeial
featuies

Ho identified
special
features

Ho 1dentified
specaal
features

No identified
special
features

Ho :dentified .
special
features
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TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THF PHYSICAL AND BIQLOGICAL LRVIRONMENT

Roadless Area 13508 Phelan

ENVIRONMENT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT & ALT 5 ALT B
Potentral Adverse
Effects on Sotrl . .
Productivity
. Very slight Slight Very slight Slight Slight Very slight

- v - v

Potential Effects
on Water Quality

e

Slaghtly Hoderately * Slightly Hoderately Moderately Stightly
adverse adverse adverse adverse adverse adverse

*Arr Quality

Meets class II Meets class II  Meets class IT  MHeets class IT  Meets class IT  Heets class II
state state * gtate state state state
standards standards standards standards standards standards

.
B

se en e
.

.Potent1al Effects
on Flant - “ . .
Communities

Timber harvest Timber harvest Timber harvest Timber harvest Taimber harvest * Taimber harvest

Wildlife Habatat -
Capability - Elk - ‘

Insignificant  Slight adverse HModerate Slight adverse Slight adverse Moderate
¢ change mpact mprovement 1mpact impact 1mprovement
Potential Effects
-on Fish Habatat - . - . "
Capabrlity
Insrgneficant TInsignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant
. * thange * change * change change change change .
ENVIRONHENT ALT ALT 3 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALl 12
Potential Adverse
Effects on So1l
“Productivity -
: Slight Very slight Very slight Nene : None Slight
Potential Effects !
on Water Quality
. Moderately Slightly S5lightly None None Hoderately
» adverse adverse . adverse adverse

Arr Quality -
Meets class II Meets class 11  Meets class II  Meets class I Meets class II - Meets class II
M state state state state state state
standards standards standards standards standards standards
Potentral Effects
on Plant .
Communitles
* Timber harvest Timber harvest Timber harvest  None None Timber harvest
Wildlife Habitat
Capabilaty - Elk
Slight adverse Moderate, Moderate Insignificant Insignificant Slaght adverse
1mpact improvement 1mprovement change change impact
Potenti1a] Effects
on Fish Habaitat
Capabilicy
Insignificant Imsignificant Imsigmificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant
change change change change change change
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

DEEP CREEF. ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13509 - 5,265 Net Acres

Degeription

Deep Creek Roadless area is 10 air miles southwest of Salmon,
Idaho. It is bounded on the south by a timber sale and associated
roads, on the west by FTorest roads 099, 100, on the northwest by
Forest road 055 along Panther Creek, and on the north by Forest
road 101 and timber harvest activities., Access to this area can be
gained from the Forest roads.

Deep Creek and Little Deep Creek dissect the roadless area, which
has slopes ranging from relatively gentle (15 to 30 percent) at the
higher elevations, to steep (60 to 70 percent) along Panther Creek
and Deep Creek., Elevations range from 5000 feet to 8000 feet.
Summer highs of 80 to 90 degrees are contrasted bv winter lows

of 40 below zero., Annual precipitation between 15 and 30 inches
occurs mostly as snow. Soils are formed from quartzite bedrock and
have loamy sand to sandy loam textures. Lodgepole pine and
Douglas—-fir cover most of the area, with sagebrush and grass
meadows occurring throughout the area. Western spruce-fir, grand
fir/Douglas-fir are the ecosvstem types represented in the Deep
Creek Roadless Area,

Recreation use was estimated at 3,600 RVD's in 1982 and includes
hunting and firewood gathering.

One timber sale intrusion has occurred in the middle portion of the
area, This sale extends across the entire width of the roadless
area and splits into two separate areas; #13500 Deep Creek and
#13509A South Deep Creek. The South Deep Creek area will be
addressed in a separate write-up.

The above timber sale covers 10,913 acres and resulted from a 1980
sale for 9.9 million board feet and two sales in 19827 totaling 2.3
million board feet, The area impacted by these timber sale activ-
ities no longer meets roadless area criteria and will not be
considered further for wilderness,

In addition, a 1.5 million board feet sale is planned in the
northeastern portion in 1988, but the actual location has not been
firmed up vet,

Most of the area is essentially natural appearing, with the excep-
tion of road construction activities. However, there is a timber
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sale under contract that will significantly alter the natural
appearance of almost half the area.

Road corridors separate Deep Creek from three other roadless areas
(#12504, #13508, and #13902) on the northwest, northeast, and
gouthwest. It is bordered by developed lands on the west, north,
east, and southeast.

There are no speeclal attractions or features in this area,
Capability

Recent roading into the center of this area has made development of
logical and manageable boundaries difficult.

The boundary could not be expanded in any direction due to existing
roads, and deleting impacted areas would leave an area for which
logical boundaries would be impossible,

Past and current activities have a high influence on the area's
natural integrity. The duration of impact will exceed 10 years and
there is little feasibility of correction.

Natural appearance will be significantly altered when the timber
sale cutting units under contract are harvested, The impacts will
be readily apparent to all visitors,

This area has dense vegetative screening, but because of the small

size, small distance from core to perimeter, and gentle topography

the opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation experiences
are only low to moderate.

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious
hazards are rare.

Availlability

Resource Potentlals and Use

Hunting use is not expected to change significantly {n the future,

Big game summer habitat potential is high, but exlsting low numbers
of mule deer and elk reflect an unbalanced cover/forage ratio.
Current timber managewent activities will create much needed forage
and should increase habitat potential for deer and elk, Security
cover has been the most Important attribute of this area for big
game., Deep Creek Roadless Area is also characterized by old growth
Douglas-fir stands along the ridge tops, and thus provides excel-
lent habitat for pileated woodpecker and other specles. Pine
marten are abundant along drainages. The upper elevations of this
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Douglas—~fir beetle periodically kills small groups of the older,
larger Douglas-fir,

There are 52 acres of private land at the Blackpine Mine,

Need

Deep Creek Roadless Area lies approximately 40 road miles from the
Frank Church—-River of No Return Wilderness. Use of this
wilderness ranges from low to high, depending on the particular
location,

The Roadless Area is located approximately 15 road miles from
Salmon, Idaho; 155 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 1435 miles
from Missoula, Montana,

The area does not contain any ecosystems determined from RARE II to
be in need of representation in the wilderness system.

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Deep Creek Roadless
Area #279. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage this area
for non-wilderness resource development., Public opinion received
on the area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was against
further study for wilderness. The area was not considered highly
controversial during RARE T.

The area was further evaluated in the Leesburg Unit Land Management
Plan (IMP), 'The decision in the LMP was to manage this area for
non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion was for non-
wilderness resource development. The wilderness/non-wilderness
issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process.

The Deep Creek Roadless Area #279 was also inventoried and evalu-
ated in RARE II as the Deep Creek Roadless Area #04-509, The
decision in the RARE 11 FFIS was to manage these lands for
non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion was for
non-wilderness resource development for the area. The wilder-
ness /non-wilderness issue was not highly controversial.

During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wilderness
Act establishing the River-of-No-Return Wilderness 1/ (Public Law
96- 312 July 23, 1980), the House/Senate Joint Committee in
consideration of S, 2009 did express an opinion on page PS5-9 of
their Conference Report that the area will "remain subject to sus-
tained-yield multiple use management under the statutes and regula-
tions generally applicable to all non-wilderness National Forest
System lands."

The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank--Church River
of No Return Wilderness" through P.L. 98-231, March 14, 1984, to
honor Idaho Senator Frank Church whe was instrumental in passing
the Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the Wilderness Act

of 1984,
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Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act” hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August,
1983, Prior to these meeting the Senator gent out a constituent
letter with four proposals i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild-
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure
received additional input from environmental groups and the
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governmor Evans had
not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and Game
Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilderness and
roadless management areas over the state. They did not include
this area in their proposal.

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association,
Qutdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for Deep Creek.

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate, The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the JTdaho Congressiocnal Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State.

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of wmore roadless lands as wilderness.

The Deep Creek Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has
it been included in any of the additional or modified recommenda-
tions. The area was not considered controversial during the Forest
Planning review of roadless lands.

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative,

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revison. Mineral
potential is high. Timing of possible mineral development is not
known but if development should occur the area disturbed by mining
and access construction would be precluded from further wilderness
consideration,
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c02-2

Effects of Wilderness/Non-wilderness Management Prescriptions

Roadless Area:

TABLE A

MAWAGEMERT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE

13509 Deep Creek

(Acres)

Forest Plan Alternative

Management
Prescription

10

12 (preferred}

74 Proposed
Wilderness

Ron-wi1lderness*

* Refer to Alternative map for

’

867 867
1,451

4,398 5,265

2,938

preseription description.

682 575

4,690
4,583

5,265 5,265

712
590

3,963

569
676

4,020

5,265

5,265

773
4,492



Roadless Atrea

13509 Deep Creek

TADLE B

IMPACTS Ol WILDERNESS CHARACTER

WILDERNESS
CHARACTERISTICS ALT ) ATT 2 AIT 3 AIT &4 ALT 5 ALT 6
Natuzal
Inkegrity - : . .
*Apparent - ‘ -
Haturalness H H
H . Low » Low Low Low : Low Low
*Solitude H
: He No Yo Ho Ho No :
H opportynity opportunity opportunaty QppoTiunity * cpportunity apportunity
:Primitive - . H . .
:Rec¢reation -
. Ne Yo HNe o Ho Yo
H . Opportunity . Opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity * opportunity -
Challenging
Experiences H
H : Lattle Little i Lattle Little Little Little
+ or no or no t or no * or no or no . or no
occurrendce gccurrence 5 oCcurrence gccurrence ogcurrence * oeccurrence
.Speciral .
“Features -
. Ho i1dentified HNo identified Ho identified Mo 1dentified No i1dentrfied : No adent:fied
. special . special specral . special special . specaal .
. features . features features features . features + features
WILDERIESS
CHARACTERISTICS AIT 7 AIT 8 ALT ¢ ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Hatural
Integrity -
Apparent .
Haturalness
Low Low Low Llow Low Low
Solitude -
. No Ho Yo Ho Linited Ho
opportunily * epportunity opportunity gpportunity apportunity apportunity
Primitive
Recreztion H
Yo No Mo Mo Limited ho
opportunity gpportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity oppertunity
Challenging
Experiences . .
Little Litele Little Tattle Little TLattie
ar or no ar ag T ar no ar oa § or no
occurrence occurrence accurrence occurrence ocourrence ' occurrence
Special
Features

Ho identified
special
features

No identified
special
features

Ho wdentified
spec:al
features

Fo 1dentified
special
features

Ho identifired

special
features

Ho idencified
special
features
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Roadless Area-

TABLE €

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AWD BIOIOGICAL ENVIRONMENWT

13509 Deep Creek

ENVIRONMENTE ALT 1 A1l 2 ALT 3 ALT & AlT 5 MT 6
Potentral Adverse

~Effects on So1l . . . .
Productivity

. Very slight Slight . Very slaght * Blight Slight Very slight
Potential Effects- H .

on hWater Qualaty : H

. Slightly ¢ Moderately Slightly MHoderately Mopderately Slightly

H adverse + adverse adverse adverse adverse adverse

Arr Qualaty

Meets class II
State H
standards

Meets class TI
stafke
standards

Meets class IT
state
standards

Meets class II
state
standards

Meets class II
state
standards

Meets class II
state
standards

Fotential Effects
on Plant
Cormunities :

Timber barvest Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

.

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

«W1ldlife Habitat
.Capability - Elk

v e

Slaght adverse Slight adverse  Slaght adverse  Slight adverse  Slight adverse  Slight adverse
. . 1mpact impact mpact impact lmpact impact
Potentaal Effects . .
on Fish Habitat . . . :
Capabilrty .
= Blight adverse BSlight adverse  Slight adverse * 8light adverse Slight adverse Slight adverse
+ lmpact impackt impact impact 1mpact impact
ERVIRONHERT ALT 7 Al 8 ALT 9 AT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Potential Adverse
Effects on 5011
.Productivicy
Very slaght Very slight Very slight Slight None Very slight
:Potantial Effects
:on Water Quality . .
Slightly Slightly 8lightly Hoderately None Slightly
adverse adverse adverse adverse adverse

Air Quality

Meets class II Meets class II

Meets class II

Heets clase IL

Meets class EI

Meets class II

state state state state state state
standards standards standards standards standards standards
Potential Effects
on Plant . . H
Communitres
Timber harvest Timber harvest Timber harvest  Timwber harvest None Timbar harvest
Wildlife Habatat
Capability - Elk
Slaght adverse Slight adverse Slight adverse S5light adverse Imsignificant Slight adverse
impact 1mpact impact 1mpact change 1mpact
Potential Effects
on Fish Habatat .
Capability .
. Slight adverse Slight adverse Slight adverse  Slight edverse Insipnificant Slight adverse
1mpact 1upack mpact impact change impack
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

SOUTH DEEP CREEK ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATTONAL FOREST #13509A -~ 12,975 Net Acres

Description

This southern part of the initial inventoried Deep Creek Roadless
Area was separated from the northern portion by a timber sale and
asgsociated roads. This southern part will be evaluated as a
geparate roadless area, South Deep Creek #13509A.

The South Deep Creek Roadless Area is 10 air miles southwest of
Salmon, Idaho, It is bounded on the north by a timber sale and
associated roads, on the east and south by Forest Road #020, on the
southwest by Forest Road #099. Access to the area can be gained
from the Forest roads.

Little Deep Creek is the major drainage. Slopes range from rela-
tively gentle (15 to 30 percent) at the higher elevations, to steep
slopes adjacent to Little Deep Creek. FElevations range from 5,000
feet to over 8,000 feet near Swan Peak., Summer high temperatures
of 80 to 90 degrees are contrasted by winter low temperatures of 40
below zero. The 15 to 30 inches of annual precipitation occurs
mainly as snow. Soils textures are loamy sand and sandy loam,
Cuartzite forms the bedrock. Lodgepole pine and Douglas-fir cover
much of the area, Sagebrush and grass meadows are scattered
throughout the area. Western spruce fir, grand fir/Douglas-fir are
the ecosystems.

The South Deep Creek Roadless Area #13509A was originally inven-~
toried as part of the Deep Creek Roadless Area #13509, but due to
timber sale intrusions, is now a separate roadless area. No
intrusions have occurred in this area, but a 10.3 million board
foot timber sale was sold in the south half of the area in 1981,

No sale activities have been started to date, but the area is under
a valid contracet.

Recreation use was estimated at 400 RVD's in 1982 and is related to
big game hunting.

Most of the area is essentially mnatural appearing.
There are no special features or attractions.
Capability

Recent roading into and around this area has made development of
logical and manageable boundaries difficult.

The boundary could not be expanded in any direction due to existing

roads, and deleting impacted areas would leave an area for which
logical boundaries would he impossible to delineate,
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Past and current activities have a high influence on the area's
natural integrity. The duration of impact will exceed 10 years and
there 1s little feasibility of correction.

Natural appearance will be significantly altered when the timber
sale cutting units under contract are harvested. The impacts will
be readily apparent to all visitors,

This area has dense vegetative screening, but because of the small
size, small distance from core to perimeter, and gentle topography,
the opportunities for solitude and for primitive recreation experi-
ences are only low,

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious
hazards are failr,

Avajlability

Resource Potentials and Use

Hunting use 1s not expected to change significantly.

The potential for prehistorie or historic cultural resources is
low.

Big game summer habitat potentlal is high, but existing low numbers
of mule deer and elk reflect an unbalanced cover/forage ratio.
Current timber management activities will create much needed forage
and should increase habitat potential for deer and elk, Security
cover has been the most important attribute of this area for big
game. South Deep Creek Roadless Area is also characterized by old
growth Douglas—fir stands along the ridge tops, and thus provides
excallent habitat for pileated woodpecker and other species, Pine
marten are abundant along drainages. The upper elevations of this
area are very rocky, non-productive areas occupied primarily by
sparse whitebark pine stands.

This area contains the headwater reaches of Deep, Little Deep, and
Pepper creeks, All three streams contain resident trout popula-
tions. The streams are small with moderate to high gradfents,
Fishing vse is light, Development activities would likely influ-
ence habitat features within this area and in the adjoining #13509
which is downstream, Lower Deep Creek was historical anadromous
fish habitat,

The area is located predominantly in the Deep Creek drainage which
1s a major tributary of Panther Creek, Generally, the upper
watersheds are in excellent condition and produce excellent gquality
water, The lower reaches of these streams are adjacent to roads,
which have historically caused stream sedimertation. WHowever, most
streams are in generally good condition.
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The entire roadless area is within the Williams Basin - Napias
Creek Cattle and Horse Allotment and contributes 245 AUIM's annually
to the allotment. Condition of the suitable range is mostly good,
although small areas of fair and poor condition range do exist.
Structural Improvements are limited to one water development.

An estimated 23.2 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential vield of
0.21 million board feet.

The area's hardrock mineral potential was rated high in the RARE I
evaluation, and no new data modifies the original rating, Past
mineral production includes gold, cobalt, and copper from the
nearby Blackpine Mine, There is no known potential for currently
leasable minerals,

No active mining operations currently exist,

The potential for prehistorie and historie cultural resources is
low.

There are 10 miles of system traills and 3.6 miles of non~svstem
trails within the Intrusion. There are 26.6 miles of system roads
within the intrusion and 1.4 miles of non-system road, Outside the
intrusion are 8.2 miles of system roads and 4.6 miles of non-
system roads., An electronic site 13 located about one-half mile
west of the private land at the Blackpine Mine,

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is light.

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing
hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic. However, many
lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over
stocking. Western spruce budworm 1s periodically killing some of
the understory Douglas-fir, especially on the drier sites. Occa-
sionally the tops of the larger trees are being killed. The
Douglag~fir heetle periodically kills small groups of the older
larger Douglas-fir.

Need

During the Forest planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness. Farth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area, The Tdaho Mining Asscciation, Tdaho Cattlemen's Association,
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Ildaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the South
Deep Creek Poadless Area,
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Senator McClure has introduced the Tdaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State,

Following introduction of the IFMA, new and/or modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness,

The Scuth Deep Creek Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA norx
has it been included in any of the additional or modified recommen-
dations, The area was not considered controversial during the
Forest planning review of roadless lands,

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative,

Pradicted resource activities would preclude this area from further
consideration for wilderness during the next plan rvevision.

Mineral potential iIs high. Timing of possible mineral development
is not known but 1if development should occur the area disturbed by
mining and access comstruction would be precluded from further
wilderness consideration,
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Effects of Wildernessf{Non-wilderness Management Prescriptions

Roadless Areaz.

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE

135094 South Deep Creck

TABLE A

(Acres)

Forest Plan Alternative

Manapgement
Prescription

11

12 (preferred)

7A Proposed
¥Wilderness

Non-wilderness*
4B-1
4B-2
4B-3
S5A
5B
5C
5D
5E
5F

3,288

9,686 292
282
12,401

2,266

6,260

4,449

* Refer to Alternarive map for prescription descriptiom.

707

284 179
3,530
4,266

6,966
12,691

5,302

2,011

6,522
4,163

1,692

10,478
805

4,297

4,908

8,067
8,678

12,975

167
9,051
3,157



TABLE B

TUPACTS OH WILDFRHESS CHARACTER

Roadless Area- 135094 South Deep Creek

WILDERNESS

CHARACTFRISTICS ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 ALT 5 ALT 6

Hatural . . -

JIntegrity - H .

Apparent ‘ H

“‘Naturalness M . H .

¢ Low Low Low Low Low Low

“Selsitude
No . No Ho No No Ho
OppoTtunity opportunity opportunity opportunity * opportun:ity + Opportunity

‘Primitive . H

Rec¢reation .

Ho Ho o Yo No No .

M opportunitly oppoertunity oppertunity . opportunity oppertunity * opportunaty

:Challenging . .

Experiances H -
Little Little . Little Little Lattle . Little
. or np or no or no or no Or no oT no
. 0CCUTTEence occurrence . otcurtence occurrence ocCcurrence i occurrence
Special

Features H . »

. Ho identified No identirfied Ho :identified Ho identified He identified Ho identified
special : special special special special * special -
features + features . features features features - features

WILDFPHESS ’

CHARACTERISTICS ATT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12

flatural
Integrity - H
Apparent H
Naturalness H
* Low Low Low Low Fairly Low

. hagh
Solitude H

No to » No ¥a Limrted tla

i opportunily opportunity opportunity opportunzaty cpportunity : opporkunity

Primitive R

Pecreation H .

Yo . Yo Yo Ho Limited ¢ No
opportunaty « opportunity opportun:ity opportunity opportunity ! opportunity

Challeaging . R

Experiences
Little Little Little Little Little Little
or ne or no . Or no or no . Or no or no
occurrence aceurrence occurrence occurrence ofcurrence occurrence

Spceial

Features

No 1dentified
speecial
features

Ho identifired
speclal
features

Ko idencified
special
features

No identified
special
features

No identified
speclal
features

Ho identified
special
features
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TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGRATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL CHVIRONMENT

Roadless Area  1350%4 South Deep Creek
ENVIRONMERT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT & ALT 5 ALT 6

Potent1al Adverse
Effects on So1l .

Productivity .
¢ Very slight Very slight Very slight Slight Slight Very slight

*Potential Effects « '
von Water Guality . . H .

Slightly Slightly Slaghtly Moderately : Moderately Slightly
. adverse adverse adverse adverse ¢ adverse adverse
Air Quality . . . . :

Meets class II Meets class IT  Meets class II  Meets class IT  Meets class II Meets c¢lass II
. state . state state state state * state
+ standards * standards standards standards standards standards
Potential Effects
on Plant : -

Commpuntrties
Timber harvest Timber harvest Tamber hervest Timber harvest Timber harvest Timber harvest

Wildlife Habatat
Capabilicy - Elk " . .
Slaght adverse Slight adverse - Insignificant Slight adverse Slight adverse  5light adverse
* impact mpart change ampack impact * lmpact

Potential Effects.

on Fish Habttat - . .

Capability . .

H : Slight adverse Slipht adverse  Slight adverse Slight adverse Slipht adverse  Slight adverse
. lmpact * impact Inipact lmpact mmpact rpact

ENVIRONMENT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12

Potentrzl Adverse
Effects on Sorl

Productivity
Very slight Very slaght Very slight Slight None S5light
“Potentzal Effpcts* . .
on Water Quality
Blaghtly Slaghtly Slaghtiy Yoderately Tone Moderately
. adverse adverse adverse adverse adverse
Air Quality . . N
. HMeets class IT Meets class IT  Meets class I Meets class IT  HMeets class IT  Meets class II
state state state state state state
standards standards standards standards standards standards
‘Potential Effects !
on Plant
Cormuntties .
Titmber harvest Timber harvest Timber harvest Timber harvest Note Timber harvest
Wildlife Habitat
Capability -~ Elk
Insignificant Imsignifjcant Hoderate Slight Insagnificant Slight
. change change mmprovement adverse impact  change adverse impact
.Potent1al Effects
on Fish Habrtar - . . .
Capabrlaity
H Slight adverse Slight adverse  Slight adverse  Slipht adverse  Insignificante Slight adverse
impact impact 1mpact mpact change impact
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

JESSE CREEK ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13510 - 16,161 Net Acres

Description

The Jesse Creek Roadless Area is one air mile west of Salmon,
Idaho, The area is bounded on the east by the Forest boundary, on
the north by the powerline from Salmon to the Cobalt Mine, on the
west and south by the Salmon River Mountain Road (020) and the
Spring Creek Road (026). This area can be accessed from the Forest
roads.

The area is dissected by one major drainage, Jesse Creek, and
several smaller drainages, Slopes range from 30 to 70 percent.
Baldy Mountain is the highest point at over 9,100 feet, the low
point is 4,400 feet, Suumer hiphs of 85-95 degrees are contrasted
by winter lows of 40 below zero. Annual precipitation, mostly in
the form of snow, ranges from 15 to 25 inches. Quartzite and
volecanic bedrock form loamy clay to loamy sand textured soils, The
lower elevational slopes are covered with sagebrush and grass, with
lodgepole pine and Douglas—fir at the higher elevations. The
ecosystems represented are sage-grass and grand fir/Douglas-fir.

Recreation uses estimated at 300 RVD's in 1982 are related pri-
marily to hunting.

Five intrusions have been identified in the roadless area. The
Cobalt Townsite powerline crosses the northern portion of the area
and the area north of the powerline has been impacted by a 2.9
million board feet timber sale sold in 1983, Three other intru-
sions cceur along the scuth eastern edge, One is the Jesse Creek
Administrative Site and storage area and the other two are water
transmission and storage facilities which were constructed and are
peripodically maintained by heavy equipment. The areas impacted by
these activities total 4482 acres which no longer meet roadless
area criteria and will not be considered further for wildermness,
No other intrusions are currently planned in the remaining area.

Approximately three-fourths of the roadless area is essentially
natural appearing, with the remainder affected by road construction
and timber harvest activities,

The area is separated by road corridors from three other roadless
areas (#13515, #13508, #13511) on the west and south. It is
bordered by developed National Forest lands on the north, and
developed BLM and private lands on the east.

Qutstanding scenerv exists in some of the major canyons, with the

remainder of the area considered common for the Salmon National
Forest.
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Capability

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this area.
Size would not be a factor when making necessary boundary modifica-
tion to delete timber related intrusions in the north.

Man's influence on the natural integrity of this area has been very
low in the southern three-fourths, and high in the remainder of the
area.

The southern three-fourths of the unit would be apparently natural
to most visitors; but the remainder is obviously affected in manv
sections, with the impacts readily apparent to all visitors.

Due to the area's size and little to moderate vegetative and
topographic screening, it offers only low opportunity for solitude.
In addition, it has little diversity and offers only low opportuni-
ty for primitive recreation experiences,

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious
hazards are rare.

Avallability

Resource Potential and Use

This area is generally not considered available for recreation use
because it contains the Salmon municipal watershed. Recreation use
is not prohibited, but it also is not encouraged,

This entire area provides good summer range for mule deer, but
contains more cover than needed at the upper elevations and less
cover than needed at the lower elevations. These lower slopes do,
however, constitute key winter range for mule deer. Elk are
present on the southern portion of the area In small numbers, but
do not presently occur throughout. Some opportunity for bilg game
habitat improvement exists in the dense lodgepole stands in the
higher elevations. Abundant, large, rock outcrops provide good
nesting habitat for several species of raptors.

Jesse Creek has a minor amount of suitable fish habitat, with lower
reaches supporting a small number of fish. U-P Lake provides
habitat for cutthroat trout, which is stocked on a three-year
cycle. No fishing pressure is expected on the streams. TU~P Lake
recelves moderate to heavy use because of its close proximity teo
Salmon.

Portions of this area have been recognized as the Salmon Citv
Municipal Watershed, and is the source of much of Salmon's domestic
water supply. Watershed conditions are generally excellent, as 1s
the water quality. Minimal disturbance has occurred in the south-
ern three~fourths of the unit; the remainder, which includes Bob
Moore Creek, has had recent road and timber entries. However,
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watershed conditions should remain good, and water quality will
remain high. All area streams are irrigation sources.

The area 1s not grazed by livestock.

There are no known areas of ecological significance, and the area
does not represent any unique ecosystems,

An estimated 38.4 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential vield of
.2 million board feet.

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated as moderate
in the RARE 1T evaluation and no new data modifies that rating,
There are no active mining operations, but past mineral production
includes minor amounts of gold, silver, copper, lead, and zinc.
Minor occurrences of tungsten have also been recorded within the
area. There is no known potential for currently leasable minerals,

The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is considered
moderate, and the potential for historic cultural resources is con-
sidered low.

The intrusion area includes 2.6 niles of trails and 12.5 miles of
roads, There are 1.4 miles of roads and 2.6 miles of trails out-
side of the intrusion area, The Chipps Creek~Ppllard Creek-Jesse
Creek area is the watershed for the Salmon City Municipal Water
system and Is managed under a Co-op Agreement signed on June

8, 1939, by the Secretary of Agriculture. In addition, the City
has several permits for related water facilities, and there are two
water impoundment permits for use on adjacent private land.

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is light in the area.

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing
hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic. However, manv
lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over
stocking., Western spruce budworm is periodically killing some of
the understory Douglas-fir., Occaslonally the tops of the larger
trees are being killed. The Douglas-fir beetle periodically kills
small groups of the older, larger Douglas-fir. Dwarf mistletoe is
causing serious deterioration in some Douglas—-fir stands.

The intrusion area includes 40 acres of private land at U-P Lake.

Need

This unit lies approximately 60 road miles from the Frank Church-
—River of No Return Wilderness. Use of this wilderness ranges from
low to high, depending on the particular location.



Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate., The propesed legislation has unanimous
support from the Tdaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State,

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-—
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness.

The Jesse Creek Roadless Area was not included in the TFMA nor has
it been included in any of the additional or modified recommenda~
tions. The area was not considered controversial during the Forest
Planning review of roadless lands.

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative,

Some resource activity would oceur on ahbout 20 percent of the area
during the first planning period which would preclude that portion
of the area from consideration for wilderness during the next plan
revision, Mineral potential is moderate in the area,



[AAA

Effects of Wilderness/Nonwirlderness Management Prescraiptions

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE

(Acres)

Rocadless Area 13510 Jesse Creek Forest Plan Alternative
Management
Prescription 1 2 3 i 5 [ 7 8 g 10 11
T7A Propoesed

Wilderness 16,161 7,596 7,596 16,161 16,
Nonwilderness¥*
24 13,504 15,524 15,360 15,923 15,850 8,179
2B 7.322
ba 907 868
5B 2,657 801 16,161
5E 375 121
8a 238 311 265

* Refer to Alternative map for prescription description



TUPACTS

Roadless Area 13510 Jesse Creek

TABLF B

ON 1ILDFRNLCSS CHARACTIER

WILDFRNESS
CHARACTFRISTICS ALT 1 AIT 2 ALT 3 ALT &4 AIT S AIT 6
*hatural b
tIntegrity - . .
+Apparent H . .
*Naturalness . .
. Moderate » Moderate Moderate Moderate Low Moderate -
sSolitude -
- * Lamited » Limited Limited Limited No Limited
H * oppertunity opportunity . opportunity opportunity * opportunity opportunity
Primitive . .
Recreation : :
H Limited Limited Limited Limzted . No Limited
gppoztunity opportunity . apportunity - appotrtunity . opportunity * apportunity
.Challenging .
{Experlences - .
H * Little : Little . Little Little Lattle Little
. or no or no or o " or no or mo ar ne
: geturrence pceurrence * DCCUTTENCE * poccurTente * peturrence DCCUTTENCLE
.Special
Features : . .
H Tamited Tamited * Limited Lamited * lamited Limited
cutstandang outstanding outstanding outstanding outstanding * outstanding
. scenery scenery scenery scenery scanery seenery
WILDERNESS
CHARACTFRISTICS ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ATT 12
Natural
sIntegrity - B
-Apparent . :
Jaturalness M . H .
H Moderate Moderate : Hoderate tioderate Moderate Hoderate
:Solitude
. Lamited Limited Limited Limited Limited Linited ¢
. opportunity opportunity opportunity oppertunety opportunity opportunity M
Primitive . . :
Reereatien P H . :
Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited . Limited
* opportunity opportunity opportunity oppartunity opporfunzity . opportunity
Challenging .
Expertiences .
. Little Little * Tatele Little Little Litcle
or no or no . Or no or no or no or mo
. gccurrence occurrence 1 gocurrence occurrence QLcurrence occurrence -
Spec:al .
Features . . ’
. Limited Lymited Laimited Limited Limited Limited
* putstanding : outstanding + putstanding cutstanding outstanding outstanding
ECERETY * scenery scenery scenery sceunery scenaery




Roadless Area.

TABLE C

ERVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNWESS/XON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIORS ON
THE FHYSICAL AND BIULOGICAL ENVIRONMENYT

13510 Jesse Creek

ENVIRONMENT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT &4 ALT 5 ALT 6
Potential Adverse .
Effects on Soal .
Productivity . .
H Hone : None None . None Slight Nene
.Porential Effects
*on Water Quality H

Kone Rone None None . Moderately - None

: . adverse

e

Air Quality

Heets c¢lass II

Meets class I1

Meets class IT

Meets clasg IT

Heets class IT

Yeets class IT

. state 1 state state state 1 state state
: ¢ standards ¢ standards * standards standards : standards standards .
:Potential Effects

on Plant 1 .

Communities .
. * None * Hone None Hone : Timber harvest HNome
.Wildlife Habitat . . -
:Capabilrty — Elk : . H H H

¢ Insignaficant : Insignifacant Insignificant Instgnificant Slight Insignificant :

H change change change change adverse 1mpact change
iPotential Effects
ton Fish Habatat .

Capability . -
H Insignificant Insignificant . Insignificant Tnsignificant Insignificant Insignificant
H change change . thange change change change
ENVIROMMENT ALT 7 ALT 8 AIT 9 AIT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
:Potential Adverse
JEffects on Sorl .
.Productivaty .

. Hone - None None Kone Hone Very stight

*Potentral Effects .

on Water Quality

Fone Hone Hone None : Hone Slightly

. adverse

Air Quality

Heets elass IT

Feets class IT

Meets class IT

Heets class IL

Meets ¢lass II

Meets class II

: state * state state state * State ¢ state
- - standards * standards . standards standards . standards standards
Potent1al Effects
on Plant * '
Comrunities . H
None None None Yone hone Timber harvest®
Wildlife Habitat - )
Capabilaty - Elk . H
: Insignificant Imsignifjcant Insaignificant Insignificant . TInsigmificant Insignaficant
. change change change change change change
Potential Effects
on Fish Habitat
Capabality
H . Insignificant Imsignmificant Insignificant * Insignificant Instpnificant Tasignificant
: change change change change change change .
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

PERREAU CREEK ROADLESS AREA
SATMON NATTONAL FOREST #13511 —— 8,493 Wet Acres

Description

The Perreau Creek roadless area lies approximately six air miles
and nine road miles southwest of Salmon, Idaho. Roads bounding and
providing access to the area are the Baldy Mountain Road on the
north, the Williams Creek Road on the south, and the Salmon River
Mountain Road on the west, Access also can be gained by an old
mining road that penetrates the area and follows along Perreau
Creek.

Perreau Creek is the primary drainage for the area, but a portion
of the southern part drains into Williams Creek, Elevations range
from 4,500 to 8,800 feet. Topography varies from very steep side
slopes at the lower end of the drainage, to moderately gentle
slopes at the head of the drainage., Large areas of quartzite talus
rock are found in parts of the area south of Baldy Mountain. Sandy
loam soils are derived from the quartzite bedrock. The clay loam
soils found on the area's south half are formed from Challis
voleanic bedrock. The climate is typical of high mountain loca-
tions, with extreme temperature variations from winter to summer.
Annual precipitation varies from 15 inches in the lower elevations
to 25 inches in the higher elevations. Much of the precipitation
is in the form of snow.

Much of the area is timbered with Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine,

with the south facing slopes at the lower elevations being covered
by sagebrush and grass. The area is in the grand fir/Douglas-fir

Forest section of the Rocky Mountain Forest proviuce,

Recreation uses estimated at 400 RVD's in 1982 include hunting,
fishing, hiking, cross country skiing, snowmobiling, horseback
riding, and trailbike riding.

One mining access special use road intrusion was identified in the
eastern portion of the area. The road goes up Perreau Creek
entering the unit near the Forest boundary and exits near Baldy
Mountain, The road cuts off 1701 acres along the eastern edge.
This unit is less than 5000 acres and will not be considered
further for wilderness.

A 2.5 million board feet timber sale is planned in the northwest
portion of the area in 1985.

The area is essentially natural appearing.

The roadless area 1s bordered on the south by a road corrider and
lands that have been intensively managed for timber harvest; on the
west by a road corridor and lands proposed for intensive timber
management; on the north by a road corridor that leads to an



electronics site foutside the roadless aread): and on the east by
BIM administered lands,

The area contains limited amounts of outstanding scenerv in the
canvon bottoms, The remainder of the area would be considered
common for the Salmon Mational Forest,

Capability

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this
Roadless Area, Sufficient size would remain after deletion of
Intrusion.

There has been only minor influence by man on the natural integrity
of this area, and most visitors would find the area to be apparent-
ly natural,

Due to size, low topographic screening, moderate vegetatlve screen-
ing, and lack of diversity, the area offers moderate opportunities

for solitude and primitive recreation experiences.

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious
hazards are rare,

Availability

Resource Potentials and Use

Wilderness designation would adversely affect current use of snow-
mobiles and trall bikes. Other types of recreation use would
likelv Increase slightly due to proximity to Salmon, Idaho.

This small area is characterized by rough, steep slopes, with
patches of Douglas-fir interspersed with sagebrush covered open-
ings. Mule deer and elk occur in this area during all seasons of
the year, but habitat potential for deer exceeds that for elk due
primarily to the vegetative capability of the land.

Perreau Creelt contains habitat suitable for maintaining a substan-

tial cutthroat trout population, but habitat condition is currently
below optimum because of high sedimentation, Fishing use iIs light

to moderate, with the majority of users being area youth. Fishing

is classed as good.

The Perreau Creek watershed is an important source of surface and
ground water irrigation supplies to downstream landowners and
ranchers. Channel conditions are fair to good in lower Perreau
Creek, while in the upper reaches of the watershed hydrologic
conditions are excellent.
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Much of the area is within the Williams Basin/Napias Creek Grazing
Allotment. Three permittees are allowed approximately 1,500 AUM's
of livestock use. Most of the suitable range is in fair to good
condition. There are a number of existing water developments and
fences.

Little is known about the existence of prehistoric cultural re-
sources in the area. The potential for such is considered mod-
erate, with little likelihood of historic resources.

An estimated 17.6 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated potential annual yield
of .3 million board feet.

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated as high in
the BARE II evaluation, and there has been no new data to modify
that rating, Past mineral production includes gold and copper, and
tungsten occurrences have been reported in the northwestern por-
tion. There is no known potential for the occurrence of currently
leasable minerals. Mining claim owners continue to do assessment
work, but there are no active mining operations,

The area includes 8.4 miles of System trails, and 1.3 miles of
Special Use Permit mining access road.

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is very light.

Mountain Pine Beetle is present in some of the lodgepole pine
stands. Although not a problem at this time, there is potential
for a major outbreak of Mountain Pine Beetle due to the age, size,
condition, and location of the lodgepole pine in the roadless area,

There are endemic levels of Douglas—fir Beetle present in the
Douglas—fir. Some stands of Douglas-fir are infected with dwarf
mistletoe, which will continue to spread to uninfected trees,

There is a private tract of approximatelv 87 acres within the ares,
part of which has potential for recreation subdivision development.

Need

The Perreau Creek Roadless Area lies approximately 50 road miles
from the Frank Church—-River of No Return Wildernmess, Current use
in the portion of the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness
closest to this roadless area is considered high to moderate.

The proximity to Salmon makes this Roadless Area somewhat unique,
with the nearest boundary approximately seven road miles from town.
The area is approximately 140 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho and 140
miles from Missoula, Montana.

N AN



The area does not contain any ecosystems determined from RARE II to
be In need of representation in the wilderness system, Douglas-fir
and sage-grass ecosystems found in this area are well represented
throughout the Forest.

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Perreau Creek Road-
less Area #310. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage this
area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion
received on these areas during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness,
was against further study for wilderness, The area was not con-
sidered highly controversial during RARE 1.

The Perreau Creek Roadless Area #310 was inventoried and evaluated
in RARE TII as the Perreau Creek Roadless Area #04-511, The deci-
sion in the LMP was to manage this land for non-wilderness resource
development. Public opinion was for non-wilderness uses for the
area, The wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not highly con-
troversial.

During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wilderness
Act establishing the River of No Return Wilderness 1/ (Public Law
96~-312 - July 23, 1980), the House/Senate Joint Committee in con-—
sideration of S.2009 did express an opinion on page PS-9 of their
Conference Report that the area will "remain subject to sustained -
vield multiple use management under the statutes and regulations
generally applicable to all non-wilderness National Forest system
lands."

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983.
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE TII, Forest
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Tdaho Wild-
life Federation proposal. TFollowing the hearings, Senator McClure
has received additional input from environmental groups and the
Governor of Tdaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans
have not included these areas in their proposals. The Idaho Fish
and Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both
wilderness and roadless management areas over the State., They did
not ineclude this area in their proposal.

Some controversy has recently arisen on this area in regards to a
proposed timber sale. However, the concern appears to be roadless
management, as opposed to wilderness,

The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank Church--River
of No Return Wilderness" through P.L. 98-231, March 14, 1984, to
honor Idaho Senator Frank Church who was instrumental in passing
the Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the Wilderness Act

of 1964,



During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area., The Tdaho Mining Association, Tdsho Cattlemen's Association,
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the Perreau
Creek Roadless Area,

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State.

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/for modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the TIdaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness.

The Perreau Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendations.
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan-
ning review of roadless lands,

Preferred Altermative (Alternative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative,

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revisionm.

Mineral potential is high. Timing of possible mineral development
is not known but if development should occur the area disturbed by

mining and access construction would be precluded from further
wilderness consideration,

C-230
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Effects of Wilderness/Non~wilderness Manapgement Prescriptions

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE
(Acres)

Roadiess Area: 13511 Perreau (reek Forest Plan eT 7

Management
Prescription 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ¢

7A Proposed
Wilderness 7,219 7,219

Ron-waildern
LA 5,181 113

48-1 3,312 594 898
48-3 1,499

58 6,258 8,493 8,493 8,493

84 736 376

* Refer to Alterpative map for prescription description.



Roadless Area

13511 Perreau Creek

TABLE B

IMPACTS O WILDERMESS CHARACTER

WILDERNESS
CHARACTERISTICS ALT 1 AIT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 ALT 5 ATT 6
Hatural H -
Integrity - - .
Apparent * H N
Naturalness : H :
- : Low Low Low Low * Low : Low
Solitude
o Ho : Ko o No . No
H I opportunity opportunity « opportunity opportunity opportunity . opportunity
tPrimitive H H : - H
Recreation H . : :
. : No tlo : Wo : Ho + No Ko .
: * opportunity opportunity opportunLty T opportunity opportunity opportunity .
:Challenging
Experiences H H H .
: Little Little * Latrle : Lattle * Little Little H
H : or no or no * or no or no * 0T no or no .
. : occurrence gccurrence occurrence * p¢currence occurrence oceurrence
*Specral - .
Features :
. : Winter . Winter Winter Winter : Winter Winter
H i sports * sports .+ SpoTLS sports sports sports
WILDERNLESS
~ CHARACTFRISTICS ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 1) ALT 12
Hatural
Integrrty — .
Apparent .
Haturalness .
Low Faxrly Fairly Fayirly Fairly Low
high high high high
sBolitude : :
H tio Sone * Sone Some - Some 1]
* Qpportunity opportuniky opportunity opportun:ty . Opporctunity opportunity .
Prim.tive - .
Recreation H -
. Ho Some Some Some Some Ho
i opportunity . opportunity opportunity oppartunity oppertunity opportunity
Challenging
Fxperiences
Little Little Little Little Litrle Little ‘
- . 0r no or no or no or no or no or no
Qccurrence : occurrence occurrence occurrence occurrence ogourrence
“Speciral . .
Features :

an as

Winter sports

inter sports
and cross=~
country travel

Winter sports
and cross=
country travel

Vintar sports
and ¢ross-
country travel

Winter sperts
and eross-
country travel

Winter sports




Roadless Area:

TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AMD BIOLCGICAL ENVIRONMENT

13511 Perreau Creek

ENVIRONHENT ALT 1 AFT 2 ATT 3 ALT 4 ALT 5 ALT 6
Potential Adverse :
Effects on So1il
Productivity H
H : Very slight . Slight * Yone Slight Slight Very slight .
Potential Effects
on Water Quality H .

Slightly : Moderately None Hoderately Moderately Slaghely

. adverse adverse zdverse adverse adverse

Alr Qualaty

.

"o

"

1

Meets class II
state
standards .

.

Heets class II
state
standards

Meets class II
state
standards

Heets class IT
state
standards

Meets class II
state
standards

Meets class EL
state
standards

:Potent1al Effects
on Plant
Communities

e

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Wildlafe haba-
tat improvement

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Trmber harvest

.Wildlife Habitat
Capability — Elk

Hoderate ad- Hoderate,ad~ Moderate MYoderate ad- Hoderate ad- Moderate ad-
* yerse lmpact . Vverse impact improvement verse wmpact verse impact verse impact
Porential Effects
.on Fish Habitat H .
Capabitity
5light adverse Slight adverse Insignificant Slaght adverse Slight adverse  Slaght adverse
: wmpact lmpact change impact 1mpact mpact
ENVIRONHENT ALT 7 ALT 8 AIT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Potential Adverse .
Effects on Sp1l . . .
Productivaty
Slight * None None KNone None VYery slight .
.Potential Effects
on Water Qualaty .
Koderately Yone Home Yone Hene Slighely
. adverse adverse

Arr Quality

Heets class IIL

Meets class II

Meets elass II

Heets class XI

Meets class 1I

Meets class IX

s state state state state state . state
gtandards standards standards standards . standards standards
Potential Effects
on Plant
-LCommunities
Timber harvest None None None None Timber harvest
Wildlife Habitat -
Capabrlity ~ Elk .
hoderate Insignifycant Insigmificant Insignifrcant Insignificant Moderate
adverse impact change change change change + adverse 1mpact
Potential Effects
on Fish Habitat
Capability .
Slight Instgnificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Slight .
adverse impact change change change change adverse impact
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

AGENCY CREEK ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13512 -~ 5,690 Net Acres

Description

Apency Creek Roadless Area 1s approximately 15 air miles southeast
of Salmon. Access to the area can be gained from roads along Warm
Springs Creek, Pattee Creek, Agency Creek, and a read that tra-
verses the Continental Divide between Agency Creek and Warm Springs
Creek,

The area is bounded on the east by the road along the Continental
Divide, on the south by the Forest boundary, on the west by a
timber sale and associated roads, and on the north by the Warm
Springs Creek road. Dissected by the headwaters of Pattee and
Flume Creeks, sideslopes in the Roadless Area range from 20 percent
to 70+ percent. The Challis volcanic bedrock forms a smooth and
subdued topography, and results in clay loam textured soils,
Vegetation on much of the area is sagebrush and grass, with
Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine found on the higher elevational
slopes. The area receives from 15 to 20 inches of moisture, mostly
in the form of snow. The western spruce-fir, and the alpine
meadows and barren ecosystems are found here.

Three small intrusions on the east side of the area resulted from
portions of cutting units of a 1976 timber sale. An intrusion
through the center of the area is a result of a 2,7 million board
feet timber sale in 1980, These intrusions total 1290 acres which
no longer meet roadless area criteria and will not be considered
further for wilderness., Also, the 1980 sale separated the area
into two parcels. The western portion 1s less than 5000 acres and
will not be considered further for wilderness.

A 1 million board feet sale is proposed in the eastern portion
during 1988. The exact location has not been determined to date.

Current uses include livestock grazing, firewood gathering and
hunting, There were approximately 4,700 RVD's in 1982,

The majority of the area is essentially natural appearing, with the
exception of road construction activities., However, there is a
timber sale under contract that will substantially alter the
natural appearance in the center of the unit.

Agency Creek Roadless Area is surrounded by previously harvested
areas and sagebrush rangeland.

The scenery in this unit is generally comnsidered common for the
Salmon National Forest.

The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail, and Lewis and Clark
National Historic Trail pass in the vicinity of this roadless area.
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3.

Capability

Recent roading into the center of the unit has resulted in a
difficult situation for the development of logical and manageable
boundaries.

The boundary could not be expanded in any direction due te existing
roads, and deleting impacted areas would barely leave sufficlient
acres to meet minimum size requirements.

Past and current activities have a high influence on the area's
natural integrity. The duration of impact will exrceed 10 years and
there is little feasibility of correcting.

Natural appearance will be sipgnificantly altered when the timber
sale units under contract are harvested. The impacts will be
readily apparent to virtually =all visitors,

This roadless area has a low opportunity for solitude due to size,
distance from perimeter to core, lack of topographical screening,
and permanent intrusions.,

Agency Creek Roadless Area has a low opportunity for primitive
recreation due to the same factors as solitude, plus the lack of
diversity and the lack of opportunity for challenging experiences.

Availability

Resource Potential and Use

Recreation use at present is primarily related to hunting and
firewood gathering. Hunting use will not be affected by designa-
tion or non-designation of the area as wilderness. Firewood
gathering would be eliminated,

The mid to lower elevational portions of this area provide good
mule deer summer range and excellent big game winter ranpge in the
form of open sagebrush slopes and small stringers of Douglas—fir
timber. Severazl hundred mule deer and elk winter in this area in
the vicinity of Pasture Mountain. Antelope also summer and winter
on the lower slopes within this area, The higher elevations (along
the Continental Divide)} consist primarily of large expanses of
dense lodgepole pine timber that could be impreoved for summer big
game habitat through timber harvest. However, mule deer and elk
migrate through this portion of the area to reach their winter
range, thus increased road access and possible effects on this
animal movement could easily outwelgh accrued benefits to resident
big game, Elk calve within this area during heavv snow years when
their return towards summer range areas is delaved.

Me??A



Several streams within the area have habitat suitable for fish, but
fish densities are expected to be low because the streams have
predominantly high gradient channels with minimal holding areas for
fish, Fishing use of the area streams is light and quality would
be fair,

This moderate water producing area is an important source of

_excellent quality irrigation water to ranchers in the Lemhi Valley,

Hydrologic conditions vary throughout the area, showing impacts of
previous grazing activities. However, the streams currently
provide good fish habitat and water sources for wildlife and
livestock.

The area is within the Agency Creek Allotment and a portion of the
Pattee Creek Allotment and provides approximately 700 AUM's of
livestock use each grazing season. The majority of the suitable
range is in fair to good condition, There are four existing water
developments and approximately four miles of existing fence,

An estimated 12.8 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield of
3 million board feet.

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated moderate in
the RARE IT evaluation, and there is no new data to modify the
original rating. There has been no mineral production from this
area, however, mining claim owners continue to do assessment work,
The southern portion of the area includes part of the Lemhi Pass
thorium - rare-earth's belt. Copper occurs in the southeastern
portion of the unit. @il and gas lease applications have been
filed on this area since RARE IT, However, these applications were
totally speculative. There is no known potential for currently
leasable minerals.

The potential for cultural rescurces in this unit is unknown.

The area includes 4.7 miles of trail and there are 8.0 miles of
road within the intrusion area. Segments of two permitted 89KV
aerial powerlines cross a part of the area near Flume Creesk and at

Pattee Creek,

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is very light in the area.

Mountain Pine Beetle exists in endemic levels in the lodgepole pine
in this unit. The most susceptible stands have been harvested, or
will be harvested, under existing timber sale contracts.

There are no private lands within the perimeter of the area.
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Need

The Agency Creek Roadless Area is approximately 95 miles from the
Frank Church—-—-River of No Return Wilderness. While use is heavy in
particular popular locations, the majority of the wilderness
recelves extremely light use.

The Agency Creek Roadless Avea is approximately 35 miles from
Salmon, Idaho; 140 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles
from Missoula, Montana. The area does not contain any ecosystems
determined from RARE I to be in need of representation in the
wilderness system.

The western spruce-fir, alpine meadows and barren ecosystems are
not unique to the Forest.

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Beaverhead IIT
Roadless Area. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage this
area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion
received on the area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was
againgt further study for wilderness, The area was not considered
highly controversial during RARE I,

The Agency Creek Roadless Area {#13512 was inventoried and evaluated
in RARE II as the Agency Creek Roadless Area #04-512, During

RARE II public opinion was against further study for wilderness and
the wilderness/non—wilderness issue was not highly controversial,

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act™ hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983,
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild-
life Federation propesal, Following the hearings, Senator McClure
has received additional input from environmental groups and the
Governor of Tdaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wildex-
ness and roadless management areas over the State. They did not
include this area in their proposal.

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area, The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association,
OutHoors Unlimited, Tdaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Tdaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for Agency
Creek Roadless Area.

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State., The Agencv Creek Roadless Area was not included in the
IFMA,

C-238



Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. The Idaho
Wildlife Federation and Idaho Outfitters and Guides Association
recommended wilderness for the area.

The area was not considered highly controversial during Forest
Planning review of roadless lands,

Preferred Alternative (Altrnative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred altermnative.

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision.
Mineral potential is moderate,
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Effects of Wilderness/Non-wilderness Management Prescriptions

TABLE A
MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTLON BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE
{Acres)
Roadless Area: 13512 Agency Creek Forest Plan Alterpative
Management
Prescription 1 2 3 & 3 & 7 8 9
7A Proposed e T T o
Wilderness
Non-wailderness*
2B 5,283 5,078
48-1 1,607
5B 5,690 5,690 5,690
SE 5,690 4,083 5,690 407 612
SF 5,690

* Refer to Alternative map for prescription description.



TABLE B

INPACTS OW WILDLRWESS CHARACILP

Roadless Area 13512 Agency Creek

WILDERNESS
CHARACTFRISTICS AIT ] AIT 2 AIT 3 ALT & ALT 5 AIT &
Matural .
*Integrity —
Apparent H
tNaturalness
H * Low . Low Low Low Low Low
:Solitude H
H o . Neo Ro No Yo He
H opportunity - opportunity opportunity opportunity * opportunity opporiuniLy
*Primitive .
:Reereation .
: o No No Ho No No
* opportunity . opportunity + opportunity opportun:ty cpportunity opportunity
Challenging
tExperiences .
: Little Littie + Little Little Little Little
: or no or no or no or nho or no or noe
H occurrernce oLcurrence occurrence oCcCcurrence occurrence gocurrence
.Specral H .
Features
. Wo ident:fied No rdentified : No identifred Yo i1dentified ;: Wo identified Ho identified
specral ~ special special specaal specral special
features featuies features features features features
WILDERMESS
CHARACTERISTICS AIT 7 ALT § ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ATT 12
Hatural .
Integrity = .
Apparent .
Maturalness
. Low Moderate Moderate Low Moderate Low
Solitude
Mo Limirted Limited Yo Limited He
H OppeTrLunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity Qpportunity
Primitive
Pecreation
. No Limited Limited Yo Limited lNe
¢ oppertunity oppertunity * OpPpertunity opportunity opportun; ty opportunity
Challenging .
Experiences
Little Little Little Little TLaittle Little
M - or no - or no s oz no or no or no * or no
occurrence agcgurrence octurrence octcurrence occurrence occurrenice
Special
Features .
. Ho identified No xdentified Ho identified o identified Mo :dentified o 1dentified
special special special special spectal spectal
features . features features features features features




Roadless Area

TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERKESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AHD BEOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

13512 Agency Creek

ENVERONMENT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 ALT 5 ALT &
Potential Adverse. :
*Effects on Soxl : . .
Productavaty H

Very slight t Slight Yery slight Slight Slight Slzght
Potenti1zl Effects .
on Water Quality . .

Slaghtly : Hoderately §lightly * Moderately Moderately Moderately

. adverse adverse adverse * adverse adverse adverse

tAir Qualaty

.

Meets class 1I
state
standards

YMeets class II
state
standards

Meets class II
state
gtandards

e oee

Meets class II
state
astandards .

Meets class 1T
state
standards

Meets class IL
state
standazrds

“Potent1al Effects

+on Plant
Communities

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

oae a ke s

Tinber harvest

Timber harvest

.

Timber harvest

"Wildlife Habitat
Capability - Elk

"oee o

"o

hoderate ad-
verse 1mpact

Moderate, ad-
verse impact

Slaght ad=-
verse impact

Moderate ad-
verse impact

"

.

Moderate ad-
verse impact

Moderate ad-
verse impact .

*Potenti1al Effects

on Fish Habatat

oer ae s

Capability H .
Insignificant : Insignificant Insignificant Ingaguaficant Insignificant Insignificant

. change . change change change change change
ENVIRONMENT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALY 1%
Potential Adverse -

tEffects on Sorl :

tProductavaty

. Slight : None None ¢+ Slight None = Slight
Potential Effects . -

-on Water Quality . M . .

* Moderately None None Moderately None Moderately
H adverse adverse adverse

Arr Qualaty

Heets class IL

Meets class IL

Meets class II

Meets class IT .

Meets clags II

Heets class II

state : state state state sState state
standards . standards standards standards standaxds : standards H
Potential Effects
on Plant
Communities - .
Timber harvest None None Timber harvest  None Timber harvest
Wildlife Habitat
Capability — Elk .
Moderate ad- Insignifpcant Insagnaficant Moderate ad- Insignificant Moderate ad-
* verse impact change change verse impact change verse impact
Potent1al Effects
on Fish HAabitat :
Capabailaty
Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignifircant
change change change change change change
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATTION

SAL. MTN, ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13513 -~ 15,826 Net Acres

Description

The Sal Mtn, Roadless Area is seven air miles south of Salmon,
Idaho. The area is bounded primarily by the Forest boundary on the
north, east and west. On the southwest, the divide between Haynes
Creek and Withington Creek form the boundary Forest Read (014 along
Twelvemile Creek forms the southwest boundary. Access to the area
can be gained from the Twelvemile, Withington Creek, and Haynes
Creek roads.

The area is dissected by Withington Creek, Haynes Creek and Twelve-
mile Creek, Slopes are from 30 to 70 percent. ZElevations range
from 4,600 feet, to over 9,500 feet at Sal Mtn. Summer highs of 80
to 90 degrees are contrasted by winter lows of 40 below zero.
Anmual precipitation, mostly in the form of snow, is from 15 to 30
inches, Ouartzite and volcanic bedrock forms the loamy sand to
loamy clay textured soils., Lodgepole pine and Douglas-fir cover
much of the area. Sagebrush and grass meadows occur throughout the
area, The ecosystems represented are sagebrush and western spruce~-
fir.

Current recreation uses include backpacking, trailbike riding, and
hunting. Use was estimated at approximately 200 RVD's in 1982,

Seven intrusions totaling 3542 acres were identified within the
inventoried boundaries. Three of these are mining related road
corridors located near the Forest boundary in Tenmile and Twelve-
mile Creeks, and the Harmony Mine access road in Withington Creek,
Kadletz Creek and Twelvemile Creek. The area impacted by these
activities no longer meet roadless area criteria and will not be
considered further for wilderness. In addition, the timber sale
activity in the Withington Creek area seplit the roadless area into
two units. The small unit in the Haynes Creek drainage is less
than 5000 acres and will not be considered further for wilderness,

No activities are scheduled to occur in the area under current
action plans.

The majority of the acres in this unit are in a natural conditionm.
However, numerous intrusions are scattered throughout. The unit is
bordered by lands administered by the BLM on the west, north, and
east, It is bordered by developed National Forest lands on the
south,

There is a limited amount of outstanding scenervy in the viecinity of

Sal Mtn, and in the Havnes Creek Canyon. The remainder of the unit
is considered common for the Salmon National Forest.
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Capability

Due to existing intrusions, it would be extremely difficult to
develop logical and manageable boundaries for this unit., Size 15 a
factor, as portions of the unit have been i1solated by intrusions
and no longer meet minimum size requirements,

Man's influence on the natural integritv of this unit has been
high., Intrusions are scattered throughout the unit and there is
little feasibility of correction.

The unit is impacted in many sections, with the impacts readilwy
apparent to visitors.

The area offers only moderate opportunities for solitude due to
moderate size, little topographic or vegetative screening, moderate
distance from core to perimeter, and the existence of permanent
intrusions, Due to these factors and lack of diversity, the area

has a moderate opportunity for primitive recreation experiences,

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious
hazards are rare.

Availability

Resource Potential and Use

Current low recreation use is not expected to change significantly,
due to the lack of attractions in the area.

This area contains high quality summer range for mule deer and elk,
Some areas of excess cover exist in the upper portion of the area,
but topography and presence of surface rock precludes most habitat
management opportunities. The lower elevations provide kev winter
range areas for mule deer, elk, and antelope. Antelope summer
range is also present at the lower elevations. The area around
Tule Lake is an elk calving ground. A small bighorn sheep herd
occuplies Sal Mtn., and a few mountain poats mav still be present in
Haynes Creek. Mountain Tions are present, and black bear are
common throughout the area.

No known fisheries occur in this area.

The area contains several small tributaries of the Salmon and Lemhi
Rivers. Water vields are relatively low in this area, and much of
the streamflow 1s used by irrigators. Watershed conditions are
generally pood; however, historiec mining and recading activities
have resulted in some localized watershed instability and water
quality problems. Stream channel projects have been completed to
gtabilize these problem areas.
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Much of the roadless area is within the Twelvemile Cattle and Horse
Allotment. Approximately 400 AUM's of use occur on the roadless
area. The majority of the suitable range is in fair condition,
Approximately three miles of fence and two water developments are
located within the roadless area,

An estimated 23.6 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential vield
of .3 million board feet,

The area has moderate to high potential for gold and copper. There
is no known potential for currently leasable minerals. Mining
claim owners continue to do assessment work, The area currently
containg no active mining operatiomns.

The potential for prehistoric cultural resources 1is considered
moderate, Several historic structures are known to exist in the
area, but their significance has not been determined.

The area includes 5.9 miles of trails, and the intrusion areas
include 14,8 miles of roads. Part of the area is used under an
Outfitter and Guide permit.

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is light,

Much of the area contains non-commercial Douglas~fir or brush
growing in talus rock. Dwarf mistletoe 1s a serious problem in the
few commercial stands of Douglas-fir.

The area includes two tracts of private land totaling 131.2 acres.
Need

The Sal Mtn. Roadless Area is approximately 60 road miles from the
Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. Use of this
wilderness ranges from low to high, depending on the particular
location,

The Roadless Area is 7 miles from Salmon, Idaho; 135 miles from
Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 135 miles from Missoula, Montana.

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Havnes-Mulkey #306
and Sal Mtn. #307 Roadless Areas. The decision in the RARE T FEIS
was to manage these areas for non~wilderness resource development.
Public opinion received on these areas during RARE I, wilder-
ness/non- wilderness, was against further study for wilderness.
The areas were not consldered highly controversial during RARE I,

Ecosystems found in this area are represented throughout the Forest
and in the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness.,

These areas were further evaluated in the Twelvemile Unit Land
Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP was to manage these
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areas for non-wilderness resource development, with a portion being
managed in a roadless condition, Public opinion was for non~
wilderness resource development, The wilderness/non-wilderness
issue was not highly controversial in the 1MP process., Neither of
these areas were considered in RARE TI because of decisions reached
in the Twelvemile Land Management Plan,

Senator McClure held "TIdaho Forest Management Act" hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983,
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter
with four propoesals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE TI, Forest
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild-
1ife Federation proposal. TFollowing the hearings, Senator McClure
has received additional input from environmental groups and the
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans
have not included this area in their proposals, The Idaho Fish and
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder-
ness and roadless management areas over the State, They did not
include this area in thedir proposal,

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association,
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and
Tdaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the Sal
Mountain Roadless Area.

Senator McClure has introduced the Tdaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State,

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness,

The Sal Mountain Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA norx has
it been included in any of the additional or modified recommenda-
tions., The area was not considered controversial during the Forest
Planning review of roadless lands.

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative,

Wo activities are predicted which would preclude consideration of
this area from wilderness during the next forest plan revision,
The area has moderate to high mineral potential., Timing of
possible development of mineral resources is not known but if
development should occur the areas disturbed bv mining and access
construction would be precluded from further wilderness
consideration.
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Effects of WildernessfNon-wildernesa Management Preseriptions

TABLE A
MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE
(Acres)
Roadless Area: 13513 Sal Mountain Forest Plan Alternative
Management
Prescription 1 2 3 4 5 [ 7 8 9
~JA Pré&)sed -
Wilderness 6,488 6,48
Non-wi, lderness¥
4B-1 2,110 355
5B 15,315 9,031 15,826 15,471 15,393 15,826 14,670 2,10
5E 13,716 5,17
SF

* Refer to Alternative map for prescription description.
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Roadless Area

13513 Sal Mountain

TABIE B

INPACTS OY WILDERHESS CHARACTER

WILDERHESS
CPARACTERISTICS ALT 1 AIT 2 ATT 3 ALT 4 ALT 5 ALT &
Natural .
*Integriky - . . N
Apparent . H
Naturalness . N
Low Low Low . Low Low Lov
Solitude . - .
T : Limaited Lim.ted Lirited Wo o Limited
. opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity . opportunity * opportunity
Primitive -
*Recreation H .
. Limited Limited Limited No Ne Limited
opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunaity opportunity opportunity M
Challenging H
Experiences b H . . . .
t Little + Lattle Little Little * Lictle * Little
. or no T 0T no * or no i or no . or no . Or 0o
occurrence . occurrence occurrence : occurrence occurrence oeccurrence
*Special H
Features H . .
+ Lymited Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited
outstandaing . outstanding gutstanding : putstanding outstanding cutstanding
. scenery . scenery scenery scenery scenery scenery
WILDERUESS T
CHARACTERTSTICS ALT 7 ATT § ALT 9 ATT 10 AIT 11 ALT 12
HWatural
Integrity -
hppazent kS -
Haturalness :
Low Low Low Low Fairly low Low
Solitude
: Limited Limited Linited Limated . Somae Limited
opportunaty opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportuntty
Primitive . H
Recreatron *
Limited + Limted Limited Limited Some Lzmited
opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity
Challenging
Expericaces :
s Liktle Little Litrke Little Little Little .
or no . BT no or no or no . Or mo or o
occurrence CCCUTTERCe 3 gceurrencea Qcourrence ogcurrence Qccurrence
Special
JFeatures
Lim:ited Limited Limited Limited Limited Linited
outstanding outstanding outstanding outstanding outstanding outstanding f
scenery scenery * scenery T Btenery ~ scenery v ECEneTY 3
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Roadless Area

TABLE'C

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL EWVIROKMENT

13513 Sal Mountain

ENVIRONMENT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 AIT & ALT 5 ALT &
:Potenti1al Adverse R
Effects on Soil :
:Productivity H - - .
H None - None None © Slight Slight None
Potential Effects .
on Water Quality . .
. None None - Hone Hoderately : Hoderately None
. adverse adverse

Air Quality

. Meets class II Meets class II  Meets class IT Meets class IX Meets class IT Meets class IT
: state - state state . 8tate : state state
. : standards + standards standards standards standards standards :
Potentizl Effects
on Plant . :
Communities -
. : None : None None Timber harvest Timber harvest Nope
iWildlife Habitat .
*Capabrlity - Elk .

Imsaignificant Tesrgmrficant Insignificant Slight Slight Insignificant

change change : change edverse mmpact adverse i1mpact change
Potent1al Effects .
on Fish Habaitat .
Capabilaty

Insignificant : Insignificant Insignificant Slight : Slight Insignificant
‘ change . change change adverse impact  adverse impact change
ENVIRONMENT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT_10 ALT Bl ALl 12
Potential Adverse -
Effects on Soil
Productivity -

- None None None * None » Fone None M

Potential Effects- B . -
on Water Qualaty

None Hone Kone None Rone None

rAir Quality

Heets class II

Meets elass II

Heets c¢lass I

Heets class II

Heets class I

Meets elass 1T

. state i state .« state state state state
. standards + standards standards standards standards standards
*Potential Effects H
on Flant
Cormunities
None Kone None None Yone Hone
WildIife Habitat
Capability — Elk
Insignifrcant Insignmificant Insignafaicant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant
change change change change change change
Potential Effects
on Fish Habitat
Capability
Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignifrcant
change change change change * thange change
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

LITTLE HORSE ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13514 - 7,620 Net Acres

Description

The Little Horse Roadless Area is 35 air miles northwest of Salmon,
Idaho. The area is bounded on the north by the Oreana Ridge Road
(067), on the west and south by the Long Tom Ridge Road (123) and
on the east by the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness,
Access can be gained from the Forest roads.

The area is dissected by Little Horse Creek drainage, which in-
cludes several small drainages, The topography is a result of the
dendritic pattern that Little Horse Creek has developed. 8Side
slopes range from 30 to 60 percent. Horse Creek Butte is the
highest point in the roadless area at over 8,300 feet, the lowest
point is located at 6,000 feet. Summer highs of 80 to 90 degrees
are contrasted by winter lows of 40 degrees below zero., Granite of
the Idahe Batholith and the Metamorphosed Border Zome bedrock forms
the soils, The soil textures range from sandy loams to sand., Most
of the area is timbered with Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine, The
ecosystem represented in this Roadless Area is the western spruce-
fir,

Current limited recreation use, estimated at less than 100 RVD's in
1982, is related mostly to hunting,

No intrusions were identified in this area. A one million board
feet timber sale is planned for 1988, but the exact location has
not been determined at this time,

This area is mnatural appearing.

Separated by road corridors from two other roadless areas (#13516,
#13520) on the north and east, and contiguous with the Frank Church

=River of No Return Wilderness on the west, Little Horse is
bordered by developed lands on the south.

The scenery in this unit is considered common for the Salmon
National Forest. There are no special features.

Capability

Lopical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this area,
Size 1s not an important factor.

Man's influence on the natural integrity of this area has been
virtually none,

Vigitors would find this area to be apparently natural.

T aEA



Due to size, proximity to the Frank Church~-River of No Return
Wilderness, good topographic screening, very good vegetative
screening, and lack of off-site intrusions, this area offers a high
opportunity for solitude. The existence of some diversity and the
lack of daveloped recreation facilities combine with the previous
factors to provide a high opportunity for primitive recreation
experiences.

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious
hazards are rare,

Availability

Resourece Potential and Use

Current low recreation use is not expected to significantly change,
due to rugged terrain and lack of attractions in the area,

This area is currently below its habitat potential for big game
because of the excessively high cover component and corresponding
lack of forage. Mule deer and elk use the entire area during the
summer, but use is centered around the few natural meadow com—
plexes. Habitat improvement opportunities for these specles are
limited by topography and low timber quality. Mountain goats occur
in the lower portions of this area on sparsely timbered rocky
outcrops and ridege points., Elk rutting activity occurs on the
flatter, densely timbered benches along the south side of Oreana
Ridge,

A minor resident fishery may exist in Little Horse Creek, The lower
reach may also provide rearing habitat for anadromous fish. TFishing
use 1s expected to be very light and quality would be fair.

Little Horse Creek watersched produces a high amount of water, as
the area receives over 40 inches of precipitation a year. Erosive
granitic soils dominate the area, and streams carry a naturally
high amount of sediment, Water quality is considered excellent
throughout the area. All water produced in this area enters Horse
Creek, and eventually the Salmon River.

With the exception of a small amount of recreational horse use, the
area 1s not grazed by livestock.

An estimated 38.6 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential vield
of .6 million board feet.

Hardrock mineral potential is unknown. There is no known potential
for currently leasable minerals, The area contains no active
mining operations, Mining claim owners continue to do assessment
work in this roadless area.



The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is unknown.

The area contains no System tralls, and the only rocad is a 0.1 mile
prospecting road north of Dish Pan Spring.

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is light.

Aes the lodgepole pine and whitebark pine increase in diameter there
is an inecreasing hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic.
However, many lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf
mistletoe or overstocking.

There is no private land within the area.

Need

The Little Horse Roadless Area ig adiacent to the Frank Church-
~River of No Return Wilderness. Use in the adjacent portion of the
Wilderness is considered light,

The roadless area is approximately 60 road miles from Salmon,
Idaho; 200 miles from Tdaho Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles from
Missoula, Montana,

During RARE I this area was inventeoried as the Little Horse Creek
Roadless Area #297. The decision in the BARE I FEIS was to manage
this area for non-wilderness rescurce development. Public opinion
received on this area during RARF I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was
divided. The area was not considered highlv controversial during
BARE T.

The area was further evaluated in the Dutchler-Beartrap Unit Land
Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP was to manage this
area for non-wilderness resource development, Public opinion was
for non~wilderness resource development, The wilderness/non-
wilderness issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process.

The Area was not evaluated in RARE IT because of decisions reached
in the Beartrap-Dutchler Land Management Plan,

Ecosystems found in this area are represented throughout the Forest
and 4n the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness.

Senator MeClure held "Idsho Forest Management Act" hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983,
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE IT, Forest
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild-
1ife Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure
received additional input from environmental groups and the
Governor of Tdaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and
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Game Commisgsion provided input to Govermor Evans for both wilder-
ness and roadless management areas over the State. They did not
include this area in their proposal.

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness, Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area., The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association,
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaheo Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no Wilderness for Little
Horse Roadless Area.

Senator McClure hasg introduced the Tdaho Forest Management Act
(I¥MA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State,

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness.

The Little Horse Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has
it been included in any of the additional or modified recommenda-
tions. The area was not considered controversial during the Forest
Planning review of roadless lands.

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative,

Some resource activity would occur on about 50 percent of the area
which would preclude that portion of the area from consideration
for wilderness during the next plan revision. WMineral potemtial is
unknown,
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Effects of Wilderness/Non-wilderness Manapement Prescriptions

TABLE A
MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERKATIVE
{Acres
Roadless Area: 13514 Little Horse Forest Plan Alternative
Management
Prescriprion 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 g
7A Proposed
Wilderness 7,620 7,620 7,620
Kon~wilderneass¥
3A-58B 6,785
3A-5E 7,620 7,620
4B-1 835
SA . 3,287 3,319 7,620
5¢ 4,333 4,301

* Refer to Alternative map for

prescription description.



Roadless Area.

13514 Little Yorse

TABLE B

TMPACTS ON WILDERNESS CHARACTER

WILDCRNFES
CHARACTFRISTICS ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 AIT 5 ALT &
Hatural .
Integr:ity - :
Apparent - . . . B
Haturalness
N Fairly high . Law « High Law . Low . Farely high .
Solitude .
. + Some » Ho Good » No * Ho Some
H : opportufiity * opportunily opportunity * opportunity * opportunity * opportunily -
*Primitive . . H . .
Recreation . H .
. Some + i Good ¥e Yo Some
: * opportunity Qpportunity : opportunity . Opportunity opportunity - opportunity
:Challenging
Experiences H f . . .
. t Little + Little Little T Little « Little . Little .
. or no 1 or no or no or no or ho or no
. +« Qgcurrence gccurrence PR oCcurrence » OCCurrence aceurrance gccurrencs
“Special . . N -
Feaztures
. . No identifred Ko 1dentified No xdentifred -+ No identified No identified Ho wdentified
. ¢ spectal special speeial gpecial specal specral
. ¢ features . features « features » featuvres features EFeatures .
WILDCRNESS
CHARACTTPTSTICS ALT 7 ALT 8 AIT 9 ATT 10 ATT 11 ALT 12
Faroral : * M M
iIntegiity = .
Apparent . - -
tNaturalness .
: Fairly hagh High High figh Haigh Fairly high
Solitude -
H + Some Good Good = Good Good Some .
. opportunity opportunity . opportunity opportunliiy opporfuntliy * opportunity .
“Primitive . e
Recreation :
. Some Good Good Good Good Some H
¢pportunaty opportunity opportunity opportunity + opportunity opportun:ity
Challenging H N . .
Experiences '
. * Little Little Little . Lattle Little + Little .
* or no or o or no . 6r ro or no aor no
. oceurrencea . oceurrence PECUrTENCE occurrence occurrence occurrence
Specral
Features . :

He 1dentified
spectal
features

I’

No identified
spectal
features

No 1dentified
special
features

No 1dentified
spectal
features

No :dentified
special
features

44

No 1dentified
special .
features




Roadless Area*

TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AND BTOIQGICAL ENVIRONHENT

13514 Laittle Horse

ERVIRONMENT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT & ALT_5 ALT 6
Potential Adverse . .
Effects on So1l M
Productivity . . .
. Very slight Slight None Slight Slrght . Very slight
Potential Effects
.on Water Quality

Slaghtly Hoderately Fone Hoderately Hoderately Blightly
* adverse adverse adverse adverse adverse ‘

Air Qualaity
: Meets class 11 Meets class IT  Meets class II . Meets class II - Meets class II  Meets class II:
state state state state « state state :
. standards standards standards standards . Btandards standards
Potential Effects : H
on Plant . H
Communaties H
. Timber harvest Timber harvest Nome * Timber harvest Timber harvest Timber harvest:
.W1ldlife Habatat . H N
Capabirlity ~ Elk =
: 8light adverse Slight adverse  Imsignificant Slight adverse Slight adverse Slight adverse*
. mpact impact change * 1lwpact mmpact impact
:Porential Effects. . N
son Frsh Habitat H
:Capabilaty .
H * 8light adverse Slight adverse Imsagnificant Slight adverse Slight adverse Slight adverse
b . impact - impact . thange . impact . 1mpact impact
ENVIRUNMENT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT § ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
tPotent1al Adverse
*Effects on So1l :
Productivaty
: Very slight Neone None None Hone Very slight
:Potential Effects
on Water Quality
Slightly None None Yone * None Shightly
adverse . adverse

Aar Quality

+

Heets class IT

Heets class IT

Heets class II

Meets class II

Heets class IT

Meets class IX.

.

* state state ¢+ state state state state
. standards standards standards standards standards standards
Potential Effects. - B . B
ion Plant :
+Communaities -
Timber harvest None None . Kone Kone Timber harvest
.Wildlafe Habzitat . *
:Capability -~ Elk -
. Slaght Ipsignifycant Insagnificant Insignificant Insigmificant Slight
edverse 1mpact change change chanpe change adverse lmpact
Potent:ial Effects
on Fish Habitat .
Capabilaty
Slight Insignificant Inszgnificant Insignificant Insigmificant Slight
adverse impact change change charge change adverse 1mpact
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

NAPTAS ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13515 - 9,271 Net Acres

Description

The Napias Roadless Area is seven air miles northwest of Salmon,
Idaho. The area is bounded on the east by Forest road 023, on the
south by a powerline and the old Leesburg road, and on the west by
the Salmon Mountain Road (020) and timber harvest activity, Access
to the area can be gained from the Forest roads,

The area is dissected by the headwaters of Moose Creek and Napias
Creek, and lies in the basins of both creeks at elevations between
7000 and 8000 feet. Slopes range from 15 to 50 percent. Summer
highs of 80 to 90 degrees are contrasted by winter lows of 40 below
zero., Annual precipitation of 20 to 35 inches falls mostly as
snow. Soils are formed from granite and quartzite bedrock., Tex-
tures range from sand to sandy loams. Lodgepole pine is the major
tree species, with some Douglas-fir. Grassy, wet meadows occur
throughout the area, The ecosystems are grand fir/Douglas-fir and
western spruce-fir.

One mineral related intrusion (access road) was identified in the
southwest corner of the area, This road corridor does not meet
roadless area criteria and has been removed from the inventory.
About two-thirds of a 2,5 million board feet timber sale is planned
in the southeastern portion of the area in 1986,

Recreation use, estimated at less than 100 RVD's in 1982, is con-
sidered extremely light and is related to hunting,

The area is essentially natural appearing.
Road corridors separate Napias from four other roadless areas
(#13501, #13507, #13508, #13510) on the north, west, south, and

southeast. Napias is bordered by develcped lands on the east,

The scenery in this unit is considered common for the Salmon
National Forest, There are no special attractions or features.

Capability

Size would not be a factor in developing logical boundaries for
this area. However, manageable boundaries would be extremely
difficult due to terrain and the surrounding roads.

Man's influence on the natural integrity of this area has been low.

The area would be apparentlv natural to most visitors. However,
there are mining related impacts that would be apparent to some
visitors,

Due to size, surroundings, lack of topographic screening, small
distance from core to perimeter and lack of diversity, this unit
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provides only low opportunities for solitude and primitive recrea-
tion experiences.

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering cerious
hazards are rare.

Availability

Resource Potential

Current low recreation use is not expected to change, due to the
lack of attractions in the area.

The dense, homogeneous lodgepole pine and mixed conifer timber on
this area provides good security cover for mule deer and elk.
However, the area is currently below habitat potential for both
species due to the scarcity of natural openings or forage areas.
Opportunities do exist for creating a more desirable cover/forage
ratlo through timber management activities, BSome wet areas with
old growth spruce and/or mixed conifer timber are present, but
overall wildlife habitat diversity is low for small birds and
mammals, 7Pine marten and snowshoe hares are present in moderate
numbers.,

This area contains a small amount of fish habitat, primarily con~
fined to upper Napias Creek. Past placer mining has adversely
influenced certain sections of Napias Creek and several of its
tributaries., Fishing use is light and quality would be rated as
fair,

The area is located in the headwaters of the Napias Creek drainage
to the south, and the Moose Creek drainage to the north. Water
yield is moderate. Watershed conditions are generally good in the
area, but several areas have been significantly impacted by mining
and other land management activities, FEspecially impacted have
been the stream channel bottoms, These areas are continuing to
stabilize with tine,

Approximately 300 AUM's of grazing use in the area result from
portions of the Diamond-Moose and Williams Basin-Napias Creek
Cattle and Horse Allotments. The majority of the suitable range is
in fair condition, There is one water development.

An estimated 46,3 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield of
«7 million board feet.

Hardrock mineral potential is high, Mining claim owners continue
to do assessment work, with some expanding their claim activity.
The area has been a past producer of lode and placer gold, but
there are currently no active mining operations. There is no known
potential for currently leasable minerals.



The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is considered low,
but the potential for historic cultural resources is considered
high,

This area includes 9.9 miles of System trails, and twe roads total-
ing 7.9 miles not located within intrusions., The area was pre~
viously used, but is not now used, for Outfitter/Guide purposes.
The area may include additional trails used for prospecting access,

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is very light in this area.

As the lodgepole pine and whitebark pine increase in diameter there
is an increasing hazard of a2 major mountain pine beetle epidemic,
especially in the lower elevation lodgepole stands, However, many
lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over
stocking.

There are no private lands in this area,

Need

The Napias Roadless Area is approximately 15 miles from the
Frank Church——River of No Return Wilderness. Use of this
wilderness ranges from high to low, depending on the particular
location,

The area is approximately 40 road miles frem Salmon, Idahoj 180
miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles from Missoula,
Montana,

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Napias Creek Road-
less Area #312., The decision in the RARE T FEIS was to manage this
area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion
received on this area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was
against further study for wildermess, The area was not considered
highlv controversial during RARE I.

The Naplas Creek Roadless Area was further evaluated in the Moose
Creek Unit Land Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP was
to manage this area for non-wilderness resource development,

Public opinion was for non-wilderness resource development. The
wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not highly controversial in the
LMP process.

The roadless area was not evaluated in RARE II, because of deci-
sions reached in the Moose Creek Land Management Plan.

Ecosystems found in this area are represented throughout the Forest
and in the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness,

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983,
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter
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with four proposals, 1.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild-
life Federation proposal., Following the hearings, Senator McClure
has received additional input from environmental groups and the
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder-
ness and roadless management areas over the State. They did not
include this area in their proposal.

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness., Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area, The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Asscciation,
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and
Jdaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the Napias
Roadless Area.

Senator MeClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act
{(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State.

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-—
tions have been submitted te the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness,

The Napilas Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendationms.
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan-
ning review of roadless lands.

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative.

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision.

Mineral potential is high. Timing of possbile mineral development
is not known but if development should occur the area disturbed by
mining and access construction would be precluded from further
wilderness consideration,
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Effects of Wilderness/Non-wilderness Management Prescripticus

Roadless Area: 13515 Napias

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE

(Acres)

Forest Plan Alternative

Management
Prescription

7A Proposed
Wilderness

Non-wilderness*
48-1
4B-3
5B
SE
SF

1,109
8,162

8,415

9,271
856

* Refer to Alternative map for prescription descraption.

4,536
5,090
4,143 4,181

9,271 9,271 692

7,880
11}

1,280

7,8

1,3¢



TABLE B

IMPACTS ON WILDERHESS CHARACTER
Roadless Area* 13515 Mapias
WILDFRMESS
CUARACTERISTICS AIT 1 ALT 2 ATT 3 ALT 4 ALT S ALT 6
*Natural . : . . . :
JIntegrity - : - : : : . H
Apparent . : * H
sRaturalness : H . : .
H * Low Lov Low : Low Low : Low H
Solitude . . H . :
Mo o : No ¢ No + Ho No H

. : opportunity ., opportunity : opportunity opportunity . opportunity * opportunity H
tPrimitive : . H
Recreation H . : B * .
- No . Ko : No No : Mo No .
. ¢ opportunity apportunity : opportunaty opportunity i opportuniiy : oppertunity :
Challenging . . . . .
Experiences * . : -
H . Lattle + Little Lictle . Little 3 Little : Little H
. : or no or no . or Mo or 1o or no or no H
H * accurrence : pccurrence oceurrence oceurrence * ocourrence * pccurrence B
:Specaral H * . H : 3
:Features . - : . *
: : No wdentified Wo identified - Mo adentified - NWo rdentrfied No 1dentified No adentified

s special + special . special special special * special .
. : featuras 1 features : features features features : features H
WILDERNESS
CHARACTERTSTICS AIT 7 AFT 8 ALT 9 AIT 10 ALT 1) AIT 12
Natural f
iintegrity = : .
Apparent - H
Haturalness - H . + . .
: : Low Fairly Farrly t Fairly ¢ Fairly : Low .
H H « high high . high high
Solitude .
R No ¢t Limited Limited Limited Linited Ho

t opportunity ¢ Opportunity oppartunicy OppoOCEHTLEY oppoYTUnLLY . opportunity -
Primitive . . -
Recreation : :
H * Yo * lamited * Lamited 1 Limated * Lamited ~ Yo 3
. . opporcunity . epportunity opportunity opportuniky * opportunity . opportunity
Challenging . . . .
Expertences . *
- Little Little Litele Little Little Little
H : or no or no or no . or no or no : or no .

: occurcence 1 occurrence pceurrence t ofcurrence oceurrence . fccurrence
Special .
.Features . . .
. . No identified No adentified No identified . lo adentrfied No :dentified Ko identified

. special . spacial . spaciat . Spectal . Special . special

: features features features ¢+ features features * features .




Roadless Area:

TABLE €

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERRESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AND BIDIGGICAL ENVIRONMENT

13515 Napias

* ae a8 e

Pr

"o

ENVIRONMENT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 AIT 5 ALT 6
Potentral Adverse: H T H
Effects on Sorl "1 H . :
sProductivity H H B 1 H B :
H : Very slaght * Very slaght Hone Yery slight * Very slight Very elight .
Potential Effects . : :
on hater Quality H H . .

¢ Slaghtly Slightly : None Slightly 3 Slighely Slightly .
t adverse adverse . adverse 4 adverse * adverse

Arr Quality

o

a1 e 2T er e
i .

Meets claas II.
&tate
standards .

Heets elass IT
state
standards

Meats elass IY
state
standards

. e o

Weets clase II
state
standards

Meets ¢lass IT
state
standards

ke e b

Meets class II
state
standards

Potential Eifects-*
ton Plant
*Communities

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Timber harvesat

TR

a

Timber harvest

.

Wi1ldlife Babitat
«Capabrlity - Elk

: Moderate . Slight adverse  Significant Slight adverse  Slight adverse * Insignificant
H * lmprovement * 1mpact :{ improvement 1mpact wmpact . change
.Potent1al Effects H H :
*on Fish habitat : ' . H b - *
Capabilaty H 3
: Insigoificant Insignificaent 3 Insigmificant Insignificant Insignaficant Insignificant
. . thange . change : change . change change change .
ENVIRONMERT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT O ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Potential Adverse . B . .
Effects on Soil . . H
Productivity . : H
Very slight None : Nome : Nome None 3 Very slight
Potenc1al Effects . .
on Water Qualrty . : H :
Slightly + None Hone 1 Hone * Hone * Slightly
adverse adverse

.

v

-

Axr Qualaity

LR TR T T T

" o

Meets class IX

Heets class IX

ke 4 4w

Meets class IT

Heets elass IX

Meets class IT

Meepts clase IX.

state * state : Btate state : state state
. standards standards . Btandards standards standards staundards H
iPotential Effects- . H H : .
.on Plant : : : .
-Communities : .
- Timber harvest-+ None Kone None : None Timber harvest
:Wi1ldlife Habitat . .
Capabrlity ~ Elk .
* Slight . Insignifycant Insigmificant Insignificant . Insignificent Slight -
. - adverse impact change . change change + change adverse 1mpact
Potenti1al Effects . . -
on Fish Habatat : .
Capability .
: Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant * Insignificant Insignificant
H change change change change . change change .
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

OREAMA ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13516 — 7406 Wet Acres

Description

The Oreana Roadless Area is 32 air miles northwest of Salmon,
Idaho, The area is bounded on the north by a Forest road (065)
along Horse Creek and mining road in Horse Creek, on the east by
the Horse Creek Pass road (044), on the south by past timber
activities near Tincup Hill and the Oreana Ridge road (067), and on
the west by the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness.

Access to the area can be gained from the three bordering roads.

The area is dissected by the small drainages that flow into Horse
Creek. The side slopes range from 30 to 60 percent. The topo-
graphy is a result of the dendritic drainage pattern that Horse
Creek has developed. Oreana Lookout, at over 8,000 feet, is the
highest point in the area; the low point is at 6,000 feet. Summer
highs of 80 to 90 degrees are contrasted by winter lows of 40 below
zero, Idaho Batholith granite bedrock has resulted in loamy sand
to sand textured soils., Douglas—fir and lodgepole pine cover the
area. The ecosystem represented is western spruce-fir,

Current recreation use is considered extremely light and is related
to hunting. Use was estimated at less than 100 RVD's in 1982,

A 428 acre intrusion was identified on the east end of the avea
during the inventory review, This intrusion resulted from a 1969
timber sale which was under contract, but had not been harvested
when the RARE I inventory was done. The harvest was completed, the
area no longer meets roadless area criteria and it will not be
considered further for wilderness,

Approximately 3 million board feet of a proposed 1988 timber sale
would come from the roadless area, but the sale is not shown on the
map as its exact location is not known at this time.

The area is substantially mnatural appearing.

The Oreana Roadless Area is separated by a road corridor from two
other roadless areas (#13514, #13520) on the south, is adjacent to
the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness on the west and
northwest, and is bordered by developed lands on the northeast and
east,

The scenery 1s considered common for the Salmon National Forest,
and the area has no special features or attractions,

Capability
Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this area.
Boundary modification would be necessary to delete a timber related

intrusion on the east. 8Size is not a factor.
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3.

Man's influence on the natural integrity of the area has been very
low, The existing timber related impact could be mitigated by
deletion.

The area would be apparently natural to most visitors.

Due to size, proximity to existing wilderness, goeod topographic
scereening, very good vegetative screening and lack of off-site
intrusions, this area offers a high opportunity for solitude. The
existence of gome diversity and the lack of developed recreation
facilities combine with the previous factors to provide a high
opportunity for primitive recreation experiences. Opportunities for
challenging experiences or serious hazards are rare.

Availability

Resource Potentials and Use

Current low recreation use 1s not expected to significantly change,
due to terrain and the lack of attractiens Iin the area,

The steep, moist slopes along Oreana Ridge provide good summer
habitat for big game. However, the lower elevatiomns are covered by
dense lodgepole pine stands, with some Douglas-fir on the drier
ridge tops and south slopes, and thus offer limited summer forage.
Mule deer and elk use the entire area, but current habitat condi-
tions for these specles 1s below site potential. With the excep-
tion of a few natural meadows and old burns, habitat diversity for
all wildlife specles is fairly low and could be improved by timber
harvesting activities.

Only minimal fisheries are found within the area. Upper Horse
Creek provides the most significant amount of fish habitat, where
rainbow trout and bull trout are found. The lower portions of the
drainage provide a substantial amount of anadromous fish habitat.
Fishing use is moderate, and quality would be good to excellent,

Located in the headwaters of Horse Creek, the area's high water
yield results from an average annual precipitation greater than 40
inches. Geology in the area is dominated by granitie rock, and the
solls are quite erosive and subject to movement. Previous logging
activities in the area have demonstrated that this area is highly
sensitive to disturbance. While streams carry a high natural level
of sediment, water quality is generally excellent,

With the exception of a small amount of recreational horse use, the
area is not grazed by livestock.

An estimated 36.9 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield of
.5 million board feet,



Hardrock mineral potential is unknown, but there are documented
occurrences of gold, silver, and molybdenum within the area. There
is no known potential for currently leasable minerals, There is no
current mineral activity in this roadless area.

The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is unknown.
Historic cultural resource potential is low,

The area includes 4.1 miles of System trail, 2.4 miles of System
road, and 3.9 miles of non-System trail used for prospecting
access, Part of the area is used for Outfitter and Guide purposes,

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is very light,

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing
hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic, especially in the
lower elevation lodgepole stands. However, many lodgepole stands
have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over stocking,

There are no private lands within the area.
Need

The Oreana Roadless Area is adjacent to the Frank Church---River of
No Return Wilderness., Use in the adjacent portion of the
wilderness is considered light.

The Roadless Area is approximately 60 road miles from Salmon,
Idaho; 200 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles from
Missoula, Montana.

Ecosystems found in this area are represented throughout the Forest
and in the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness,

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Oreana Roadless Area
#299, The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage this area for
non-wilderness resource development, Public opinion received
during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was divided, The area
was not considered highly controversial during RARE T,

The area was further evaluated in the Beartrap-Dutchler Unit Land
Management Plan (LMP)}. The decision in the LMP was to manage this
area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion was
for non-wilderness resource develepment. The wildexrness/non-
wilderness issue was not highly controversial in the IMP process,

The area was not evaluated in RARE TI because of decisions reached
in the Beartrap-Dutchler Land Management Plan,

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act' hearings in

Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983,
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter
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with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild-
life Federation proposal, Following the hearings, Senator McClure
received additional input from envirommental groups and the
Governor of Tdaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder-
ness and roadless management areas over the State, They did not
inelude this area in their proposal,

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association,
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool CGrowers, Tdaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Porest Industries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the Oreana
Roadless Area.

Senator McClure has introduced the Tdaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State,

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness,

The Oreana Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendations.
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan-
ning review of roadless lands,

Preferred Alternative {Alternative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative.

Some resource activity would occur on about &5 percent of the area
which would preclude that portion of the area from consideration
for wilderness during the next plan revision, Mineral potential is
unknowm,
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Effects of Wilderness/Non-wilderness Management Prescriptions

Roadlese Area: 13516 Oreana

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE
(Acres)

Forest Plan Alternative

Hanagement
Prescription

74 Proposed
Wilderness

Non-wildernesa®
3A~-3B
3A-5E
JA-SF
4B-1
54
5B
5C

* Refer to Alternative map for

3,652

3,754

6,739 6,739

342 7,406 7,406 69
598
309

4,052 4,234 7,406
3,354 3,172

prescription description.

6,739

667



Roadliess Area

13516 Oreana

TABLE B

INPACTS OF WILDERNESS CHARACTFR

WILDFRNESS
CHARACTERESTICS ALT 1 AT 2 MT 3 AT & AT S AT 6
Hatural
Integrity -
Apparent i .
Naturalpess
. loderate Low High . Low . Low Yoderate
Solatude : .
Limited No Good No No Limited
t opportunity . apportunaty opbortunity oppoctunity opportunity opportunity
JPrmitive . N . . .
Recreat:on . . .
Limited No Good No o Limaited
opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity . opportunity opportunily
Challenging H
JExperlences . M
. + Little t Little Little t Lattle Litele Little
. or mo or no or no or no or no or no
. occurrence occurrence ocgurrente occurrence occurrence occurrence
Special
Features
. Ne 1dentified No identified No 1dentified o rdentifired No adentified No identified
spectal special special special special spacial
features featuves features features features features
WILDERNESS
CIAPACTERISTICS ALT 7 AIT 8 ALT 9 AIT 10 ATl 11 AIT 12
katural
tIntegrity -
Appasent
Hlateralness
Moderate High Baigh High Migh loderate
Solitude . N .
. Limited Good Good Good Good Limited
opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportun:ty Y opportunity
Primitive
Recreation
Lim.ted Good Good Good Goed Limited
opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity
Challenging
Experiences -
Little Little Little Little Lrttle Little
T no ol o or no or no or no oT na
occurrente OCCUTIENCE s ©DtCuIrence oLEurrense octurrente < pteurrente :
Special
Teatures

Ho identified
speslat
featurcs

Yo .dentirfied
special
features

Ho sdentified
special
features

No adentified
special
features

Wo identified
special
features

Ko dentified
special
features




Roadless Atrea

TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL CORSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

13516 Oreana

ENVIRONMENT _ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 ALT 5 ALT 6
:Potential Adverse-* * -
Effects on Soit H .
Productivity .
: Very slight . Slaght * Hone + Slaght Slaght 1 Very slight
Potent1al Effects- . . . . - .
on Water Quality : : . .
. Slightly t Moderately Hone Moderately Moderately Slightly H
adverse . gdverse adverse adverse sdverse

S5 WA 4T er S5 b RE RN Sh 48 M4 A3

Air Quality . :
* Meets class IX. Meets class IT . Meets clasg IT  Meets clgss II  Meets class II  Meets class II
state t state * state state = state * state :
. standards . standards « ptandards standards * standards - standards H
:Potential Effects H .
on Plant H ! H
Communitaies . . . . N H
Timber harvest Timber harvest  None Timber harvest . Timber harvest ' Timber harvest
:Wildlife Habitac . . . H
iCapability - Elk H H ' '
H Insignificant - Slight adverse - Imsignificant Slight adverse Slight adverse Slight adverce
H * change impact . change + wmpact * lmpact : 1mpact *
:Potential Effects .
ton Fish Habitat ~ - M . S
:Capabality . .
. Blight adverse Blight adverse Slight adverse : 5light adverse Slight adverse Slight adverse
 lmpact 1npact 1mpact mpact lapact wmpact
e [ —
ENVIPONMERT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 _ALT 12
.Potential Adverse
Effects on Soil N
Productrvety
H Very slaght Kone None None None Very slaght H
:Potenti1al Effects .
on Water Quality . :
Slightly None None None * Nome Slightly
. adversg adverse :

4

Awr Quality

Heets class IX

Heets class II

PR

Meets class 1I

Hoets class IT

Meets class IT

Meets class II”

. gtate state state state state state .

standards standards standards » standards standards standards
Potent1al Effects .
on Plant . H
Coomunities - . .

Timber harvest HNome None Homne Hone Timber harvest
Witdlife Habitat
[Lapabrility - Elk . .
. Slight Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant S11ght

adverse impact change chenge change chapge . adverse 1ppact
Potential Effects
on Fish Habitat *
Capabilaty \

Ingigunificant Insignificant Tnsignificant . Insigoaficant Insignificant Tusignificant

change change change change change change .
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

MUSGROVE ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13517 - 8,223 Net Acres

Description

The Musgrove Roadless Area is approximately 20 miles southwest of
Salmon, Idaho. It is bounded on the north by a road to the Black-
bird Mine and by timber harvest activities, on the east by a timber
sale and associated roads, on the south by Forest road 012 along
Porphyry Creek, and on the east by Forest road 059 along Musgrove
Creek. The Forest roads provide access to the roadless area.

Musgrove Creek's headwaters dissect this land, which has slopes
ranging from 20 to 60 percent, Blackbird Mountain, at 9,000 feet,
is the highest point in the area, the lowest point is at 6,000
feet. Temperatures range from summer highs of 90 degrees, to
winter lows of 40 below zero. Annual precipitation of 20 to 35
inches falls mostly as snow. Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine cover
much of the area, with sagebrush and grass common on south aspects.
Western spruce/fir, and grand fir/Douglas-fir are the ecosystems
represented. Soils are formed from quartzite bedrock, and textures
vary from sandv leam to loamy sand.

Recreation use, less than 100 RVD's in 1982, is limited almost
entirely to hunting.

The area has a modified forested appearance.

An intrusion from the southern arm through the center of the area
resulted from a 7.7 million board feet timber sale in 1975 and

a 5.7 million board feet timber sale in 1978. This intrusion has
split the area, and the eastern portion of the roadless area no
longer meets minimum size requirements for consideration as wilder-
ness, i.e., less than 5000 acres. The area impacted by these
Intrusions total 10,357 acres which no longer meet roadless area
criteria and will not be considered further for wilderness.

Road corridors separate Musgrove f£rom two other roadless areas
(#13504, #13518) on the northwest and southeast, Tt is adjacent to
the Frank Church-~River of No Return Wilderness on the southwest
and west, and is bordered by developed lands on the northeast, east
and south.

The scenery in this unit is considered common for the Salmon NF and
there are no special features or attractioms,

Capability

Due to past road construction activities, the unit has been split
into several areas, Logical and manageable boundaries cannot be
developed for this unit.
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Man's influence on the natural integrity of this unit has been
high, and is readily apparent. The majority of the unit has been
affected, with little feasibility of correction.

The unit offers a moderate opportunity for solitude and primitive
recreation, but opportunities for challenging experiences are rare.

There are no known special attractions or features in the arvrea,

Availability

Resource Potentjals and Use

Current low recreational use is not expected to sigpnifiecantly
change, due to the lack of attractions in the area.

The big game cover/forage ratio in the upper portion of the Mus-
grove Creek drainage is nearly optimum on the north side, and
almost entirely cover on the the south (north facing slopes)., This
area is key elk summer range and is also an elk calving area. The
heavy cover in the area Is utilized by big game during hunting
season. Increasing forage on the south side of the drainage to
benefit summering elk would greatly decrease the cover value it
provides to this elk herd. Mule deer, black bear and mountain lion
occur in the area in normal densities., Blue grouse are particu-~
larly abundant on the north side of the area.

Only a minor amount of fish habitat is found in the headwaters of
the Musgrove Creek drainage. Habitat would be similar to other
high gradient streams. Fishing pressure would be very light, and
quality would be fair,

The roadless area Includes the headwaters of the West Fork of
Blackbird Creek and Musgrove Creek, within the Panther Creek
Drainage. Watershed conditions are generally excellent, and
precipitation of about 30 inches a year results in excellent
quality water. Downstream uses have included mining activities in
the Blackbird drainage.

A small portion of the Forney cattle and horse allotment extends
into the roadless area. Due to topographic features and the small
amount of suitable range, grazing use within the roadless area is
insignificant. There are no structural range improvements.

An estimated 28.6 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential vield

of .4 willion board feet. Approximately one-fourth of a five
million board feet timber sale is proposed for 1987 in the north-
east portion of the area, and a five million board feet timber sale
is proposed in the western portion in 1987. These two sales are



not shown on the map because definite information about their
locations is not known at this time.

Hardrock mineral potential in unknown, and there is no known poten~
tial for currently leasable minerals, Mining claim owners continue
to do assessment work, with some expanding their c¢laim activity.
The area currently contains no active mining operations,

The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is considered low,
and for historic cultural resources is considered moderate due to
past mining activity,

There are no System trails within the area. The area of intrusion
includes one mile of System road. There are an additional 4.4
miles of non-System road within the area. Musgrove Roadless Area
may receive some outfitter and guide use by permittees from adjoin-
ing areas,

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence 1s light,

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing
hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic. However, many
lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over
stocking, Western spruce budworm is periodically killing some of
the understoryv Douglas-fir, especially on the drier sites, Ocea-
sionally the tops of the larger trees are being killed. The
Douglas~ fir beetle periodically kills small groups of the older,
larger Douglas—-fir; however, many of the higher hazard stands are
being logged.

There is no private land within the area.

Need

The Musgrove Roadless Area is adjacent to the Frank Church--River
of No Return Wilderness. Use in the adjacent portion of the
wilderness is comsidered high,

The area is approximately 40 road miles from Salmon, Idaho; 180
miles from Idaho Falls, Idahoj and 170 miles from Missoula,
Montana,

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Musgrove Creek
Roadless Area #285. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage
this area for non-wilderness resource development., Public opinion
received on this area during RARE T, wilderness/non-wilderness, was
divided. The area was not considered highly controversial during
RARE T.

Ecosystems found im this area are represented throughout the Forest
and in the Frank Church-—River of No Return Wilderness.
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The area was further evaluated in the Red Rock Peak Unit Land
Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP was to manage this
area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion was
for non-wilderness resource development. The wilderness/non-
wilderness issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process.

The area was not evalunated in RARE 1T because of decisions reached
in the Red Rock Peak Land Management Plan.

Senator MeClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Tdaho Falls during August 1983.
Prior to these meetings the Senater sent out a constituent letter
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild-
life Federation proposal, TFollowing the hearings, Senator McClure
received additional input from environmental groups and the
Governor of Tdaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans
have not included this area in their proposals, The Idaho Fish and
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder-
ness and roadless management areas over the State. They did not
include this area in their proposal,

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness, €Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Tdaho Cattlemen's Association,
Outdoors Unlimited, Tdaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and
Tdaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the
Yusgrove Roadless Area.

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State,

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness.

The Musgrove Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendationms.
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan-
ning review of roadlesgs lands,

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative,

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision.
Mineral potential is unknown.
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Bffects of Wilderness/Nonwilderness Management Prescriptions

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE
(Acres)

Roadless Area 13517 Musgrove Forest Plan Alternative

Management
Prescription 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11

TA Proposed
Wrlderness 5,838 5,838 7.071

Nonwilderness¥

3A-5B 132 1,958 870

4p-1 4,526 4,591

4p-2 403

Lp-3 4,769 3,500 124 1,152
fA 1,891 5,738

SB 3.454 1,253 1,106 1,515 2,385

5C 6,970 7,117 6,332

58 3,697

* Refer to Alternative map for prescription description



TABLF B
IMPACTS ON WILDERNESS CHARACTFR

Roadless Area 13517 Musgrove

WILDFRMESS
CHARACTERISTICS ALT ) AlLT 2 ALT 3 AIT &4 AIT 5§ ALT 6
Hatural - .
Integrity - ¢ H
Apparent .
Haturalness .
Low Low . Low Low Low . Low
Sslitude
No . Fo . Ho . o . Na Ho
opporktunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity
Primitive M
Recreation * .
H . No 10] No + No . Neo No H
M opportunity r opportunity opportunity apportunity opportunity opportunity
*Challenging f . .
.Experiences . .
H : Lattle : Little Little Littte Little Little .
. or no or no or no ar no 0T no or ©o
H occurrence gCcurrence occurrence ocourrence ocourrence occurrence
*Special . -
Features
No adentified No i1dentified . Wo identified No ident:fied No i1dentified No adentified
special : special special specral special special
. features . unaffected - uvnaffected * unaffected unaffected unaffected H
WILDCRNFSS
CHARACTFPISTICS AIT 7 ALT 8 AIT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
*Hatural
Integrity -
Apparent
Raturalness .
Low Fairly Fairly Fairly Fairly Low
low low low low .
Solitude
Na Some Sowe . Some Sone No .
H opportunity opportunity opportunity upportunity opportunity opportunity .
Primitive .
Recreatlon .
o Sone Some Sore Some Ro
H " opportunity oppercunity opportunity © opportunity opportunity opportuntty
Ghallenging
Experiences
. Little Little Little Little Little Little
Q! no « O1 o or o oL no *or na vy o 0
H . occurrenge occurrence occurrence occurrence occurrence occurrence
Special
Features .
Mo 1dentified No identified No 1dentified Ho 1dentified No identified Ho 1dentified
. . specaal : special . speecial . spegial spec:al special

features . features features features features features .




Roadless Area:

TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES COF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATICHS ON
THE PHYSTCAL AND BTOJOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

13517 Musgrove

ENVIRONMENT AIT 1 AIT 2 AIT 3 ALT &4 AIT 5 AIT 6
Potential Adverse :
Effects on Soirl .
Productivity . .
. Very slaght Slight : Very slight Slight Slight + Very slight
Potential Effects
on Water Quality :
Slightly Moderately Slightly Moderately Moderately Slightly
« adverse adverse adverse « adverse adverse adverse

Potential Effects

e

Air Qualaty

Meets class II
state
standards

Meets c¢lass II
state
standards

Heets class II

: state

.

T}

standards

Meets class II
state
standards

Meets class II
state
standards

s

T

Meets class IIL
state
standards

on Flant
Communities

L T T T

TINT)

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Timber harvest

Tamber harvest

Timber harvest

*Wildlife Habitat
Capabality - Elk

. Slight adverse Slight adverse : Imsignificant Slight adverse Slight adverse Insignif:cante
+ 1mpact wrpact change . 1mpact impact change
Fotential Effects: .
on Fish Habitat : :
Capabilaty M : :
: Slight adverse Slight adverse - Slaght adverse  Slaght adverse  Slight adverse  S§laght adverse
M T impact impact lmpact impact 1mpact . lmpact
EHVIRONMENT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Potential Adverse
Effects on Soil .
Productivity H
: Very slaight None None Kone None Very slight
Potential Effects. .
on Water Quality .
. Slightly : None None * None None Slightly .
* adverse H adverse

.

Alr Qualaty

Meets class II

Meets class II

Meets class II

Meets class IL

Meets class I

Meets class II

: state state etate state Btate state :
: standards standards standards standards standards standards -
Potenti1al Effects .
on Plant : H
Communities
Timber harvest None Kone None None Timber harvest
Wildlife Habitat
Capability - Elk
Slight Insignifycant Instgnifacant Insignifrcant Insignificant S1i1ght
. adverse tmpact change change change change adverse 1mpact
Potent:al Effects
on Fish Habitat . .
Capabrlaity
Slight Insigmificant Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant Slight
adverse impact change change chenge change adverse impact
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

DUCK PEAK ROADLESS AREA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13518 —— 48,791 Net Acres

Degcription

The Duck Peak Roadless Area is approximately 25 miles southwest of
Salmon, Idaho, It is bounded on the east by Forest Road 055 along
Panther Creek, on the southeast by Forest Road 108 along Silver
Creek, on the southwest by a fluorspar mine and the Frank Church-
~River of No Return Wilderness, on the northwest by Forest Road 112
along Yellowjacket Creek, and on the north by Forest Road 112 along
Porphyry Creek. The Forest Roads provide access to the Roadless
Area.

Panther, Silver, Camas, and Yellowjacket Creeks dissect the area
with slopes ranging between 20 and 60 percent. Duck Peak is the
highest point at 8,900 feet, the low point is 4,800 feet. Summer
highs of 90 degrees are contrasted by winter lows of 40 below zero,
Annual precipitation of 20 to 35 inches falls mostly as snow.
Quartzite and volcanic bedrock form sand to loamy sand textured
soils. Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine, interspersed with sagebrush
and grass meadows, cover much of the area, Some ponderosa pine
occurs along Silver Creek, Western spruce-fir, and grand fir/
Douglas-fir are the ecosystems represented,

Timber sale intrusions have occurred in the Fourth of July Creek
drainage on the northeast corner, west of Silver Creek on the
eastern boundary, north of Red Rock Peak in the northwest corner
and east of the Yellowjacket road across from Slaughter House
Gulch. Two road intrusions were identified near the head of Cabin
Creek. These intrusions total 4572 acres. The area impacted by
these intrusions no longer meet rcadless area criteria and will not
be considered further for wilderness.

A 2.5 million board feet timber sale is proposed for 1987 in the
northeast portion of the area in the vicinity of the existing
intrusions, A 2.9 million board feet sale is proposed for 1984,
and a 2 million board feet sale is proposed for 1988, in the
northwest portion. The 1987 and 1988 sales are not shown on the
map because their definite locations are not known at this time,

Recreation use, estimated at 2,300 RVD's during 1982, includes
hunting, fishing, horseback riding, and backpacking.

The area 1s essentially natural appearing, with outstanding scenery
along Camas Creek, Cabin Creek, and other scattered areas,

Road corridors separate Duck Peak from three other roadless areas
{(#13505, #13517, #13901) on the northwest, northeast, and south-
east. Adjacent to the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness
on the south and west, it is bordered by developed lands on the
east,

n_n9Q4L
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3.

Capability

Boundary adjustments would be necessary to delete existing intyu-
sions before this area would be capable of being designated wilder-
ness. Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for
this unit without its size being a critical factor.

Man's influence on the natural integrity of this unit has been verv
low, and intrusions could be deleted by boundary adjustment.

Visitors would find this unit to be natural appearing.

Due to 1ts large size, good diversity, good topoegraphic and vege-
tative screening, good distance from core to perimeter and lack of
developed recreation facilities, this area provides a high oppor-
tunity for solitude and primitive recreation experiences.

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious
hazards are rare.

Availability

Resource Potential

Current patterns, types, and amounts of recreation use are not
expected to change significantly in the near future, regardless of
the area's classification. The area's greatest recreation poten-
tial is to provide a primitive setting.

This large area is extremely diverse in terms of vegetative and
topographic features, contalning a wide wvariety of wildlife hab-
itats over almost a mile of vertical relief. Xey big game winter
ranges occur along Camas and lower Yellowjacket Creeks. The entire
area is utilized by summering mule deer and elk, but the northern
half has particularly high quality big game summer range and elk
calving areas., Mountain goats, black bear, mountain lion, and a
wide variety of small mammals and birds occur in this area.

Numerous small streams drain into the significant anadromous fish
habitat of the Middle Fork drainage., Several of these streams
provide habitat for small populations of resident trout. Fishing
use of the area streams is rated as light, with quality rated as
fair to good.

The area includes a wide range of water producing zones, as pre-
cipitation rates vary from 20 to 45 inches. Watershed conditions
are generally good throughout; however, naturally erosive velcanic
soils in much of the area results in high stream sedimentation
rates, Streamflow from the area contributes to tributaries of the
Middle Fork of the Salmon River, as well as Panther Creek.



4,

Much of the Camas Creek cattle and horse allotment is within the
roadless area; however, due to the rugged topography and small
amounts of suitable range in the roadless area portion, only a
small percentage of the 900 permitted AUM's on the allotment occur
within the roadless area, There are no structural range improve-
ments.

The proposed Dry Gulch-Forge Creek Research National Area is
partially within the roadless area, containing rare plants, water
falls and hot springs of ecological significance.

An estimated 199.3 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield of
2.9 million board feet.

The southwestern half of the area has a high hardrock mineral
potential for gold, silver, and fluorspar associated with the
volcanics of the Van Horn Cauldron complex, and portions have been
classified as prospectively valuable for geothermal resources., The
hardrock mineral potential of the northeastern half of the area is
unknown, but it has produced minor amounts of 1lead, zinc, and
silver In the past. There are currently no active mining opera-
tions within the area. Mining claim owners continue to do assess-
ment work, with some expanding their claim activity. There is no
known potential for other currently leasable minerals,

The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is considered high
along Camas Creek and low throughout the remainder of the unit,
Historic cultural resource potential is considered low.

This area includes eight trails totaling 29.3 miles, and nine roads
totaling 11.4 miles within the intrusion area. Part of the area

may be used for outfitter and guide purposes.

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is light,

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing
hazard of a2 major mountain pine beetle epidemic, especially in the
lower elevation lodgepole stands, However, many lodgepole stands
have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over stocking, Western
spruce budworm is periodically killing some of the understory
Douglas-fir, especially on the drier sites. Occasionally, the tops
of the larger trees are being killed. The Douglas-fir beetle
periodically kills small groups of the older, larger, Douglas-fir.

There are no private lands within the area.

Need

The Duck Peak Roadless Area is adjacent to a portion of the
Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness which receives light

use most of the year; during hunting season use is moderate to
heavy.



The Roadless Area is approximately 60 road miles from Salmon,
Idaho; 200 miles from Idaho Falls, TIdaho; and 190 miles from
Missoula, Montana.

Additional field investigations are needed to determine if the
habitat types and rare plants are components of a unique system.

During RARE T this area was inventoried as the Duck Peak Roadless
Area #287, The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage this area
for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion received
on this area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was against
further study for wildernmess., The area was not considered highly
controversial during RARE I,

The area was further evaluated in the Red Rock Peak Unit Land
Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP was to manage this
area for non-wildermess resource development. Public opinion was
for non-wilderness resource development., The wilderness/non-
wilderness issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process.

The area was not evaluated in RARE IT because of decisions reached
in the Red Rock Peak Unit Land Management Plan,

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewlston, Boise, and Idaho Fallg during August 1983.
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constiltuent letter
with four proposals, 1,e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Tdaho Wild-
life Federation proposal., TFollowing the hearings, Senator McClure
has received additional input from envirommental groups and the
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder-
ness and roadless management areas over the State, They did not
include this area in their proposal,

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wildernmess to all
wilderness, Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area, The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association,
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for Duck Peak
Roadless Area.

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate., The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State.

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idahc Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness,



The Duck Peak Roadless Area was not included in the TIFMA nor has it
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendations,
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan-
ning review of roadless lands.

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative.

Some resource activity would occur on about 25 percent of the area
which would preclude that portion of the area from consideration
for wilderness during the next plan revision. Mineral potential in
the southwestern half is high and is unknown in the northwestern
half, Timing of possible mineral development is not known but if
development should occur the area disturbed by mining and access
construction would be preciuded from further wilderness
consideration,

M No0o
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Effects of Wilderness/Nonwilderness Management Prescriptions

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE
(Acres)

Roadless Area 13518 Dueck Peak Forest Plan Alternative

Management
Prescraption 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

i0

11

TA Proposed
Wilderness 37,081 37,08t 37,081

Nonwilderness®

2A 48,062

2B 9,472 47,902 9,690
3A-5A 2,004

34-58 2,986 248

34-5C 37.837

3A-5E 2,238 596 9,909

ha 573 209 hoz A1
4p-1 10,231 10,949 10,629

SA 4,000 4,192 10,550

5B 5,319 7.262 7,111 133 432

5C 27,298 26,539 27,612

5E 1,399 1,579

* Refer to Alternative map for prescraiption description

38,057

3,482
2,017
5,235

48,791



TABLE B
IMPACTS ON WILDERNESS CILARACTFR

Roadless Area. 13518 Duclk Peak

WILDERNESS
CHARACTERISTICS ALT 1 AIT 2 ALT 3 ALT & ALT 5 ALT 6
Natural H .
Inteprity - H : .
*Apparent : . :
Naturalness H
. High Fairly hagh High Fairly high Fairly high . High
*Solitude .
Good : Some Good . Some Some Good
* opportunitiy I opportunity + opportunity opportunity opportunity opportun:ity
sPrimaitive . .
tRecreation : H *
’ Good Some Good Some Some : Good
opportunirty opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity t opportunity
Chalienging .
Experiences : M . ‘
* Little : Little Little Little Little ¢ Little .
or no or no * or no or no or ne or no :
: occurrence occurrence . occurrence occurrence accurrence gccurrence .
. h)
Special . B :
~Features : M H
: Limited Lrmited Limited Lamited Limited . Limited
H outstanding outstanding : outstanding outstanding outstanding outstanding
. . scenely scenery scenery scenery scenery . Scenery
WILDLRI'ESS
CHARACTERISTICS ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
*Natural
Integrity - B
Apparent : H
Haturalness . -
High High * High High High Haigh
Solitude H .
. Good Good Good Good Good Good
opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity * opportunity
Primitive .
Recreation . . .
Good . Good Good Good Good Good .
. opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opporturity opportunity M
Challenging
Experiences
Little Little Little Little . Lattle Little
. or no : or no or no or no or no or no
occurrence . pecurrence occurrence occurrence occurreice cccurrence
Special H
Features - H
' Limited Linited Limited Limited Limited t Limited
outstanding outstanding outstanding outstanding cutstanding outstanding
scenery . scenery scenery t scenery * scanery SCEnery
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Roadless Ares

TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AKD BTOIOGTCAL ENVIRONMENT

13518 Duck Peak

a4

ENVIRONMENT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT & ALT 5 AIT &
Potential Adverse
Effects on Soi1l . '
Productivity
Very slight Very slight None Very slight Yery slight None
Potent1al Effects
on Water Quality
Slightly Slightly None Slightly “ Slightly None -
adverse adverse adverge * adverse

Arr Quality

-

Heets class IIL

Meet;s class IX

Heets class IT feets class II

Heets class II

Meets class II

. state state . state . state state state
. . standards . standards . standards standards standards standards
.Potential Effects .
ton Flant
Communities : .
: Timber harvest Timber harvest Home Timber harvest Timber harvest  None
Wildlife Habitat
Capability - Elk * -
. Slight adverse Slight adverse Insignificant Slight adverse Slight adverse Insignificant
¢! 1mpact impact change impact mpact change
Potential Effects .
on Fish Habitat
Capability
Insignificant  $light adverse Imsagnificant S§light adverse Slight adverse Insignificant
change lmpact change impact impact change
ENVIRONMERT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Potential Adverse
Effects on So1l - B :
Productivity .
. Rone None None Very slaight Rone Very slight
Potential Effects
on Water Quality H
Hone . Rome Hone S5lightly Kone Slightly
adverse . adverse .

Air Qualiky

Heets class 1L.

Meets class II

Meets class I . Meets class II

Meets class II

Meets class I

.

state state state state state state
standards standards standards standards standards standards
Potential Effects '
on Plant H :
Cotmunrities H
Hone Hone None Timber harvest None Timber harvest
Wildlife Mabitat .
Capsbility - Elk .
Insignificant Insignifjcant Insignificant Slight adverse Insagnificant Slight adverse
change change change mpact change impact
Potential Effects
on Fish Habitat . ¢
Capability
Ineignificant  Insignifacant Insignlficant Slight adverse Insignificant Slight adverse
change change change mpact change impact
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

SHEEPEATER ROADLESS AREA
SATLMON NATIONAL FOREST #13520 - 31,954 Net Acres

Description

The Sheepeater Roadless Area lies approximately 30 air miles to the
northwest of Salmon, Idaho. Access to the area can be gained by
trails at the mouths of Owl Creek and Cove Creek, and near the Pine
Creek bridge on the Salmon River, Road access may be gained from
roads on Beartrap Ridge, Tincup Hill, and below Blue Nose Lookout.

The area is bounded on the north and northwest by a road along Long
Tom Ridge, Tincup Hill and Blue Nose; on the northeast by Forest
Road 043 and a timber sale and associated roads; on the south and
southeast by the Salmon River road; on the west bv the ridge
between East Butte Creek and Swamp Creek; and on the southwest by
the ridge between Ebenezer Creek and Owl Creek. The slopes along
the Salmon River and the lower reach of Owl Creek are steep (+70%)
with many rock outcroppings. The higher elevational country has
broad rounded ridges with slopes less than 30 percent to 40 per-
cent. The slopes into the major drainages are from 40 to &0
percent, Owl Creek and the East Fork of Owl Creek, along with
their tributaries, form the major drainages. FElevations are from
3,000 feet at the mouth of Owl Creek, to over 8,000 feet at
Beartrap Lookout. The bedrock is the granite of the Idaho
Batholith and the altered sediments of the Border Zonme. Soils
formed from these bedrocks range in texture from leoamy sands to
sandy loams. The vegetation on the south slopes is sagebrush and
grass, with scattered stands of ponderosa pime., The higher eleva-
tions and cooler slopes have Douglas~fir and lodgepole pine, The
ecosystems represented are western ponderocsa, western spruce-fir,
and grand fir/Douglas—fir.

Current uses include timber harvest, mining, and hunting (200 RVD's
in 1982), There are also portions of one horse allotment which
receives minimal use.

Seven intrusions were identified within the area during the inven—
tory process, These resulted from timber harvest activities from
sales in 1977, 1978, and 1980. Five of the impact areas are in the
0wl Creek drainage, one in Cover Creek, and one in Boulder Creek,

A total of 11,705 acres were impacted by these sales, The areas
impacted no longer meet roadless area criteria and will not be
considered further for wilderness. In addition, the sale in the
Boulder Creek drainage bisected one arm of the roadless area and
isolated a unit of less than 5000 acres. This area no longer meets
roadless area criteria and will not be considered further for
wilderness.

A sale was sold in the East Fork of Owl Creek in 1983 and another
sale is planned in the Sourdough-Wallace Creek area for 1985,



2.

From high vantage points the area appears to have undergone modifi-
cation, primarily through timber harvest activities., There are
pockets remaining where this modification would not be noticeable.

The area 1s surrounded by other areas of similar road and harvest
densities,

The scenery in this unit is considered common for the Salmon
National Forest, There are no special features or attractions,

Capability

Past timber activities and associated roading have resulted in an
impossible situation for the development of logical and manageable
boundaries. The boundary could not be expanded in any direction
due to existing roads. Deleting impacted acres would leave suffi-
cient acres to meet minimum size requirements, but these acres are
in long, narrow bands with no opportunity for manageable bound-
aries,

Past and current activities have a high influence on the area's
natural integrity. The duration of impacts will exceed 10 years,
and the areas of impact cannot be logicallv separated from the
remainder of the unit.

Natural appearance has been significantly Impacted. The impacts
are readily apparent to visitors,

The area has a low opportunity for solitude due to size, distance
from perimeter to core, and permanent intrusions,

The area has a low opportunity for primitive recreation, due to the
same factors as solitude plus the lack of diversity and the lack of
opportunity for challenging experiences.

Availability

Resource Potentials and Use

Recreation use at present is considered light and is primarily
related to hunting. Designation as wilderness would neither
restrict current use nor significantly increase use, due to the
lack of features or attractions in the area.

This extremely rugged area contains high quality mountain goat and
bighorn sheep habitat in the lower, or river breaks, zone. This
portion of the area also serves as winter range for those two
species plus mule deer and elk, Limited numbers of mule deer
summer throughout the entire area, and the upper elevations provide
summer elk hahitat. Habitat potential for mule deer and elk could
be improved in the northern portion by breaking up the homogeneous

C-294



lodgepole stands and creating quality forage openings. The lower
portion of the area is very near habitat potential for hig game,
and cover reduction would not be desirable,

Boulder Creek and Owl Creek drainages provide the only fish habitat
within the area. Boulder Creek contains a resident population of
cutthroat trout. Past mining activity has adversely influenced
habitat in the upper portion of the drainage. Owl Creek contains
both resident trout and anadromous steelhead trout. Habitat condi-
tion is good to excellent. Only a minor amount of fishing occurs
in Boulder Creek and quality would be rated as fair, Owl Creek
provides a moderate amount of good to excellent fishing. The
anadromous fish production potential is substantial,

The area is located within several drainages tributary to the main
Salmon River., Precipitation ranges from highs of 45 to 50 inches
in the headwaters along the Forest boundary, to approximately 15
inches adjacent to the Salmon River, The area is dominated by
granitic soils, which results in relatively high natural sediment
rates. Generally, watershed conditions are excellent, as is water
quality. Small scale mining actlvities have occurred 1n several
parts of the roadless area, however, watershed conditions are
stabilizing in most of these areas.

With the exception of a small amount of recreational horse use, the
area 1s not grazed by domestic livestock,

An estimated 128.2 million hoard feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated potential yield of 2.9
million bhoard feet.

Sheepeater Roadless Area has an undefined potential for gold and
molybdenum associated with Tertiary intrusive activity. There has
been minor past gold production and extensive exploration for
molybdenum, This area would require further study to adequately
assess hardrock mineral potential. There is no known potential for
currently leasable minerals, (Note private land in lower and upper
Owl Creek and Upper Spring Creek.)

The greatest potential for cultural resources and related research
occurs in a relatively narrow band adjacent to the Salmon River and
in major drainages. The bulk of the roadless area would be classi-
fied as having moderate potential.

The roadless area includes five System trails totalimg 32.1 miles,
11 roads totaling 19.0 miles, and 10 roads within the intrusion
totaling 27.4 miles, The area also includes several miles of
prospecting/mining access roads.

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is high in the area, with some fires reaching sizes
over 100 acres.
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Mountain Pine Beetle is present at endemic levels in some of the
lodgepole pine. Age and size conditions of the lodgepole pine,
coupled with the proximity of other lodgepole pine areas, increases
the potential for a major outbreak of the Mountain Pine Beetle.
There are endemic levels of Douglas-fir Beetles present in the
Douglas-fir and Western Pine Beetles in the ponderosa pine. Dwarf
mistleteoe is present in some widely scattered stands of lodgepole
pine and Douglas-fir.

The area includes four separate tracts of private lands (patented
mining claims) totaling 246 acres.

Need

The area is within three alr miles ¢f the Frank Church--River of No
Return Wilderness, Current use of the wilderness portion nearby is
considered extremely light outside of hunting season.

The area is located approximately 50 miles from Salmon, Idaho; 190
miles from Jdaho Falls, Idaho; and 140 miles from Missoula,
Montana.

Ecosystems found inthis area are represented throughout the Forest
and in the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness.

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Owl Creek #300,
Sheepeater #302, and Upper Owl #305 Roadless Areas. The decision
in the RARE T FEIS was to manage these areas for non-wilderness
resource development. Public opinion received on these areas
during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was divided. The areas
were not considered highly controversial during RARE I,

The Owl Creek, Sheepeater, and Upper Owl Creek areas were further
evaluated in the Beartrap-Dutchler Unit Land Management Plan (LMP).
The decision in the LMP was to manage the areas for non-wilderness
resource development, with a portion being managed in a roadless
condition. Again, public opinion was divided, But the wilder-
ness/non- wilderness issue was not highly controversial in the LMP
process.

The area was not evaluated in RARE II because of decisions made in
the Beartrap-Dutchler Land Management Plan.

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983.
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild-
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure
has received additional input from environmental groups and the
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans
made no special recommendations for this area. The Idaho Fish and
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both
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wilderness and roadless management, They did not make anv recom~
mendations on the area.

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness, Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area. The ldaho Mining Association, Tdaho Cattlemen's Associationm,
Qutdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the
Sheepeater Roadless Area,

Senator MeClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate

approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State.

Following introduction of the TFMA new and/for modified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Tdaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness.

The Sheepeater Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has
it been included in anvy of the additional or modified recommenda-
tions. The area was not considered controversial during the Forest
Planning review of roadless lands.

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative,

Predicted rescurce activities would preclude this area from further
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision.
Mineral potential is unknowm.



86¢-0

Effects of Wilderness/Non-wilderness Management Prescriptions

Roadless Area* 13520 Sheepeater

TABLE A

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST prLAN ALTERNATIVE

(Acres)?

Forest Plan Alternative

Management
Prescription

[

[
Ll

w
=4
-~

o

7A Proposed
Wilderness

Kon-wilderness®*

24

2B
JA-5B
3A-5D
3A~5E
4A
4B~1
5A
5B

5E

5F

20,811
3,823
7,206

114

10,838

837 391
525
31,117

* Refer tp Alternative map for prescription deseription.

572

31,382

31,954

30,966
1,213 632

30,741

356

12,143

17,066
2,232

513

19,492

8,766

2,576

1,120



Roadless Area

WILDERNESS

13520 Sheepeater

TABLE B

INPACTS OW WILDERNLSS CHARACTER

CHARACTERISTICS ALY 1 AlT 2 AIT 3 ALT & ALT 5§ ALT 6
Hatural M
Integrity = B .
JApparent . .
Maturalness
Low Low Low Low Low Low
*Solitude
f No tio Limited Yo Limited Linited
opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity
Primative
:Recreation :
: No . No Limited No Limited * Limited
: opportunity . Oopportunity opportunity opportunity opportunity . opportunily
.Challenging .
Experiences H H
Little - Little Little - Little Little Little .
or no * or ne or no or no * or no or no
H Qccurrence s Ooccurrence occurrence occurrence occurrence occurrence
Special . .
*Features : .
: : No identaified Wo i1dentirfred Ho :dentified No 1dentaified Ro 1dentified - Ho adentified
special special spacizl speclal special special
H . features features features features features features
WILDFRNESS N
CHARACTFRISTICS ALT 7 AIT § AIT 9 ALT 10 AT 11 ALT 12
Hatural
-Integrity -
Apparent .
Maturalness
Low Low Low Low Low Low
Solitude .
Yo Ho Lim:ted - Linited Limited Yo
opportunity opportunity epportunity opportunity opportunily opportunity
Primaitive .
Recreation : ‘
No Ho Limited Lim:ited Limited No
. opportunity opportunity opportunsity * opportunily + epportunity opportunity
3 :
Challenging . .
Exiperiences *
L:ttle Little Little Little Little Little
' or no ar no 0r no or no or no or no
pccurrence gccurrence ociurrence gccurrence ocCurrence pocurrence
Specaal -
Features .

o 1dentified
special
features

Yo i1dentified
special
features

Ho identifred
special
features

Ho identified
special
features

No i1dentified
special
features

to 1dentified
spectial
features




Roadless Area

TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON-WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AND BIOTOGICAL CHVIRONMENT

13520 Sheepeater

ENVIRONMENT ALT 1 ALT 2 ALT 3 ALT 4 ALT 5 ALT 6
Potential Adverse,.
Effects on Soirl . H
Productivaty H ’
Yery slight Slight . Hone Slight Slight Hone
Potentaal Effects -
on Water Quality . . .
. Slightly : Moderately Hone Hoderately Moderately Hone
adverse adverse adverse adverse

(TR

(TIETINY

Air Qualaitry
. . Meets class IT Meets class II  Meets clags I  Meets c¢lass II  Meets class IT  Meets elass II
: . gtate state . Btate . State state stakte H
standards . standards standards standards standards standards .
Potential Effects.
on Plant . H .
.Communities . M
+ Timber harvest Timber harvest Hone Timber harvest  Timber harvest HNone
Wildlife Habitat .
Capability - Elk
Slight ad- - Moderate; ad— 1 Insagnificent * Moderate ad-— Hoderste ad— Insagnificant
* verse impact verse 1mpact : change verse 1impact verse impact * change
Potential Effects .
on Fash Habitat .
Capability . M .
Insignifrcant Insignaficant . Insignificant Insrgnificant Insign:faicant Insignifaicant
change . change change change change change H
ENVIRONMENT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALT 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
Potential Adverse
Effects on Sorl
Productivity . .
. Very slight Very slaight None Very slight None Very slight
Potentizl Effects
on water Quality
. . Slighely Slightly Hone Sl:ightly None Slightly
adverse adverse adverse adverse

Air Qualaty

Meets class II

heets class IX

Meets class II

Meets class 1I

Meets class I

Meets class TI

state : state state state state state
gtandards * standards standards standards standards standards
Potential Effects
on Plapt .
Communities
Timber harvest Timber harvest hone Timber harvest None Timber harvest
Wildlife Habitat :
Capability - Elk : -
» Blight asdverse Slight agverse . Imsignificant Slight adverse Insignifacant Slight adverse
impact mnpact change lmpact change wmpact
Potential Effects
*on Fish Habaitat
Capability
Insignifrcant Tnsignmificant - Insigmaficant Imsignificant Insignificant Insignificant
change change change change change change

b e
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION

LONG TOM RCADLESS ARFA
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13521 -~ 21,633 Net Acres

Description

The Long Tom Roadless Area is approximately 35 air miles northwest
of Salmon, Idaho. Access to the area can be gained along the
Salmon River road, from the road aleong Long Tom ridge, and from the
road along the ridge to Corn Lake.

The area is bounded on the south and southwest by the Salmon River
road, on the north by the Corn Lake road, on the east by the Long
Tom ridge road, and is adjacent to the Frank Church-~-River of No
Return Wilderness on the northwest. The area is dissected by small
drainages that flow directly into the Salmon River. Wheat Creek,
Corn Creek, and Bear Basin Creek are the major drainages. The
slopes along the Salmon River are steep (+70%) and form a portion
of the Wild and Scenic River corridor. The higher country consists
of moderately dissected mountain slopes (20% to 60%). Elevations
range from 3,000 feet to over 8,000 feet. The steep slopes
adjacent to the Salmon River have numerous rock outcroppings and
near surface bedrock., The Border Zome rocks that have been altered
by the intrusion of the Idaho Batholith form the bedrock from which
the sandy loam textured soils have been formed, The vegetation on
the steep canyon slopes is a sagebrush and grass community., The
higher elevations are timbered with ponderosa pine, Douglas-fir,
lodgepole pine, and subalpine fir, Western ponderosa and grand
fir/Douglas—~ fir are the two ecosystems found in this area,

Current use would primarily be recreation related, and is mostly
hunting (100 RVD's in 1982). There is a small amount of mining
activity and timber harvesting along the edge of the roadless area.

Three intrusions were identified in the area during the inventory
process. These total 273 acres and are located near Corn Lake in
the northeast corner of the unit at the head of Corn Creek and in
the southeast part of the unit below Long Tom Lookout. These are
all road corridors (loops on existing roads) that were erroneously
inecluded in original inventories. Also, a timber sale was made in
the southeast corner of the unit in 1983 covering approximate-

ly 1194 acres and harvest activities have started. These areas no
longer meet roadless area criteria and will not be considered
further for wilderness.

No other activities are plamned in the area through current action
plans,

The area is essentially natural appearing,
The unit is bordered bv the Frank Church--~River of No Return

Wilderness on the west and north, the Salmon Wild and Scenic River
on the south, and a road corridor on the east.
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This unit contains outstanding scenery, particularly along the
Salmon River Breaks.

Capability
Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this unit.
Size is not a factor.

Man's activities have had no overall influence on the area's
natural integrity. The specific sites that have been impacted are
on the perimeter, and could easily be deleted. Most visitors would
find this unit to be apparently natural,

Due to size, proximity to existing wildermess, very good topo-
graphic screening, good vegetative screening, high diversity, good
distance from core to perimeter, and lack of developed recreation
facilities, this area provides a very high opportunity for solitude
and for primitive recreation experiences.

Opportunities for challenging experiences or enccountering serious
hazards are few and are related to the rugged terrain.

Availability

Resource Potentials and Use

Recreation use at present is considered very light and is hunting
related. Patterns of use or numbers of users are not likelv to be
affected by designation or non~designation of the area as wilder-
ness,

This extremely rough, rocky area contains approximately one mile of
vertical relief from the Salmon River up to Long Tom Mountain,

High quality summer and winter range areas for bighorn sheep and
mountain goats are present throughout the area., Elk and mule deer
are present vearlong., Black bear and mountain lion are abundant,

A wide variety of small birds and mammals ranging from blue grouse
to pika inhabit the area,

Only a minor amount of fish habitat is found within the area. Most
streams are small, with high channel gradients and boulder cobble
substrates. Corn Creek provides habitat for resident trout and a
minor amount of steelhead habitat in the extreme lower end.

Fishing pressure is very light, and quality would be fair.

The area contains several small stream drainages which are directly
tributary to the main Salmon River. Water yield in the area is
generally low, as annual precipitation averages 25 inches or less.
Soils in the area are dominated by granitics and result in general-
ly high natural sediment rates, however, water quality is usually
excellent throughout the entire area.
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With the exception of a moderate amount of recreational horse use,
the area is not grazed by domestic livestock. Most of the use by
horses occurs during the big game hunting seasons and is largely
confined to scattered riparian meadows and cpen parks.

An estimated 59.2 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield
of .9 million board feet.

This area has an undefined potential for cobalt and copper. The
Salmon Canyon Copper Mine (minor production) is located in the
extreme southeastern portion of the unit, This area would require
further study to adequately assess hardrock mineral potential,
There is no known potential for currently leasable minerals. The
area has an active mining operatiom.

There is a high potential for cultural resources and related
research in a band adjacent to the Salmon River, The remainder of
the unit has low potential,

This area includes two system trails totaling 8.8 miles, and one
system road totaling 1.0 miles. Part of the area is used for
Outfitter and Guide purposes.

Management Considerations

Fire occurrence is high, with potential for large fires,

Mountain Pine Beetle is present in some of the lodgepole pine.
There is a potential for a major outbreak of Mountain Pine Beetle
in the unit due to the age, size and location of the lodgepole
pine., Endemic levels of Douglas~fir Beetle are present in the
Douglas-fir, and endemic levels of Western Pine Beetle in the
ponderosa pine. Dwarf mistletoe is present in some widely scat-
tered stands of lodgepole pine and Douglas—fir.

There are no private lands within the area.
Need

The unit lies adjacent to the Frank Church—-River of No Return
Wilderness. Use in the adjacent portion of the wilderness is
considered light and is related primarily to hunting. The area is
approximately 50 miles from Salmon, Idaho; 190 miles from Idaho
Falls, Idaho; and 140 miles from Missoula, Montana.

The ecosystems found in this area are represented throughout the
Forest and in the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness.

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Long Tom Mountain

#298 Roadless Area. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage
this area for non-wilderness resource development, Puhlic opinion
received on the area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was
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divided, The area was not considered highly controversial during
RARE I,

The Long Tom Roadless Area was further evaluated in the Beartrap-
Dutchler Unit Land Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP
was to manage this area for non-wilderness resource development
with a portion of the area being managed in a roadless condition,
Again public opinion was divided, but the wilderness/non-wilderness
issue was not highly controversial in the IMP process,

This area was not evaluated in RARE TII because of decisions reached
in the Beartrap Dutchler Land Management Plan,

Senator McClure held "TIdaho Forest Management Act" hearings in
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983.
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter
with four proposals i.,e,, the Forest Service RARE II, Forest
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild-
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure
as received additional input from environmental groups and the
Governor of Idaho, The environmental groups and Governor Evans
made no special recommendations for this area. The Idaho Fish and
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder-
ness and roadless management areas over the state., They did not
make any special recommendation for the area.

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands,
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all
wilderness. ZETarth First! recommended wilderness for the entire
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association,
Outdoors Unlimited, TIdaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho
Trall Machine Association, Tdaho Forest Industries Council, and
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the Long
Tom Roadless Area.

Senator McClure has introduced the Tdaho Forest Management Act
(IFMA) in the Senate, The proposed legislation has unanimous
support from the Tdaho Congressional Delegation and would designate
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across
the State,

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or wmodified recommenda-
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness.

The Long Tom Recadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendations.
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan-
ning review of roadless lands.



Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12)

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the
preferred alternative.

No activities are predicted which would preclude consideration of
this area for wilderness during the next forest plan revision. The
area has unknown mineral potential,
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Effects of Wilderness/Nonwilderness Management
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Reoadless Area:

13521 Long Tom

TABLE B

IMPACTS OR WILDERNESS CHARACTER

WILDERNESS
CHARACTERISTICS ALT 1 ALT 2 AT 3 AIT &4 ALT 5 ALT 6
*Hatural - . H H .
tIntegrrty = H - : H . .
Apparent . : : ‘
tNaturalness H . H
: High : Hagh s High . High t High : High
:Solitude : H . . .
. » Good . Good 1 Cood . Good : Good * Good .
: opportunity * opportunity +» opportunaty opportunity “ opportunity opportunity
:Primitive H . H : H .
Recreation : H H . : .
: Good : Good + Good : Good : Good Good .
H i opportunity i opportunity . opportunaty : opportunity * gpportunity * opportunity *
Challenging . . . '
*Experiences H H H H :
H : Little 1 Little : Little Little ¢+ Little : Little :
H : or no t or no . or no t or no * or no or no t
. $ occurrence * oceurrence occurrence * occurrence ! pceurrence occurrence
tSpecial H H . . ' : .
.Features - - H : . :
: : Limited t Limited Limited * Limited t Limited Limikted
H : outstanding : outstandang . outstanding t outstanding : outstanding ¢ outstanding .
: * scenery . scenery . scenery : scenery ! §cenery . scenery
! y : —_
WILDFRMESS
CHARACTERISTICS AT 7 ALT & ALl 9 AIT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
tNatuzal : - . .
sIntegraty - : : B
sApparent . H H H i
:Naturalness . H :
H t Hagh : High * High High t High . High
.Solitude H H .
: . Good ¢ Good + Good Good + Good Good

. opportunity * opportunity : opportunity opportunity opportunily i Opportunity
Primrtrve . H H .
Recreation H : H . i :
H . Good Good + Good * Good 1 Good Good
. « opportunity epportunity + opportunity T oppertunity opportunity « Opportunity
: . :
:Challenging . : . .
«Experiences . H :

+ Little t Little + Little ¢ Little Little ¢+ Little
H i or no . or no or no or no i or no or no *
H accurrence + QCgurrence s ' otcurrence i ogeurrence occurrence occurrence
:8pecial : . . *
:Features H °

Limited . Limited + Limited 1 Limited . Limited Limited
{ outstanding 1 ocutstanding outstanding outstanding qutstanding outstanding
scenery : scenery scenery : scenery scenety * scenery
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Roadless Area

TABLE C

ENVIRONMENTAL CORSEQUENCES OF WILDERNESS/NON~WILDERNESS DESIGNATIONS ON
THE PHYSICAL AND BIOIOGI(AI CHVIRONMENT

13521 Long Tom

ENVIRORMENT ALT 1 ALT 2 A11 3 Al & AlT 5 ALT 6

Potential Adverse . H . .
Effects on So1l : H H H .
tProductivity H H . . H . .
H None . None None . Hone . None ¢ Hone :
sPotential Effects: : .
on Water Quality B H .

None Hone * None None None . Nome

4 A aa s

Air Quality H . H H ' .
. . Meets class IT Meets class II - Maets class IL * Meets class II : Meets class II  Meets class II
: state . state ; state : state t state state H
. standards : standards standards standards standards : standards .
:Potential Effects: H . : H '
tan Plant . .
Communities H * . . . . .
. None : None None ¢ None 1 Nome None :
tWildlife Habitat :
tCapabality -~ E1k : H : .
. Insignificant Insigmifjcant Insignificant Insignrficant Insignificant Insignifaicant
H change . change : change t change . change * change :
tPotential Effects. H : . H
on Fish Habitat 3 H H . H H ¢
Capability . H
H . Tomsignificant : Insignificant * Insagnificant ¢ Imsignificant Insagnificane Insignificant
: change change change : change » change change .
EHVIRONMENT ALT 7 ALT 8 ALl 9 ALT 10 ALT 11 ALT 12
tPotential Adverse . . .
Effects on So1l . . . B : .
Productivity . .
. None . None : None None bone ¥one
Potential Effects . B H
.on Water Qualaity : : H .

None : None : None Rone None + None H

e e

-

tArr Quality -

"

.

Heets class II.

Meets ¢lass II

Meets class II

Meets class II

Meets class IT

Meets class II

s

. state state state i state . state : state
standards * standards standards 1 standards + standards . standards

*Potential Effects: .

on Plant H H : H

Cormunities H H H :

H + None t None . None None « None None H

Wildlife Rabitat . t . .

Capability - EIk . . .
Insignificant . Imsignifjcant * Insignificant Insignificant Insignificant : Insaignificant 1
change change + change change change . change

.Potentizl Effects f i :

ton Fish Habitat H . t H H

:Capability . H . . H t

* Imsignificant . Imsigwificant Insignificant . Imsignificant Insignificant . Insagnificant @
change change change : change change change H
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