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I. INTRODUCTION 

The State of California and various environmental organizations claimed in 
a lawsuit (California vs. Bergland) that the Final EIS for the RARE II 
evaluation was legally flawed. On January 8. 1980. Judge Karlton of the 
U.S. District Court ruled that the RARE II Final EIS designation of 
certain roadless areas in California was legally inadequate. The RARE II 
Final EIS had designated National Forest roadless areas as either: (1) 
Recommended Wilderness, (2) Further Planning, or (3) Non-Wilderness. 
Areas designated for Further Planning were to be evaluated further in the 
Forest planning process. Areas recommended for Wilderness would remain 
unchanged in Forest planning alternatives. And areas designated as 
Non-Wilderness would be subject to other land and resource uses. 

The United States appealed the decision to the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, but this Court affirmed the District Court's decision on 
October 22. 1982. There ware no additional appeals. 

On February 1. 1983, John B. Crowell. Jr., Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture, announced that roadless areas previously studied for 
wilderness potential would be subject to reevaluation. This required 
revisions of the Land and Resource Management Planning Regulations for 
National Forest System lands. The proposed rule to revise 36 CFR 219.17. 
Wilderness Designation, appeared in the Federal Register on 
April 18. 1983, for public review and comment. The final ruling that 
roadless areas on Forest Service lands would be reevaluated became 
effective October 7, 1983. 

On March 9. 1983, R. Max Peterson, Chief of the Forest Service, issued 
field direction concerning management of roadless areas subject to 
reevaluation during the Forest planning process. Part of this direction 
was to involve public participation activities at the Forest level on 
roadless area reevaluation. 

On July 8. 1983. J. S. Tixxer. Regional Forester for the Intermountain 
Region. issued instructions to the Region IV Forests on methods to be used 
to initiate public involvement in roadless area reevaluations. The 
process would begin with the preparation of maps of roadless areas that 
had been inventoried either in RARE, RARE II, and/or unit plans, along 
with modifications that had occurred or had been planned since the last 
evaluation. Each roadless area also would be described as to its 
environmental, wilderness, and resource attributes. This information 
would be made available to federal, state, county, and local agencies; 
elected officials; public and private organizations; and the public, for 
review and comment during the later half of 1983. 

See Appendix A for a description of public involvement conducted in 
conjunction with the Forest's planning process. 

The Forest's Plan and DEIS were being developed when this change of 
direction was received. Thus, the various documents developed during the 
planning process were revised and the reevaluation of roadless areas has 
been incorporated into the applicable chapters of the DEIS. which is 
reflected in the Plan. 
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This Appendix includes site specific information used in the roadless area 
reevaluation. Thirty roadless areas on the Forest were inventoried. 
Impacts from resource development and road construction since the 1978 
RARE II inventory are reflected on the individual writeups and maps. 

'These inventoried roadless areas comprise about 47 percent of the land 
base administered by the Forest. 

Table C-l lists the roadless areas which were evaluated during the 
Forest's planning process. 

Table C-l 
AREAS IDENTIFIED AS ROADLESS OR ESSENTIALLY ROADLESS ON THE 

SALMON NATIONAL FOREST 

Acres not Net Roadless 
Total Meeting Acres on 

Code Area Name Acres RA Criteria Salmon NF 

13901 
13902 
13903 
13903a 
13941 
13942 
13943 
13944 
13945 
13946 
13501 
13504 
13504a 
13505 
13506 
13507 
13508 
13509 
13509a 
13510 
13511 
13512 
13513 
13514 
13515 
13516 
13517 
13518 
13520 

Camas Creek* 
Taylor Mountain* 
Lemhi Range* 
Goldbug Ridge 
Blue Joint Mtn.* 
Anderson Mtn.* 
West Big Hole* 
Goat Mountain* 
Italian Peak* 
Allan Mountain* 
Napoleon Ridge 
West Panther Cr. 
South Panther 
McEleny 
Jureano 
Haystack Mtn. 
Phelan 
Deep Creak 
South Deep Creek 
Jesse Creek 
Perreau Creek 
Agency Creek 
Sal Mountain 
Little Horse 
Napias 
Oreana 
Musgrove 
Duck Peak 
Sheepeater 

35,876 849 
49,911 1,631 

159.856 6.358 
15,305 3,791 

490 0 
18.577 296 
83,118 2.000 
36,954 1.466 
57,363 7,034 
51.672 691 
60.431 10.248 
39,338 3,223 

6,710 0 
5,727 2.065 

32,956 7.396 
12.661 411 
12,793 328 
16.230 10.913 
12,975 0 
20.643 4,482 
10.281 1,701 
10,771 5.081 
24,206 8,249 

7,620 0 
9.301 30 
7,835 429 

21,648 13,425 
53,363 4,572 

34,887 
48.280 

154,498 
11,514 

490 
18,120 
81,068 
35.488 
50.181 
50.981 
50.183 
36.064 

6.710 
3.608 

25.506 
12.118 
12;465 

5,265 
12.975 
16.161 

8,493 
5,690 

15,826 
7,620 
9,271 
7,406 
8,223 

48.791 
47,221 15,021 31,954 

13521 Long Tom 23.100 1.467 21.633 
Totals: 944.932 111,963 830,469 

* Roadless Area is contiguous with other Forests (see Table C-2). 
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Nine roadless areas are shared with adjacent Forests. Regional direction 
is that roadless areas will be studied and evaluated in their entirety in 
one Forest Plan/EIS. if they are located on two or more Forests. The 
Regional Forester also assigned lead reevaluation responsibility for 
roadless areas administered by more than one Forest. The following is a 
list of the nine shared roadless areas, the acreage on the Forest and the 
adjacent Forests, the identity of the involved adjacent Forests, and the 
Forest assigned the lead responsibility. 

Table C-2 - Roadless Areas from Table C-l that are Contiguous with other 

Code 

13901 

13902 

13903 

13941 

13942 

13943 

Forests. 

Area Name 

Camas Creek 

Taylor Mountain 

Lemhi Range 

Blue Joint Mtn. 

Anderson Mtn. 

West Big Hole 

13944 Goat Mountain 

13945 Italian Peak 

13946 Allan Mountain 

Forests 

Salmon 
Challis 

Salmon 
Challis 

Salmon 
Challis 

Salmon 
Bitterroot 

Salmon 
Beaverhead 

Salmon 
Beaverhead 

Salmon 
Beaverhead 

Salmon 
Beaverhead 
Targhee 

Salmon 
Bitterroot 

Net Acres Lead Forest 

34,887 Challis 
63.949 
98,836 

48.280 
14,940 
63.220 

153.498 Salmon 
149;629 
303.127 

65,370 
65,860 

18,120 
30,331 
48,451 

81.068 Beaverhead 
130,710 
211.778 

35,488 
9,454 

44,942 

50.181 
91.277 

146.300 
287.758 

50.981 Bitterroot 
102;286 
153.267 

Salmon 

Bitterroot 

Beaverhead 

Beaverhead 

Beaverhead 
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II. ROADLESS AREA DESCRIPTIONS, CONDITIONS, AND/OR POTENTIALS 

The inventoried roadless areas described herein are included in at least 
one of the DEIS Forest Planning Alternatives. When there were feasible 
boundary adjustments which better reflected the emphasis of an 
alternative, the modified area also was included in one or more of the 
DEIS alternatives described in Chapter II. 

The following format was used to describe and evaluate each roadless area: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

Description (location, geography, vegetation, current uses, special 
attractions). 

Capability (wilderness characteristics, such as integrity, 
naturalness, solitude, opportunities for primitive recreation and 
challenging experiences, and any special features). Possible 
boundary modifications also are discussed. 

Availability (the area's known resources and existing and potential 
uses). 

Need (proximity to designated wilderness, congressional and public 
interest in the area for wilderness, and other expressions of need). 

The effects of wilderness/nonwilderness designations for the roadless 
area, including: 

1. Management prescriptions by Alternatives. 

2. Effects of Alternatives on the areas wxlderness character. 

3. Environmental consequences of wilderness/nonwllderness 
designations on the physical and biological environment. 

A map showing (1) inventoried boundaries, (2) boundary adjustments, 
made to delete developed areas identified since the RARE II 
inventory. and (3) lands with commercial timber that have been 
proposed for harvest. 
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CAMAS CREEK 

ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

No. 6-901 Challis National Forest 
No. 13-901 Salmon National Forest 

(Formerly RARE II Area No. 4-202; also includes part of past RARE I Area No. 
288) 

Challis Acres: 63,949 
Salmon Acres: 34,887 

98,836 

The area is approximately 35 air miles southwest of Salmon, Idaho and 7 air 
miles northwest of Challis, Idaho. The area is bounded on the west by the 
Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness, on the northwest by the Silver 
Creek Road (108), on the northeast by the Panther Creek Road (055), and on the 
north by an area that has been roaded for removal of timber. 

The Silver Creek Roadless Area (RARE II 288), which was a part of the Red Rock 
Peak Planning Unit, has been included with the Camas Creek RARE II Area Number 
04202. A portion of the Silver Creek area, the Black Mountain Management 
Unit, was recommended for roadless area management in the unit plan. A large 
part of the western portion of the original RARE II Area 04202 was included in 
the Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness. 

Access to the area can be gained from the roads along Silver Creek, Panther 
Creek, Morgan Creek, Challis Creek and Camas Creek. 

The area is dissected by numerous drainages flowing into Panther Creek, Silver 
Creek, Camas Creek, Morgan Creek and Challis Creek. Elevations range from 
approximately 5,200 feet on Silver Creek to 10,196 feet on East Twin Peak. 
The topography ranges from gentle slopes of benches and bottomlands to near 
vertical headwalls in cirque basins. Much of the high country above 7,000 
feet has been glaciated, with lakes formed in the glacial cirque basins. This 
high country is typical of alpine glaciated country. Average annual 
precipitation is in the 15 to 20 inch range. The majority of the 
precipitation occurs as snow, and spring and fall rains. Temperatures range 
from summer highs of 80 to 90 degrees at the Lower elevations to winter lows 
of 35 degrees below zero at the higher elevations. Acidic volcanic rocks form 
the bedrock for much of the area. Soils derived from this bedrock have a 
loamy sand to sandy texture. Quartzite is the parent material for some of the 
loamy sand textured soils. 

Much of the area is covered by lodgepole pine and Douglas fir. Subalpine fir 
occurs in the higher elevations. Ponderosa pine occurs on some of the warmer 
sites. Scattered throughout the Lower elevations are patches of sage and 
grass. The ecosystem found in the area is western spruce-fir and grand fir- 
Douglas fir. 

Current recreation uses include hunting, fishing, backpacking, and horseback 
riding. Use is estimated at approximately 6,700 Recreation Visitor Days. A 
portlon of the area is currently grazed by Livestock where approximately 2,800 
Animal Unit Months grazing "se takes place annually. 
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The area is separated by road corridors from roadless area #06004 on the 
Challis National Forest, roadless area #L3902 on the Challis amd Salmon 
National Forests, and #13518 on the Salmon National Forest. It is bordered by 
a roaded area on the north and is contiguous with the Frank Church River of No 
Return Wilderness on the west. Area attractions include scenics, anadromous 
fish spawning streams, and big game, including elk, deer, bear, bighorn sheep, 
goats, and cougar. 

Capability 

The area's east side is bordered by improved roads and timber sales, some of 
which penetrate the unit; the west side follows the wilderness boundary. 
Several four-wheel drive roads exist in the unit. In much of the unit, steep 
terrain makes access difficult. Administration of this unit is shared between 
the Challis and Salmon National Forests. 

One option to manage the Camas Creek drainage would be to add it to the Frank 
Church River of No Return Wilderness. The eastern boundary is very 
unmanageable due to road intrusions and timber sales. Any adjustments would 
cross numerous drainages and would be very unmanageable. 

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for the northern part of 
the unit. A boundary change could be made along the north edge to delete 
intrusions related to mining. 

There are no special features in the area. Some portions of the unit have a 
lack of visual features on which to orient oneself. Extended back country 
trips by foot or horse are possible. The unit is large enough, even if 
reduced substantially to elimminate intrusions, to qualify and be managed as 
wilderness. 

Table B addresses the natural integrity of the unit, and the opportunities for 
solitude, primitive recreation, and challenging experiences. 

Availability 

Recreation activities consist of hunting, fishing, backpacking, trail riding, 
and trailbike use. Most recreation use occurs during the fall hunting 
season. Patterns, types, and amounts of recreation use are not expected to 
significantly change in the near future. The area's greatest recreation 
potential is for primitive recreation activities. Current use is 
significantly below present capacity. 

A Large portion of the area has good vegetative diversity, providing classic 
high elevation big game summer habitat. Elk, bighorn sheep, and mule deer are 
found in this ares, as are black bear and many species of small birds and 
mammals. Spruce grouse are particularly abundant. The area also contains 
important big game winter habitat. There is good potential for big game 
population increases within existing habitat. 
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Several Lakes provide excellent habitat for resident trout, and others have 
t&z potential to support fish but have not been stocked. Most streams are 
characterized as small, high gradient headwaters. The lower reaches most 
likely support small numbers of fish. Streams In the Castle Creek, Furnace 
Creek, and Silver Creek drainges influence anadromous fish production in Camas 
and Silver Creeks. Most of the fishing opportunity in the area 1s provided by 
high mountain lakes. 

The area is located within tributaries of the Middle Fork and main Salmon 
Rivers. The predominant geology of the area is volcanic and is highly 
erosive. This results in high sedimentation rates in streams during spring 
runoff. The area produces a moderate water yield, resulting from 
precipitation levels as high as 40 inches a year in Localized areas. There is 
potential to improve water quality in Localized areas through sediment 
reduction and streambank stabilization. 

Portions of the Camas Creek, Eddy Creek, and Morgan Creek-Prairie Basin cattle 
and horse allotments are within the roadless area. About 2,800 Animal Unit 
Months (AUM) grazing use are permitted on this roadless area. With the 
exception of a few heavy use sites, much of the suitable range is in good 
condition. There are numerous structural range improvements withln the 
roadless area portlon of the allotment. There is potential to improve range 
conditions and increase grazing use by about 200 AUMs with additional 
development and continued intensive management. 

There are an estimated 370 million board feet (MBF) of sawtimber volume 
growing within the unit, with an estimated annual potential yield of 3.9 
million board feet per year without other resource considerations. Extensive 
high cost reading through steep terrain would be required to support this 

I harvest level. Annual harvest would be further reduced when constraints by 
other resources were applied. 

Intrusions which might alter the roadless area boundary include timber 
activities and roads near Van Horn Creek, Annie Rooney Creek, Lick Creek, 
White Valley Creek, and Panther Creek. There are also roads in the Pats 
Creek, Alder Creek, and Spruce Gulch Lake areas. 

Two intrusions totaling 849 acres were identified within the inventoried 
boundaries. One is a mining related access road which provides access to 
mining claims north of Arrastra Creek. The other resulted from timber sale 
activities in the northeast corner of the area. The areas directly impacted 
by these activities no longer meet roadless area criteria and those portions 
of the roadless area will not be consldered further for wilderness. 

Until access in the Challis National Forest is expanded, only small areas can 
be commercially logged. These areas include a 1984 proposed timber sale of 
200 MBF at Van Horn Creek, a 1987 proposed timber sale of 500 MBF near upper 
Blowfly, and possible post and pole sales. There is a proposal for a 1.6 
million board feet timber sale to be sold in Fiscal Year 1985 near Silver 
Creek on the Salmon National Forest. 

The hardrock mineral potential of the northern part of the area was rated high 
in the RARE II evaluation. Subsequent work by the U.S. Geological Survey has 
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reaffirmed this rating. Past mineral production from the area includes gold 
and silver. In addition, there is a high potential for gold, silver, and 
fluorspar associated with volcanic rocks of the Twin Peak and Van Horn Peak 
Cauldron Complexes. There are three patented mining claims in the area. The 
rest of the area is believed to have little potential for mineral 
development. There is little potential for leasable minerals such as oil and 
gas. 

Several prehistoric archeological sites have been identified and more are 
likely to be found in the roadless area. More information is needed to 
determine the significance of the archeological resource in the area. There 
are some mine structures located at the north edge of the unit that may have 
historical interest. 

There are several system trails in the area. Many of these need increased 
levels of maintenance. A large portion of the area is used by outfitters and 
guides, specifically during the big game hunting season. 

There have been several man caused and lightning fires during the last 
decade. Most of these were very small; however, fuels and large acreages of 
old growth timber provide potential far large wildfires. There is potential 
for using prescribed fire to improve 11vestock range and wlldllfe habitat. 

The Douglas fir in several parts of the area has been repeatedly defoliated by 
western spruce budworm. Budworm periodically reduces Douglas fir growth and 
kills understory seedlings and saplings. There are endemic levels of mountain 
pine beetle, and Douglas fir beetles in the area. The mountain pine beetle 
appears to be increasing in the lodgepole pine and a major outbreak is a 
future possibility. 

This area includes 79.8 acres of private land (patented mining claims) in 
Arrastra Creek and 60 acres of private land near the mouth of Eddy Creek. The 
Eddy Creek property could be excluded by a slight boundary modification. 

Need 

The roadless area is contiguous to the Frank Church River of No Return 
Wilderness. In the wilderness, the majority of existing uses is associated 
with the Middle Fork of the Salmon River, the Bighorn Crags, and the Soldier 
Lakes area. Outside of these areas, recreation and hunting use are relatively 
light and are well below existing capacity. 

The area is within one day's travel from the population centers of Missoula, 
Idaho Falls, Pocatello, Twin Falls, and Boise. The existing Selway, Frank 
Church River of No Return, Sawtooth and Gospel Hump Wildernesses are also a 
relatively short drive from these population centers, and currently provide 
them with wilderness recreation opportunities. 

The western spruce-fir forest ecosystem has been identified as one needing 
representation in the national wilderness system; it is included and 
adequately represented in the Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness. The 
Camas Creek roadless area does not represent any unique ecosystems. 

The area has potential for recovery of the endangered gray wolf. This area 
could serve as a buffer zone or travel corridor for colonizing wolves 
inhabiting the adjacent Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness. 
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During RARE I this area was inventoried as Silver Creek #288. Camas Creek 
#120, and Eddy Creek #137 Roadless Areas. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was 
to manage these areas for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion 
received on these areas during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was 
divided. The area was not considered highly controversial during RARE I. 

Other public involvement efforts, including RARE II and Senator McClure's 
hearing in 1983, showed only limited support for this area as a wilderness, 
with 35% in favor during RARE II and no serious consideration during the 
hearings. It was recormnended for wilderness by Idaho Environmental groups in 
their RARE II Idaho Citizens Alternative "We. 

The western portion of this original area, #04-202, was included as part of 
the original RARE II proposal to Congress. Through Congressional action 
creating the Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness, the western part was 
included in the wilderness, and the eastern portion was released to 
non-wilderness management. 

A portion of this roadless area (RARE I 6288 Silver Creek) was not part of the 
PARE II evaluation. It was evaluated in the Red Rock Peak Unit Plan (1975) 
where approximately 7,500 acres were to be managed for roadless recreation. 
The remaining area covered by the plan was to be managed for modified timber 
harvest and other uses. 

The present Camas Creek Roadless Area was not included in Senator McClure's 
Idaho Forest Management Act, nor has it been included in any of the additional 
or modified wilderness recommendations. The area “X3 not considered 
controversial during the Forest planning review of roadless Lands. 

The following numbers show the acreage adjustments since the RARE II inventory. 

Challis N.F. 74,673 Part of RARE II #004-202 
-10,724 Boundary adjustments for timber sales & 

intrusions 
63,949 Total Challis NF Roadless Acres 

Salmon N.F. 35,875 
- 988 Intrusions and private 

34,887 Total Salmon NF Roadless Acres 

98,949 Total Roadless Acreage 
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Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Salmon National Forest portion) 

This area is not proposed for wilderness designation in the preferred 
alternative on the Salmon National Forest portion. 

On the Salmon National Forest portion, no resource activities are 
predicted which would preclude consideration of this portion for 
wilderness during the next Forest Plan revision. Mineral potential on 
the Salmon National Forest portion is high. Timing of possible mineral 
development is not known, but if development should occur the area 
disturbed by mining and access construction would be precluded 
from further wilderness consideration. 

The entire roadless area is evaluated in Appendix C of the Challis 
National Forest's Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The Salmon 
National Forest's preferred alternative is a recommendation until the 
final decision is approved in the Challis National Forest's Final 
Environmental Impact Statement. 
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TAYLOR MOUNTAIN 
ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

No. 06-902 Challis National Forest (Formerly RARE II No. 4-502) 
NO. 13-902 Salmon National Forest (Formerly RARE II No. 4-502) 

Challis Acres: 14.940 
Salmon Acres: 48;i80 

63,220 

Description 

The Taylor Mountarn Roadless Area is approximately 16 air miles southwest of 
Salmon, Idaho. The area is bounded on the southwest by the Panther Creek Road 
(0551, and on the northeast by the Copper Creek-Swan Peak Road (099). The 
east boundary cuts across the Iron Creek and Hat Creek drainages. The west 
boundary cuts across the Iron Creek and Hat Creek drainages. The west 
boundary cuts across the drainages of Opal Creek, Moyer Creek, Salt Creek, and 
Woodtick Creek. Access to the area can be galned from roads along Panther 
Creek, Moyer Creek, and Copper Creek, from the Salmon River Mountarn road to 
Iron Lake, and from roads in the Hat Creek and Iron Creek drainages. 

Dissected by the headwaters of Moyer Creek, Woodtick Creek, Hat Creek, and 
Iron Creek, elevations' of the area range from 5,500 feet along Panther Creek 
to over 9,000 feet at Taylor Mountain. Low elevation slopes are between 20 
and 50 percent. Mid-elevation slopes are from 50 to 70 percent, and the upper 
elevation slopes are up to and over 70 percent. Much of the country above 
7,000 feet is typxal of alpine glacicated topography, with lakes formed in 
ttie cirque basins. Rains occurrIng in the sprng and fall, together with 
winter snows, brings average annual precipitation to 40 inches. Summer highs 
of 80 to 90 degrees are contrasted by winter lows of 35 degrees below zero. 

Challis volcanic bedrock OR the lower elevations forms loamy clay to clay-like 
loam textured soils. Higher elevatron quartzite bedrock forms the loamy sand 
textured soils. 

Much of the mid to high elevational country is covered vnth stands of Douglas 
fir, lodgepole pine, with some subalpine fir at the higher elevations. The 
vegetation on the lower slopes is sagebrush and grass, with scattered stands 
of Douglas fir. The ecosystems occurring in this area are sagebrush steppe, 
grand fir/Douglas fir, and western spruce fir. 

Recreation uses estimated at 2,700 recreation visitor days in 1982 include 
hunting, fishing, backpacking, and horseback riding. 

The area contains man-made elements such as fences, water developments, and 
terracing. 

Taylor Mountain is separated from roadless area 901 on its western boundary by 
the Morgan Creek/Panther Creek road corridor and is bordered on the north and 
east boundarres by lands of the Challis and Salmon Natronal Forests. The 
southern boundary abuts against BLM administered lands. 

The highly scenic Hat Creek Lakes area in the southern portion of the area 
receives the heaviest use. 
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Capability 

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this unit. Roadless 
Area size is not a factor, existing and proposed intrusions related to timber 
harvest could easrly be deleted by boundary changes. 

Table B addresses the natural integrity of the unit, and the opportunities for 
solitude, primitive recreation, and challenging experiences. 

Availability 

Patterns, types, and amounts of recreation use are not expected to change, 
tegardless of the classification of the unit. The greatest potential for 
recreation opportunities occurs in the vicinity of the Hat Creek Lakes. 

This area contains both key elk summer and winter range for the 200-250 
animals in the Moyer Creek elk herd. Mule deer and black bear are commonly 
observed, and mountain goats are present within the area. The cover forage 
ratio on the upper portion of the Moyer Creek drainage is heavy to cover, thus 
big game habitat quality is below optimum. 

There are several lakes within this area that provide sultable habitat for 
resident trout. One lake contains a population of Arctic grayling which are 
unique and found in only one other area on the Salmon National Forest. 
Several streams within the area provide habitat for trout. Habitat conditions 
within the lakes and streams are generally excellent. Fishing use in the 
lakes is moderate to light. Opal Lake and the Hat Creek Lakes receive the 
major portion of recreational use. The quality of lake fishing is excellent. 
Stream use is light and quality is fair. 

The area lres within the headwaters of several streams tributary to Panther 
Creek, as well as the headwaters of two large drainages which are directly 
tributary to the Maln Salmon River. Landforms in much of the area are typical 
of glaciated terrain and several small glacial lakes are found in the area. 
Water yield is moderate in the area. Watershed conditions in the area are 
generally excellent, as is water quality. 

Portions of five cattle and horse grazing allotments occur within the boundary 
of the roadless area, including Deer-Iron, Hat Creek, Morgan Creek-Prairie 
Basin, Forney, and Williams basin-Napias Creek. Approximately 3,000 animal 
unit months of use are permitted within the boundary of the roadless area. 
Fifteen water developments and 18.4 miles of fence are witin the boundary. 
The majority of the suitable range is rated as good , with small amounts of 
excellent, fair, and poor condition range. 

An estimated 122 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock volume within 
the area have an estimated potential annual yield of 1.6 milllon board feet 
per year. 

This potential timber harvest would be reduced due to constraints by other 
resource needs, such as wildlife habitat, watershed, recreation, etc., and due 
to the cost of harvesting timber on steep slopes, the marginal quality of the 
sawtimber and the high cost of road access. 

There is an existing intrusion on the northern boundary of the unit resulting 
from timber sales in 1972 and 1976, which harvested approximately two milllon 
board feet of timber from within the area. A small intrusion exists in the 
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southwest resulting from a small lodgepole pine timber sale in 1978. Two 
small intrusions on the eastern border are a result of timber harvest in 1965 
that yap erroneously included in the original roadless area review. The final 
acreage calculated for this roadless unit was adjusted to exclude these 
intrusions. A timber sale of approximately six million board feet is planned 
for Fiscal Year 1985 in the northern portion. 

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated as moderate in the RARE 
II evaluation. Subsequent work by the U.S. Geological Survey puts this idea 
into a high potential category. There has been no mineral production from 
this area; however, mining claim owners are continuing assessment work. There 
is a high potential for gold and silver deposits associated with the volcanics 
of the Van Horn Peak cauldron complex. The Blackbird cobalt-copper trend 
p&ses through the northernmost portion of the area. There is no known 
potential for currently leasable minerals. 

Little is known about the existence of prehistoric cultural resources. The 
potential would be considered moderate in major drainage bottoms and along the 
Salmon River Mountain road, and low elsewhere. The potential for the 
existence of historic cultural resources is unknown, though the Thunder 
Mountain Trail (mining related) passes along the north edge of this unit. 

This area includes seven system trails for a total of 18.9 miles, and two 
system roads within intrusion areas for a total of 5.3 miles. There also is 
0.6 mile of non-system road, and a Special Use Ditch permit of 0.5 mile within 
the intrusion area. Part of the area has prevrously been (but is not now) 
under permit for outfitter/guide purposes. 

Management Considerations 

Fire cxcurrence is light in the area. 

The area is predominantly a lodgepole pine type. There was a mountain pine 
beetle epidemic in the lodgepole pine and whitebark pine about 50 years ago, 
and conditions are developing which favor another outbreak. Douglas fir 
stands in Little Hat Creek are deteriorating due to dwarf mistletoe. 

There are no private lands within the area. 

Need 

The Taylor Mountain Roadless Area is located approximately 12 air miles from 
the Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness. The portion of the wilderness 
nearest this area generally receives light use. 

The roadless area is located approximately 25 road miles from Salmon, Idaho, 
165 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho, and 155 miles from Mxssoula, Montana. 

During RARE I, this area was inventoried as the Hat Creek #309, Moyer Peak 
#278, and Table Mountain #140 Roadless Areas. The decision in the RARE I FEIS 
was to manage these areas for non-wilderness resource development. Public 
opinion received on these areas during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was 
divided. The area was not consIdered highly controversial during RARE I. 
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The Hat Creek #309, Moyer Peak R278. and Table Mountain #140 Roadless Areas 
were inventoried and evaluated in RARE II as the Taylor Mountain i/04-502 
Roadless Areas. The decision in the RARE II FEIS was to manage these lands 
for non-wilderness resource development. The public opinion was for non- 
wilderness uses for the area. The wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not 
highly controversial. 

The area does not appear to represent any unique ecosystems. 

During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wilderness Act 
establishing the River of No Return Wilderness (Public Law 996-312 - July 23, 
1980), the House/Senate Joint Committee in consideration of 5.2009 did express 
an opinion on page PS-9 of their Conference Report that the area will "remain 
subject to sustained yield multiple use management under the statutes and 
regulations generally applicable to all non-wilderness National Forest system 
lands". 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in Coeur d'Alene, 
Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. Prior to these meetings, 
the Senator sent out a constituent letter with four proposals, i.e., the 
Forest Service RARE II, Forest Industries, other commodity user gropps, and 
the 1979 Idaho Wildlife Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator 
McClure has received additional input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The envIronmenta groups and Governor Evans have included 
these areas in their wilderness proposals. The Idaho Fish and Game Commission 
provided input to Governor Evans for both wilderness and roadless management 
areas over the State. They did not include this area in their proposal. 
Additional input from individuals favored either wilderness or non-wilderness 
designation for this roadless unit. 

The following numbers show acreage adjustments made since the RARE II 
inventory for the Challis National Forest. 

17,480 RARE II acreage 
16,941 Acreage recalculation 
-2,001 Timber sale intrusions 
14,940 Present roadless acreage 

For the Salmon National Forest the adjustments made since RARE II are: 

48,105 RARE II acreage 
49,911 Acreage recalculation 
-1,631 Intrusions 
48,280 Present roadless acreage 
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Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Salmon National Forest portion) 

This area is not proposed for wilderness designation in the preferred 
alternative. 

Some resource activities would occur on about 25 percent of the area 
which would preclude those portions where activities occurred from 
consideration for wilderness during the next Plan revision. Most of the 
unit will retain its wilderness attributes and be available for 
wilderness evaluation during the next Plan revision. Mineral potential 
is 10". 
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Total 12,553 23.174 23.174 35,727 35.727 50,667 63,220 
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LEMHI RANGE 

ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

No. 06-903 Challis National Forest (Formerly RARE I 4-503 
No. 13-903 Salmon Natmnal Forest (Formerly RARE I 4-503) 

Challis Acres: 149,629 
Salmon Acres: 153,498 

303,127 

Description 

The northern portion of the area is approximately 15 air miles south of 
Salmon, Idaho, and 20 air miles east of Challis, Idaho. The area continues in 
a southeasterly direction for a distance of 45 miles. This area Lies within 
the Challis and Salmon National Forests. The area extends for approximately 
50 miles along the Lemhi Mountain Range, and varies from three to ten miles 
wide. Except for a large area in Hayden Creek-Mill Creek, and smaller areas 
in Big Eightmile Creek and Little Timber Creek, the east boundary generally 
follows the Salmon Forest boundary. The west boundary generally follows the 
Challis Forest boundary. Access to the area can be gained via Forest roads 
originatzng in the Lemhi and Pahsimeroi Valleys. 

The area is dissected by numerous small streams that drain into the Lemhi and 
Pahsimeroi Rivers. The streams in the northern portion drain into the Main 
Salmon River. Elevations range from 5,000 feet to 11,300 feet. The area is 
in the northern extension of the basin and range topography found in Utah and 
Nevada. The range trends northwest-southest. Much of the high country has 
been glaciated and Lakes have formed in the glacial cirque basins at the heads 
of many of the major drainages. The high country is typical of alpine 
glaciated country. Barren, rocky peaks and ridges occur throughout the area. 
Annual precipitation ranges from 15 to 25 inches, most of which occurs as 
SDOW. Temperatures range from summer highs of 80 to 90 degrees, and winter 
lows of 45 degrees below zero. Granites, quartzites, limestones, and volcanic 
rocks form the bedrock from which the soils are formed. The soil textures 
range from loamy sands to loamy clays. Lodgepole pine, Douglas fir, and 
subalpine fir are the tree species that occur in the area. sage-grass 
communities are interspersed throughout the area. This area is classified as 
a western spruce-fir ecosystem type. 

Current uses include Livestock grazing, minerals exploration, firewood 
harvest, and recreation users which include hunting, fishing, backpacking, 
horseback riding, and trailbike riding. US.2 was estimated at 20,100 
Recreation Visitor Days in 1982. 

The unit is substantially natural appearing. 

Practically the entire area is a special attraction due to the outstanding 
scenery provided by the Lemhi Range. Several unconfirmed sightings in 1976-78 
indicate the probable presence of the gray wolf. Mountain goat and bighorn 
sheep are also found in the area. 
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Capability 

The roadless area boundary generally follows the Forest boundaries. These 
boundaries do not follow natural topographical features. Logical and 
manageable boundaries could be developed but would require eliminating large 
acreages from the roadless area. The effects of existing intrusions could be 
mitigated by boundary changes. Size is not a factor with this unit as it is 
over 300,000 acres. 

Table B addresses the natural integrity of the unit-, and the opportunities for 
solitude, primitive recreation, and challenging experiences. 

The Idaho Natural Area Coordinating Committee has recommended Federal 
Threatened status for a plant (Cymopterus donglassii) found in the proposed 
Sheep Mountain Research Natural Area, whxh is in this roadless area. 

Availability 

Resource Potentials and Use 

Patterns, types, and amounts of recreation use could be expected to change 
should this unit be designated wilderness. Current motorized u.se.s would be 
banned. The amount of use would increase slightly with the added interest of 
designated wilderness. The area contains outstanding scenery and excellent 
opportunities for hunting and fishing, all of which would become better known 
with the increased publicity accompanying designation. 

This portion of the LemhL Range is a large area with excellent vegetative and 
topographic diversity. Low timber productivity and ruggedness h,-.ve combined 
to keep the area roadless and big game numbers reflect this condition. Key 
summer big game habitat in the form of abundant meadows and large blocks of 
dense lodgepole pine-subalpine fir timber exists throughout this area. Elk 
numbers are particularly high. Goats are common along the crest of the area. 
Excellent black bear habitat and populations exist in the major canyons and 
lower timber fringe areas. Antelope inhabit the lower elevation sagebrush 
slopes in the area and key big game winter range is present in the lower 
elevations of several major drainages. A wide variety of small birds and 
mammals ranging from sage grouse to snowshoe hares inhabit the area. 

Numerous lakes and streams provide habitat for fish. Habitat conditions 
within the lake are excellent. One lake provides habitat for Arctic grayling 
which is found in only one other area on the Forest. Many of the streams 
support fish populations. The major resource coordination need at present is 
between livestock grazing and riparian management. Fishing use on the lakes 
is moderate to light with Basin, Bear Valley, and Buck Lakes receiving the 
most use. Fishing quality in the lakes is excellent. Fishing use of the 
streams is generally light. Big Timber Creek receives the heaviest use and 
supports the highest quality fishing. Fishing quality on area streams ranges 
from fair to excellent. 

The area contains headwaters of many moderate sized parallel drainages, which 
are tributary to the Lemhi River along the east, the Pahsimeroi River along 
the west, and to the Salmon River on the north. Precipitation amounts range 
from low to moderate throughout the area. Much of the water yield is used 



extensively for irrigation on downstream ranches. Many of the headwaters are 
in glaciated basins and contain small basin lakes. Watershed conditions are 
generally excellent, as is the quality of water produced. 

There are portions of two sheep and goat, and 15 cattle and horse allotments 
within the roadless area. Sheep and goat allotments include Flat Iron and 
Gilmore. The two sheep allotments are currently grazed by 2,000 sheep and 
contribute approximately 800 Aniaml Unit Months (AUM) of livestock use. The 
majority of the suitable sheep range is classified as fair. The Gilmore sheep 
allotment is expected to be converted to cattle use in 1984, resulting in a 
decrease of 1200 sheep contributing 687 AUMs of use on the sheep allotments. 
Upon conversion, all sheep use will be within the roadless area. The fifteen 
cattle allotments are grazed by approximately 4,370 cattle and contributed 
approximately 9,920 AUMs of livestock use within the roadless area. Cattle 
use will be increased by about 300 AUMs with the conversion of the Gilmore 
allotment from sheep use. Range condition on the suitable cattle range is 
approximately 10 percent-excellent, 40 percent-fair, and 10 percent-poor. 
Range improvements within the roadless area boundary amount to 31 water 
developments, 82.4 miles of fence, and one stock bridge on McKim Creek. 

Two proposed research natural areas (RNA), 
within the roadless area and 

Mill Lake and Bear :Valley, are 
a third proposed RNA, Sheep Mountain, is 

partially within the roadless area. Due to the large size and diversity of 
the roadless area, it is likely there are other areas of ecological 
significance. 

There is an estimated 526 million board feet (MBF) of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the unit with an estimated potential annual yield of 
approximately 3.3 MMBF per year. This potential annual timber yield would be 
reduced due to the cost of roads and constraints by other resource needs, such 
as visuals, wildlife habitat, recreation, watershed, etc. 

One intrusion in the extreme north unit resulted from a 1978 timber sale which 
harvested 1 million board feet from within the unit. Portions of the 
intrusions in the Hayden Creek area are a result of timber harvest in 1960 to 
1970 which were erroneously included in the original roadless area review. An 
additional estimated 1 million board feet was harvested from these areas in 
two timber sales in 1974 and 1977. Approximately 1 million board feet were 
harvested from a 1971 timber sale in the Big Timber drainage. There has been 
a significant amount of post, pole, and firewood harvest along the Allison 
Creek Road. Timber sales are proposed in 1984 in the Mill Creek area for 2.3 
million board feet, which will result in approximately 4.6 miles of roads. In 
1985 a timber sale in the Big Eightmile Creek are for 1.5 million board feet 
will result in approximately 2.7 miles of roads, In 1986, a timber sale in 
the Hayden Creek area for 1.5 million board feet will result in approximately 
four miles of roads. In addition, a 1 million board feet sale is proposed in 
the Alder Creek area, a 100,000 board feet sale in Cow Creek for 1987, and a 
300,000 board feet sale in Sagebrush Creek and a 1.5 million board feet sale 
is proposed in the Basin Creek area for 1988. The latter sales are not shown 
on the map due to lack of definite information as to their final locations. 

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated as high in the RARE II 
evaluation. There is no new data to modify the original RARE II rating. 
Mineral productlon of record includes gold, silver, copper, lead, zinc, and 
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molybdenum. There is one producing mine within the roadless area boundaries. 
There are also a number of patented mining claims. Mining claim owners 
continue to do assessment work in this roadless area, with some expanding 
their claim activity. The area currently contains no active mining 
operations. Roads in Ennis Gulch, Fred and Mary Draw, and Allison Creek 
access mining claims and mineral exploration activity. There are lands 
prospectively valuable for geothermal resources in the northern portion of the 
area. There is currently one pending geothermal lease application for 640 
acres in the Warm Springs Creek drainage. Oil and gas potential for the area 
varies from none to moderate. There are currently six pending oil and gas 
lease applxations and eight oil and gas leases within the area. There is no 
potential for other currently leasable minerals. 

Numerous prehistoric and historic cultural resources are known to exist in 
this unit. It is likely that several of the historic sites would warrant 
further investigation for their suitability for inclusion on the National 
Register. 

There are several mining access roads within the area. Dairy Lake, Mill 
I Creek, and Basin Lake are under Special Use Permit for irrigation water 

storage purposes. Parts of the area are used by four Outfitter and Guide 
permittees. 

Management Considerations 

Known fire occurrence is light in the area. Understory fuels are generally 
sparse and there is little potential for large fires. 

i' 1' 
Western spruce budworm is periodically killing understory Douglas fir 
seedlings and saplings and occasionally killing the tops of larger trees in 
portions of the area. The larger diameter stands of lodgepole at lower 
elevations run the risk of another mountain pine beetle epidemic. Dwarf 
mistletoe is common in lodgepole pine. 

The area includes 12 tracts of private land totaling 2,088 acres. 

Need 

The nearest existing wilderness is the F C - River of No Return Wilderness 
located approximately 90 road miles to the west. Use throughout that 
wilderness area ranges from high to low, depending on the particular 
location. Use generally has not exceeded capacity, however. 

The Lemhi Range roadless area is located approximately 30 miles from Salmon, 
Idaho, 110 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho, and 160 miles from Missoula, Montana. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Lemhl Range #293, and Goldbug 
Ridge #308 roadless areas. The decxsion in the RARE I FEIS was to manage 
these areas for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion received 
on the areas during RARE I, wilderness/nonwilderness, was divided. The area 
was not considered highly controversial durrng RARE I. 
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The Goldburg Ridge Roadless Area /I308 was further evaluated in the Twelvemile 
Unit Land Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP was to manage this 
area for non-wilderness resource development with a portion of the area being 
managed in a roadless condition. Again, public opinion was divided, but the 
wilderness/nonwrlderness issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process. 

The Lemhi Range Roadless Area a308 was further evaluated in the Twelvemile 
Unit Land Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP was to manage this 
area for non-wilderness resource development with a portion of the area being 
managed in a roadless condition. Again, public opinion was divided, but the 
wilderness/non-wilderness issue WEiS not highly controversial in the LMP 
process. 

The Lemhi Range Roadless Area #293, Mogg Mountain #123, Big Creek #117, and 
Firebox 8139 were inventoried and evaluated in RARE II as the Lemhi Range 
#04503. During the evaluation, the area was "split" into two units - East and 
West. The decision in the RARE II FEIS for the eastern unit was for non- 
wilderness resource management and further planning for the western unit. 
However, during the Carter Administration, the RARE II recommendations were 
reviewed, and the further planning recommendation was changed to a wilder- 
ness recommendation. During RARE II, public opinion was again divided but the 
wilderness/non-wilderness issue because highly controversial. The 
environmental groups included the area for wilderness in their RARE II Idaho 
Citizens' Alternative "WI'. The environmental groups have strongly supported 
the Carter Administration recommendation for 168,456 acres of wilderness. 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Mangement Act" hearings in Coeur d'Alene, 
Lewiston, Boise, end Idaho Falls during August 1983. Prior to these meetings, 
the Senator sent out a constituent letter with four proposals, i.e., the 
Forest Service RARE II, Forest Industries, other commodity user groups, and 
the 1979 Idaho Wilderness Federation proposal. Following the hearings, 
Senator McClure has received additional input from the environmental groups 
and the Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups have recommended 
wilderness for approximately 180,000 acres on the "North Lemhis". Governor 
Evans recommended roadless management for 280,660 acres on the "West Lemhl" 
area (the RARE II Forest Service Further Planning recommendation with no 
boundary adjustments for manageability). 

The Idaho Fish and Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both 
wilderness and roadless management areas over the State. They did not make 
any recommendations on the Lemhi Range. 

This roadless area serves to contribute to stream and river water quality 
maintenance. As a result of this river quality, a salmonid fishery is 
sustained. This fishery is a part of an integral food chain which ultimately 
supports the endangered bald eagle as well as other unlisted mammalian and 
avian predators. 

Public opinion continues to be divided on this area and the wilderness/non- 
wilderness/roadless management issue is considered highly controversial on the 
Lemhi Range Roadless Areas. 
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The following numbers show adjustments made since the RARE II inventory for 
the Challis National Forest. 

146,950 RARE II acreage 
150,743 Acreage recalculation 

-1,114 Timber sale intrusion 
149,629 Present roadless acreage 

For the Salmon National Forest the adjustments made since RARE II are: 

193,480 RARE II acreage &/ 
159,856 Acreage recalculation 

-6,358 Intrusions 
153,498 Present 

Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Salmon National Forest portion) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the preferred 
alternative. 

Natural integrity will be impacted slightly in certain areas by wildlife 
habitat and range improvements. No other resource activities are 
predicted which would preclude this area from consideration for 
wilderness during the next Plan revision. Mineral potential is high. 
Timing of possible mineral development is not known, but if development 
should occur, the area disturbed by mining and access construction would 
be precluded from further wilderness consjderation. 

L/ This acreage mcludes the area now designated as Roadless Area 13903a 
Goldbug Ridge. 
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Effects 

TABLE A 
MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE 

(ncres) 

13903 Forest PIa” .urernatiw 
Roadless Area 06903 ~ernh~ mnge (compatible CtmlllS NF Alternatlvee are in parentheses 

Management 
Prescrlptlo” 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 (preferred) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (6) (5) (9) (8) (11) 
Salmon NP 
7A Proposed 
WllderneSS 76,749 84.424 

Che.llLS NF 
Proposed 

Wlldcrness 93.000 

Total 169.749 84.424 

? Sa1mo" IiP 
z 

NonWllderneS6= 

2A 
a-1 
28 

3A-58 
3.4-v 2,844 

4A 

48-l 3,060 1.776 
40-3 6.660 
50 32,003 
50 33,450 21,434 

5E 24,367 
5P 
a.4 6,368 13.861 

Challis NP 
~onw~lderness 21 56.629 149,629 

102.844 102.844 72,144 102,844 128,938 128,938 153.498 

149.629 149,629 149.629 

252,473 102,844 72,144 102,844 128,938 278,561 303.1~/ 

9.526 149.821 

38.145 

948 

2.834 2.709 15 

16.887 107.944 

21.139 40,534 

519 
2.893 9.704 2.311 2.195 

115 

1.577 4,441 1,005 
1,868 922 

7,137 6,191 8,589 2.552 

18.506 21.043 

28,595 7.870 
20,598 1.401 

4.826 7.750 

282 159 28.104 

71.272 
10.466 

4.242 

3,479 

16.375 
18,008 

1,552 

149,629 149,629 149.629 149.629 
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

GOLDBUG RIDGE ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST 8139038 -- 11,514 Net Acres 

1. Description 

During the Forest Planning initial review of inventoried roadless lands, 
the Goldbug Ridge Roadless Area #13903A was included in the Lemhi Range 
Roadless Area 1113903. Recent public and in-service reviews of RARE II 
areas have identified existing roads on Long Ridge and in upper Copper and 
Warm Spring Creeks. This road system has created a roadless area not 
contiguous,with the rest of the Lemhi Range Roadless Area and is now being 
evaluated as a separate roadless area. 

The Goldbug Ridge Roadless Area is approximately 15 air miles south of 
Salmon. Idaho, and 20 air miles east of Challis, Idaho. The western 
boundary follows the Forest boundary. The eastern boundary follows the 
ridge between Twelvemile Creek and the main Salmon River tributaries of 
Dummy, Briney. and Second Creeks. crosses the head of Meadow Creek, then 
crosses the upper Warm Spring Creek drainage to the Forest boundary. The 
southern boundary follows Long Ridge in the Phantom. Creek area. Access to 
the Goldbug Ridge Roadless Area can be gained via roads and trails in 
Twelvemile, Warm Spring, Poison, and Phantom Creeks. 

The roadless area is dissected by numerous small streams that drain into 
the Salmon River. Elevations range from 5000 feet to over 9300 feet at 
Poison Peak. The area is the northern extension of the basin and range 
topography found in Utah and Nevada. The high country does not have the 
evidence of alpine glaciation that is typical of the area to the south. 
The topography is more subdued with broad rounded ridges. Annual 
precipitation ranges from 15 to 25 inches, most of which occurs as snow. 
Temperatures range from summer highs of 80 to 90 degrees to wintertime lows 
of -40 degrees. Quartzites, limestones, and volcanic rocks form the 
bedrock. Soil textures range from loamy sands to loamy clays. Lodgepole 
pine, Douglas-fir. and subalpine fir are the tree species. Sagebrush and 
grass are interspersed throughout the area. The ecosystems are western 
spruce-fir and sagebrush. 

Three intrusions were identified within the inventory boundary. One is 
timber related and located along Goldbug Ridge on the north end of the 
roadless area. The other two are minrng and ORV related road corridors up 
Poison Creek and Phantom Creek on the southwest. southern and southeastern 
portion of the area. The area directly impacted by these activities 
total 3,791 acres which no longer meet roadless area criteria and will not 
be considered further for wilderness. No additional activities are 
currently planned in the remaining area. 

Current uses include grazing. minerals, exploration, and recreatun uses 
primarily related to big game hunting, fishing, backpacking, horseback 
riding, trailbike riding. and use of natural hot springs. use was 
estimated at 1200 RVD's in 1982. 

The area is essentially natural appearing. 
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horseback riding, trailbike riding , and use of natural hot sprtngs. 
Use was estimated at 1200 RVD's in 1982. 

The area is essentially natural appearing. 

The hot spring pools located in Warm Spring Creek are a significant 
special attraction. 

2. Capability 

Logical and manageable boundaries could easily be developed for 
this unit. Size is not a factor. 

There has been a very low influence of man on the natural integrity 
of most of the area. A few trails dissect the area. 

Visitors would find this unit to be apparently natural. 

Due to moderate size, very good topographic screening, good vegeta- 
tive screening, good diversity, and lack of developed recreation 
facilities, the area offers a high opportunity for solitude and for 
primitive recreation experiences. 

The area offers few opportunities for challenging experiences or 
encountering serious hazards. 

3. Availabilitv 

Patterns, types and amounts of recreation use are not expected to 
significantly change regardless of classification. Current high 
use of the hot springs will continue. 

The Goldbug Ridge area is a large area with excellent vegetative 
and topographic diversity. Low timber productivity and ruggedness 
have combined to keep the area roadless, and big game numbers 
reflect this condition. Key summer elk and mule deer habitat in 
the form of abundant meadows and large blocks of dense lodgepole 
pine - subalpine fir timber exists throughout this area. Elk 
numbers are particularly high. Mountain goats are found along the 
crest of the area and bighorn sheep are occasionally observed 
throughout. Excellent black bear habitat and populations exjst in 
the major canyons and fringes of lower elevation timber. Antelope 
inhabit the lower elevation sagebrush slopes in the area, and key 
big game winter range is present in the lower elevations of several 
major drainages. A wide variety of small birds and mammals ranging 
from sage grouse to snowshoe hares inhabit the area. 

This area contains two streams supporting populations of resident 
trout. Fish production is verv high because of the limestone 
parent materials in the drainage. Habitats have been influenced by 
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grazing and ORV use of the area. Fishing use is light to moderate 
with quality being good to excellent. 

The area contains headwaters of several moderate sized drainages 
which are tributary to the main Salmon River. Much of the water 
yield is used for irrigation on ranches in the Salmon River valley. 
Watershed conditions are generally excellent as is the quality of 
water produced. 

Portions of two cattle and horse allotments are within the roadless 
area. The two allotments are grazed by 633 cattle and produce 
approximately 2214 ADM's of livestock use. Range conditions are 
mostly good and fair with a small amount of poor condition range. 
Range improvements within the roadless area boundary amount to 6 
water developments, 10.3 miles of fence, and 1 stock bridge. 

An estimated 37 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated potential annual yield of 
approximately 0.25 million board feet per year. 

The area has moderate to high potential for silver. 

There are lands prospectively valuable for geothermal resources on 
the western edge of this area. There is currentlv one pending 
geothermal lease application within the area. Oil and gas poten- 
tial of the area is low. There is no potential for other currently 
leasable minerals. There is one BPA-identified potential power 
corridor through the area. 

Little is known about the existence of prehistoric or historic 
cultural resources in the area. The potential for prehistoric 
sites would be considered moderate in the vicinity of the hot 
springs pools. 

Management Considerations 

Known fire occurrence is very light in the area. Under-story fuels 
are generally sparse and there is little potential for large fires. 

Western spruce budworm periodically kills understory Douglas-fir 
seedlings and saplings, and occasionally kills the tops of larger 
trees in portions of the area. The stands of large diameter 
lodgepole at lower elevations run the risk of a mountain pine 
beetle epidemic. Dwarf mistletoe is common in lodgepole pine. 

4. Need 

The nearest existing wilderness is the Frank Church--River of No 
Return Wilderness, located approximately 80 road miles to the west. 
Use of that wilderness ranges from high to low, depending on the 
particular location. Use generally has not exceeded capacity, 
however. 
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The Goldbug Ridge Roadless Area is approximately 20 miles from 
Salmon, Idaho; 110 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and, 160 miles 
from Missoula, Montana. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Goldbug Ridge #308 
roadless area. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage this 
area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion 
received on the area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was 
divided. The area was not considered highly controversial during 
FARE I. 

The Goldbug Ridge Roadless Area #308 was further evaluated in the 
Twelvemile unit Land Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the 
LMP was to manage this area for non-wilderness resource develop- 
ment, with the area south and west of Twelvemile Creek managed in a 
roadless condition. Again public opinion was divided but the 
wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not highly controversial in the 
LMP process. 

The Goldbug Ridge Roadless Area a308 was not inventoried in RARE II 
because of decisions reached in the Twelvemile Land Management 
Plan. 

The area does not contain any ecosystems determined from RARE II to 
be in need of representation in the wilderness system. 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur dIAlen@, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings, the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, Other Commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
received additional input from the environmental groups for approx- 
imately 180,000 acres on the "North Lemhis." 

A small portion of this acreage is actuallv within the Goldbug 
Ridge Roadless Area. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for Goldbug 
Ridge Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. The Goldbug Ridge Roadless Area was not included in the 
IFMA. 
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Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The Idaho Wildlands Defense Coalition recommendation remained 
at 180,000 acres for the Lemhi Range which included part of Goldbug 
Ridge. No other recommendations were specific for Goldbug Ridge. 

The Goldbug Ridge Roadless Area was considered slightlv controver- 
sial during the Forest Plan review of roadless lands. 

Preferred Alternative Recommendation 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

No activities are predicted which would preclude consideration of 
this area for wilderness during the next Forest Plan revision. 
Mineral potential for silver is moderate to high. Timing of 
possible development of the minerals resource is not known, but if 
development should occur, the areas disturbed by mining and access 
construction would be precluded from further wilderness 
consideration. 
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ROADLESS ARPA EVALUATION 

BLUE JOINT ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #I3941 
BITTERROOT NATIONAL FOREST #01941 

This entire roadless area is evaluated in Appendix C of the Bitterroot 
National Forest Draft Environmental Impact Statement. That evaluation 
is reproduced on the following pages. 
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II. B LUE JOINT ROADLESS AREA 

This area is identified by number 01941 (Bitterroot Forest) and 13941 (Salmon 
Forest). Roadless area acreage is: 

nal Forest Gr ss Acres 
605,370 

.&et Acres 
Bitterroot 65,370 
Salmon 490 490 
Total 65,860 65,860 

A. Descriotipn 

The roadless area is located in the Bitterroot Mountains in southwestern Ravalli 
County in western Montana with a small portion in Lemhi County, Idaho. 
Hamilton, Montana, is about 45 air miles to the north and Salmon, Idaho, is 40 
air miles to the south. Access is provided at many points along the boundary by 
Forest roads which tie in with U.S. Highway 93, some 20 miles to the northeast. 
Within the area, a network of eight trails provides access along major drainages 
and ridgetops. 

Blue Joint is a triangular-shaped area running 13 miles north and south and 
ranging in width from 4 to 13 miles. The west side borders the Frank 
Church-River of No Return Wilderness in Idaho for about 1'7 miles. The rest of 
the area is defined by roads; primarily the West Fork Road and extensions from 
it. The Nes Perce Road defines the northern boundary separating this area from 
the adjacent Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness and contiguous roadless lands. 
Likewise, the Reynolds Lake Road defines the southern boundary, separating the 
area from that portion of the Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness in the 
headwaters of Reynolds Creek. Seventy-five percent of the boundary is 
well-defined by topographic features such as ridgetops or streams, and the 
remainder is at midslope above roads and/or timber harvest. 

Elevations range from 4,900 to 8,600 feet. The area is generally a high, 
mountainous region with 50 percent of the area over 7,000 feet. Razorback Ridge 
and Razorback Mountain, dominant features, divide the area into northwest and 
southeast portions. Blue Joint Creek, by far the largest stream, drains the 
northwestern segment; and Chicken, Deer, and West Creeks drain the southeast. 
Stream bottoms are generally narrow with sideslopes rising steeply to narrow 
ridges. Slopes on more than one-half of the area are in excess of 60 percent, 
thereby confining most use to stream bottoms or ridgetops. 

The area is forested except for the unique large meadows in the headwaters of 
Deer and Blue Joints Creeks and dry, south-facing slopes. At higher elevations 
rock rubble and grassy balds are common. Tree species are predominantly 
Douglas-fir and ponderosa pine on the warmer, lower elevation sites and 
lodgepole pine on oooler sites at midslope. Near the top of the higher ridges, 
whitebark pine is a dominant species. Ground cover is primarily pine grass, 
snowberry, and ninebark at lower elevations and beargrass or grouse whortleberry 
on higher, cooler sites. 

In the Blue Joint drainage, forest fires in the late 1800's burned over most of 
the area. Today, small lodgepole pine stands cover this portion contrasting 
with the rest of the area. 
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B. usis of W&Q.rness Suits&.&&y 

1. Wilderness Attributes 

a. Watural Integrity and Appearance 

Activities that have significantly altered natural processes are minimal and 
just inside the eastern and southeastern boundaries. These include all or 
portions of seven timber sale cutting units totaling about 170 acres and 3 
miles of associated access roads. The boundary could be defined to exclude 
these impacts. There is a 3/4-mile fire road in the extreme headwaters of Blue 
Joint Creek, and about 1 mile of dozer trail in lower Blue Joint Creek. 

These impacts are readily apparent to any visitor when onsite; however, the 
remainder of the area appears natural. The roads have permanently altered 
natural processes, but cutting units will recover to nearly natural conditions 
in 20-30 years. 

b. Opportunities for Solitude 

The northwest portion of the area is entirely enclosed by high ridges and 
provides outstanding solitude. This feeling is enhanced by the many miles of 
wilderness to the west and south. No development can be seen or heard. 

Solitude is somewhat lower in the southeast portion. About 2 miles of road in 
Deer Creek, outside the area, form a roaded intrusion into the headwaters of 
that drainage. Distant views include roads and timber sale activity just 
outside the area. 

Civilization appears close at hand along the northern and eastern boundaries 
and from that portion within Woods Creek. About 40 percent of the area 
provides outstanding opportunities for solitude, another 40 percent provides 
high to moderate opportunities, and 20 percent provides low opportunities. 

C. Primitive Recreation Opportunities 

These include hiking, big- and small-game hunting, fishing, and viewing a 
moderate diversity of vegetation and wildlife. 

d. Other Features 

Significant scenic attractions include two prominent landmarks, meadows in the 
upper reaches of Blue Joint and Deer Creeks, and wide panoramas viewed from the 
major divides. The landmarks are Castle Rook, the remnant of a volcanic plug, 
and a natural rook arch east of the confluence of Jack the Ripper and Blue 
Joint Creeks. Parts of the Southern Nes Perce Indian Trail traverse the 
Montana/Idaho ridge and Bare Cone Lookout is in the northern portion of the 
area. Several archeological sites are associated with the trail. 
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2. Manageability and Boundaries 

RARE II area A1941 comprises the roadless area. The following adjustment in 
net acres has taken place since the RARE II inventory: 

---National Forest--- Total 
Adiustment m Salmon .!+cEa 
RARE II inventory 126,500 19,905 146,405 
Added to wilderness (P.L. 96-312) -65,100 -19,415 -85,005 
Land added to inventory -- 
Refined acreage calculation +3,970 i-3970 
Current inventory 65,370 +4go 65,860 

Approximately 85,000 acres have been designated wilderness (P.L.96~312, 
establishing the Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness). Boundary 
decisions excluded two parcels in Idaho from wilderness. These are contiguous 
with the Congressionally designated Blue Joint Wilderness Study Area (P.L. 
95-150) in Montana and will be further evaluated for wilderness/nonwilderness 
uses in that process. 

The Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness is about 2,230,OOO acres, 
bordering the west side of this area for about 17 miles. Boundaries are 
well-defined by topography along 75 percent of the perimeter. The remainder 
would be difficult to describe and locate on-the-ground since it is midslope, 
either passing through or lying immediately above roads and development. Roads 
and timber harvest in Coal Creek and Woods Creek would not be realistic to 
manage as wilderness. Eliminating these impacts would remove about 4,000 acres 
from consideration as wilderness and would place boundaries on recognizable 
topographic features. The area could be managed as an addition to the Frank 
Church-River of No Return or as a separate wilderness. 

A large core area composed of the Blue Joint drainage (45 percent of the area) 
with exceptional wilderness characteristics has been identified. It is 
entirely enclosed by high ridgetops which effectively screen out off-area 
evidence of civilization. Another 15 percent in the upper reaches of Deer and 
Chicken Creeks has high wilderness characteristics but is less effectively 
screened from off-area impacts. The above boundary adjustment enhance the 
area's naturalness and solitude and retains most of the highest primitive 
recreation attributes and special features. Solitude is also enhanced by the 
adjoining wilderness. The adjustment also removes much of the better timber 
producing lands that are the most physically suited for development, and 
nonconforming uses and development. Most areas of high mineral potential 
cannot be separated without seriously eroding wilderness characteristics. 

The area is entirely National Forest. Nonconforming uses consist of a manor 
amount of trailbiking, chain saws for clearing trails, and firewood cutting by 
hunters and campers. There are no contractual agreements or known statutory 
rights, and no oil/gas leases. 
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C. &&&bQitv for Wilder- 

1. Resource Potential and Use 
Table C-6 
Blue Joint RoadLess Area Resource Potential and Use 

Category Unit 
--------Forest--------- 
Bitterroot Salmon Total 

Gross area 
Net area 
Recreation 

Primitive 
Semiprim. nonmotor. 
Semiprim. motor. 
Roaded natural 

Wildlife habitat 
Elk & deer 

Summer range 
Winter range 

Rocky mountain goat 
Bighorn sheep 

Fisheries streams 
Lakes 
Fisheries lakes 
Water developments 
Range 

Current use 
Suitable rangeland 
Current allotments 
Other suitable 

Timber 
Tentatively suitable 
Standing volume 

Corridors 
Existing/potential 

Mineral potential 
Very high 
High 
Moderate 
Low 
Mming claims 

Oil & gas potential 
Very high 
High 
Moderate 
Low 
Leases 
Leased area 

Acres 65,370 
Acres 65,370 

65,860 
65,860 

RVD's 
RVD's 
RVD's 
RVD's 

0 
0 

1,300 

490 
490 

0 
0 
0 

100 

0 
0 

1,300 
300 

Acres 60,919 490 
Acres 4,451 0 
Acres 400 0 
Acres 2,000 0 
Miles 51 0 
Number 0 0 
Acres 0 0 
Number 0 0 

62,409 
4,451 

400 
2.000 

51 
0 
0 
0 

AUM's 130 0 130 
Acres 1,172 0 1,172 
Number 1 0 1 
Acres 0 0 0 

Acres 43,662 427 44,089 
MMBF 409.4 1.2 410.6 

Number 1 1 

Acres 0 
Acres 26,413 
Acres 37,477 
Acres 1,480 
Number 15 

490 
0 

0 
26,413 
37,477 

1,970 
15 

Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Number 
Acres 

0 
0 
0 

65,370 
0 
0 

0 
0 

49: 
0 
0 

0 
0 

65,86Z 
0 
0 
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2. Selected Resource Values 

a. Recreation 

Current use is very light consisting primarily of big-game hunting but also 
includes day hiking, wildlife viewing, horseback riding, camping, and fishing. 
Major attractions include trails and campsites along the several larger streams 
and meadows. The State Line and Razorback Ridge Trails provide varied alpine 
scenery near the crests. 

b. Wildlife 

Wildlife includes elk, mule deer, bighorn sheep, moose, black bears, mountain 
lions, wolverines, pileated woodpeckers, golden eagles, hawks, ravens, blue 
ruffed and Franklin grouse, cutthroat, dolly varden, and brook trout, and a host 
of smaller animals and birds. 

A unique wildlife resource is the bighorn sheep herd believed to be genetically 
pure, a rarity in the contiguous 48 States. Sheep use is concentrated along the 
northern boundary in the vicinity of Castle Rock, where rocky sections are used 
for lambing. This herd also inhabits the Selway-Bitterroot roadless area and 
the Selway Bitterroot Wilderness area to the north. 

o. Water 

This is a relatively high water-producing area. Stream runoff is estimated at 
85,000 acre-feet/year, much of which is stored behlnd Painted Rocks Dam for 
irrigation and to maintain instream flows on the lower Bitterroot River. There 
are no structures, diversions, or ditches wlthin the area. 

d. Livestock 

Approximately 130 animal unit months of grazing occur in meadows bordering the 
upper reaches of Deer and Blue Joint Creeks. 

e. Ecology 

Varied topography, aspect, elevation and precipitation contribute towards a 
moderate diversity of ecosystems. The area is on the fringes of the 
Selway-Bitterroot ecosystem which has been identified by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service as a possible grizzly bear recovery area. &n&gmQD lemhien 
IS considered vulnerable to extinction and may be present (Bosworth, 1984). 

f. Timber 

About 44,000 acres, 65 percent of the area, is tentatively suitable for timber 
production. Unsuitable lands are concentrated at the highest elevations along 
the state lme, Razorback Ridge, and south-to west-facing slopes dispersed 
through the area. Lower elevation, warmer sites are the most productive. 
Potential productivity on about 40 percent of the suitable land is low (20-49 
cubic feet/acre/year) and the remainder is moderate (50-84 cubic 
feet/acre/year). The standing timber volume is 420 million board feet. 
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Currently, the area is not in the timber base nor does it contribute to the 
sales program. 

g. Minerals and Energy Resources 

The U.S. Geological Survey and Bureau of Mines have conducted a mineral survey 
and prepared a report for the area (Lund and others, 1984). Hardrook mineral 
potential is rated high for about 40 percent of the area in the vicinity of Bare 
Cone Lookout, Jack the Ripper Creek, Steep Hill, Deer Creek Point, and Lower 
Deer Creek. Forty claims have been located, of which 15 are lode and 25 
placer. Examination of claims revealed only a few prospect pits and trenches 
with little or no evidence of production. 

Traditional theory places the oil and gas potential as low. There are no oil 
and gas leases. 

h. Cultural 

A portion of the Southern Nez Perce Indian Trail traverses the ridge crest 
forming the divide between Blue Joint Creek and the Nesperce Fork of the 
Bitterroot River. Several archaeological sites are associated with the trail. 
Little else is known about cultural remains. 

i. Land Use Authorizations 

This consists of two outfitter permits. 

3. Nonfederal Lands 

The area is entirely National Forest. 

k. Other Considerations 

(I) Fire 

Fire occurrence is low and the potential for large, intense fires is moderate 
due to heavy accumulations of down fuels, particularly in lodgepole pine stands 
that were decimated by mountain pine beetles in the 1930's. Heavy fuels are 
concentrated in the mid reaches of Chicken and Deer Creeks. 

(2) Insects and Disease 

Insects and diseases are generally endemic; however, dwarf mistletoe reduces 
annual growth in some areas as does spruce budworm, a recurrent pest. There are 
also areas of high-risk lodgepole pine that will become increasingly susceptible 
to mountain pine beetle attack. 

D. &e$ 

1. Proximity to Existing Wilderness and Population Centers 

See Tables C-l and C-2, 
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Table C-l 
Regional Wilderness and Proximity to Bitterroot Forest 
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2. Contribution to the Wilderness Preservation System 

Classification as wilderness would add streamside meadows which are rare in the 
northern portion of the Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness. Other 
ecosystems and wildlife species are well-represented in existing wilderness. 
It would provide added width to the Selway-Bitterroot and Frank Church-River of 
No Return Wildernesses, which are relatively narrow in this vicinity. Climax 
forest wildlife such as marten and pileated woodpecker would benefit, and 
unroaded security areas for big-game animals would be provided. Habitat for the 
genetically pure bighorn sheep herd would be added. 

3. Public Interest 

Most of the Montana portion is a congressionally designated wilderness study 
area (P.L. 95-150). No wilderness is proposed in the Idaho state bill (1984) 
nor has the Governor recommended wilderness for any portion. The Montana state 
bill (S. 2850) is silent on this area. 

In the 1983 public involvement on roadless areas, the Blue Joint area was one of 
the priority areas with public support for wilderness classification. The area 
is valued because of its wildlife, scenic beauty--especially the high elevation 
meadows--and its proximity to existing wilderness areas. There is also concern 
that without a formal unroaded classification, this type of use would be 
short-lived. 

The area is valued by other publics for nonwilderness uses because of snowmobile 
and motorcycle use, and timber and mineral potential. A typical concern is the 
need for additional acres developed for commodity production to expand and 
improve the depressed economy of the valley and Montana. 

In RARE II, approxunately 84 percent of responses to the DEIS supported 
wilderness for the area. The majority of local publics supported nonwilderness 
in the 1974 unit planning process, but not necessarily development options. 

E. Alternatives and Environmental Conseauenceg 

1. Management Emphasis by Alternative 

Management prescriptions providing for roads have been grouped into a roaded 
management emphasis since roading will preclude wilderness in the long term. 
The semiprimitive recreation emphasis will maintain the roadless character. 
Table C-7 displays total acreage assignment by management emphasis and 
development by decade for each alternative. Table C-8 shows suitable timberland 
and mineral potential acreage by management emphasis and alternative. 
Salmon Forest alternatives are in the preliminary stages of development and 
those that are similar have been matched with Bitterroot Forest alternatives. 
Precise boundaries and acreage figures for each management emphasis are not 
available and may change. 

Section E2 discusses Bitterroot Forest impacts since the Salmon portion is so 
small. 
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Table C-7 
Management Emphasis (Blue Joint) 
(thousand acres) 

AlteR?at.lvc 
Bitterroot A B c Em ?a F G H J 
salnxm 1 2 2 12 12 1 a 2 11 

-e- d&gnat&n 65.9 
Roaded Ehph3sis 49.5 

B~tterrcot Forest 49.0 
salmn Fore& .5 

Ihuoaded !3Yqabsis 0 
Bitterroot Forest 0 
salmxl For& 0 

Baniprimitiv reotvation Ehphasis lb.4 
Bittemxot Forest lb.4 
sllmrm Forest 0 

Wilde- desigiaticn 0 
Bitterrcot Forest 0 
salmsl Forest 0 

A=dmelopedby 
Decade 1 

Bitterroot Forest Z:i 
.%lmm Forest 0 

Decade5 
Bittemwt Forest Z:: 
salmcn Fore& .5 

AreaIoadlessirl~ 
Decade 1 61.1 

Bit-t Forest 60.6 
Sxlntm Foreat .5 

Decade5 0 
Bitterxot Fore& 0 
salmxl Forest 0 

current rredless acres 
Bitterroot Forest. Z:Z 
salmn Forest .5 

65.9 
49.0 
49.0 

0 
0 
0 

lb.; 
lb.4 

.5 
0 
0 
0 

12.2 
12.2 

0 

ii?: 
.5 

53.7 
53.2 

.5 
0 
0 
0 

it?: 
.5 

49.1 

;:: 
0 
0 
0 
0 

13.9 
13.4 

.5 
lb.8 
16.8 

0 

i:: 
0 

;:2' 
.5 

45.6 
45.1 

13:: 
13.4 

0 

Z:Z 
.5 

37.4 
17.6 
17.6 

l 

0 
0 
l 

19.3 
19.3 

l 

28.5 
28.5 

0 

:;2 
17:b 

. 
0 
0 
l 

19.3 
19.3 

* 

28.5 
28.5 

0 

8.8 
8.8 

l 

17.6 
17.6 

l 

28.1 28.1 
28.1 28.1 

l i 
19.3 19.3 
19.3 19.3 

* * 

Z::: Z:Z 
.5 .5 

65.9 
.5 

0.0 
.5 
0 
0 
0 

z:: 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

.5 
0 

.5 

65.9 
65.4 

.5 

g:: 
0 

2: 
.5 

21.2 6.3 
18.1 1 .o 
18.7 1 .o 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

2.5 5.3 
2.5 5.3 

44.; 59.: 
44.2 59.1 

.5 .5 

4.7 
4.7 

0 

18.07 
0 

16.5 
16.5 

0 
2.5 
2.5 

0 

2: 
.5 

0 
0 
0 
0 

1.0 
0 

5.3 
5.3 

0 
5.3 
5.3 

0 

22 
.5 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

ii 
0 
0 

Et; 
.5 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

2::: 
.5 

l salmgl Forest w.ll dwelcp nomUd= rraag3mt 6s@asis at a later date. 
" Does not in&tie wtiemees designations. 
asa Prxwsled Action 
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Table C-8 
Suitable Timberland and Mineral Potential (Blue Joint) 
(thousand acres) 

Forest Alterrativc 
Bitten-cot A B C w M F G H J 
Balnrm 1 2 2 12 I 0 2 11 

44.1 
43.7 

.4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

21.9 
21.9 

0 

43.7 
43.7 

0 
0 
0 

.: 

.i 
0 
0 
0 

21.9 
21.9 

0 

i:: 
0 
0 
0 
0 

31.2 
31.2 

0 
0 
0 

6.: 
6.4 

.4 

2: 
0 

lb.2 16.2 
16.2 16.2 

l l 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

15.4 15.4 
15.4 15.4 

. * 
12.1 12.1 
12.1 12.1 

l l 

19.7 11.6 11.6 
19.7 II.6 11.6 

0 0 0 

3.0 9.0 
3.0 9.0 

0 0 
2.9 5.0 
2.9 5.8 

0 0 

;:i 
0 

5.8 
5.8 

0 

.4 

.i 
0 
0 
0 

43.7 
43.7 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

2:: 
0 
0 
0 
0 

17.5 
17.5 

0 
0 
0 
0 

2.4 
2.4 

0 
24.2 
23.8 

.4 

.9 
0 
0 
0 
0 

4.; 
4.5 

38.07 

"2 

11.6 0 
11.6 0 

0 0 

::; 
0 

12.9 
12.9 

0 

2.0 
2.0 

0 
24.4 
24.4 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

43.5 
43.1 

.4 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

24" 
0 
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2. Impacts 

a. Designation: Wilderness 
Management Emphasis: Wilderness 

Virtually the entire area is recommended for wilderness in Alternative J with 
recommendations of 25, 43, 69, and 90 percent in Alternatives C, E, G, and H 
respectively. Recommendations would expand the wilderness system either as an 
addition to the Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness or as a new 
wilderness. Alternative C preserves land with high wilderness attributes while 
minimizing effects on market outputs. Alternative E incorporates that portion 
having the highest wilderness attributes, G adds land with high attributes, and 
H and J add more land with moderate to low attributes. 

Timber production is precluded on tentatively suitable land: all land in 
Alternative J, 14 percent in C, and 27, 54, and 8'7 in E, G, and H respectively. 
All land tentatively suitable for timber production amounts to 8 percent of the 
Forest-wide total. 

W ilderness precludes consideration of semiprimitive recreation management in 
Alternative J and reduces the acreage available in C, E, G, and H. Recreation 
use will continue to be dominated by hunting, fishing, and camping. 

Mineral exploration and development is foreclosed subject to valid existing 
rights. All land rated as high potential is withdrawn in Alternative J and 11, 
22, 49, and 96 percent in Alternatives C, E, G, and H respectively. 

Nonpriced benefits and costs include: 

A natural level of visual quality is maintained. 
The wilderness system expands. 
A natural level of big-game forage and cover is maintained. 
Cover/forage ratios will be determined by natural events such as 
wildfire. 
Vegetative diversity tends toward old growth as modified by a more 
nearly natural role for wildfire. 
Old-growth dependent wildlife species are favored. 
Natural levels of watershed and fisheries are maintained. 
Local wood products employment decreases in Alternative G, H, and J, but 
should remain stable in C and E. 

Economic and social effects vary depending on the amount of tentatively suitable 
timberland and area of high mineral potential recommended for wilderness. The 
wood products and mining industries would not be supported by this emphasis. 
Wilderness could attract more tourism and enhance outfitter activities. Publics 
interested in wilderness and primitive recreation opportunities would be 
supported, whereas those favoring mechanized use in a natural setting would not. 
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b. Designation: Nonwilderness 
Management Emphasis: Roaded 

Timber, range, winter range, partial retention, roaded retention, and riparian 
management prescriptions are in this emphasis. Some land is included in the 
emphasis in all alternatives except F, H and J. The highest level is in A and B 
where about 75 percent of the roadless area is in this emphasis; the lowest in H 
at 2 percent. 

Virtually all tentatively suitable timberland is assigned to this emphasis in 
Alternatives A and B, '71 percent in C, and 37 percent in E and G. High-value 
old growth 1s scheduled for early removal; however, due to long rotations, old 
growth will be retained above the manimum level in partial retention, roaded 
retention, and riparian prescriptions. Early harvest is also scheduled in 
lodgepole pine stands which occupy much of the area. 

Roads and timber harvest will foreclose future consideration for wilderness by 
the end of the fifth decade; however, from 50-90 percent will remain roadless at 
the end of decade 1. The roadless character would be changed to one including 
roads, lessening the naturalness of the area as well as solitude. Present 
semiprimitive recreation use would be disrupted as the recreation setting 
changes to roaded. 

Access for mineral and energy expl.oratlon is enhanced as the road system 
expands. Lands of high mineral potential would be readily accessible in 
Alternatives A, B and C, and about 44 percent in C, E, and G. 

Transitory forage for livestock and wildlife is created by timber harvest. 

Nonpriced benefits and costs include: 

Visual quality will be at the lowest level (maximum modification) in 
Alternatives A and B and the highest in G. 
Characteristics for future consideration as wilderness or semiprimitive 
recreation are foregone by the end of the fifth decade. 
Security cover for elk and other game will be greatly reduced in 
Alternatives A, B, and C; however, road closures will mitigate this 
effect. 
Vegetative diversity tends towards younger age classes in Alternatives 
A, B, C, and E, but retains a sizeable old growth component in G. 
Water quality 1s reduced but mitigated by hzgh road construction and 
maintenance standards. 
Local wood products employment lnoreases significantly in AlternatIves 
A, B, and C, remains at current levels in E and F, and declines in G. 
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Economic effects vary depending on the amount of land that is suitable for 
timber production and the degree of constraints for visual, wildlife, and 
watershed values. The greatest positive effect is for Alternatives A, B, and C 
where most tentatively suitable land is retained in the timber base with few 
constraints. The wood products and mining industries are supported by this 
emphasis. Publics favoring roadless or wilderness characteristics would not be 
supported; however, much of the area would remain like it is for another 10 
years. Those publics seeking semiprimitive recreation would have to shift use 
elsewhere. Outfitters could continue operations although the hunting experience 
would be altered. 

o, Designation: Nonwilderness 
Management Emphasis: Semiprimitive Recreation 

The semiprimitive recreation prescription is the only one in this emphasis. 
Some land is included in this emphasis in all alternatives except J. The 
highest level is in Alternative F with virtually the entlre area and the lowest 
in G at 4 percent. Unroaded management in A and B is confined to several 
relatively large, high elevation blocks that are not suitable for timber 
production. 

Except for possible mineral entry, roadless characteristics will be retained 
I within a core area in Alternatives C, E, El, F, G and H, and the land will 

remain available for future consideration as wilderness. The roadless character 
of the land would be maintained as would the wilderness attributes of 
naturalness and solitude. Current forms of recreation use will continue. 
Trailbike, snowmobile, and chain saw use are compatible. 

Current levels of livestock use would continue. 

/ 
Cover/forage relationships for wildlife will basically be determined by natural 
events such as wildfire, but can be modified by prescribed fire. 

Roads are not needed for surface management purposes but will be permitted for 
mlneral activities where construction is justified on the basis of mlneral 
showings or data, and where it is the next logical step in development of the 
mineral resource. Fourteen, 13, and 100 percent of lands with high mineral 
potential are assigned this emphasis in Alternatives C, E, and F respectively. 

Timber production is precluded on 15, 35, and 99 percent of the tentatively 
suitable timber base m AlternatIves C, E and F respectively. No tentatively 
suztable timberland is assigned this emphasis in Alternatives A and B, and only 
zsolated and intermingled lands in Alternative C. Alternatives E and G 
incorporate lands of higher site quality, much of which would be difficult to 
develop because of low product values and/or difficult terrain. 
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Nonpriced benefits and costs include: 

A natural level of visual quality is maintained. 
The wilderness option is retained for future consideration. 
Near natural cover/forage ratios for big game are retained but may be 
modified by prescribed fire. 
Vegetative diversity tends toward old growth, but may be modified by 
prescribed fire. 
Old-growth dependent wildlife are favored. 
Natural levels of watershed and fisheries are retained. 
The current mix of recreation use is retained. 
Local wood products employment decreases in Alternatives F, G, and H, 
should be retained in E, and would increase in A, B, and C. 
Access for mineral exploration would not be provided. 

Economic and social effects vary depending upon the amount of tentatively 
suitable timberland in this emphasis. The effect is greatest in Alternatives E, 
F, and G with no effect in A and B. The wood products Industry is not supported 
by this emphasis. Miners could continue to operate; however, costs would be 
higher without road access. Land would remain much like it is, thus supporting 
current recreation use, livestock grazing, ,and outfitters. 
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Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Salmon National Forest portion) 

This roadless area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative on the Salmon National Forest portion. 

On the Salmon National Forest portion, no resource activities are 
predicted which would preclude consideration of this area for wilderness 
during the next plan revision. Mineral potential is low. 

The entire roadless area is evaluated in Appendix C of the Bitterroot 
National Forest's Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The Salmon 
National Forest's preferred alternative is a recommendation until the 
final decision is approved in the Bitterroot National Forest's Final 
Environmental Impact Statement. 
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RGADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

ANDERSON MOUNTAIN ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST Cl3942 - 18,120 Acres 

I. Description (Salmon National Forest portion) 

For a complete description of the entire roadless area, refer to 
the Beaverhead National Forest Plan DEIS. 

The Anderson Mountain Roadless Area is approximately 30 air miles 
north of Salmon, Idaho. The area is bounded on the east by the 
Continental Divide which is the Idaho-Montana state boundarv; on 
the south by a road along Dahlonega Creek (079) and by a road along 
Threemile Creek; on the west bv the ridge between Anderson Creek 
and Crone Gulch, by the ridge between Crone Gulch and Pierce Creek, 
and Highway 93. Access to the area can be gained from Highwav 93, 
from the ridge road to Anderson Mountain, and from the road along 
Dahlonega Creek. 

The southern portion is dissected by Anderson Creek, NW. Perce 
Creek and Threemile Creek. Pierce Creek drains the northern 
portion. Elevations range from about 4,600 feet near Gibbonsville, 
to over 8,000 feet at Anderson Mountain. Slopes are between 30 and 
70 percent throughout most of the area. This area contains neither 
cirque basins nor lakes. Average annual precipitation of 30 to 35 
inches occurs mostly as snow, spring rains, and fall rains. Summer 
highs of 80 to 90 degrees at the low elevations are contrasted by 
winter lows of 35 to 40 degrees below sero at the higher eleva- 
tions. Quartsites bedrock forms the sandy loam to loamy sand 
textured soils. 

Much of the area is tfmbered by Douglas-fir, with ponderosa pine 
occurring on the hotter-drier sites and Lodgepole pine and sub- 
alpine fir occurring at the higher elevations. Engelmann spruce is 
found in creek bottoms and on wet sites. Open, grassy, dry-land 
meadows are scattered throughout the higher elevational areas. The 
ecosystems found in the area are western spruce-fir and grand fir/ 
Douglas fir. 

Current recreation uses include backpacking, trail bike riding, 
horseback riding, cross country skiing, and hunting. Use was 
estimated at approximately 1,200 RVD's in 1982. 

Timber sale activities have occurred on 296 acres in the southwest 
corner. The area impacted by these activities no longer meet 
roadless area criteria and this portion of the roadless area will 
not be considered further for wflderness. 

The unit is essentially natural appearing. 

Anderson Mountain Roadless Area is contiguous with roadless area 
1101942 (Beaverhead NF) on the east and north and is bordered by 
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lands that have been intensively managed for timber harvest on the 
west and south. 

The scenery in this unit Is considered common for the Salmon 
National Forest. The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail 
corridor passes through this roadless area. 

II. Capability 

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this area; 
minor boundary changes would be necessary to eliminate an intrusion 
on the southwest corner. Size is not a factor with this area. 

Man's influence on the area's natural integrity has been very low. 
The impacts that exist are long term in nature, but are limited to 
a small percentage of the land and can easily be separated by 
boundary modification. 

Most visitors would find this roadless area to be apparently 
natural and free from disturbance. 

The area provides only moderate opportunities for solitude. The 
vegetative screening is dense, hut the topographic screening is 
moderate. The dtstance from the perimeter to the area core rates 
as moderate and there are some permanent off-site intrusions. The 
size of the unit rates as low potential, contributing to the 
overall rating for solitude as moderate. 

The opportunity for primitive recreation is high due to vegetation, 
diversity, and lack of recreation facilities. Opportunities would 
include hiking, hunting, camping, cross-country skiing and horse- 
back riding. The opportunity for challenging experiences or 
encountering serious hazards is rare. 

III. Availability 

Resource Potentials and Uses 

Recreation use associated with the Continental Divide National 
Scenic Trail is expected to increase as implementation of the trail 
proceeds. Hunting use will likely increase as access to and 
through the unit improves. 

This large area of key elk summer range includes a significant 
portion of the migration corridor that is used by elk and mule deer 
herds that primarily summer in Montana and winter in Idaho. Wet 
meadows in the heads of Anderson, Smithy and Threemile Creeks and 
abundant dry meadows in Pierce and Nez Perce Creeks contribute to a 
near optimum cover/forage ratio for big game, as well as overall 
wildlife habitat diversity. The normal complement of small birds 
and mammals are present, and black bear, mountain lion and lvnx are 
known to occur. 
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Four streams within this area are known to have trout. Habitat 
characteristics are representative of small, moderate-to-high 
gradient streams. Habitat condition would be rated as good to 
excellent. Game fish species present include rainbow, cutthroat, 
and bull trouts. Fishing use of the streams is rated as light, 
with fishing quality fair. 

The headwaters of two major streams tributary to the North Fork of 
the Salmon River are located below the Continental Divide fn this 
area. The headwaters of Pierce Creek and Dahlonega Creek produce 
excellent quality water. 

Except for a small amount of recreational horse use, the area is 
not grazed by livestock. 

The area does not contain any ecosystems determined from RARE II to 
be in need of representation in the wilderness system. 

Approximately 95 percent of the area is potentially suitable 
timberland. The estimated standing volume is approximately 94.9 
million board feet with an estimated potential annual yield of .9 
million board feet. The volume is composed of ponderosa pine, 
Douglas-fir, and lodgepole pine. One existing intrusion results 
from a trespass timber harvest in 1979. A 5 million board feet 
timber sale is proposed for fiscal year 1985 in the southwest 
portion. In addition, a one million board feet sale is proposed in 
the southeastern portion for fiscal year 1987, and a three million 
board feet timber sale is proposed in the northern portion for 
fiscal year 1988. Exact cutting areas are not yet determined for 

.the 1987 and 1988 proposed sales. 

The hardrock mineral potential of the area was rated as unknown in 
the RARR II evaluation, and no new data modifies the original 
rating. Gold and copper occur within this area. Mning claim 
owners continue to do assessment work, with some expanding their 
claim activity. The roadless area currently contains no active 
mining operations. There is no known potential for currently 
leasable minerals. 

The potential for prehistoric cultural rssourcas is considered 
moderate. Historic structures are known to exist, but their 
significance has not been evaluated. 

Approximately 1.5 miles of Svstem Road are withfn the perimeter of 
the roadless area. In addition, the area includes 8.37 miles of 
the Continental Djvide Trail and lb.53 miles of System Trail. A 
trail easement is needed for about 1.4 miles of Svstem Trail on 
private land. Within the planned intrusion are 7.75 miles of 
proposed System Road. Trail easements are needed across private 
lands within the intrusion for 1.13 miles of System Trail. Part of 
the Keating Outfitter and Guide permit area is within the roadless 
area. 
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Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is moderate. 

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing 
hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic. However, many 
lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over- 
stocking. Western spruce budworm is periodically killing some of 
the understory Douglas-fir, especially on the drier sites. Occa- 
sionally, the tops of the larger trees ara killed. The Douglas-fir 
beetle periodically kills small groups of the older, larger 
Douglas-fir. Dwarf mistletoe is causing serious deterioration in 
some Douglas-fir stands. 

There are private lands within the intrusion in Anderson Creek, and 
at the forks of Dahlonega Creek and Nez Perce Creek. These areas 
total 100 acres, and 61 acres, respectively. 

IV. Need - 
The Anderson Mountain Roadless Area is located approximately 55 
road miles from the River of No Return Wilderness. Use of th3s 
wilderness ranges from low to high, depending on the particular 
area. 

The Roadless Area is located approximately 45 miles from Salmon, 
Idaho; 185 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 95 miles from 
Missoula, Montana. 

The area does not represent any unique ecosystem. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Anderson - Nez Perce 
Roadless Area 11290. The decision in the FARE I FEIS was to manage 
this area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion 
was in general agreement that the area should not be studied 
further for wilderness. It was not a controversial area during 
RARE I. 

The Anderson - Nez Perce Roadless Area #290 was inventoried and 
evaluated in RARE II as the Anderson Mountain Roadless Area f/04942. 
The decision on the RARE II FETS was to manage this area for non- 
wilderness resource development. Anderson Mountain was not con- 
troversial during the RARE II process. 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'blene, Lewiston, Raise and Idaho Falls in August 1983. 
Prior to the meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commodity user groups and the 1979 Idaho Wildlife 
Federation proposal. Following the hearings Senator McClure has 
received additional input from the environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. Neither group made any special recommendation 
on this area. However, the Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
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provided input to Governor Evans and recommended further planning 
for this area. The issue at hand in this case is roadless manags- 
ment to provide for an interstate migratory elk herd rather than 
wilderness. It is expected that this will be an issue as the 
Forest Plan develops. 

The Anderson Mountain roadless area is contiguous to roadless lands 
on the Beaverhead National Forest in Montana. The wilderness/non- 
wilderness issue has not been highly controversial on the 
Beaverhead. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness,to all 
wilderness. The Idaho Wildlife Federation (IWF) and Idaho Outfit- 
ters and Guides Association (IOGA) recommended a "Reserved" status 
for the area which is basically development only if it can be done 
without impairing environmental values. The Idaho Environmental 
Council supported the IWF and IOGA recommendations. Earth First! 
and the Idaho Fish and Game Commission recommended wilderness for 
the entire area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's 
Association, Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool 
Growers, Idaho Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries 
Council, and Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness 
for Anderson Mountain. No specific recommendation was received 
from Governor Evans or the Idaho Wildlands Defense Coalition. The 
wilderness/non-wilderness issue on Anderson Mountain generated a 
moderate level of controversy during Forest Plan review of roadless 
areas. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act in 
the Senate. The Anderson Mountain Roadless Area was not included 
in this proposed wilderness legislation. 

Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Salmon National Forest 
portion) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative on the Salmon National Forest portion. 

On the Salmon National Forest portion, some resource activity would 
occur on about 50 percent of the area which would preclude that 
portion of the area from consideration for wilderness during the 
next plan revision. Mineral potential is unknown, 

The entire roadless area is evaluated in Appendix C of the 
Beaverhead National Forest's Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 
The Salmon National Forest's preferred alternative is a 
recommendation until the final decision is approved in the 
Beaverhead National Forest's Final Environmental Impact Statement. 
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

WEST BIG HOLE ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13943 - 81,068 Acres 

I. Description (Salmon National Forest portion) 

For a complete description of the entire roadless area, refer to 
the Beaverhead National Forest Plan DEIS. 

The West Big Hole Roadless Area is approxlmatelv 10 air miles 
northeast of Salmon, Idaho. The entire area is hounded on the east 
by the Continental Divide. The Divide %s the boundary between 
Idaho and Montana and also the boundary between the Salmon National 
Forest and the Beaverhead National Forest. The area Is divided 
into two parts where the Forest boundary is separated bv lands 
administered by the Bureau of Land Management. The southern 
portion of the area is bounded on the east by the Forest boundary 
and on the south by the Kenney Creek road. The western portion of 
the area is bounded by the Forest boundary, the ridge between Tower 
Creek and Fourth of July Creek, the Fourth of July Creek from 
Fourth of July to Stein Mountain and back to Magpie Canyon, then 
northwesterly around the slope to Wagonhammer Creek, the Wagon- 
hammer Creek road to Highway 93, northwest and northerly across 
the slope above Highway 93, the ridge south at Bill's Canyon east 
to the head of Silverleads Creek, north along Stein Gulch to Sheep 
Creek. The north boundary is a ridge between Little Sheep Creek 
and Lick Creek. Access to the area can be gained from the roads up 
the many drainages that have their headwaters in the area. 

The area is dissected bv many streams that drain into the Lemhi, 
the Salmon, and the North Fork of the Salmon Rivers. Elevations 
range from approximately 5,600 feet to over 10,200 feet at Freeman 
Peak. Glaciation has formed broad U-shaped valleys at the heads of 
the major drainages, however, there "as very little cirque develop- 
ment. Many high rocky peaks and rocky ridges occur throughout the 
area. This high country is typical of alpine glaciated country. 
Average annual precipitation is between 15 and 35 inches, falling 
mostly as spring and fall rains or winter snow. Summer high 
temperatures of 80 and 90 degrees at the lower elevations are 
contrasted by high elevation winter lows of 40 degrees below zero. 
Quartsite bedrock forms the area's loamv sand to sandy loam tex- 
tured soils. 

Ponderosa pine and Douglas-fir at the lower elevations are replaced 
by lodgepole pine, subalpine fir, Enpelmann spruce and some white- 
bark pine at the higher elevations. Grassv )openings and "et 
meadows are scattered throughout the area. Fock outcroppings and 
talus slopes occur on the high peaks and ridges. The three eco- 
system types represented in the area are western spruce-fir, grand 
fir/Douglas-fir, and alpine meadows and barren. 

Recreation use was estimated at 3100 RVD's in 1982 and fs primarily 
related to hunting and backpacking with ljmited trail bike ridjng. 
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Several intrusions were identified in the area through public and 
in-service input. There are seven road corridors: 1) Pratt 
Creek, 2) Wimpy Creek, 3) Freeman Creek, 4) Eagle &untain, 5) 
Bradley Gulch, 6) Sandy Creek, and, 7) Kenney Creek associated with 
mineral and timber activities and private land access. These roads 
have been and will continue to be periodically maintained. There 
are six intrusions associated with timber sale activity: Two of 
these are in the Carmen Creek drainage, one is in the Black Tail 
Creek drainage, one in Silverleads, one in Dry Gulch, and one in 
Sheep Creek. These intrusions total 2000 acres. The areas direct- 
ly impacted by these activities no longer meet roadless area 
criteria and those portions of the roadless area will not be 
considered further for tiilderness. 

Also, during public involvement, input was received to the effect 
that the "jeep road" separating the West Big Hole and the Silver- 
leads Roadless Areas was not a road, but a trail along the old 
phone line. This was verified and the inventory was adjusted by 
combining the Silverleads Roadless Area 813519 with West Big Hole 
#13943. The entire area is now identified as West Big Hole #13943. 

The area is essentially natural appearing. 

The area is contiguous with another roadless area (f/01943) on the 
Beaverhead National Forest on the east, and lands administered by 
the BLM on the south. It is bordered by developed National Forest 
System lands on the west and north. 

The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail Corridor passes 
through this roadless area. The area contains significant amounts 
of outstanding scenery. 

II. Capability 

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this unit. 
Boundary changes would be necessary, as the existing unit has been 
virtually cut in two by a timber related intrusion. Size is not a 
factor with this unit. 

There has been virtuallv no influence by man on the natural jnteg- 
rity of this unit, with the exception of a timber sale in the 
Carmen Creek drainage and near the head of Little Silverleads Creek 
and a few scattered mining related impacts. Fxisting roads up 
Carmen, Freeman, Pratt and Wimpey Creeks effectively provide access 
to the interior of the roadless area. Mining impacts are very 

apparent in the head of Wimpey Creek and especially Pratt Creek 
whare there remains numerous buildings and other structures from 
past activities. 

Visitors would find this unit to be natural appearing, except in 
areas of past extensive mining. 

This area provides a vary high opportunity for solitude based on 
its larpe size, distance from core to perimeter, topographic and 
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vegetative screening. Only the existence of some permanent off- 
site intrusions prevent it from being rated as outstanding. The 
area also provides vary high opportunities for primitive recreation 
due to the above factors and a high degree of diversity and minimal 
developed recreation facilities. 

The area offers many opportunities for challenging experiences due 
primari?ly to terrain features. 

III. Availability 

Resource Potentials and Uses 

Recreation use in this unit is expected to increase significantly 
in the future as implementation of the Continental Divide National 
Scenic Trail proceeds. Increases will be primarily in backpacking, 
hiking, and horseback riding, with some increase in hunting as 
access is improved. 

This large area is bounded on the east by the Continental Divide 
and consists primarily of rugged high-elevation lands, with numer- 
ous peaks in excess of 9,500 feet high. Mountain goats are found 
in much of the area, as are marmots and pikas. This area contains 
the entire upper portion of the Sheep Creek drainage and the Gold- 
stone Pass-Kennev Creek area, both of which are considered "core" 
areas of paramount importance to the migration corridor for inter- 
state mule deer and elk herds. It also contains areas of key big 
game range in Little Sheep Creek, Stein Gulch, and Kenney Creek. 
Black bear and mountain lion are particularly numerous in the Sheep 
Creek portion of this area, but are found throughout. Resident elk 
are present in small numbers in most drainages, and resident mule 
deer occur throughout the area. Bighorn sheep are occasionally 
observed, but actual status of this species is not known. Wildlife 
habitat diversity is vary good, primarily due to the broad ranga of 
elevations and habitat types inherent to this area. The Silver- 
leads-Wagonhammer portion of the area is key big game winter range 
for mule deer and elk. It is of vital importance to approximately 
600 elk that constitute almost one-half of an interstate (Idaho- 
Montana) herd and over twice that many migratory mule deer. Very 
few elk or deer summer in this area. 

This area contains significant anadromous fish habitat in Sheep 
Creek, which is in essentially pristine condition. In addition, 
numerous other streams provide habitat for resident trout. Present 
habitat condition in these other streams is excellent. Three 
mountain lakes within the area have the potential to support fish. 
Fishing use of most area streams is light, with quality rated as 
fair to good. The anadromous production potential is substantial. 

The southern portion of the roadless area produces essent3al 
irrigation supplies for numerous ranchers and residences. Stream 
conditions are generally good, and the area produces excellent 
quality water. A pipeline has been constructed for transporting 
water in the Wimpey Creek area. 
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Six cattle and horse grazing allotments extend into the roadless 
area along the western and southern boundaries. The six allotments 
are Sheep Creek, Burns Basin, Fourth of July Creek, Carmen Creek, 
Pattee Creek, and Sandy Creek. Very little suitable range is 
actually within the boundary of the roadless area. In total, the 
roadless area contributes fewer than 750 ADM's of permitted use 
each year. There are approximately 4.5 miles of fence and 13 water 
developments within the roadless area boundary. Approximately 60 
percent of the suitable range is rated fair and 40 percent rated 
good. 

Although the elk sedge meadow in Davis Canyon represents a unique 
vegetative community, the area does not contain any ecosystems 
determined from RARE II to be in need of representation in the 
wilderness system. 

There are two proposed Research Natural Areas (Renney Creek and 
Davis Canyon) within the boundary of the roadless area. The Davis 
Canyon site contains an excellent representation of an elk sedge 
meadow. 

Approximately 28 percent of the area is potentially suitable 
timberland. An estimated 139.4 million board feet of sawtimber 
growing stock volume within the area have an estimated annual 
potential yield of 1.5 million board feet. The volume is composed 
primarily of Douglas-fir at lower elevations and lodgepole pine at 
higher elevations. Alpine fir and Engelmann spruce also occur as 
minor components. One sale of approximately two million board feet 
was sold in the center of the unit in Carmen Creek in 1981. A 
small intrusion on the northwast border resulted from part of a 
cutting unit from a 1968 timber sale that was erroneously included 
in the original roadless evaluation. A salvage sale of blown down 
material is proposed for 1983 in the head of Fourth of July Creek. 
If a purchaser is not found, it is proposed to provide access to 
the area to allow the material to be gathered for firewood. An 
additional small intrusion would result from a portion of a one 
million board feet sale in 1986 on the northwest border. Several 
cutting units of a 5.3 million board feet sale in 1975 intrude at 
the head of Little Silverleads Creek. A 3.9 million board feet 
sale which was sold in 1981 in the head of Wagonhammer Creek has 
had no activities started to date. 

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated as high in 
the RARE II evaluation, and no new data modifies the original 
rating. Past mineral production from this area includes silver, 
gold, lead, zinc, and copper. There are numerous patented mining 
claims and associated low standard access roads within the area. 
Mining claim owners are continuing assessment work in this roadless 
area. Although one oil and gas lease has been issued within the 
area since RARE II, there is no known potential for currently 
leasable minerals. 

Little is known of the existence of prehistoric cultural resources. 
The potential would be considered moderate in major drainage 

c-90 



bottoms and low elsewhere. There are known historic resources 
scattered throughout the unit, but none have been evaluated for 
significance. 

Roadless area lands in the North Fork of the East Fork of Tower 
Creek, for a length of 0.6 mile, are under permit to Thomas Conrad 
for culinary and irrigation water purposes. Parts of the area have 
previously been, but are not now, under permit for Outfitter/Guide 
purposes. The roadless area also includes 31.6 miles of System 
trail, 3.8 miles of which are within the upper Carmen Creek intru- 
sion. There are also 3.3 miles of the historic Lewis and Clark 
Trail in the Silverleads-Wagonhammer portion of the area. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is high in the Silverleads-Wagonhammer portion with 
potential for large fires. It is moderate over the rest of the 
area. 

Much of the area contains high elevation (non-commercial) timber 
types, which are less susceptible to insect attack. However, there 
is an increasing hazard of a mountain pine beetle epidemic in the 
lower elevation lodgepole stands. Many lodgepole stands have slow 
growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over stocking. Western spruce 
budworm is periodically killing some of the understory Douglas-fir, 
especially on the drier sites. Occasionally, the tops of the 
larger trees are being killed. The Douglas-fir beetle periodically 
kills small groups of the older, larger Douglas-fir. Dwarf mistle- 
toe is causing serious deterioration in many Douglas-fir stands 
north of Kirtley Creek. 

There are two tracts of private land in upper Fourth of July Creek 
and two tracts in Gold Star Gulch, totaling 36.7 acres and 13.6 
acres, respectively. 

IV. Need 

The West Big Hole Roadless Area is approximately 50 road miles from 
the River of No Return Wilderness. Use of this area ranges from 
low to high, depending on the particular location. 

The Roadless Area is approximately 15 road miles from Salmon, 
Idaho; 155 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 115 miles from 
Missoula, Montana. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Silverleads #291, 
Beaverhead I #292 and Beaverhead II #294 roadless areas. The 
decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manape these areas for non- 
wilderness resource development. Public opinion received on the 
areas during RARE I was divided. The area was not considered 
controversial during RARE I. 

The RARE I Silverleads $291 portion of the area was inventoried and 
evaluated in the Silverleads Unit Land Management Plan (LMP). The 
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decision in the LMP was to manage this area for non-wilderness 
resource development, with a portion of the area being managed in a 
roadless condition. Again, the public opinion was for non- 
wilderness resource development. The wilderness/non-wilderness 
issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process. During this 
evaluation, the Stein Mountain Lookout phone line trail was con- 
sidered a jeep road which accounted for the individual evaluation. 
This portion of the Roadless Area was not evaluated in RARE II 
because of the LMP process. 

During RARE II the Beaverhead I #292 and Beaverhead II #294 road- 
less areas were inventoried and evaluated as the West Big Hole 
Roadless Area ?04943. During the evaluation, the area was "split" 
into three segments, i.e., the North, South, and Middle West Big 
Hole units. The decision on the RARE II FEIS was for non-wilder- 
ness resource management for all three segments. Public opinion 
was divided but there was strong sentiment from environmental 
organizations that the area should be wilderness. They included 
the area as a 6ilderness candidate in their RARE II Idaho Citizens' 
Alternative "W." The area was considered controversial during RARE 
II. 

The area is contiguous with roadless lands on the Beaverhead 
National Forest in Montana (Roadless Area #01943). A portion of 
this area was recommended for wilderness in the Beaverhead Forest 
Land Management Plan. The area was highly controversial on the 
Beaverhead during FARE II and their Forest Planning process. 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls in August 1983. 
Prior to the meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals, i.e., Forest Service RARE II, Forest Indus- 
tries, Other Commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wildlife 
Federation proposal. Following the hearings Senator McClure has 
received additional input from the environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups have recommended 
wilderness for approximately 51,000 acres on the Idaho portion of 
the West Big Hole. The area was not included in any of the 
Governor's recommendations for wilderness or roadless management. 
The Idaho Department of Fish and Game recommended 7,190 acres on 
the RARE II portions known as North West Big Hole (N4943) and 
44,505 acres on Middle West Big Hole (M4943) for further planning. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. The Idaho Wildlands Defense Coalition recommended 
51,000 acres for wilderness. The Idaho Fish and Game Commission 
recommended the RARE II North - West Big Hole (7190 acres) and the 
Middle - West Big Hole (44,505 acres) for wilderness. Earth First! 
recommended the entire area for wilderness. The Idaho Wildlife 
Federation (IWF) and Idaho Outfitters and Guides Association (IOGA) 
recommended wilderness status for 70,500 acres. The Idaho Environ- 
mental Council supported the IWF and IOGA recommendations. 
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The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the West 
Big Hole area, The wilderness/non-wilderness issue on the West Big 
Hole generated a relatively low level of controversy during Forest 
Plan review of roadless areas. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act in 
the Senate. The West Big Hole Roadless Area was not included in 
this proposed wilderness legislation. 

Following the introduction of Senator McClure's proposed Idaho 
Forest Management Act, considerable concern was expressed by the 
various environmental groups over the low acreage in the Bill. 
Governor Evans has also expressed concern and has modified his 
recommendation to Senator McClure. His letter, dated 
April 4, 1984, in part, states: 

"In addition to the areas I have listed, there are other areas 
worthy of special consideration. First, the North Lemhis and 
the West Bigholes near Salmon are currentlv the topic of 
negotiations involving ranchers, conservationists, and people 
associated with the forest products industry. I support the 
negotiations on these areas and I am hopeful that the recom- 
mendations made will ultimately be incorporated in this bill." 

Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Salmon National Forest 
portion) 

This roadless area is not recommended for wilderness designation in 
the preferred alternative on the Salmon National Forest portion. 

On the Salmon National Forest portion, no resource activities are 
predicted which would preclude consideration of this area for 
wilderness during the next plan revision. Mineral potential is 
high. Timing of possible development of mineral resources is not 
known but if development should occur the area disturbed by mining 
and access construction would be precluded from further wilderness 
consideration. 

The entire roadless area is evaluated in Appendix C of the 
Beaverhead National Forest's Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 
The Salmon National Forest's preferred alternative is a 
recommendation until the final decision is approved in the 
Beaverhead National Forest's Final Environmental Impact Statement. 
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ROADLESS &PA EVALUATION 

GOAT MOUNTAIN ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST ii13944 -- 35,488 Acres 

I. Description (Salmon National Forest portion) -- 
For a complete description of the entire roadless area, refer to 
the Beaverhead National Forest Plan DEIS. 

The Goat Mountain Roadless Area is approximatelv 30 air miles 
southeast of Salmon, Idaho, and three air miles north of Leadore. 
The area is bounded on the south and east by the Forest boundary, 
on the north by the Idaho-Montana border and by the Grizzlv Hill 
road (012) along the border, on the east by State Highwav 29. 
Access to the area can be gained from these roads. 

The area is dissected by one major stream, Little Eightmile Creek, 
and numerous smaller streams. The highest point in the roadless 
area is 9,900 feet at Goat Mountain, the low point is 6,200 feet 
above sea level. The topography of the area is broad rounded 
ridges with slopes ranging from 20 to 50 percent. The headlands of 
Little Eiehtmile Creek are rugged alpine glaciated topography. 
Average annual precipitation of 15 to 20 inches occurs mostlv as 
snow. Temperatures vary from summer highs of 80 to 90 degrees, to 
40 below zero in the winter. Sedimentary limestone bedrock forms 
the loamy textured soils of this area, much oftwhich is covered 
with sagebrush and grass. Lodgepole pine occurs at the h-igher 
elevations and Douglas-fir patches are scattered throughout the 
area. The ecosystems that occur in the area are western spruce-fir 
and sagebrush. 

Recreation use was estimated at 2,800 RVD's in 1982 and is pri- 
marily related to hunting and off road vehicles. 

Two intrusions were identified within the inventoried boundaries. 
One is mining related impacts just inside the Forest boundary on 
Little Eightmile Creek (226 acres) and the second is timber sale 
related impacts on 1740 acres near Grjzzly Rill. The area directly 
impacted by these activities no longer meets roadless area criteria 
and will not be considered further for wilderness. 

The majority of the area is essentiallv natural appearing. 

The unit is contiguous with roadless lands on the Beaverhead 
National Forest along its northeast side (f/01944). 

The unit contains some outstanding scenery, particularlv in the 
vicinity of Goat Mountain, and East and West Peak. The Continental 
Divide Nat-lonal Scenic Trail corridor passes throqh this roadless 
area. 
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II. Capability 

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for the area, 
but boundary changes would be necessary to delete existing intru- 
sions. Size is not a factor with this area. 

Man's influence on the natural integrity of this unit has been very 
low except in some areas near Grizzlv Hill, where mining explora- 
tion has scarred the landscape. The impacts that exist are lonp 
term in nature, but are limited to a small percentage of the unit 
and can be separated by boundarv modification. 

This unit would be apparently natural to most visitors, but there 
are impacts that would be apparent to some visitors. 

The area provides moderate opportunity for solitude due to moderate 
size, little topographic or vegetative screening, moderate distance 
from core to perimeter and the existence of some permanent off-site 
intrusions. Due to these factors and the lack of diversitv, the 
area has a low opportunity for primitive recreation. 

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious 
hazards are rare. 

This area may have the endangered pray wolf present. The presence 
of the wolf has not been confirmed, but evidence is such that it is 
included in the "Wolf Coordination Area" with the Beaverhead 
National Forest. Activities in the area are evaluated for possible 
impacts to the wolf. 

III. Availability - 
Resource Potentials and Uses 

Recreation "se associated with the Continents.1 Divide National 
Scenic Trail will increase as implementation of the trafl proceeds. 
Hunting "se could be expected to decline somewhat should motorized 
"se of the area be prohibited. 

The lower elevations of this area comprise a large block of key big 
game winter range, particularly in the Little Eightmile drainage. 
The drainage is also important to waterfowl in that the numerous 
basin potholes are used for nesting and brood-rearing. Approxi- 
matelv 400-450 antelope migrate through the Railroad Canyon portion 
each spring and fall, and mule deer migrate through the Little 
Eightmile-Grizzly Hill country. Sage grouse, chukars and blue 
grouse are found in this area. Prairie falcons and golden eagles 
commonly nest in this area, and moose are occasionally observed. A 
small herd (8-10 animals) of mountain goats inhabit Goat Yountain. 

Only one small stream within the area contains habitat presently 
supporting fish, and it has moderate to hiph channel gradients. 
Cutthroat trout are found in the stream. There is also one water 
storage pond located within the Little Eightmile drainage that 
provides habitat for fish. Present fishing use is verv light. 

c-100 



The area includes several small drainages with headwaters along the 
Continental Divide. Many of the streams are intermittent. Water 
which does leave the Forest is used for irrigation of ranch lands. 
Watershed quality is generally good, however, a few localized 
disturbances have been identified which resulted from past manage- 
ment practices. All streams are within the Lemhi River drainage. 

Three grazing allotments are entirely within the roadless area, and 
the Grizzly Hill Allotment is partially in the area. The Peterson 
Creek, Little Eightmile, and Grizzly Hill cattle and horse allot- 
ments provide about 2,650 AUM's of cattle use each year; whereas 
the Mollie Gulch sheep and goat allotment is grazed bv 1,200 sheep 
and contributes approximately 400 AUM's of permitted use. Located 
within the boundary of the roadless area are 15 water developments 
and 32.9 miles of fence. Although a small amount of excellent and 
poor condition range exists, the majority of the suitable range is 
rated as good and fair. 

There are no known areas of ecological significance. 

Approximately 8 percent of the area is potentially suitable timber- 
land. The estimated standing volume is approximately 15 million 
board feet having an estimated annual potential yield of .5 million 
board feet. The volume is composed primarily of Douglas-fir and 
lodgepole pine. A 1.074 million board feet timber sale was sold in 
this roadless area in 1980. No other sales are planned within the 
area at this time. 

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated high in the 
FARF II evaluation, and no new data modifies the original rating. 
Past mineral production from this area includes silver, gold, 
copper, lead and zinc. There is one patented mining claim within 
the area. Mining claim owners continue to do assessment work, with 
some expanding activities on their claims. There are no active 
mining operations at this time within the roadless area. Oil and 
gas potential for this area is considered low. There is no known 
potential for other currently leasable minerals. There are cur- 
rently one oil and gas lease and two oil and gas lease applications 
pending. 

Prehistoric and historic cultural resources are known to exist 
within this unit, but their significance has not been determined. 

This roadless area includes six separate Special Use permits for 
mining access roads totaling about 10.5 miles. There is an Elec- 
tronic Communications Site permitted adjacent to the intrusion area 
and the State of Idaho has requested an additional electronic site 
inside the area. Four-tenths mile of permitted System road and .6 
mile of permitted powerline (12.5 KV) are also within the intru- 
sion. About 4.3 miles of the power line are outside of the intru- 
sion. The area has previouslv been (but is not now) used for 
Outfitter and Guide purposes. There are 8.5 miles of System Trail, 
13.7 miles of non-System horse and jeep trail, and 3.5 miles of old 
railroad bed within the area. Approximatelv 6.2 miles of the 
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Continental Divide Trail are within the northeast perimeter of 
the area. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is light. 

Since most of the area contains high elevation non-timber types and 
sagebrush grass types, disease considerations are minimal. 

There is one tract of private land at the Cormnodore Mine totaling 
19.5 acres. 

IV. Need 

This unit is located approximately 90 road miles from the River of 
No Return Wilderness. Use of this wilderness ranges from low to 
high depending on the particular area. 

The roadless area is located approximately 40 miles from Salmon, 
Idaho; 100 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles from 
Missoula, Montana. 

The area does not contain any ecosystems determined from RARE II to 
be in need of representation in the wilderness system. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Beaverhead III 
Roadless Area 11295. The decr'sion in the RARE I FEIS was to manage 
this area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion 
received on the area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was 
against further study for wilderness. The area was not considered 
highly controversial during RARE I, 

The Beaverhead III Roadless Area $295 was inventoried and evaluated 
in RARE II as the Goat Mountain Roadless Area #04-944. During RARE 
II public opinion was against further study for wilderness and the 
wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not highly controversial. The 
area js contiguous with roadless lands on the Beaverhead NF in 
Montana and the area has not been en issue on the Reaverhead. 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest lQnagement Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'blene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commoditv user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
has received additional input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans 
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and 
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder- 
ness and roadless management areas over the State. They did not 
include this area in their proposal. 
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During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. The Idaho Wildlife Federation (IWF) and Idaho Outfit- 
ters and Guides Association (IOGA) recommended a "Reserved" status 
for the area which is basically development only if it can be done 
without impairing environmental values. The Idaho Environmental 
Council supported the IWF and IOGA recommendations. Earth First! 
recommended wilderness. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho 
Cattlemen's Association, Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, 
Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest 
Industries Council, and Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no 
wilderness for Goat Mountain. No recommendations were received 
from Governor Evans, the Idaho Wildlands Defense Coalition, or the 
Idaho Fish and Game Commission. The wilderness/non-wilderness 
issue on Goat Mountain generated a relatively low level of contro- 
versy during Forest Plan review of roadless area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act in 
the Senate. The Goat Mountain Roadless Area was not included in 
this proposed wilderness legislation. 

Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Salmon National Forest 
portion) 

This roadless ares is not recommended for wilderness desgination in 
the preferred alternative on the Salmon National Forest portion. 

On the Salmon National Forest portion , no resource activities are 
predicted which would preclude consideration of this area for 
wilderness during the next plan revision. Mineral potential is 
high. Timing of possible development of mineral resources is not 
known but if development should occur the area disturbed by mining 
and access construction would be precluded from further wildnerness 
consideration. 

The entire roadless area is evaluated in Appendix C of the 
Beaverhead National Forest's Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 
The Salmon National Forest's preferred alternative is a 
recommendation until the final decision is approved on the 
Beaverhead National Forest's Final Environmental Impact Statement. 
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Effects of Wilderness/Non-wrldeme69 Manaeement Preseriptmns II 

TABLE A 

lLuwmm?T PaEaCRIPTImi BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIYE 
(Acres) 

c Roadless Area: 13944 Goat lbuntain Forest Plan Alternative 

NCUL3g~7S~“C 
Prescription 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 (preferred) 

* Refer to Alternative map for preseripcmn descrwtrons. 
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

ITALIAN PEAR ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST 1113945 - 50,181 Acres 

I. Description (Salmon National Forest portion) 

For a complete description of the entire roadless area, refer to 
the Reaverhead National Forest Plan DEIS. 

The Italian Peak Roadless Area is approximately 40 air miles south- 
east of Salmon, Idaho, and five air miles east of Leadore. The 
area is bounded on the northeast by State Highway 29, and by the 
Forest boundary on the rest of the area. A BLM wilderness study 
area abuts the southern portion of the area. Access to the Italian 
Peak Roadless Area can be gained from the state highway and from 
road 130 along Cruikshank Creek, Forest road 177 along Hawley 
Creek, and Forest road 188 in Dry Canyon. 

The area is dissected by two major drainages, Cruikshank Creek and 
Hawley Creek, Elevations range from 6,800 feet to over 10,700 feet 
at Baldy Mountain. The area forms the western slope of the Conti- 
nental Divide and is the northern extensfon of the basin and range 
topography found in Utah and Nevada. Glaciation has formed rocky 
ridges and high peaks with broad U-shaped canyons in the headlands 
of the drainages. Steep canyon walls with rock outcroppings are 
typical of the lower elevation topography. Precipitation, mostly 
in the form of snow, ranges from 15 to 20 inches annually. Summer 
high temperatures of 80 to 90 degrees are contrasted by winter lows 
of 40 below zero. A mixture of limestone, quartzite, and volcanic 
rocks forms the bedrock, producing soils with textures ranging from 
loamy clays to loamy sands. Much of the country is covered with 
sagebrush and grass. Douglas-fir occurs throughout the lower 
elevations, with lodgepole pine and subalpine fir occurring on the 
higher elevations. The ecosystems that occur in the area are 
western spruce-fir and sage-grass. 

Recreation use, estimated at 9,400 RVD's in 1982, includes hunting, 
fishing, backpacking, horseback riding, trail bike riding, snow- 
mobiling, and ORV use. 

Three intrusions ware identified within the inventory boundary. 
Two are mining related and are located in the vicinity of Big Bear 
Creek and Bull Creek. Together, thev combine for a total of 5130 
acres. One is tjmber related and is located between Frank Hall 
Creek and Wildcat Creek for a total of 2004 acres. The area 
directly impacted by these activities no lor?ger meets roadless area 
criteria and will not be considered further for wilderness. 

The majority of the area is essentially natural appearing. 

The Italian Peak Roadless Area is contiguous with another roadless 
area (#01945 Beaverhead NF) on the east; the BLM Eighteenmile 
Wilderness Study Area on the south and southwest; BLM administered 
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lands on the west and north; and is separated by a road corridor 
from another roadless area (P13944) on the northwest. 

This area contains some outstanding scenery, particularly in the 
high divide country. The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail 
passes through this roadless area. 

II. Capability 

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for thjs unit, 
with boundary changes to delete existing intrusions. Size is not 5 
factor with this unit. 

Man's influence on the natural intigrity of this unit has been low. 
The long term impacts that exist can be deleted by boundary modi- 
fication, or have a moderate feasibility of correcting. 

This roadless area would be apparently natural to most visitors. 

The area has significant size and good distance from core to 
perfreter, but only moderate amounts of topographic and vegetative 
screening and there are some permanent off-site intrusions, all of 
which result in a moderate opportunity for solitude. Due to these 
factors and only moderate amounts of diversity, the opportunity for 
primitive recreation is moderate. 

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious 
hazards are rare. 

III. Availability 

Resource Potentials and Uses 

Recreation use of this unit is expected to increase as implewenta- 
tion of the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail proceeds. 
Certain types of recreational use would decrease should motorized 
use be pTohibited. 

Inherent vegetative diversity and a wide range of elevation make 
this area important to many wildlife species. Elk calving and mule 
deer fawning areas are located in the upper portion of the 
Cruikshank and Hawley Creek drainages, as are important riparian 
areas for small birds and marmnals. This area contains both key big 
game winter and summer range. Moose are occasionally observed. 
Natural cover/forage ratios in this area are near to below optimum. 

The area contains two streams with significant resident fisheries, 
but habitat conditions have been influenced by past livestock 
management. Several other streams support populations of resident 
rainbow, cutthroat, and rainbow-cutthroat hybrid trout. One lake 
provides excellent trout habitat. Fishing use of the streams 
ranges from light to heavy. The majority of use is within the 
Hawley Creek drainage. General fishing quality would be rated as 
good to excellent. 
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The area is located in the headwaters of the Lemhi River and 
includes portions of the Canyon Creek drainage, Hawley Creek 
drainage and several small intermittent streams which contribute 
directly to the Lemhi River. Generally, water yield is low to 
moderate and is used extensively for irrigation. A few small, 
localized areas have been identified in which watershed stability 
has been reduced, due in part to previous land management activ- 
ities. Small watershed stability projects, such as gully plugs, 
have been initiated to restore these areas. 

There are three cattle and horse allotments, and one sheep and goat 
allotment within the roadless area. Grizzly Hill, Hawley Creek and 
Powderhorn cattle allotments account for nearly 7,000 AUM's of 
permitted use annually. The Chamberlain Sheep Allotment is grazed 
by 1200 sheep and contributes approximately 360 ADM's of permitted 
ll*e. Most of the suitable range is in either good or fair condi- 
tion, with small amounts of poor and excellent condition range 
present. There are 47 water developments and 61.1miles of fence 
within the roadless area. 

The area does not contain any ecosystems identified from the RARE 
II analysis to be in need of representation in the wilderness 
system. 

Approximately 16 percent of the area is potentially suitable 
tfmberland. The estimated standing volume is 59 million board feet 
with an estimated annual potential yield of .6 mUlion board feet. 
The volume is composed primarily of Douglas-fir with some lodgepole 
pine also occurring. A 1.717 million board feet timber sale was 
sold in this unit in 1982. No other sales are planned within the 
unit at this time. 

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated high in the 
PARE II evaluation, and no new data modifies the original rating. 
There has been no mineral production from this area, however, 
mining claim owners continue to do assessment work. Gold, copper, 
and thorium occurrences are present and there are substantial 
potential phosphate resources within this area. Phosphate pros- 
pecting permit applications have been filed with the SLM. Oil and 
gas potential for the area is considered low. There are 7 pending 
oil and gas lease applications and one oil and gas lease within the 
area. There is no known potential for other currently leasable 
minerals. 

Prehistoric and historic cultural resources are known to exist in 
this roadless area, but their significance has not been determined. 

This area includes five special use permits for access roads 
totaling about 10.4 miles. Also included are 21.4 miles of System 
Trails (1% miles within the intrusion), and 13.7 miles of non- 
system trails. The Continental Divide Trail is along the east 
perimeter for 10.8 miles. This area has previously been used, but 
is not now used, for Outfitter and Guide purposes. 
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Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is light. 

Although western spruce budworm has not caused severe defoliation, 
the insect does reduce Douglas-fir cone crops and kill some of the 
understory Douglas-fir. The Douglas-fir beetle periodically kills 
small groups of the older, larger Douglas-fir. 

The area contains one tract of private land (HES #659) totaling 
148.2 acres. 

IV. Need - 
The Italian Peak Roadless Area is approximately 90 road miles from 
the River of No Return Wilderness. Use of this wilderness ranges 
from low to high, depending on the particular area. 

The Italian Peak Roadless Area is approximately 40 miles from 
Salmon, Idaho; 100 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles 
from Missoula, Montana. 

During F.ARE I this area was inventoried as the Beaverhead IV 
Roadless Area #296. The decision in the RARE I FETS was to manage 
this area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion 
received on the area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was 
against further study for wilderness. The area was not considered 
controversial during RARE I. 

During the RARE II inventory and evaluation process, the Beaverhead 
IV Roadless Area #296 was combined with adjacent roadless areas on 
the Targhee NF and the Beaverhead NF. This combined area was 
divided into three parts. The south part (S4-945) on the Targhee 
NF was proposed for non-wilderness, The middle part (M4-945) on 
the Targhee NF and a portion of the north area 01001) on the 
Beaverhead NF were recommended for wilderness, which was later 
changed to further planning in the final Carter Administration 
proposal to Congress. The north part (N4-945) on the Salmon NF and 
the remaining north part fA1001) on the Beaverhead NF were recom- 
mended for non-wilderness. Public opinion on M4-945 and BlOOl was 
divided and the core area was considered highly controversial. 

The decision in the RARE II FEIS was to manage the lands (N4-945) 
on the Salmon NF for non-wilderness resource development. Public 
opinion was for non-wilderness resource development for the Salmon 
portion area. The wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not highly 
controversial on the Salmon area. 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation Proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
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23.074 50.181 16,820 49,918 
2,653 2.592 29,383 2.364 
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1,182 1.230 1,752 428 

5,886 
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28,202 23,272 29,539 42,543 34.805 139 86 26,172 
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RObBLESS AREA EVALUATION 

ALLGN EOUNTAIN ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13946 
BITTERROOT NATIONAl. FOREST #01946 

This entire roadless area is evaluated in Appendix C of the Bitterroot 
National Forest Draft Environmental Impact Statement. That evaluation 
is reproduced on the following pages. 
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I. ALLAN MOUNTAIN ROADLESS AREA 

A. Desoriotion 

This area is identified by numbers 01946 (Bitterroot Forest) and 13946 (Salmon 
Forest). RARE II numbers were LIYAG and 04946. Roadless area acreage is: 

National &YXS Acrecj Net Acrea 
Bitterroot (Montana) 102,386 102,286 
Salmon (Idaho) 50,981 50,981 
Total 153,367 153,267 

About two-thirds of this roadless area is in Montana and about one-third is in 
Idaho. Resource values are identified for the whole area, and state and Forest 
portions. 

The Allan Mountain area is located in the southern end of Ravalli County in 
western Montana and the northern portion of Lemhi County in east central Idaho. 
It lies approximately 45 miles south of Hamilton, Montana, and 40 miles north of 
Salmon, Idaho. 

Primary access is via U.S. Highway 93 which parallels the east side of the area 
and by the West Fork Road on the west. Various Forest roads leading from these 
roads serve trailheads which provide access to the interior. Thirty trails 
totaling about 150 miles provide for travel within the area. Four mining roads 
totaling 17 miles intrude into the area. 

The area extends 28 miles from north to south with a width of up to 13 miles 
east to west. The area is shaped like a comma with a consolidated core area 
containing Overwhich Falls (Montana) at the north end and a tail running to the 
southwest. There are several appendages on the north and the southern portion 
is almost bisected by mining roads. 

Elevations range from about 4,800 feet to 9,154 feet at Allan Mountain in 
Idaho. Approximately 60 percent of the area is above 7,000 feet. The Idaho 
portion drains into the Salmon River while the Montana portion drains into the 
Bitterroot River. 

Topography is steep and generally rocky with shallow, sandy-loam soils. 
Drainage bottoms are narrow with steepened slopes rising to relatively narrow 
ridges in the Montana portion and wider, rounder ridges in the Idaho portion. 

The area is mostly forested except for peaks in the Allan and Plquett Mountain 
areas (Montana) and at spots along the Montana-Idaho border. Lodgepole pine, 
subalpine fir and whitebark pine are the major tree species above 7,000 feet. 
At lower elevations, Douglas-fir, ponderosa pine, lodgepole pine, and Engelmann 
spruce prevail. 

Ground cover varies with elevation and aspect but grouse whortleberry, 
pinegrass, beargrass, and elk sedge are common with bunchgrasses on south slopes 
at lower elevations. Large areas east of Piquett Mountain and in the Straight 
Creek drainages (Montana) burned in 1917 and 1919 and some fairly large, grassy 
openings favored by wildlife were created. 
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Streams are small, cold, fast-flowing with gravelly, rocky bottoms and support a 
native fishery. 

Current uses in the area are grazing, mineral exploration, and a variety of 
recreation activities. 

B. z&Q ve . 0 

1. Wilderness Attributes 

a. Natural Integrity and Appearance 

Mining, range management, and fire control activities are the primary impacts in 
the area. Most of the mining and range impacts are located on the Montana 
side. Mining activity includes dozer trails and prospect holes in the Overwhich 
Falls area, Stub roads and pads for core drilling have been reclaimed to 
approximate natural contours. The jeep trail from Road No. 5702 to Overwhich 
Falls primarily consists of wheel tracks with an incised portion near Overwhich 
Falls. Wheel tracks are healing naturally, but the incised portions will be 
evident in the foreseeable future. A short spur road has also been incised 
through unstable slopes a short distance down Overwhich Creek (Montana) creating 
a permanent scar. Mining access road corridors in Hughes and Mine Creeks 
(Montana) and Indian and McCann Creeks (Idaho) are outside the roadless area but 
are blemishes on an otherwise natural appearing landscape. Corridors in Mine 
and Indian Creeks almost bisect the southern portion of the roadless area. 

On the Montana side, evidence of range activities are fences, stock water tanks, 
and a cabin in Warm Springs Creek. Cattle have created bare spots around 
salting grounds and watering areas. Removal of cattle and facilrties would 
allow these areas to heal. 

5, 7" . 1 The most evident fire control impacts are the helispots which have been out 
along ridgetops. In most cases, a gradual return of tree cover would heal these 
areas. 

Man-caused impacts occur on less than 1 percent of the roadless area with most 
near the center in the vicinity of Overwhich Falls. These would be evident to 
users when onsite. Overall, the area is natural appearing. 

b. Opportunities for Solitude 

The size of the core area and topography around Overwhich Falls offer excellent 
opportunities for solitude. This opportunity decreases in the southern portion 
along the state border due to its long, narrow configuration, and the greater 
opportunity to view man's actrvlties because of midslope boundaries. Lower 
slopes leading away from this portion are roaded and timber has been harvested. 

Solitude opportunities are also excellent on the Idaho side in the vicinity of 
Allan Mountain. Here the mountainous region and steep drainages allOW for 
escape from the timber harvest and roads on adjacent lands. Most of the 
appendages offer few opportunities for solitude. 
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o. Primitive Recreation Opportunities 

The area is well-suited to primitive types of recreation. The existing trail 
system is well-maintained and suitable for foot, horse, and trailbike travel. 
Some opportunities exist for cross-country travel and water is available 
throughout the area. Opportunities for high-risk activities such as rock 
climbing are rare. 

d. Other Features 

Subalpine larch stands on Allan Mountain represent the southern limit of this 
tree species. 

Overwhioh Falls, while carrying a relatively small volume of water, is 
spectacular. The geologic processes which led to Overwhich Creek cutting back 
through erosive materials and capturing the upper reaches of Fault Creek are 
significant. 

High scenic values exist in the area around Allan and Piquett Mountains. 
Important cultural resources include a portion of the historic Southern Nez 
Perce Indian Trail and remnants of Forest Service, miner and trapper cabins 
scattered through the area. 

2. Manageability and Boundaries 

The area was inventoried and evaluated for wilderness in the 1979 RARE II 
(Roadless Area Review and Evaluation) Final Environmental Impact Statement. The 
area was designated for nonwilderness uses. Since 1979 timber has been 
harvested and some roading has occurred. On the Bitterroot Forest, the effects 
of the activities have been minimal because most were in appendages that rate 
low in wilderness attributes or were at midslope adjacent to previous activity. 
On the Salmon Forest, area no longer meeting roadless criteria are associated 
with the two mining roads and mineral activity in Indian and McCann Creeks and 
timber sale activity in the northest corner. The following adjustment in net 
acres has taken place since the RARE II inventory: 

Adjustment 
19'79 RARE II inventory 
Timber activity and roads 
Refined acreage calculation 
1983 roadless inventory 

---Rational Forest--- Total 
Bitterroot Salmon Acres 

111,200 46,670 157,870 
-9,549 -691 -10,240 

+635 +5,002 +5,637 
102,286 50,981 153,267 

Most of the current boundary is not on readily identifiable topographic 
features, but is defined by the upper limits of development in individual 
drainages. There are opportunities to move boundaries to topographic features 
to enhance wilderness attributes. 

A large core area (45 percent of the roadless area) with the highest wilderness 
characteristics has been identified. It is enclosed by high ridgetops which 
screen out most off-area evidence of civilization and encompasses the 
upperreaches of Warm Springs, Slate, and Overwhich Creeks in Montana and Indian, 
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Hughes, and Twin Creeks in Idaho. The core area has solitude and most of the 
highest primitive recreation values and special features. Much of the more 
productive timberland that is the most physically suited for development is 
excluded. However, areas of high mineral potential, particularly around 
Over-which Falls, cannot be excluded without seriously compromising wilderness 
characteristics. Most oil and gas leases are outside the core area. Boundary 
changes would also eliminate some of the nonconforming mining uses that are 
around the periphery. 

Separate wilderness boundaries could be identified for each state's portion. On 
the Montana side an area around Overwich Falls is possible, and on the Idaho 
side, a smaller portion around Allan Mountain is possible. 

. 
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C. Availabilitv for Wildernesg 

1. Resource Potential and Use 

Table C-3 
Allan Mountain Roadless Area Resource Potential and Use 

Category 
--------Forest--------- 

Unit Bitterroot Salmon Total 

Gross area 
Net area 
Recreation 

Primitive 
Semiprim. nonmotor. 
Semiprim. motor. 
Roaded natural 

Wildlife habitat 
Elk & deer 

Summer range 
Winter range 

Rocky mountain goat 
Bighorn sheep 

Fisheries streams 
Lakes 
Fisheries lakes 
Water developments 
Livestock range 

Current use 
Suitable rangeland 
Current allotments 
Other suitable 

Tunber 
Tentatively suitable 
Standing volume 

Corridors 
Existing/potential 

Mineral potential 
Very high 
High 
Moderate 
Low 
Mining claims 

021 & gas potential 
Very high 
High 
Moderate 
Low 
Leases 
Leased area 

Acres 102,386 50,981 153,367 
Acres 102,286 50,981 153,267 

RVD's 0 0 0 
RVD's 200 0 200 
RVD's 4,000 2,400 6,400 
RVD's 400 100 500 

Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Miles 
Number 
Acres 
Number 

88,201 
14,085 
3,000 

6: 

350 
0 

50,981 139,182 
0 14,085 

5,000 8,000 
0 0 

'18 82 
1 6 

15 45 
0 0 

AUM's 419 0 419 
Acres 2,823 0 2,823 
Number 4 0 4 
Acres 0 0 0 

Acres 64,976 36,335 101,311 
MMBF 570.9 187.0 757.9 

Number 0 0 0 

Acres 19,789 
Acres 17,403 
Acres 42,829 
Acres 22,265 
Number 449 

50,98(: 
0 
0 

22 

19,789 
68,384 
42,829 
22,265 

471 

Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 
Number 
Acres 

0 
0 
0 

102,286 

4,41: 

0 
0 

50,98: 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

153,267 
7 

4,410 
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2. Selected Resource Values 

a. Recreation 

Current use is light consisting of big-game hunting but includes hiking, 
backpacking, horseback riding, fishing, camping, and ski touring. Major 
attractions include trails and campsites along the major streams and lakes and 
Overwhich Falls, and geologic attractions in that vicinity. The State Line, 
Saddle to Piquett Mountain, Allan Mountain, and Butcherknife Ridge trails 
provide varied subalpine scenery. Use is concentrated in these areas. 

b. Wildlife 

Wildlife includes elk, Rocky Mountain goat, black bears, mule deer, moose, 
mountain lions, wolverines, martens, pileated woodpeckers, golden eagles, hawks, 
ravens, blue and Franklin grouse, cutthroat and brook trout, and smaller animals 
and birds that are typical of moderate to high elevation land. The area also 
provides security areas for game during the hunting season. The Idaho portion 
contains tributaries of five important anadromous fish streams, which are 
directly influenced by habitat conditions in these headwaters. 

0. Water 

This is a relatively high water-producing area. Annual precipitation ranges 
from 40 to 50 inches. Watershed conditions are generally excellent and water 
quality is high. Headwater streams are tributary to the North Fork and main 
Salmon Rivers and the East and West Forks of the Bitterroot River. 

d. Livestock 

A moderate amount of recreational horse use occurs during the fall big-game 
hunting season. Although the Indian Ridge cattle allotment (Idaho) extends into 
the roadlegs area, practically all use occurs outside. The remaining allotments 
are in Montana with use confined primarily to meadows bordering Warm Springs 
Creek and grassy ridgetops to the north of Saddle Mountain and Medicine Point. 

e. Ecology 

Topography, aspect, elevation, and precipitation create ecosystems that are 
characteristic of local mountainous areas. Subalpine larch stands on Allan 
Mountain represent the southernmost limit of this species. -stemon lemhiensig 
is considered vulnerable to extinction and may be present (Bosworth, 1984). 

f. Timber 

About 65 percent of the area is tentatively suitable for timber production. 
Unsuitable lands are concentrated at the highest elevations along the state line 
and prominent lateral ridges, in the vicinity of Allan Mountain and 
Piquett/Rombo Mountains (Montana), and on south- to west-facing slopes dispersed 
throughout the area. Potential productivity ranges from 20 to 84 cubic feet per 
acre per year. Lands of higher site quality and those most suitable 
fordevelopment, due to favorable topography, are generally found at the 
lower/warmer elevations. 
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l3. Minerals and Energy Resources 

Mineral potential is high or very high on about 55 percent of the area. The 
very high rating is near Overwhich Falls where some 400 claims have been located 
and core drilling of low grade copper has occurred. High ratings are also 
concentrated in Overwhich Creek and in the Idaho portion. No new data modifies 
the RARE II rating which was high for the entire Idaho side. Minerals recorded 
include copper, iron, barite, gold, thorium, and rare earths. The oil and gas 
potential is considered low. Oil and gas leases are confined to the northeast 
portion and are all in Montana. 

h. Cultural 

A branch of the Southern Nez Perce Indian Trail is believed to have traversed 
the southern portion near the state line. Sites are assumed to be near the 
trail; however, little is known about cultural sites within the roadless area. 

i. Land Use Authorizations 

There are five outfitter permits in the Montana portion and three in Idaho. 

j. Nonfederal Lands 

There are about 100 acres of privately-owned land along the exterior boundary in 
a tributary of Hughes Creek in Montana. 

k. Other Considerations 

(I) Fire 

Fire occurrence is low to moderate. The potential for large, intense fires is 
moderate due to heavy accumulations of down fuels, particularly in lodgepole 
pine stands decimated by mountain pine beetles in the 1930's. 

(2) Insects and Disease 

Insects and diseases are generally endemic; however, dwarf mistletoe reduces 
annual growth in some areas as does spruce budworm, a recurrent pest. There are 
areas of high-risk lodgepole pine that will become increasingly susceptible to 
mountain pine beetle attack. 

1. Proximity to Other Designated Wildernesses and Population Centers 

See Tables C-l and C-2. 

2. Contribution to the Wilderness Preservation System 

Classification as wilderness would add ecosystems and wildlife species which are 
well-represented in existing wilderness. Climax species such as marten and 
pileated woodpecker would also benefit, as would unroaded security for big game. 
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3. Public Interest 

No wilderness is proposed in either the Montana or Idaho congressional 
delegations' bills of 1984, nor has either governor recommended wilderness for 
any portion of the area. 

In the 1983 roadless area public involvement on the Bitterroot Forest, there was 
little public support for wilderness; however, there was strong support for 
roadless management emphasizing wildlife needs and primitive recreation 
opportunities. Conversely there was also support for managing the area for 
nonwilderness uses due to snowmobiling, timber, and mineral potential. On the 
Salmon Forest, public involvement generated a relatively low level of response 
with opinion about equally divided between wilderness and nonwilderness. 

In RARE II, 15 percent of the responses to the DEIS supported wilderness, 23 
percent nonwilderness, and 62 percent further planning. Response favoring 
further planning came primarily from the Idaho Citizens' RARE II Alternative W. 
Response was similar for both the Montana and Idaho portions. 

Legislative history for the Central Idaho Wilderness Act (P.L.96-312) supported 
nonwilderness management for the entire area (H.R.96-1126, Conference Report). 

In the unit planning process, a large core area centering around Overwhich Falls 
was identified for roadless management. This designation was generally 
acceptable to concerned groups. The Salmon Forest was prepared to evaluate a 
complimentary management emphasis. 

E. A lternativesandnmental Conseauences 

1. Management Emphasis by Alternative 

Management prescriptions providing for roads have been grouped into a roaded 
management emphasis since roading will preclude wilderness in the long term. 
Management prescriptions that do not provide for roads, except for possible 
mineral entry, are identified under an unroaded management emphasis. 
Development such as timber sale activity would preclude wilderness in the short 
term. The semiprimitive recreation emphasis will maintain the roadless 
character, Table C-4 displays total acreage assignments by management emphasis 
and development by decade for each alternative. Table C-5 shows suitable 
timberland and mineral potential acreage by management emphasis and alternative. 

Salmon Forest alternatives are in the preliminary stages of development and 
those that are similar have been matched with Bitterroot Forest alternatives. 
Precise boundaries and acreage figures for each management emphasis are not 
available and may change. However, enough is known to display a full range of 
roaded, unroaded, and wilderness emphases. 

Section E2 uses Bitterroot Forest alternative names such as Alternative A, but 
describes the entire roadless area. 
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Table C-l 
Regional Wilderness and Proximity to Bitterroot Forest 

Table C-2 
Regional Population Centers and Distance from Roadless Areas 
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Table C-4 
Management Emphasis (Allan Mountain) 
(thousand acres) 

Altemtlvc 
Bitterx&. B C EacH, El F G H J 
salmn 2 2 12 1 IO 2 11 

k%aldemes~dwlgnatic~~ 
Roaded Fxlpasi.9 

Bitterrmt Forest 
salmxl Forest 

-onmaid l+b@&s 
Bitterroot FOXY& 
SaloonForest 

S&primitiverexeatlcplFl@asis 
Bitterroot Forest 
LSa.lam Fore.& 

Wildemessdesig&ion 
Bitterrcot Forest 
Sa7xr~Forest 

Areadevelopedby 
Decade 1 

B~tterrwt Forest 
c?almm Forest 

kxxde5 
Bitterrcot Forest 
SalmcslForest 

Areanadlessin" 
DEcadeI 

Bitt.&!rrwt Forest 
sllnrol Forest 

Decade5 
Bzttenmt Forest 
salmsn Forest 

cbrmlt roadless acres 
Bitterx&. Forest 
SaJmx~ FOPS&. 

153.3 
120.1 
77.1 
51.0 

0 
0 
0 

25.2 
a.2 

0 
0 
0 
0 

144.9 
120.6 
78.0 
42.6 

0 
0 
0 

24.3 
24.3 

8.: 

a.: 

53.7 

E . 
153.3 
102.3 
51.0 

33.9 

E 
144:9 
102.3 
42.6 

99.6 111.0 
63.0 82.0 
35.6 20.2 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

153.3 153.3 
102.3 102.3 
51.0 51.0 

144.9 
99.3 
56.7 
42.6 

0 
0 
0 

;:6" 

a.: 

a.: 

20.1 

1::: 
99.3 
56.7 
42.6 

124.8 
96.6 

2: 
45.6 

0 
153.3 
102.3 
51.0 

153.3 
32.8 
32.8 

* 
l 

0 

69.1 
69.5 

* 

0 
0 
0 

153.3 
32.8 
32.8 

* 
0 
0 
* 

69.5 
69.5 

(I 
0 
0 
0 

16.4 19.7 
16.4 19.7 

l * 
32.8 32.8 
32.8 32.8 

l 0 

6.9 
E.9 

l 

$2 
0 

153.3 
102.3 
51.0 

82.6 
82.6 

$I 
* 

153.3 
102.3 
51.0 

153.3 
61.2 

$2 
24.0 
11.8 
12.2 
68.1 
68.1 

0 
0 
0 
0 

19.0 
8.6 

10.4 

$2 
51.0 

134.3 
93.7 
40.6 
68.1 
68.1 

0 
153.3 
102.3 
51.0 

116.7 
43.1 
28.7 
14.4 
a.1 
a.1 

0 

2:: 

36.: 

36.: 

23.6 
9.2 

14.4 
51.2 
36.8 
14.4 

93.1 
93.1 

0 

::5" 
0 

153.3 
102.3 
51.0 

73.5 0 
49.7 0 

4;:: 
0 
0 

0 0 
0 0 

23.08 
0 
0 

23.8 0 

7%: 
00 

152.3 
71.4 101.3 

a.4 51.0 

16.8 0 
2.4 0 

14.4 0 
49.7 0 

4;:: 
0 
0 

56.7 0 
28.5 0 
42.6 0 
23.8 0 
23.8 0 

0 0 
153.3 153.3 
102.3 102.3 
51.0 51.0 
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Table C-5 
Suitable Timberland and Mineral Potential (Allan Mountain) 
(thousand acres) 

FO& Almtive 
Bittsrrcot A B C w El F G H J 
aalum 4 2 2 I2 1 10 2 II 

101.3 

FE 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

2:: 
51.0 

0 
0 
0 

10.9 
10.9 

0 
0 
0 
0 

E:i 
a 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

2.0 
0 

2.0 

79.5 

::: 
0 
0 
0 

19.8 
19.8 

0 
2.0 
0 

2.0 

68.8 59.4 
26.2 16.8 
42.6 42.6 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

10.9 20.3 
10.9 20.3 

a:4 a!4 

a:4 a!4 

21.5 
21.5 

l 

0 
0 
l 

43.5 
43.5 

l 

0 
0 
0 

5.7 
5.7 

l 

0 
0 

3104 
31.4 

l 

0 
0 
0 

21.5 
21.5 

l 

0 
0 
l 

43.5 
43.5 

t 
0 
0 
0 

5.7 
5.7 

. 
0 
0 
0 

31.4 
31.4 

* 
0 
0 
0 

118.2 
22.2 
26.0 
14.1 
3.8 

10.3 
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2. Impacts 

a. Designation: Wilderness 
Management Emphasis: Wilderness 

Nearly the entire area is recommended for wilderness in Alternative J with 
recommendations of 5 percent in Alternatives B and C, 24 percent in G, and 52 
percent in H. Recommendations would expand the wilderness system by creating a 
new wilderness. 

Alternatives B and C preserve those lands with high wilderness attributes while 
minimizing effects on market outputs. Alternative G incorporates that portion 
of the area having the highest wilderness attributes, and H and 3 include 
additional lands with low attributes. 

Timber production is precluded on 100 percent of the tentatively suitable 
timberland in Alternative J, 2 percent in B and C, 26 percent in G and 51 
percent in H. All tentatively suitable timberland amounts to 11 percent of the 
total for the Bitterroot Forest and five percent for the Salmon Forest. 

W ilderness classification precludes management for semiprimitive recreation in 
Alternative J and reduces the acreage available in Alternatives B, C, G, and El. 
Recreation use will continue to be dominated by hunting, fishing, and camping. 
Mechanized trailbike, snowmobile, and chain saw use would be prohibited. 

Mineral exploration and development is foreclosed subject to valid existing 
rights. All land rated as very high or high is withdrawn from entry in 
Alternative J. Ten percent is withdrawn in Alternatives B and C, and about 40 
percent is withdrawn in G and H. 

Nonpriced benefits and costs include: 

A natural level of visual quality is maintained. 
The wilderness system expands. 
A natural level of big-game forage and cover is maintained. 
Cover/forage ratios would be determined by natural events such as fire. 
Vegetation diversity tends toward old growth as modified by a more 
nearly natural role for wildfire. 
Old-growth dependent wildlife species are favored. 
Natural levels of watershed and fisheries are maintained. 
Local wood products employment decreases in Alternative G, H, and J, but 
should remain stable in B and C. 

Economic and social effects vary depending on the amount of tentatively suitable 
timberland and area of high or very high mineral potential recommended for 
wilderness. The wood products and mining industries would not be supported by 
this emphasis. Alternatives G and 3 would probably result in the loss of jobs 
in both counties and H would result in a loss in Ravalli County. Wilderness 
could attract more tourism to the two counties and enhance outfitter 
activities. Publics interested in wilderness and primitive recreation 
opportunities would be supported. 
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b. Designation: Nonwilderness 
Management Emphasis: Roaded 

Bitterroot prescriptions in this emphasis are range, winter range, partial 
retention, roaded retention, and riparian. All roaded prescriptions are in the 
Salmon roaded management emphasis. Some land is assigned to this emphasis in 
all alternatives except J. The highest level is in A and B with about 80 
percent of the roadless area and the lowest in Alternative G at 28 percent. 

Virtually all tentatively suitable timberland is available for timber management 
in Alternatives A and B, 78 percent m C, and 30-50 percent in other 
alternatives. High-value old growth is scheduled for early removal; however due 
to long rotations, old growth will be retained above the minimum level in 
partial retention, retention, and riparian prescriptions. Early harvest is also 
scheduled in lodgepole pine stands which blanket much of the area. 

Roads and timber harvest will foreclose future consideration for wilderness by 
the end of the fifth decade; however, from 45 to 80 percent would remain 
roadless at the end of decade 1. The roadless character would be changed as 
roads reduce the naturalness and solitude of the area. Present semiprimitive 
recreation use would be disrupted as the recreation setting shifts to roaded. 

Access for mineral and energy exploration is enhanced as the road system 
expands. Lands of very high and high mineral potential would be readily 
accessible in Alternatives A and B. 

Transitory forage for livestock and wildlife is created by timber harvest. 

Nonpriced benefits and costs include: 

Visual quality will be at the lowest level (maximum modification) in 
Alternatives A, B and H, and the highest in Alternative 0. 
Characteristics for future consideration as wilderness or semiprimitive 
recreation are foregone by the end of the fifth decade. 
Security cover for elk and other game will be greatly reduced in A, B, 
C, and H; however, road closures will mitigate this effect. 

- Vegetative diversity tends towards younger age classes in A, B, C, E, 
and H, but retains a sizeable old growth component in others. 
Water quality is reduced but mitigated by high road construction and 
maintenance standards. 
Local wood products employment increases signlflcantly m Alternatives 
A, B, and C, remains at current levels in E 
H. 

Economic effects vary depending on the amount of land that 1s suitable for 
timber production and the degree of constraints for visual, wlldlife, and 
watershed values. The greatest positive effect is for Alternatives A, B, and C 
where most tentatively suitable lands are retained in the timber base with few 
constraints. The wood products and mining industries would be supported. 
Publics favoring roadless or wilderness characteristics would not be supported; 
however, much of the area would remain like it is for another 10 years. Those 
publics desiring a semiprimltive recreatxon experience would have to shift use 
elsewhere. Outfitters could continue but hunting experience would be altered. 

and F, and declines in G and 
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C. Designation: Nonwilderness 
Management Emphasis: Semiprimitive Recreation 

The semiprimitive recreation management prescription is in the Bitterroot 
management emphasis, the Salmon has no prescriptions in this emphasis. The 
emphasis includes some land in all alternatives except J. In Alternatives E, F, 
and G, 64 to 68 percent of the roadless area is assigned to this emphasis. In A 
and B only relatively large, high elevation blocks that are not suitable for 
timber production are assigned. 

Except for possible mineral entry, roadless characteristics will be retained 
within a core area in Alternatives C, E, El, F and G, and the land will remain 
available for future wilderness consideration. The roadless character, 
naturalness and solitude would be maintained. Recreation use will continue to 
be dominated by hunting, fishing, and camping; trailbike, snowmobile, and chain 
saw use is compatible. 

Current levels of livestock use would continue. 

Big-game cover forage relationships will be determined by natural events but can 
be modified by prescribed fire. 

Roads are not needed for surface management purposes but will be permitted for 
mineral activities where construction is Justified on the basis of mineral 
showings or data and where it is the next logical step in development of the 
mineral resource. Roaded access would not be provided on 25 to 85 percent of 
those lands having high mineral potential. 

Timber production is precluded on 17 to 70 percent of the tentatively suitable 
timber base of the Bitterroot Forest. No tentatively suitable land is assigned 
this emphasis in Alternatives A and B, and only isolated and intermingled 
suitable land in Alternative C. Tentatively suitable timberland with low 
product values or difficult access are assigned this emphasis in Alternattves E, 
F, and G. 

Nonpriced benefits and costs include: 

A natural level of visual quality is maintained. 
The wilderness option is retained for future consideration. 
Near natural cover/forage ratios for big game are retained but may be 
modified by prescribed fire. 
Old-growth dependent wildlife are favored. 
Natural levels of watershed and fisheries are retained. 
The current mix of recreation is retained. 
Local wood products employment levels decrease in Alternatives F and G, 
should be retained in E, and would increase in A, B, and C. 

Economic and social effects vary depending on the amount of tentatively suitable 
timberland in this emphasis. The effect is greatest in E, F, and G with no 
effect in A and B, and little in C. The wood products industry is not supported 
by this emphasis. Miners could continue to operate; however, costs would be 
higher without road access, Land would remain much like it currently is, thus 
supporting the current recreation mix, livestock grazing, and outfitters. 

c-130 



d. Designation: Nonwilderness 
Management Emphasis: Unroaded 

All Salmon Forest unroaded prescriptions are in this emphasis. The Bitterroot 
Forest unroaded retention prescription is in this emphasis. Land assigned to 
this emphasis is confined to Alternatives F and G with 16 and 5 percent of the 
roadless acreage respectively. 

Timber harvest forecloses future consideration for wilderness by the end of the 
fifth decade; however, nearly all these acres would remain roadless at the end 
of decade 1. The current level and mix of recreation use will be maintained. 
Fourteen and 8 percent of tentatively suitable timberland is included in this 
emphasis in Alternatives F and G, respectively. 

High-value old growth is scheduled for early harvest; however, due to long 
rotations significant old growth will be maintained. Economic efficiency of 
this emphasis is poor since timber harvest is limited to expensive aerial 
systems. Removal of large, old-growth ponderosa pine is efficient but harvest 
of other species may not be. 

Mineral exploration and development is an appropriate use but would be difficult 
due to the lack of road access. Twenty percent of the lands rated as high .i 
mineral potential are included in this emphasis in Alternative F and 2 percent 
in G. 

Transitory forage for livestock and wildlife is created by timber harvest. 

Nonpriced benefits and costs include: 

A high level of visual quality will be retained. 
Future consideration for semiprimitive recreation will be retained. 
Vegetative diversity tends towards a balance in age classes including 
old growth. 
Water quality and fisheries remain at high levels. 
Unroaded big-game security areas are retained. 
Present recreation opportunities are maintained. 

Timber is available to support the wood products industry. Mining is compatible 
with the emphasis although costs to the miners would be high without road 
access. The naturalness of the area would be impacted, but the roadless 
character would not be altered. Current semiprimitive recreation uses would be 
maintained and future consideration for wilderness would be possible. 
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Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Salmon National Forest 
portion) 

This roadless area is not recommended for wilderness designation in 
the preferred alternative on the Salmon National Forest portion. 

On the Salmon National Forest portion, no rasource activities are 
predicted which would preclude consideration of this area for 
wilderness during the next plan revision. Mineral potential is 
high. Timing of possible development of mineral resources is not 
known but if development should occur the area disturbed by mining 
and access construction would be precluded from further wilderness 
consideration. 

The entire roadless area is evaluated in Appendix C of the 
Bitterroot National Forest's Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 
The Salmon National Forest's preferred alternative is a 
recommendatun until the final decision is approved in the 
Bitterroot National Forest's Final Environmental Impact Statement. 

\ 
\ 
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Roadless Area: 13946 Allm MO"*tam Forest Plan Aleernatlve 

Ma"ageGWnt 
Prescrlptron 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 (preferred) 

7.4 Proposed 
W,lderness 8,157 36,706 36,706 36,706 36,706 36,706 50,981 

4,018 1.617 50,981 
11.382 14,231 14,099 14,275 5,121 

3A-58 
3A-5D 
3A-5E 
48-l 
5A 
58 
5c 

46,963 
427 

11,984 849 11,324 12,006 
7,587 8.550 38,915 

23.253 31,107 

2,887 
2.684 
3.583 

42,755 

7,852 
314 

* Refer to Alternative map for preecription descriptron. 

11 Salmon Forest portion only. 



c-134 



c-l.35 



I F 13946 15’ I A1 I 

EXISTING DEVELOPMENTS -**-----.--a . 

C-136 





1. 

ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

NAPOLEON RIDGE ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST 1113501 - 50,183 Net Acres 

Description 

The Napoleon Ridge Roadless Area is located approximately 10 air 
miles north of Salmon, Idaho. The area is bounded on the north by 
a portmn of the Salmon Wild and Scenic River, on the east by 
Forest road 020 along Napoleon Ridge; on the south by Forest road 
023, on the west by Forest road 032 along Pine Creek. The Pine 
Creek road also separates the roadless area to the west, which was 
included as a part of the Stormy Peak-Dump Creek roadless area. 
Access to this area can be gained from the Forest roads adjacent to 
the area. 

The area is dissected by four major drainages, Pine Creek, Moose 
Creek, East Boulder Creek, and Dump Creek. The topography is 
steep, +70 percent slopes, along the Salmon River. Above 6800 feet 
the topography is relatively flat, forming a large basin. Eleva- 
tions range from about 4000 feet to over 8300 feet at Point of 
Rocks. Granite from the Idaho Batholith is the bedrock from which 
the soils are derived, resulting in loamy sand to sand textured 
soils. Summer highs of 80 to 90 degrees are contrasted by winter 
lows of 35 degrees below zero. The vegetation along the Salmon 
River Breaks is Douglas-fir and ponderosa pine, with openings of 
sagebrush and grass. The vegetation at higher elevations is 
lodgepole pine, with large grassy meadows along the streams. The 
ecosystems are western spruce-fir, grand fir/Douglas-fir, and 
western ponderosa. 

Recreation use estimated at 200 RVD's in 1982 includes hunting and 
firewood gathering. 

Nine intrusions totaling 7330 acres were identified within the 
inventorfed boundaries. Five of these have resulted from two 
timber sales and the other four are road corridors. A 1980 timber 
sale of approximately 1.1 million board feet was located in the 
Napoleon Gulch-Comet Creek vicinity. Approximately half the volume 
of this sale was located within the area. A 1982 timber sale 
of 3.450 million board feet was located in the Moose Creek-Fan 
Gulch vicinity. Slightly over half the volume in this sale was 
located within the roadless area. A pre-harvest roading project is 
currently under way along a corridor in the northcentral and 
northwestern portions. Road corridors were also identified near 
Haystack Mountain, in Napoleon Gulch and west towards Little Moose 
Creek from the junction of Moose Creek and Daly Creek. A non-con- 
tiguous portion of the inventoried area, which is also less than 
5000 acres, lies west of the Pine Creek road. There is also an 
area in the Napoleon Gulch-Comet Creek area that is "cut off" from 
the rest of the area by a narrow strip of roadless land less than 
one-half mile wide. The area "cut off" by this narrow neck is less 
than 5000 acres in size. It also has five of the nine intrusions 
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2. 

within it. The areas directly impacted bv these activities no 
longer meet roadless area criteria and those portions of the 
roadless area will not be considered further for wilderness. 

A timber sale of 2.2 million board feet is proposed for 1984 in the 
southern portion. One timber sale of 8.5 million board feet and 
two timber sales of 1.5 million board feet each are proposed for 
sale in 1986. 

This area is substantially natural appearing, but is bordered by 
lands that have been intensively managed for timber harvest on the 
east and west. It is separated from three other roadless areas 
(#13506, 813507, f/13515) by road corridors on the south. 

Although there is outstanding scenery along the Salmon River 
Breaks, the scenery in the remainder of the area is considered 
comon for the Salmon NF. 

Capability -- 
Due to the area's shape, the existing intrusions and fingers caused 
by road corridors and the terrain in the southern two-thirds of the 
unit, it would be virtually impossible to develop logical and 
manageable boundaries for this area. Mitigation by boundary change 
would be difficult at best. Size is a factor with this unit, as 
portions no longer meeting minimum size requirements for wilderness 
designation have been isolated by intrus-ions and portions remaining 
are in long, narrow bands. 

Man's influence on the natural integrity of this area has been verv 
10". The mining related impacts that exist are long term in 
nature, with little feasibility of correction; however, they 
comprise a small percentage of the area. Existing and proposed 
timber activities have had a substantial impact by breaking the 
area into smaller parcels. 

This unit would be apparently natural to most visitors, but there 
are impacts that would be apparent to some. 

Due to small size, small distance from perimeter to core, onlv 
moderate topographic and vegetative screening and lack of diver- 
sity, the area provides little opportunity for solitude and primi- 
tive recreation. 

Opportunities for challenging experiences are rare. 
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3. Availability 

Resource Potentials and Use 

Current low recreation use related to hunting is not expected to 
significantly change in the future. Firewood gathering would be 
prohibited should the area be classified wilderness. 

Wildlife habitat diversity in this area ranges from the harsh river 
breaks along the main Salmon River and lower Pine Creek, to the 
homogeneous lodgepole pine stands on Upper East Boulder Creek. The 
lower elevatmns of this area provide key big game winter range, 
particularly on the east side of the Pine Creek dramage. Forage 
is limiting on the higher summer range areas, and timber management 
on these sites could increase big game habitat potential by creat- 
mg a more favorable cover/forage ratio. Old growth timber in the 
mid- elevational zone provides abundant habitat for cavity nesters 
and other species such as pileated woodpeckers and pine martin. 
Bighorn sheep are common in the northwestern portion, where moun- 
tain goats are occasionally observed. The western portion provides 
high quality mountam lion habltat. The upper portion of the 
Virginia Gulch drainage currently offers near optimum summer 
habltat for elk and mule deer. 

Pine Creek has anadromous fish habitat. Several streams contain 
populations of resident trout. Stream habitats are generally 
characterzed by moderate to high channel gradients with associated 
plunge pool holding areas. Habitat condition is good to excellent. 
Anadromous fish production potential is moderate. Fishing use in 
most streams is very light. 

The area has small and moderate size drainages directly tributary 
to the Salmon River and Panther Creek. Hot Springs Creek has a 
natural hot spring used extensively for recreational bathing. Most 
of area is in good to excellent hydrologic conditmn; however, past 
mining has had an extensive impact in this area. In the late 19th 
century, the upper Moose Creek watershed was diverted into the 
smaller Dump Creek channel. The resulting erosion and channel 
cutting in Dump Creek formed an enormous chasm. Other impacts from 
mining are seen in Boulder Creek. Water yield from this area is 
generally low to moderate, as annual precipitation is usually less 
than 20 inches. 

Portions of Napoleon Gulch, Pine Creek and Diamond-Moose cattle and 
horse grazing allotments are within the roadless area. Napoleon 
Gulch grazing allotment has not been used for several years. Pine 
Creek is grazed by domestic horses and contributes approximately 
150 AUM's of use each year. Diamond/Moose C&H allotment contrib- 
utes approximately 1000 AUM's. There are no structural mprove- 
ments on either allotment. 

An estimated 170.6 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated annual potentlal yield 
of 1.9 million board feet. A 1980 timber sale of approximately 1.1 
million board feet was located in the Napoleon Gulch-Comet Creek 
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vicinity. Approximately half the volume of this sale was located 
within the area. 

A small eastern portion of this area (4-501 in RARE II) was rated 
as high hardrock mineral potential in the RARE II evaluation, which 
subsequent company drilling has further substantiated. Past 
mineral production from the eastern area includes gold and silver. 
There are six patented mining claims within the eastern area. 
Mineral potential in the eastern area includes gold, silver, 
copper, and molybdenum. Most of the Napoleon Ridge Roadless Area 
was not included in the RARE II evaluation. Large portions of the 
additional area have an unknown hard rock mineral potential. Past 
mineral production from this additional area includes lode and 
placer gold. Known mineral potential for portions of this addi- 
tional area include gold, thorium, rare earths, and uranium. The 
extreme western portion of 13501 has an undetermined potential for 
geothermal development. An estimated 320 acres of an existing 
geothermal lease is within this portion of 13501. There is no 
known potential for the occurrence of any other currently leasable 
minerals. Mining claim owners continue to do assessment work. 
Some claimants are currently expanding their claim activity. 

The potential for prehistoric cultural resources 1s considered high 
along the Salmon River, moderate to low throughout the remainder of 
the unit. 

The area includes ten System trails totaling 38 miles, and four 
segments of System roads totaling 2.5 miles. There is one Special 
Use permit within the area for irrigation water purposes in lower 
Maxwell Gulch. The area previously has been, but is not now, used 
for Outfitter and Guide purposes. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is moderate. 

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter, there is an increasing 
hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic. However, many 
lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over- 
stocking. Western spruce budworm is periodically killing some of 
the understory Douglas-fir, especially on the drier sites. OCCa- 
sionally the tops of the larger trees are being killed. The 
Douglas-fir beetle periodicallv kills small groups of the older, 
larger Douglas- fir. Similar mortality occurs in the old ponderosa 
pine due to the western pine beetle. Dwarf mistletoe is causing 
serious deterioration in many Douglas-fir stands. 

The area includes 152 acres of private land situated in five 
separate tracts. 

4. Need 

Napoleon Ridge Roadless Area is located approximately 15 road miles 
from the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. Use of this 
wilderness ranges from low to high, depending on the particular 
area. 
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The Roadless Area is located approximatelv 30 road miles from 
Salmon, Idaho; 170 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 110 miles 
from Missoula, Montana. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Stormy Peak - Dump 
Creek #304 and Haystack Mountain #313 Roadless Areas. The decision 
in the RARE I FEIS was to manage these areas for non-wilderness 
resource development. Public opinion received on the areas during 
RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was against further study for 
wilderness. The areas were not considered highly controversial 
during RARE I. 

Ecosystems found in this area represented throughout the Forest and 
in the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. 

The Stormy Peak - Dump Creek and Havstack Mountain Roadless Areas 
were further evaluated in the Moose Creek Unit Land Management Plan 
ma. The decision in the LMP was to manage these areas for nan- 
wilderness resource development, with a portion of the area to be 
managed in a roadless condltlon. Again public opinion was against 
further study for wilderness. The wilderness/non-wilderness issue 
was not highly controversial in the LMP process. 

The Stormy Peak-Dump Creek and Haystack Mountain Roadless Areas 
were not evaluated during RARE II because of decisions reached 
through the Moose Creek Unit Land Management Plan. 

The Napoleon Ridge Roadless Area #04-501, which was not inventoried 
as a Roadless Area in RARE I was inventoried and evaluated in RARE 
II. The decision in the RARE II FEIS was to manage these lands for 
non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion was for non- 
wilderness uses. The wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not 
highly controversial. 

During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wilderness 
Act establishing the River of No Feturn Wilderness I/ (Public Law 
96-312 - July 23, 1980), the House/Senate Joint Con&ttee in con- 
sideration of S.2009 did express an opinion on page PS-9 of their 
Conference Report that the Napoleon Ridge Roadless Area f/04-501 
will "remain subject to sustained - yield multiple use management 
under the statutes and regulations generally applxable to all 
non-wilderness National Forest system lands." 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d' Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August, 
1983. Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent 
letter with four proposals i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 

I-/ The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank Church--River 
of No Return Wilderness" through P.L. 98-231, March 14, 1984, to 
honor Idaho Senator Frank Church who was instrumental in passing 
the Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the Wilderness Act 
of 1964. 
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Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
has received additional input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans 
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Depart- 
ment of Fish and Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans 
for both wilderness and roadless management areas over the state. 
They did not include this area in their proposal. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for Napoleon 
Ridge Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The Napoleon Ridge Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor 
has it been included in any of the additional or modified recommen- 
dations. The area was not considered controversial during the 
Forest Planning review of roadless lands. 

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Some resource activity would occur on about 25 percent of the area 
which would preclude that portion of the area from consideration 
for wilderness during the next plan revision. Some portions of the 
area have a high mineral potential while the ma:lority of the area 
has an unknown potential. Timing of any mineral development 
activities is unknown. 
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Effects of KlldernesslNon-wilderness Nanaeement Preserivtmns 

NANAGEMENT PRESCR1PTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTRRNATIm 
(Acres) 

Roadless Area: 13501 Napoleon Ridge Porerzt Plan Alternar~ve 

NanagemenC 
PreSCrlptlO” 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 (preferred) 

7A Proposed 
Wilderness 12,044 12,044 35,630 50.183 

Non-wzlderness’ 
2A 

i 
48,999 37.593 

28 7,388 2,125 
3A-5C 4,563 
3A-5D 3,595 
3A-5E 326 5.980 

b;& 
49 2.961 

4A 7.870 a;443 
4B-1 7,128 135 6,845 6,816 7,807 7.143 
5A 63 12,042 
5B 37,454 24.016 38,696 32,009 
5c 1,746 18.976 4.642 6.132 
5E 723 27.113 29.894 17,467 546 

14,553 

38.233 
10,715 

1.235 

5F 4,049 
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1. 

ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

WEST PANTHER CREEK ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13504 - 36,064 Net Acres 

Description 

The West Panther Creek Roadless Area is approximately 23 air miles 
due west of the City of Salmon. It is bounded on the northwest and 
west by the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness, on the 
south by Blackbird Ridge and the lower one from Salmon to Blackbird 
Mine, and on the east by Panther Creek. Access can be gained to 
the area at the mouths of Clear Creek and Big Deer Creek along the 
Panther Creek Road, and from a mining road near the Blackbird Mine. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless areas, 
the powerline was considered as an intrusion into the West Panther 
Creek Roadless Area that separated a portion of the area in the 
southeast corner from the rest of the roadless area. This 
non-contiguous area is now being evaluated as a separate roadless 
area, South Panther #13504a. Another non-contiguous area to the 
southwest 1s separated by the powerline and does not meet the 5000 
acre wilderness criteria. This area is no longer considered for 
wilderness potential. 

The area is dissected by one major stream, Big Deer Creek, and two 
smaller drainages, Little Deer Creek and Quartz Gulch. SCXWral 
small drainages feed directly into Big Deer Creek and Panther 
Creek. The side slopes along Panther Creek and the lower reach of 
Big Deer Creek are steep (t70Z) with many rock outcrops and near 
surface rock, and talus slopes. Ramming slopes are from 20 to 60 
percent. The lowest point in the Roadless Area is along Panther 
Creek, which is 3500 feet; the highest point is located along 
Blackbird Ridge, and is over 9000 feet. Big Deer Creek forms a 
boundary between the granite bedrock to the north and the quartzite 
bedrock to the south. Granitic bedrock forms loamy sand textured 
soils; quartzite forms sandy loam textured soils. Much of the area 
is timbered with lodgepole pine, subalpine fir, Douglas-fir, and 
ponderosa pine. Sage and grass occupy the open hillsides. Western 
ponderosa, the western spruce-fir, and grand fir/Douglas-fir are 
the ecosystem types represented m the area. 

During 1982 an estimated 6200 RVD's of recreation use occurred in 
the Panther Creek Roadless Area, primarily related to hunting, 
backpackmg, and horseback ridmg. 

Mining related access road intrusions totaling 886 acres were 
identified within the southern portion of the unit from the 
Blackbird Mine properties to Big Deer Creek and approximately one 
mile up Indian Creek. The Cobalt Townsite and Blackbird Mine 
powerline corridors cross the southeastern end of the unit and 
split it into three separate parcels. The southwestern parcel is 
less than 5000 acres. This isolated portmn of the roadless area 
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and the road intrusion portion no longer meet roadless area cri- 
terla and will not be considered further for wilderness. 

A timber sale of 8.0 million board feet is proposed for FY 1985 in 
the Big Deer Creek drainage. 

The southeastern tip split off by the powerline is greater than 
5000 acres and will be considered further as a new inventoried area 
8135048 South Panther Creek. 

The area is essentially natural appearing. 

It is bordered on the west and north by the Frank Church--Ri_ver of 
No Return Wilderness; by mining activities and lands managed 
intensively for timber harvest on the south; and separated by a 
road corridor from Roadless Area 13506 on the east. 

The unit is comprised primarily of scenery that would be considered 
common for the Salmon National Forest. 

2. Capabilitv 

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for a large 
portion of this unit. Size does not affect consideration of this 
area for wilderness as it is adjacent to the Frank Church--River of 
No Return Wilderness. 

The overall influence of man's past activities on natural integrity 
has been low to moderate. The primary existing impacts are a 
mining impact in the Big Deer Creek Drainage and a powerline 
corridor in the southern tip which has little feasibilfty of 
correcting. The powerline corridor could be easily deleted from 
any proposed wilderness bv a boundary modification. one portion of 
the area is "split" by the powerline and no longer meets size 
qualifications for consideration as wilderness. 

Most visitors would find the majority of thjs unit to be apparently 
natural. 

Due to large size, good topographic and vegetative screening, 
proximity to existing wilderness, high diversitv and lack of 
developed recreation facilities, there is a very high opportunity 
for solitude and primitive recreation. Few opportunities for 
challenging experiences exist. 

3. Availabilitv 

Resource Potentials -- 
Recreation use at present is considered moderate and is primarily 
related to hunting and wilderness access. There would likely be a 
slight increase should this area become designated as wilderness, 
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as it provides early and late season access to the Frank Church- 
-River of No Return Wilderness. 

Mule deer, elk, and bighorn sheep are year-round residents here, 
where they spend winters along the Panther Creek face. Natural 
mineral licks which occur in the Lick Creek and Mud Lick Creek 
areas are frequented by these big gme species. Black bear and 
mountain lion are also abundant, Mixed stands of old growth 
ponderosa pine and Douglas-fir between Lick Creek and Indian Creek 
provide high quality habitat for cavity nestmg birds and mammals. 

Fish habitat is limited to the upper reaches of Panther Creek and 
Big Deer Creek because of mining induced pollutmn further down- 
stream. Conditions previously were considered good to excellent. 
Fishing use in Upper Big Deer Creek is light and quality would be 
high. 

The small drainages in this area are in an excellent hydrologic 
condition and produce moderate to large volumes of excellent 
quality water. However, several streams have been significantly 
impacted by historic minmg actlvitxs. Acid mine dramage has 
severely damaged the water quality of Blackblrd Creek, lower Big 
Deer Creek, and lower Panther Creek, making these streams no longer 
favorable fish habitat. 

W ith the exceptmn of a small amount of recreational horse use, the 
area is not grazed by livestock. 

An estimated 194 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield of 
2.1 millmn board feet. 

The area's hardrock mineral potential was rated high in the RARE II 
evaluation and no new data modifies the high rating. No mineral 
production has occurred from this area, whrch lies immediately 
adjacent to the Blackbird Mine, a major past producer of cobalt, 
copper and gold. Mining clam owners are continuing to do assess- 
ment work. Numerous cobalt-copper occurrences lie throughout the 
south half of j/13504. No known potential for currently leasable 
minerals exxts. 

The potential for prehxtorlc cultural resources is considered high 
adJacent to Panther Creek, and moderate to low throughout the 
remainder of the unit. Hxtoric structures exist within the unit, 
but they have not been evaluated for their significance. 

This area mcludes six system trails totaling 39 miles. There are 
1.2 miles of system road and 8.6 miles of 69 KV powerline within 
the intrusion and guide permits are issued for the area. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is moderate. 
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Some Douglas-fir stands in the lower portmns of Big Deer Creek are 
infested with dwarf mistletoe , and there are endemic levels of 
Mountain Pine Beetle and Douglas-fir Beetle within the unit. 

The area includes two tracts of private land totaling 51 acres in 
Birch Creek and Little Deer Creek. 

4. Need 

The Panther Creek Roadless Area is adjacent to the Frank Church- 
-River of No Return Wilderness. The adjacent portion of the 
wilderness receives moderate to light use, primarily hunting 
related, and as access to the high lakes. 

This unit is approximately 35 miles from Salmon, Idaho; 175 miles 
from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 165 miles from Missoula, Montana. 

The area does not contain any ecosystems determined from RARE II to 
be in need of representation in the wilderness systems. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Clear Creek-Garden 
Creek #282 and the Big Deer Creek #283 roadless areas. The deci- 
sion in the RARE I FEIS was to manage Big Deer Creek for 
non-wilderness resource management and Clear Creek-Garden Creek was 
recommended for further study. The public was generally in agree- 
ment that both areas needed further study. The areas were con- 
sidered controversial in RARE I. 

The Clear Creek-Garden Creek #282 and Big Deer Creek #283 roadless 
areas were inventoried and evaluated in RARE II as the Panther 
Creek Roadless Area j/04504. During the evaluation the area was 
"split" into three units i.e., East Panther Creek E4504, South 
Panther Creek S4504 and West Panther Creek 84504. The environ- 
mental groups recommended the entire area for wilderness in their 
RARE II Idaho Citizens Alternative "W." The decision in the RARE 
II FEIS was to manage the East and South units for non-wilderness 
resource management and the West Panther Creek unit was recommended 
for wilderness. West Panther Creek was subsequently legislated 
into wilderness, with minor boundary adjustments for manageability, 
through the Central Idaho Wilderness Act (Public Law 96-312 July 
23, 1980). Public opinion was divided on the area and it was 
considered highly controversial during RARE II. 

During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wilderness 
Act establishing the River of No Return Wilderness A/ the 
House/Senate Joint Committee, in consideration of S2009, expressed 
an opinion on page PS-9 of their Conference Report that East 
Panther Creek E4504 and South Panther Creek 54504 will "remain 

l-/ The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank Church--River 
of No Return Wilderness" through P.L. 98-231, March 14, 1984, to 
honor Idaho Senator Frank Church who was instrumental in passing 
the Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the Wilderness Act 
of 1964. 
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subject to sustained yield multiple use management under the 
statues and regulations generally applicable to all non-wilderness 
National Forest system lands." 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise and Idaho Falls during August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals i.e., the &rest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other user groups and the 1979 Idaho Wildlife Federa- 
tion proposal. Following the hearings Senator McClure received 
additional input from the environmental groups and the Governor of 
Idaho. The Idaho Department of Fish and Game had provided input to 
Governor Evans. None of the groups expressed any special prefer- 
ences for the East or South Panther Creek units. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho T\Tool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women m Timber all recommended no wilderness for Panther 
Creek Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The Panther Creek Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor 
has it been included in any of the additional or modified recommen- 
dations. The area was not considered controversial during the 
Forest Planning review of roadless lands. 

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Some resource activity would occur on about 65 percent of the area 
which would preclude that portjon of the area from consideration 
for wilderness during the next plan revision. Mineral potential is 
high. Timing of possible mineral development is not known but if 
development should occur the area disturbed by mining and access 
construction would be precluded from further wilderness 
consideration. 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 II 12 (preferred) 

25,966 25.966 25,966 36.064 36,064 

2,663 4,140 3,464 470 3,296 
1,244 6.623 788 695 

6,459 13,172 
2.754 13.745 

22.281 18,067 22,144 15,792 13,806 27.662 
13,920 13,649 13,782 5.106 

24,188 8,854 10.098 8.933 
4.946 

* Refer to Alrernat~ve map for prescripcmn descrlptmn. 
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ROADLESS AREA BOUNDARY ......... 

EXISTING DEVELOPMENTS 

PLANNED DEVELOPMENT A 

LESS THAN 5000 ACRES 
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ROADLESS AREA EVALDATION 

SOUTH PANTHER ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13504A -- 6,710 Net Acres 

1. Description 

The South Panther Roadless Area, which was part of the West Panther 
Roadless Area in the initial review of inventoried roadless areas, 
is being avaluated as a separate area. Tbe powerline from Salmon 
to the Blackbird Mine was considered au intrusion which made this 
area no longer contiguous with West Panther Roadless Area. 

The South Panther Roadless Area is approximately 23 air miles due 
west of the City of Salmon. The area is bounded on the northwest 
and southwest by the powerline. On the north and east the area is 
bounded by Panther Creek. Quarts Gulch forms the drainage for this 
area. The topography of the area is broad rounded ridges and a 
dendritic drainage pattern formed by Quartz Gulch. Elevations 
range from 4000 feet at Panther Creek to 8000 feet. Quartsite 
forms the bedrock and soil textures are loamy sand. Most of the 
area is timbered with Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine. Grand 
fir/Douglas-fir are the ecosystems represented in this area. 

Recreation uses are extremely light and are related to big game 
hunting. Use was estimated as insignificant in 1982. 

The south Panther Creek Roadless Area has no intrusions within it 
and none are planned for the near future. 

The area is essentially natural appearing. There are no special 
features or attractions. 

2. Capability 

Logical and manageable boundaries exist for this unit. Size is a 
factor as the unit is near the minimum size required. 

Man's influence on the natural integrity of the unit has been 
moderate and is evidenced by the powerline corridor which forms two 
boundaries. 

Visitors would find the interior of the unit to be apparently 
natural. 

Due to small size, poor distance from core to perimeter, lack of 
topographic screening and lack of diversity, this unit offers very 
low opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation erperiences. 

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious 
hazards are rare. 
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3. Availability 

Current inconsequential recreation use is not expected to change. 

There are no known prehistoric or historic cultural resources in 
the area. 

Mule deer, elk, and bighorn sheep are year-round residents here, 
where they spend winters along the Panther Creek face. Black bear 
and mountain lion are also abundant. Mixed stands of old growth 
ponderosa pine and Douglas-fir provide high quality habitat for 
cavity nexting birds and mammals. 

An estimated 36 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield 
of 0.40 million board feet. 

The area's hardrock mineral potential was rated high in the RARE II 
evaluation and no new data modifies the high rating. No mineral 
production has occurred from this area. Mining claim owners are 
continuing to do assessment work. Numerous cobalt-copper occur- 
rences lie throughout the south half of F13504A. No known poten- 
tial for currently leasable minerals exists. 

Prehistoric cultural resources potential is considered low through- 
out the unit. Historic structures exist within the unit, but have 
no been evaluated for their significance. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is moderate. 

Endemic levels of Mountain Pine Beetle and Douglas-fir Beetle occur 
within the unit. 

4. Need 

The South Panther Creek Roadless Area is directly north of the 
Cobalt Townsite. The unit receives light use which is primarily 
hunting related, 

It is not known if the area represents any unique ecosystems. 

During RARE I this are was inventoried as the Clear Creek-Garden 
Creek #282 and the Big Deer Creek #293 roadless areas. The decl- 
sion in the RARE I FEIS was to manage Big Deer Creek for non-wil- 
derness resource management and Clear Creek-Garden Creek was 
recommended for further studv. The public was generally in agree- 
ment that both areas needed further study. The areas were con- 
sidered controversial in RARE I. 

The Clear Creek-Garden Creek #282 and Big Deer Creek #283 roadless 
areas were inventoried and evaluated in RARE II as the Panther 
Creek Roadless Area #04504. During the evaluation the area was 
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"split" into three units, i.e., East Panther Creek E4504, South 
Panther Creek 54504, and West Panther Creek W4504. The environ- 
mental groups recommended the entire area for wilderness in their 
RARE II Idaho Citizens Alternative "W." The decision in the RARE 
II FEIS was to manage the East and South units for non-wilderness 
resource management and the \Jest Panther Creek unit was recommended 
for wilderness. West Panther Creek was subsequently legislated 
into wilderness, with minor boundary adjustments for manageability, 
through the Central Idaho Wilderness Act (Public Law 96-312 
July 23, 1980). Public opinion was divided on the area and it was 
considered highly controversial during RARE II. 

During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wilderness 
Act establishing the River of No Return Wilderness l-1 the 
House/Senate Joint Committee, in consideration of S2009, expressed 
an opinion on page PS-9 of their Conference Report that East 
Panther Creek E4504 and South Panther Creek S4504 will "remain 
subject to sustained yield multiple use management under the 
statutes and regulations generally applicable to all non-wilderness 
National Forest System Lands." 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other user groups and the 1979 Idaho Wildlife Federa- 
tion proposal. Following the hearings Senator McClure received 
additional input from the environmental groups and the Governor of 
Idaho. The Idaho Department of Fish and Game had provided input to 
Governor Evans. None of the groups expressed any special prefer- 
ence for the East or South Panther Creek units. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for South 
Panther Creek Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

L/ The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank Church--River 
of No Return Wilderness" through P.L. 98-231, March 14, 1984, to 
honor Idaho Senator Frank Church who was instrumental in passing 
the Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the Wilderness Act 
of 1964. 
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Following introduction of the VMA new and/or modified recomenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The South Panther Creek Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA 
nor has it been included in any of the additional or modified 
recommendations. The area was not considered controversial during 
the Forest Planning review of roadless-lands. 

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 17) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further 
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision. 
Mineral potential is high. Timing of possible mineral development 
is not known but if development should occur the area disturbed by 
mining and access construction would be precluded from further 
wilderness consideration. 
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Roadless Area: 135046 South Psnther Forest Plan Alternarlve 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 a 9 10 11 12 (preferred) 

6.710 6.710 6,710 6,710 

1.478 1,864 1,339 1,031 2.192 
2.872 3,026 

2.078 
6.710 2,653 

6,710 6,710 4,518 
5,232 1,974 
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1. 

ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

MCELENY ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST f/13505 - 3,608 Net Acres 

Description 

McEleny Roadless Area is 35 air miles southwest of Salmon, Idaho. 
It is bounded by the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness on 
the north, east, and west, and on the south by the Yellowjacket 
Creek Forest road 112 and an area of mining activity. 

Dissected by small drainages tributary to Yellowjacket and Hoodoo 
Creeks, the area's topography is a result of the dendritic drainage 
pattern that these small streams developed. The slopes are between 
50 and 70 percent along Hoodoo Creek and Yellowjacket Creek, and 30 
to 50 percent along and near the ridges. Elevations range from 
5,500 feet to over 8,900 feet. Glaciation has developed a small 
cirque pocket at the head of Black Eagle Creek. Summer highs of 80 
to 90 degrees are contrasted by winter lows of 40 below zero. 
Annual precipitation between 15 and 25 inches falls mostly as snow. 
Soils are formed from quartzite bedrock; textures range from sandy 
loams to loamy sand. Most of the area is covered with Douglas- fir 
and lodgepole pine, With talus and rock outcroppings at the higher 
elevations. The ecosystems represented are western spruce- fir and 
grand fir/Douglas-fir. 

Several intrusions were identified within the unit during review of 
the inventory. One timber sale of approximately 900 thousand board 
feet was sold in 1982. In addition, there are numerous roads 
associated with mining activitjes and a water line/spring develop- 
ment. These intrusions total 2065 acres which no longer meet 
roadless area criteria and will not be considered further for 
wilderness. 

No additional intrusions have been planned in the area through 
current action plans. 

Recreation use, estimated as inconsequential in 1982, is limited to 
an occasional hunter. 

Portions of the area have been significantly altered by m!.ning 
activity. 

The unit is adjacent to the Frank Church--River of No Return 
Wilderness on the west, north, and east, it is separated from 
roadless area f/13518 by a road corridor on the south. 

The scenery and features in this area are considered common for the 
Salmon National Forest. 
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2. Capability 

It is not likely that logical and manageable boundaries could be 
developed for this area, whfch is the remainder of a much larger 
roadless area that was included in the Frank Church--River of No 
Return Wilderness. It was necessary to delete this portion of the 
larger roadless area in order to develop a manageable boundarv for 
the wilderness. Size is not a factor as it is contiguous with 
existing wilderness. 

Man's Influence on the natural integrity of this uxit has been 
high. There are numerous mines and associated roads throughout the 
area. 

The area is obviously impacted in many sections. Although the area 
has dense vegetative screening, its small size and existing impacts 
offers low opportunity for solitude and primitive recreation, and 
opportunities for challenging experiences are rare. 

3. Availability 

Resource Potential and Use 

Current low recreation use is not expected to change. 

This small area provides some summer big game habitat, but its most 
important attribute is transitional spring-fall range for mule deer 
and elk. The lower elevations are primarily occupied by sagebrush 
communities, and habitat management opportunities through timber 
harvest methods are very limitad. 

There are no known fisheries or fish habitat in this area. 

The area is located in a moderate precjpitation zone in tributaries 
to Yellowjacket Creek. Generally, watershed conditions are good, 
but small areas within and adjacent to the roadless area have been 
subject to historic mining activities. The area contributes 
generally excellent quality water to the Middle Fork of the Salmon 
River. 

With the exception of a small amount of recreational horse use, the 
area is not grazed by livestock. 

An estimated 13 million board feet of sawtimber prowing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential vield of 
0.1 million board feet per year. 

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated high in the 
RARE II evaluation and no new data modifies the original rating. 
Past mineral production includes gold, silver, copper, and zinc. 
The area contains five past producing mines, several patented 
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mining claims, and associated low standard access roads. Non- 
patented mining claim owners continue assessment work, with some 
expanding their claim activity. There is no known potential for 
currently leasable minerals. 

The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is unknown. The 
area's numerous mining related structures have not been evaluated 
for historic significance. 

The area includes 0.4 mile of System trail and 0.3 mile of non- 
System trail, and 0.2 mile of non-System road. Outfitter/Guide 
Permittees do not currently use McEleny Roadless Area. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is light. 

As the lodgepole and whitebark pine increase in diameter there is 
an increasing hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic in 
the lodgepole stands in the upper part of the area. The Douglas- 
fir in the lower elevations has been repeatedly attacked bv western 
spruce budworm, which kill much of the understorv Douglas-fx. 
Occasionally, the tops of the larger trees are killed. The 
Douglas- fir beetle periodicallv kills small groups of the older, 
larger trees. 

The area includes two tracts of private land, one at Rlack Eagle 
Mine and one in lower Hoodoo Creek, totaling 54 acres. 

Need 

McEleny Roadless Area is adjacent to a portion of the Frank Church- 
-River of No Return Wilderness where use is extremely light. 

The Roadless @aa is located approximatelv 60 miles from Salmon, 
Idaho; 200 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho: and 190 miles from 
Missoula, Montana. 

The area does not contain any ecosystems determined from RARE II to 
be in need of representation in the wilderness system. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Yellowjacket Creek 
Roadless Area #'286. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage 
the land for non-wilderness resource management. Public opinion 
was divided on the area during RARE I. The area was considered 
controversial. 

During RARE II the Yellowjacket Creek Roadless Area #286 was 
inventoried as the McElenv Roadless Area #04505. The recommenda- 
tion in the RARE II FEIS was for wilderness desi,gnation. Public 
opinion on the area was highlv divided and the area was considered 
highlv controversial. 
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The area was considered by Congress during the development of the 
Central Idaho Wilderness Act establishing the River of No Return 
Wilderness I/ (Public Law 36-312 July 23, 1980). Most of the area 
was included in the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. 
Boundary adjustments were made for manageability and to exclude 
areas of high mineral activity. These boundary adiustments were 
considered by Congress in the final passage of the Central Idaho 
Wilderness Act. The residual portions of the McEleny Roadless Area 
are being further evaluated in the Forest Planning process as 
Roadless Area f/13505. 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise and Idaho Falls in August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commoditv ueer groups and the 1979 Idaho Wildlife 
Federation proposal. Following the hearings Senator McClure has 
received additional input from the environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The Idaho Department of Fish and Game provided 
input to Governor Evans. Neither the environmental groups, 
Governor Evans nor the Idaho Department of Fish and Game recommend- 
ed any special classification for the residual portions of the 
McElenv Roadless Area. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First' recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail MachIne Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the McEleng 
Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The McElenv Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it 
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendations. 
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan- 
ning review of roadless lands. 

L/ The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank Church--River 
of No Return Wilderness" through P.L. 98-231, March 14, 1984, to 
honor Idaho Senator Frank Church who was instrumental in passing 
the Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the Wilderness Act 
of 1964. 
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Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further 
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision. 
Mineral potential is high. Timing of possible mineral development 
is not known but if development should occur the area disturbed bv 
mining access construction would be precluded from further 
wilderness consideration. 
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Effects of Wilderness/Non-wilderness Manazement Prescriptions 

TABLE A 

NANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN &TERN&JIVE 
(Acres) 

Roadlees Area: 13505 HsEleng Forest PIan Alreroat~vve 

Wanagement 
Prescriptmn 

,A Proposed 
Wilderness 

Non-vxlderness* 

1 2 3 

1,948 

4 5 6 7 8 

1.948 

9 10 11 12 (preferred) 

1.948 3.608 

28 779 
3A-58 3,608 

3,608 
3,608 

3A-5E 881 
1.660 3.608 

58 3.608 3,608 3.608 
5c 

3,608 

1.660 

* Refer to Alternative map for preacrlptlon description. 
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

JUREANO ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13506 - 25,506 Net Acres 

1. Description 

Jureano Roadless Area is 15 air miles west of Salmon, Idaho. The 
area is bounded on the east bv road 061 along Moose Creek, on the 
southeast by the powerline from Salmon to the Cobalt Mine, on the 
west by the Panther Creek Road 055, and on the north by a developed 
area in Hot Springs Creek. Access can be gained from these Forest 
roads. 

The area is dissected by Trail Creek, Beaver Creek, and smaller 
drainages that flow into Panther Creek. The slopes along Panther 
Creek are steep (+70 percent) and rockv. Elevations range from 
3,500 feet to over 8,300 feet at Jureano Lookout. Summer highs of 
80 and 90 degrees are contrasted by winter lows of 40 degrees below 
zero. Soils are derived from granite of the Idaho Batholith and 
quartzite bedrock. Textures range from sandy loam to sand. 
Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine cover much of the area, with open- 
ings of sagebrush and grass. Much of the Panther Creek face is 
rock outcrop and talus slopes. The ecosvstem is western spruce-fir 
and grand fir/Douglas-fir. 

Recreation use estimated at 2,700 RVD's in 1982 is primarily 
related to hunting. 

Three intrusions totaling 290 acres were Identified during the 
review of the roadless area inventory. One is a road corridor up 
Beaver Creek, one resulted from a 1968 timber sale in the northeast 
corner of the area near the headwaters of Beaver Creek, and one on 
the south end resulted from the Cobalt Townsite powerline. Two 
portions of the inventoried area are now separated from the main 
roadless area. The first on the northwest corner was separated bv 
the Beaver Creek Road. The second on the southern edge was separ- 
ated by the Cobalt Townsite powerline. Both of these separated 
parcels are less than 5000 acres in size. These areas no longer 
meet roadless area criteria and will not be considered further for 
wilderness. 

Two timber sales are planned in the Roadless Area. One in the 
center portion in 1986 for an estimated 6 million board feet and 
one in the northern portion in 1988 for 4.5 million hoard feet. 
The location of this sale has not been finalized. 

The area is essentiallv natural appearing. 

Road corridors separate Jureano from three other roadless areas 
(j/13504, f/13507, and 1113501) on the west, southwest and northeast. 
Developed lands border it on the north and southeast. 
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The area contains limited amounts of outstanding scenery in the 
Panther Creek canyon. The scenery in the remainder of the unit is 
considered common for the Salmon Pational Forest. 

2. Lapability 

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this area 
with minor boundary changes to delete existing intrusions. Size is 
not a factor. 

Man's influence on the area's natural integrity has been very low. 
The primary existing impacts are a primitive road with moderate 
feasibility of correction, and a powerline corridor which will be 
deleted. A portion of the area is segregated from the rest of the 
area by the powerline. This segregated area does not meet the 
minimum size standards stated in the Wilderness Act. 

This area would be apparently natural to most visitors. 

Due to large size, good topographic screening, and moderate vegeta- 
tive screening, the area offers a high opportunity for solitude. 
In addition, the lack of developed recreation facilities results in 
a high opportunity for primitive recreation experiences. 

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious 
hazards are few. 

3. Availability 

Resource Potentials and Use 

Current recreation use is related almost entirelv to hunting. Due 
to the lack of attractions in the area, types and amounts of use 
are not expected to change sfgnificantly. 

The extremelv rough, rocky nature of the area's lower two-thirds 
provide ideal bighorn sheep habitat. Elevational differences make 
it possible for sheep to summer and winter. Mule deer and elk 
summer throughout, and winter primarily on the Panther Creek face. 
Habitat potential could be increased for these two species in the 
Jureano Mount&n area through timber management, but the existing 
(natural) cover/forage ratio in the remainder is at or below 
optimum. Mountain lion are particularly abundant, and bobcats are 
commonly encountered. 

These are only minor amounts of fish habitat, primarilv in Beaver 
Creek and to a lesser degree Trail Creek. IIabitat conditions would 
be rated as fair and population densities would be low. Fish3ng 
use is vary light and quality would be fair. 
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..Lpcated in several smell drainages which are tributary to Panther 
Creek, the area receives from 20 to 35 inches of precipitation a 
year. Generally, water quality is good, but some mining activities 
have caused damaged stream channel and watershed conditions in a 
few locations. 

Portions of the Williams Basin-Napias Creek Cattle and Horse Allot- 
ment are within the roadless area; however, very little suitable 
range and only a small number of grazing AUM's actually occur 
within the roadless area portion of the allotment. Few, if any, 
structural improvements are located in the roadless area. 

An estimated 101.6 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have en estimated annual potential yield 
of 0.8 million board feet per year. 

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated moderate in 
the RARE II evaluation. Subsequent data changes the hardrock 
mineral potential to high. Past mineral production includes 
silver, and lode and placer gold. There are several patented 
mining claims within the area, and non-patented mining claim owners 
continue assessment work. Some non-patented mining claim owners 
are expanding their claim activity. Hardrock mineral potential 
includes gold, silver, copper, cobalt, and molybdenum. There is en 
existing geothermal lease in the extreme northwestern portion of 
the area. Geothermal potential is high just north of the unit, but 
low to non-existent within the unit. There is no known potential 
for other currently leasable minerals, and there are no currently 
active mining operations. 

Prehistoric cultural resource potential is considered moderate in 
the Panther Creek canyon and low throughout the remainder of the 
area. Several historic structures are known to exist, but their 
significance has not been determined. 

This area includes three System trails totaling 12.5 miles, two 
System roads of three miles, and 1.9 miles of 69KV powerline within 
the intrusion. 

The area was previously used, but is not now used, for Outfitter 
and Guide purposes. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is moderate. 

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing 
hazard of a maJor mountain pine beetle epidemic in the northeast 
portion. Western spruce budworm is periodically killing some of 
the understory Douglas-fir, especially on the drier sites. OCCa- 
sionally, the tops of the larger trees are being killed. The 
Douglas- fir beetle periodically kills small groups of the older, 
larger trees. Dwarf mistletoe is causing serious deterioration in 
a few Douglas-fir stands along Trail Creek. 
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The area includes a patented homestead and a patented mining claim, 
both tracts totaling 53.9 acres. 

4. Need 

Jureano Roadless Area lies within two miles of the Frank Church- 
-River of No Return Wilderness. This portion of the wilderness 
receives light to moderate use, primarilv as access to the high 
lakes and for hunting. 

The Roadless Area is located approximately 70 road miles from 
Salmon, Idaho; 210 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles 
from Missoula, Montana. 

The area does not contain any ecosvstems determined from RARE II to 
be in need of representation in the wilderness system. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Jureano Peak Road- 
less Area #281. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage this 
area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion 
received on the area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was 
against further study for wilderness. The area was not considered 
highly controversial during RARE I. 

The Jureano Peak Roadless Area #281 was inventoried and evaluated 
in RARE II as the Jureano Roadless Area #04-506. The decision in 
the RARE II FEIS was to manage the land for non-wilderness resource 
development. Public, opinion was for non-wilderness resource 
development. The wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not highly 
controversial. 

During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wilderness 
Act establishing the River of No Return Wilderness l/ (Public Law 
96- 312 July 23, 1980), the House/Senate Joint Committee in 
consideration of S. 2009 did express an opinion on page PS-9 of 
their Conference Report that the area will "remain subject to 
sustained yield multiple use manaeement under the statutes and 
regulations generally applicable to all non-wilderness National 
Forest system lands." 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August, 
1983. Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent 
letter with four proposals i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 

received additional input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans 
have not included these areas in their proposals. The Idaho Fish 
and Game Cormnission provided input to Governor Evans for both 
wilderness and roadless management areas over the state. They did 
not include this area in their proposal. 

I-/ The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank Church--River 
of No Return Wilderness" through P.L. 98-231, March 14, lo84, to 
honor Idaho Senator Frank Church who was instrumental in passing 
the Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the \Jilderness Act 
of 1964. 
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During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was agajn divided ranging from 110 wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Vachine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for Jureano 
Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Mana,wment Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of road.less lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The Jureano Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it 
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendations. 
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan- 
ning review of roadless lands. 

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further 
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision. 
Mineral potential is high. Timing of possible mineral development 
is not known but if development should occur the area disturbed by 
mining and access construction would he precluded from further 
wilderness consideration. 
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

HAYSTACK MTN. ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST j/13507 -- 12,118 Net Acres 

1. Description 

The Havstack Mountain Roadless Area is 10 air miles west of Salmon, 
Idaho, is bounded entirelv bv the Moose Creek Road (061), the 
Leesburg Road (242), and the Arnett Creek Road (0601, all of which 
provide access to the area. 

The area forms a part of the Leesburg Basin and is dissected by 
tributaries of Arnett Creek and the headwaters of Napias Creek. 
Slopes vary from 30 to 60 percent. The high point is at 8,700 
feet, the low is at 6,500 feet. Summer highs of 80 to 90 degrees 
are contrasted by winter lows of 40 below zero. Soils are formed 
from granite, quartzite, and volcanic bedrock, and have textures 
from loamy clay to sand. T,odgepole pine and Douglas-fir cover much 
of the area. Wet, g:rassv meadows occur along some of the drain- 
ages. The ecosvstem is grand fir/Douglas-fir. 

Recreation use estimated at 1,100 RVD's in 1982 is primarilv 
related to hunting. 

One mining related intrusion was identified along the southwest 
boundary during public and management review. This area does not 
meet roadless area criteria and has been removed from the 
inventory. Three timber sales are planned in the area. One 
cutting unit of 2.7 million board feet timber sale proposed 
for 1984 would fall within the northern edge. Approxmatelv 1 
million board feet of a proposed 1984 timber sale of 13.7 million 
board feet would fall within the southern boundary. In addition, 
a 1.5 million board feet timber sale is proposed in the center 
portion for 1987. This latter sale is not shown on the map because 
definite information about its location is not known at this time. 

The Roadless Area is natural appearing, but contains no special 
attractions or features. 

Road corridors separate Havstack Mountain Roadless Area from four 
other roadless areas (f/13506, #13501, j/13515, and #13508) on the 
west, north, and east. It is bordered by developed lands on the 
south. 

2. Capabxlity 

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this 
roadless area. Size is not a factor. 

Man's influence on the area's natural integritv has been virtually 
none, and visitors would find it to be apparently natural. 

Although this area is not large and the relativelv gentle topo- 
graphy does not provide good screenmg, there is dense vegetative 
screening to help provide a high opportunitv for solitude. A lack 

C-183 



of diversity, as well as the above factors, contribute to only a 
moderate opportunity for primitive recreation experience. 

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious 
hazards are rare. 

3. Availability 

Resource Potentials and Use 

Current recreation use is related almost entirely to hunting. Due 
to the lack of attractions in the area, types and amounts of use 
are not expected to signifjcantly change. 

This relatively small area is predominantly covered by dense lodge- 
pole and mixed conifer timber. Forage for mule deer and elk is 
limited, and the habitat potential for these species could be 
improved through timber management activities. Pfnf marten are 
abundant in this area, and snowshoe hares are commonly observed. 

Many of the streams have been influenced by past placer mining 
activity. A small amount of fish habitat might be present in the 
lower reaches of Camp and Rapps Creeks. It is not likely that any 
appreciable amount of fishing occurs within this area. 

The Roadless Area is located in the headwaters of several small 
drainages in the Napias Creek watershed. Watershed conditions are 
generally good, but the lower portions of the watersheds have had 
historic mining activities which caused some damage to stream 
channels. Water yield from moderate precipitation levels of up to 
35 inches a year results in generally good to excellent water 
quality. 

The majority of the roadless area is within the Williams Basin- 
Napias Creek Cattle and Horse Allotment. However, due to limited 
suitable range, actual grazing use is insignificant. There are no 
structural improvements within the roadless area. 

An estimated 42.8 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield 
of .4 million board feet. 

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was originally rated 
low in the RARE II evaluation. Re-evaluation of then available 
data changes the rating to high. Past mineral production includes 
substantial amounts of gold. There are numerous patented mining 
claims within the unit, and owners of non-patented mining claim are 
continuing to do assessment work. Some claim owners are expanding 
their claim activity. There are four past producing mines within 
the area, but there are currently no active mining operations. 
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Potential resources include lode and placer gold. There is no 
known potential for currentlv leasable minerals. 

Prehrstoric and historic cultural resource potential is unknown. 

The area includes 0.5 mile of non-System trail and 1.5 miles of 
non-System road within the intrusion. Havstack Mountain Roadless 
Area is not used for Outfitter/Guide purposes. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is moderate. 

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing 
hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic. However, many 
lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over 
stocking. 

The area includes three tracts of private land totaling 132 acres. 

4. Need 

The Haystack Mountain Roadless Area lies approxlmatelv six miles 
from the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. The nearest 
portion of the wilderness receives light to moderate use, primarily 
as access to the high lakes and for hunting. 

The Roadless Area is located approximately 40 road miles from 
Salmon, Idaho; 180 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles 
from Missoula, Montana. 

The area does not contain any ecosystems determined from RARE II to 
be in need of representation in the wilderness system. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Haystack Mountain 
Roadless Area #313. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage 
the area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion 
received during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was against 
further studv for wilderness. The area was not considered highly 
controversial during RARE I. 

The Haystack Mountain Roadless Area #313 was inventoried and eval- 
uated in the Leesbutg Unit Land Management Plan (LMP). The deci- 
sion in the LMP was to manage this area for non-wilderness resource 
development. Public opinion was for non-wrlderness resource 
development. The wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not hiphlv 
controversial in the LMP process. 

The Haystack Mountain Roadless Area #313 was also inventoried and 
evaluated in RARE II as the Havstack Mountain Roadless Area 
#04-507. The decision in the RARE TI FEIS was to managa the land 
for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion was for 
non-wilderness resource development. The wilderness/non-wilderness 
issue was not highlv controversial. 
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During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wilderness 
Act establishing the River of No Return Wilderness l/ (Public Law 
96-312 - July 23, 1980), the House/Senate Joint Cozittee in con- 
sideration of 5.2009 did express an opinion on page X-9 of their 
Conference Report that the area will "remain subject to sustained - 
yield multiple use management under the statutes and regulations 
generally applicable to all non-wilderness National Forest system 
lands." 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
received additional input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans 
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and 
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder- 
ness and roadless management areas over the State. Thev did not 
include this area in their proposal. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for Haystack 
Mountain Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The Havstack Mountain Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA 
nor has it been included in any of the additional or modified 
recommendations. The area was not considered controversial during 
the Forest Planning review of roadless lands. 

L/ The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank Church--River 
of No Return Wilderness" through P.L. 98-231, March 14, 1984, to 
honor Idaho Senator Frank Church who was instrumental in passing 
the Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the Wilderness Act of 
1964. 
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Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further 
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision. 
Mineral potential is high. Timing of possible mineral development 
is not known but if development should occur the area disturbed by 
mining and access construction would be precluded from further 
wilderness consideration. 
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

PHELAN ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13508 -- 12,465 Net Acres 

1. Description 

Phelan Roadless Area is eight air miles west of Salmon, Idaho. It 
is bounded on the east by Forest road 020, on the north by the old 
Leesburg road, on the west by logging roads and timber harvest 
activities, and on the south by Forest road 021 along Moccasin 
Creek. Access to the area can be gained from the Forest roads. 

The area is in the Leesburg Basin and is dissected by Sharkey 
Creek, Rabbit Creek, Pony Creek, and Phelan Creek. Slopes are 
relatively gentle, between 15 and 50 percent. Elevations range 
from 6,500 feet to over 8,800 feet at Phelan Mountain. Summer 
highs of 80 to 90 degrees are contrasted bv winter lows of 40 
degrees below zero. Soils are formed from quartzite and volcanic 
bedrock. Lodgepole pine and Douglas-fir cover most of the area, 
although some grassy meadows occur throughout. The ecosystem is 
western spruce-fir. 

One intrusion was identified in the area during the inventorv 
process. Thu resulted from a 1969 timber sale which was in 
operation during the RARE I inventory. There are 328 acres har- 
vested. The harvested area no 'longer meets roadless area criteria 
and will not be considered further for wilderness. 

Three other sales are planned in the area under current action 
plans. The major portion of a proposed 1984 timber sale of 13.7 
million board feet is located in the western half. Two cutting 
units of a proposed 1985 timber sale of 2.5 million board feet are 
located within the southeastern boundary, and approximately 
one-third of a proposed 1986 timber sale of 2.5 million board feet 
lies within the northern portion. 

Recreation use estimated at 5,400 RVD's in 1982 includes hunting, 
firewood gathering, snowmobiling, and cross country skiing. 

The area is essentiallv natural appearing. 

It is separated by road corridors from five other roadless areas 
(#13515, #13510, #13511, 1'113509, and 1/13507) on the north, east, 
and south, and is bordered by developed lands on the west. This 
area contains no special attractions or features. 

2. Capability 

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this area 
without size being a factor if planned intrusions on the area do 
not take place. 

C-19L 



Man's influence on the natural integrity of this area has been very 
low, with the existing affected area a result of timber harvesting. 
The affected portion could be deleted by a boundary change. 

Most visitors would find this unit apparently natural. 

Although this area has relatively gentle topography and is not 
large in size, its very dense screening contributes to a high 
opportunity for solitude. Lack of diversity and the above factors 
result fn a low opportunity for primitive recreation experiences. 

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious 
hazards are rare. 

3. Availability 

Resource Potentials and Use 

Bunting use is not expected to change significantly. Wilderness 
classification would prohibit motorized recreational uses such as 
snowmobiles. 

Mule deer and elk occur throughout, but limited forage keeps their 
numbers below potential. Phelan Ridge serves as a rutting area for 
elk. The entire area provides dense lodgepole-mixed conifer timber 
needed for security cover during hunting seasons. 

Many of the streams within this area have been influenced by past 
placer mining. Only a very minor amount of fish habitat is present 
within this area, which provides no appreciable amount of fishing. 

The area lies in several tributaries of Napias Creek and receives 
moderate precipitation of up to 30 inches a year. Watershed condi- 
tions are generally excellent, as is water quality, Towards the 
south end of the area, roads in volcanic soils have resulted in 
some unstable watershed conditions. To the north, small mining and 
exploration activities have caused soil disturbance in the past, 
but have stabilized. 

The entire roadless area contributes 150 grazing AUM's annually to 
the Williams Basin-Napias Creek Cattle and Horse Allotment. Condi- 
tion of the suitable range is mostly good. There are no structural 
improvements. 

An estimated 47 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield of 
0.67 million board feet. 

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was originally rated as 
unknown in the RARE II evaluation, and no new data modifies the 
original rating. Placer gold has been produced from the area in 
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the past, but there currently are no active mining operations. 
Mining claim owners do continue their assessment work. There is no 
known potential for currently leasable minerals. 

The potential for prehistoric and historic cultural resources is 
unknown. 

No roads or trails exist within the area, and no authorized Special 
Use Permits have been issued. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is very light. 

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing 
hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic. However, many 
lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over 
stocking. 

There is no private land within the area. 

4. Need 

This Phelan Roadless Area lies approximately 10 miles from the 
Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. The nearest portion 
of the wilderness receives light to moderate use, primarily es 
access to high lakes and for hunting. 

The Roadless Area is located approximately 40 road miles from 
Salmon, Idaho; 180 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho: and 170 miles 
from Missoula, Montana. 

The area does not contain any ecosystems determined from RARE II to 
be in need of represention in the wilderness svstem. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried es the Phelan Mountain 
Roadless Area #280. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage 
this area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion 
received on the area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was 
against further study for wilderness. The area was not considered 
highlv controversial during RARE I. 

The area was further evaluated in the Leesburg Unit Land Management 
Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP was to menage this area for 
non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion was for non- 
wilderness resource development. The wilderness/non-wilderness 
issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process. 

The Phelan Roadless Area #280 was also inventoried and evaluated in 
RARE II as the Phelan Roadless Area #04-508. The decision in the 
PARR II FEIS was to manage these lands for non-wilderness resource 
development. Public opinion was for non-wilderness resource 
development. The wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not highly 
controversial. 
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During the development and passage of the central Idaho wflderness 
Act establishing the River of No Return Wilderness l/ (Public Law 
96-312 - July 23, 1980), the House/Senate Joint CoJr&ttee in con- 
sideration of S.2009 did express an opinion on page PS-9 of their 
Conference Report that the area will "remain subject to sustained - 
yield multiple use management under the statutes and regulations 
generally applicable to all non-wilderness National Forest system 
lands." 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commodity user gmups, and the 1979 Idaho bJild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
received additional input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans 
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and 
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder- 
ness and roadless management areas over the State. They did not 
include this area in their proposal. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the Phelan 
Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximatelv 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The Phelan Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it 
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendations. 
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan- 
ning review of roadless lands. 

l-/ The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank Church--River 
of No Return kJilderness" through P.L. 98-231, March 14, 1984, to 
honor Idaho Senator Frank Church who was instrumental in passing 
the Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the Wilderness Act 
of 1964. 
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Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further 
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision. 
Mineral potential is unknown. Timing of possible mineral 
development is not known but if development should occur the area 
disturbed by mining and access construction would be precluded from 
further wilderness consideration. 
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Roadless Area: 13508 Phelan Forest Plan Alrernae~ve 

NOll-Wllder”f!sS* 
4%1 365 1,109 416 1,380 1.557 
48-3 154 
5A 314 
58 12,100 12.465 12,465 12,465 2,057 12,151 3,615 12,465 
5E 11,356 2,072 11.085 10,908 
5P 7.766 

l Refer to Alternative map for prescription descriptxan. 
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ROADLESS AREA EVALIJATION 

DEEP CREEK ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST a13509 - 5,265 Net Acres 

1. Description 

Deep Creek Roadless area is 10 air miles southwest of Salmon, 
Idaho. It is bounded on the south by a timber sale and associated 
roads, on the west by Forest roads 099, 100, on the northwest by 
Forest road 055 along Panther Creek, and on the north by Forest 
road 101 and timber harvest activities. Access to this area can be 
gained from the Forest roads. 

Deep Creek and Little Deep Creek dissect the roadless area, which 
has slopes ranging from relatively gentle (15 to 30 percent! at the 
higher elevations, to steep (60 to 70 percent) along Panther Creek 
and Deep Creek. Elevations range from 5000 feet to 8000 feet. 
Summer highs of 80 to 90 degrees are contrasted bv winter lows 
of 40 below zero. Annual precipitation between 15 2nd 30 inches 
0cc"rs mostly as snow. Soils are formed from quartzite bedrock and 
have loams sand to sandy loam textures. Lodgepole pine and 
Douglas-fir cover most of the area, with sagebrush and grass 
meadows occurring throughout the area. Western spruce-fir, grand 
fir/Douglas-fir are the ecosvstem tvpes represented in the Deep 
Creek Roadless Area. 

Recreation use was estimated at 3,600 RVD's in 3982 and includes 
hunting and firewood gathering. 

One timber sale intrusion has occurred in the middle portion of the 
area. This sale extends across the entire width of the roadless 
area and splits into two separate areas; #13509 I)eep Creek and 
#13509A South Deep Creek. The South Deep Creek area will be 
addressed in a separate write-up. 

The above timber sale covers 10,913 acres and resulted from a 1980 
sale for 9.9 million board feet and two sales in 198? totaling 2.3 
mullion board feet. The area impacted by these timber sale activ- 
ities no longer meets roadless area criteria and will not be 
considered further for wilderness. 

In addition, a 1.5 million board feet sale is planned in the 
northeastern portion in 1988, but the actual location has not been 
firmed up yet. 

Most of the area is essentially natural appearing, with the excep- 
tion of road construction activities. Fowever, there is a timber 
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sale under contract that will significantly alter the natural 
appearance of almost half the area. 

Road corridors separate Deep Creek from three other roadless areas 
(#12504, #13508, and #13902) on the northwest, northeast, and 
southwest. It is bordered by developed lands on the west, north, 
east, and southeast. 

There are no special attractions or features in this area. 

2. Capability 

Recent roading into the center of this area has made development of 
logical and manageable boundaries difficult. 

The boundary could not be expanded in any direction due to existing 
roads, and deleting impacted areas would leave an area for which 
logical boundaries would be Impossible. 

Past and current activities have a high influence on the area's 
natural integrity. The duration of impact will exceed 10 years and 
there 3s little feasibility of correction. 

Natural appearance will be significantly altered when the timber 
sale cutting units under contract are harvested. The impacts will 
be readily apparent to all visitors. 

This area has dense vegetative screening, but because of the small 
size, small distance from core to perimeter, and gentle topography 
the opportunities for solitude and primFtive recreation experiences 
are only low to moderate. 

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious 
hazards are rare. 

3. Availebilfty 

Resource Potentials and Use 

Hunting use is not expected to change significantly in the future. 

Rig game summer habitat potential is high, but existing low numbers 
of mule deer and elk reflect an unbalanced cover/forage ratio. 
Current timber management activities will create much needed forage 
and should increase habitat potential for deer and elk. Security 
cover has been the most important attribute of this area for big 
game. Deep Creek Roadless Area is also characterized by old growth 
Douglas-fir stands along the ridge tops, and thus provides excel- 
lent habitat for pileated woodpecker and other species. Pine 
marten are abundant along drainages. The upper elevatjons of this 
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Douglas-fir beetle periodically kills small groups of the older, 
larger Douglas-fir. 

There are 52 acres of private land at the Blackpine Mine. 

4. Need 

Deep Creek Roadless Area lies approximately 40 road miles from the 
Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. Use of this 
wilderness ranges from low to high, depending on the particular 
location. 

The Roadless Area is located approximately 15 road miles from 
Salmon, Idaho; 155 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 145 miles 
from Missoula, Montana. 

The area does not contain any ecosystems determined from RARE II to 
be in need of representation in the wilderness system. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Deep Creek Roadless 
Area #279. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage this area 
for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion received 
on the area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was against 
further study for wilderness. The area was not considered highly 
controversial during RARE I. 

The area was further evaluated in the Leesburg Unit Land Management 
Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP was to manage this area for 
non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion was for non- 
wilderness resource dwelopment. The wilderness/non-wilderness 
issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process. 

The Deep Creek Roadless Area #279 was also inventoried and evalu- 
ated in RARE II as the Deep Creek Roadless Area #04-509. The 
decision in the RARE II FEIS was to manage these lands for 
non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion was for 
non-wilderness resource development for the area. The wilder- 
ness/non-wilderness issue was not highlv controversial. 

During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wilderness 
Act establishing the River-of-No-Return Wilderness I/ fPublic Law 
96- 312 July 23, 1980), the House/Senate Joint Committee in 
consideration of S. 2009 did exDress an opinion on page PS-9 of 
their Conference Report that the area will "remain subject to sus- 
tained-yield multiple use management under the statutes and regula- 
tions generallv applicable to all non-wilderness National Forest 
System lands." 

I/ The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank--Church River 
of No Return Wilderness" through P.L. 98-231, March 14, 1984, to 
honor Idaho Senator Frank Church who was instrumental in passing 
the Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the Wilderness Act 
of 1964. 
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Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August, 
1983. Prior to these meeting the Senator sent out a constituent 
letter with four proposals i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
received additional input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans had 
not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and Game 
Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilderness and 
roadless management areas over the state. They did not include 
this area in their proposal. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Nining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for Deep Creek. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The Deep Creek Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has 
it been included in any of the additional or modified recommenda- 
tions. The area was not considered controversial during the Forest 
Planning review of roadless lands, 

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further 
consideration for wilderness durin& the next plan revison. Mineral 
potential is high. Timing of possible mineral development is not 
known but if development should occur the area disturbed by mining 
and access construction would be precluded from further wilderness 
consideration. 
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Roadless Area: 13509 Deep Creek Forest Plan Almr”atLv.2 

1 2 ’ 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 (preferred) 

5,265 
682 575 712 569 773 

590 676 
867 867 4,690 

1,451 
5,265 4,492 

4,583 
4.398 5,265 5.265 5.265 3,963 4.020 

2.938 

* Refer LO Alternative map for prescription description. 
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EXISTING DEVELOPMENTS ------.-.-.m 

PLANNED DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY.-C- 
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

SOUTH DEEP CREEK ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13509A -- 12,975 Net Acres 

1. Description 

This southern part of the initial inventoried Deep Creek Roadless 
Area was separated from the northern portion by a timber sale and 
associated roads. This southern part will be evaluated as a 
separate roadless area, South Deep Creek #13509A. 

The South Deep Creek Roadless Area is 10 air miles southwest of 
Salmon, Idaho, It is bounded on the north by a timber sale and 
associated roads, on the east and south by Forest Road #020, on the 
southwest by Forest Road 8099. Access to the area can be gained 
from the Forest roads. 

Little Deep Creek is the major drainage. Slopes range from rela- 
tively gentle (15 to 30 percent) at the higher elevations, to steep 
slopes adjacent to Little Deep Creek. Elevations range from 5,000 
feet to over 8,000 feet near Swan Peak. Summer high temperatures 
of 80 to 90 degrees are contrasted by winter low temperatures of 40 
below zero. The 15 to 30 inches of annual precipitation occurs 
mainly as snow. Soils textures are loamy sand and sandy loam. 
Ouartzite forms the bedrock. Lodgepole pine and Douglas-fir cover 
much of the area. Sagebrush and grass meadows are scattered 
throughout the area. Western spruce fir, grand fir/Douglas-fir are 
the ecosystems. 

The South Deep Creek Roadless Area #13509A was origlnally inven- 
toried as part of the Deep Creek Roadless Area 1'113509, but due to 
timber sale intrusions, is now a separate roadless area. No 
intrusions have occurred in this area, but a 10.3 million board 
foot timber sale was sold in the south half of the area in 1981. 
No sale activities have been started to date, but the area is under 
a valid contract. 

Recreation use was estimated at 400 RVD's in 1982 and is related to 
big game hunting. 

Most of the area is essentially natural appearing. 

There are no special features or attractions. 

2. Capability 

Recent roading into and around this area has made development of 
logical and manageable boundaries difficult. 

The boundary could not be expanded in any direction due to existing 
roads, and deleting impacted areas would leave an area for which 
logical boundaries would be impossible to delineate. 
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Past and current activities have a high influence on the area's 
natural integrity. The duration of impact will exceed IO years and 
there is little feasibility of correction. 

Natural appearance will be significantly altered when the timber 
sale cutting units under contract are harvested. The impacts will 
be readily apparent to all visitors. 

This area has dense vegetative screening, but because of the small 
size, small distance from core to perimeter, and gentle topography, 
the opportunities for solitude and for primitive recreation experi- 
ences are only low. 

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious 
hazards are fair. 

3. Availability 

Resource Potentials and Use 

Hunting use is not expected to change significantly. 

The potential for prehistoric or historic cultural resources is 
107.7. 

Big game summer habitat potential is high, but existing low numbers 
of mule deer and elk reflect an unbalanced cover/forage ratio. 
Current timber management activities will create much needed forage 
and should increase habitat potential for deer and elk. Security 
cover has been the most important attribute of this area for big 
game. South Deep Creek Roadless Area is also characterized by old 
growth Douglas-fir stands along the ridge tops, and thus provides 
excellent habitat for pileeted woodpecker and other species. Pine 
marten are abundant along drainages. The upper elevations of this 
area are very rocky, non-productive areas occupied primarily by 
sparse whitebark pine stands. 

This area contains the headwater reaches of Deep, Little Deep, and 
Pepper creeks. All three streams contain resident trout popula- 
tions. The streams are small with moderate to high gradients. 
Fishing use is light. Development activities would likely influ- 
ence habitat features within this area and in the adjoining #13509 
which is downstream. Lower Deep Creek was historical anadromous 
fish habitat. 

The area is located predominantly in the Deep Creek drainage which 
is a major tributary of Panther Creek. Generally, the upper 
watersheds are in excellent condition and produce excellent ouality 
water, The lower reaches of these streams are adiacent to roads, 
which have historically caused stream sedimentation. However, most 
streams are in generally good condition. 
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The entire roadless area is within the Williams Basin - Napias 
Creek Cattle and Horse Allotment and contributes 245 AlJM's annually 
to the allotment. Condition of the suitable range is mostly good, 
although small areas of fair and poor condition range do exist. 
Structural improvements are limited to one water development. 

An estimated 73.2 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential vield of 
0.21 million board feet. 

The area's hardrock mineral potential was rated high in the RARE II 
evaluation, and no new data modifies the original rating. Past 
mineral production includes gold, cobalt, and copper from the 
nearby Blackpine Mine. There is no known potential for currently 
leasable minerals. 

No active mining operations currently exist. 

The potential for prehistoric and historic cultural resourcea is 
low. 

There are 10 miles of system trails and 3.6 miles of non-system 
trails within the intrusion. There are 26.6 miles of system roads 
within the intrusion and 1.4 miles of non-system road. Outside the 
intrusion are 8.2 miles of system roads and 4.6 miles of non- 
system roads. An electronic site is located about one-half mile 
west of the private land at the Blackpine Mine. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is light. 

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing 
hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic. However, many 
lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over 
stocking. Western spruce budworm is periodically killing some of 
the understory Douglas-fir, especially on the drier sites. Occa- 
sionally the tops of the larger trees are being killed. The 
Douglas-fir beetle periodically kills small groups of the older 
larger Douglas-fir. 

4. Need 

During the Forest planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Tdaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the South 
Deep Creek Foadless Area. 
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Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IPMA, new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The South Deep Creek Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor 
has it been included in any of the additional or modified recommen- 
dations. The area was not considered controversial during the 
Forest planning review of roadless lands. 

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further 
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision. 
Mineral potential is high. Timing of possible mineral development 
is not known but if development should occur the area disturbed by 
mining and access construction would be precluded from further 
wilderness consideration. 
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

JESSE CREEK ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST 1113510 - 16,161 Net Acres 

Description 

The Jesse Creek Roadless Area is one air mile west of Salmon, 
Idaho. The area is bounded on the east by the Forest boundary, on 
the north by the powerline from Salmon to the Cobalt Nine, on the 
west and south by the Salmon River Mountain Road (020) and the 
Spring Creek Road (026). This area can be accessed from the Forest 
roads. 

The area is dissected by one major drainage, Jesse Creek, and 
several smaller drainages. Slopes range from 30 to 70 percent. 
Baldy Mountain is the highest point at over 9,100 feet, the low 
point is 4,400 feet. Summer highs of 85-95 degrees are contrasted 
by winter lows of 40 below zero. Annual precipitation, mostly in 
the form of snow, ranges from 15 to 25 inches. Quartzite and 
volcanic bedrock form loamy clay to loamy sand textured soils. The 
lower elevational slopes are covered with sagebrush and grass, with 
lodgepole pine and Douglas-fir at the higher elevations. The 
ecosystems represented are sage-grass and grand fir/Douglas-fir. 

Recreation uses estimated at 300 RVD's in 1982 are related pri- 
marily to hunting. 

Five intrusions have been identified in the roadless area. The 
Cobalt Townsite powerline crosses the northern portion of the area 
and the area north of the powerline has been impacted by a 2.9 
million board feet timber sale sold in 1983. Three other intru- 
sions occur along the south eastern edge. One is the .Tesse Creek 
Administrative Site and storage area and the other two are water 
transmission and storage facilities which were constructed and are 
periodically maintained bv heavy equipment. The areas impacted by 
these activities total 4482 acres which no longer meet roadless 
area criteria and will not be considered further for wilderness. 
No other intrusions are currently planned in the remaining area. 

Approximately three-fourths of the roadless area is essentially 
natural appearxig, with the remainder affected by road construction 
and timber harvest activities. 

The area is separated by road corridors from three other roadless 
areas (f/13515, #13508, #13511) on the west and south. It is 
bordered by developed National Forest lands on the north, and 
developed BLM and private lands on the east. 

Outstanding scenery exists in some of the major canyons, with the 
remainder of the area considered common for the Salmon National 
Forest. 
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2. Capability 

3. 

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this area. 
Size would not be a factor when making necessary boundary modificr- 
tion to delete timber related intrusions in the north. 

Man's influence on the natural integrity of this area has been very 
low in the southern three-fourths, and high in the remainder of the 
area. 

The southern three-fourths of the unit would be apparently natural 
to most visitors; but the remainder is obviously affected in many 
sections, with the impacts readily apparent to all visitors. 

Due to the area's size and little to moderate vegetative and 
topographic screening, it offers only low opportunity for solitude. 
In addition, it has little diversity and offers only low opportuni- 
ty for primitive recreation experiences. 

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious 
hazards are rare. 

Availability 

Resource Potential and Use 

This area is generally not considered available for recreation use 
because it contains the Salmon municipal watershed. Recreation use 
is not prohibited, but it also is not encouraged. 

This entire area provides good summer range for mule deer, but 
contains more cover than needed at the upper elevations and less 
cover than needed at the lower elevations. These lower slopes do, 
however, constitute key winter range for mule deer. Elk are 
present on the southern portion of the area in small numbers, but 
do not presently occur throughout. Some opportunity for big game 
habitat improvement exists in the dense lodgepole stands in the 
higher elevations. Abundant, large, rock outcrops provide good 
nesting habitat for several species of raptors. 

Jesse Creek has a minor amount of suitable fish habitat, with lower 
reaches supporting a small number of fish. U-P Lake provides 
habitat for cutthroat trout, which is stocked on a three-year 
cycle. No fishing pressure is expected on the streams. D-P Lake 
receives moderate to heavy use because of its close proximity to 
SdlDXl . 

Portions of this area have been recognized as the Salmon Citv 
Municipal Watershed, and is the source of much of Salmon's domestic 
water supply. Watershed conditions are generally excellent, as is 
the water qualfty. Minimal disturbance has occurred in the south- 
ern three-fourths of the unit; the remainder, which Gxludes Bob 
Moore Creek, has had recent road and timber entries. However, 
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watershed conditions should remain good, and water quality will 
remain high. All area streams are irrigation sources. 

The area is not grazed by livestock. 

There are no known areas of ecological significance, and the area 
does not represent any unique ecosystems. 

An estimated 38.4 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield of 
.2 million board feet. 

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated as moderate 
in the RARE II evaluation and no new data modifies that rating. 
There are no active mining operations, but past mineral production 
includes minor amounts of gold, silver, copper, lead, and zinc. 
Minor occurrences of tungsten have also been recorded within the 
area. There is no known potential for currently leasable minerals. 

The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is considered 
moderate, and the potential for historic cultural resources is con- 
sidered low. 

The intrusion area includes 2.6 miles of trails and 12.5 miles of 
roads. There are 1.4 miles of roads and 2.6 miles of trails out- 
side of the intrusion area. The Chipps Creek-Pollard Creek-Jesse 
Creek area is the watershed for the Salmon City Municipal Water 

D system and is managed under a Co-op Agreement signed on June 
8, 1939, by the Secretary of Agriculture. In addition, the City 
has several permits for related water facilities, and there are two 
water impoundment permits for use on adjacent private land. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is light in the area. 

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing 
hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic. However, many 
lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over 
stocking. Western spruce budworm is periodically killing some of 
the understory Douglas-fir. Occasionally the tops of the larger 
trees are being killed. The Douglas-fir beetle periodically kills 
small groups of the older, larger Douglas-fir. Dwarf mistletoe is 
causing serious deterioration in some Douglas-fir stands. 

The intrusion area includes 40 acres of private land at U-P Lake, 

4. Need 

This unit lies approximately 60 road miles from the Frank Church- 
-River of No Return Wilderness. Use of this wilderness ranges from 
low to high, depending on the particular location. 



Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IPMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The Jesse Creek Roadless Area was not included in the IPMA nor has 
it been included in any of the additional or modified recommenda- 
tions. The area was not considered controversial during the Forest 
Planning review of roadless lands. 

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Some resource activity would occur on about 20 percent of the area 
during the first planning period which would preclude that portion 
of the area from consideration for wilderness during the next plan 
revision. Mineral potential is moderate in the area. 



2A 13.504 15,524 15.360 15.923 15.850 8,179 
28 7.322 
4.4 907 868 
58 2.657 801 16.161 
5E 375 121 
8.4 238 311 265 
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1. 

ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

PERREAU CREEK ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST 1113511 -- 6,493 Net Acres 

Description 

The Perreau Creek roadless area lies approximately six air miles 
and nine road miles southwest of Salmon, Idaho. Roads bounding and 
providing access to the area are the Baldy Mountain Road on the 
north, the Williams Creek Road on the south, and the Salmon River 
Mountain Road on the west. Access also can be gained by an old 
mining road that penetrates the area and follows along Perreau 
Creek. 

Perreau Creek is the primary drainage for the area, but a portion 
of the southern part drains into Williams Creek. Elevations range 
from 4,500 to 8,800 feet. Topography varies from very steep side 
slopes at the lower end of the drainage, to moderately gentle 
slopes at the head of the drainage. Large areas of quartzite talus 
rock are found in parts of the area south of Baldy Mountain. Sandy 
loam soils are derived from the quartzite bedrock. The clay loam 
soils found on the area's south half are formed from Challis 
volcanic bedrock. The climate is typical of high mountain loca- 
tions, with extreme temperature variations from winter to summer. 
Annual precipitation varies from 15 inches in the lower elevations 
to 25 inches in the higher elevations. Much of the precipitation 
is in the form of snow. 

Much of the area is timbered with Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine, 
with the south facing slopes at the lower elevations being covered 
by sagebrush and grass. The area is in the grand fir/Douglas-fir 
Forest section of the Rocky Mountain Forest province. 

Recreation uses estimated at 400 RVD's in 1982 include hunting, 
fishing, hiking, cross country skiing, snowmobiling, horseback 
riding, and trailbike riding. 

One mining access special use road intrusion was identified in the 
eastern portion of the area. The road goes up Perreau Creek 
entering the unit near the Forest boundary and exits near Baldy 
Mountain. The road cuts off 1701 acres along the eastern edge. 
This unit is less than 5000 acres and will not be considered 
further for wilderness. 

A 2.5 million board feet timber sale is planned in the northwest 
portion of the area in 1985. 

The area is essentially natural appearing. 

The roadless area is bordered on the south by a road corridor and 
lands that have been intensively managed for timber harvest; on the 
west by a road corridor and lands proposed for intensive timber 
management; on the north by a road corridor that leads to an 
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electronics site (outside the roadless area); and on the east by 
BLM administered lands. 

The area contains limited amounts of outstandinp scenery in the 
canyon bottoms. The remainder of the area would be considered 
common for the Salmon National Forest. 

2. Capability 

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this 
Roadless Area. Sufficient size would remain after deletion of 
intrusion. 

There has been only minor influence by man on the natural integrity 
of this area, and most visitors would find the area to be apparent- 
ly natural. 

Due to size, low topographic screening, moderate vegetative screen- 
ing, and lack of diversity, the area offers moderate opportunities 
for solitude and primitive recreation experiences. 

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious 
hazards are rare. 

3. Availability 

Resource Potentials and Use 

Wilderness designation would adversely affect current use of snow- 
mobiles and trail bikes. Other types of recreation use would 
likely increase slightly due to proximity to Salmon, Idaho. 

This small area is characterized by rough, steep slopes, with 
patches of Douglas-fir jnterspersed with sagebrush covered open- 
ings. Mule deer and elk occur in this area during aLI. seasons of 
the year, but habitat potential for deer exceeds that for elk due 
primarjly to the vegetative capability of the land. 

Perreau Creek contains habitat suitable for maintaining a substan- 
tial cutthroat trout population, but habitat condition is currently 
below optimum because of high sedimentation. Fishing use is light 
to moderate, with the majority of users being area youth. Fishing 
is classed as good. 

The Perreau Creek watershed is an important source of surface and 
ground water irrigation supplies to downstream landowners and 
ranchers. Channel conditions are fair to good in lower Perreau 
Creek, while in the upper reaches of the watershed hydrologic 
conditions are excellent. 



Much of the area is within the Williams Basin/Napias Creek Grazing 
Allotment. Three permittees are allowed approximately 1,500 AUM's 
of livestock use. Most of the suitable range is in fair to good 
condition. There are a number of existing water developments and 
fences. 

Little is known about the existence of prehistoric cultural re- 
sources in the area. The potential for such is considered mod- 
erate, with little likelihood of historic resources. 

An estimated 17.6 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated potential annual yield 
of .3 million board feet. 

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated as high m 
the RARE II evaluation, and there has been no new data to modify 
that rating. Past mineral production includes gold and copper, and 
tungsten occurrences have been reported in the northwestern por- 
tion. There is no known potential for the occurrence of currently 
leasable minerals. Mining claim owners continue to do assessment 
work, but there are no active'mining operations. 

The area includes 8.4 miles of System trails, and 1.3 miles of 
Special Use Permit mining access road. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is very light. 

Mountain Pine Beetle is present in some of the lodgepole pine 
stands. Although not a problem at this time, there is potential 
for a major outbreak of Mountain Pine Beetle due to the age, size, 
condition, and location of the lodgepole pine in the roadless area. 

There are endemic levels of Douglas-fir Beetle present in the 
Douglas-fir. Some stands of Douglas-fir are infected with dwarf 
mistletoe, which will continue to spread to uninfected trees. 

There is a private tract of approximately 87 acres within the area, 
part of which has potential for recreation subdivision development. 

4. Need 

The Perreau Creek Roadless Area lies approximately 50 road miles 
from the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. Current use 
in the portion of the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness 
closest to this roadless area is considered high to moderate. 

The proximity to Salmon makes this Roadless Area somewhat unique, 
with the nearest boundary approxxnately seven road miles from town. 
The area is approximately 140 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho and 140 
miles from Missoula, Montana. 
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The area does not contain any ecosystems determined from RARE II to 
be in need of representation in the wilderness system. Douglas-fir 
and saga-grass ecosystems found in this area are well represented 
throughout the Forest. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Perreau Creek Road- 
less Area #310. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage this 
area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion 
received on these areas during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, 
was against further study for wilderness. The area was not con- 
sidered highly controversial during RARE I. 

The Perreau Creek Roadless Area #310 was inventoried and evaluated 
in RARE II as the Perreau Creek Roadless Area #04-511. The deci- 
sion in the LMP was to manage this land for non-wilderness resource 
development. Public opinion was for non-wilderness uses for the 
area. The wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not highly con- 
troversial. 

During the development and passage of the Central Idaho Wilderness 
Act establishing the River of No Return Wilderness l/ (Public Law 
96-312 - July 23, 1980), the House/Senate Joint CoGittee in con- 
sideration of S.2009 did express an opinion on page PS-9 of their 
Conference Report that the area will "remain subject to sustained - 
yield multiple use management under the statutes and regulations 
generally applicable to all non-wilderness National Forest system 
lands." 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
has received additional input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans 
have not included these areas in their proposals. The Idaho Fish 
and Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both 
wilderness and roadless management areas over the State. They did 
not include this area in their proposal. 

Some controversy has recently arisen on this area ln regards to a 
proposed timber sale. However, the concern appears to be roadless 
management, as opposed to wilderness. 

L/ The name of this Wilderness was changed to the "Frank Church--River 
of No Return Wilderness" through P.L. 98-231, March 14, 1984, to 
honor Idaho Senator Frank Church who was instrumental in passing 
the Central Idaho Wilderness Act of 1980 and the Wilderness Act 
of 19h4. 



During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to ali 
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Vining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the Perreau 
Creek Roadless Area. 

Senator N&lure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The Perreau Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it 
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendations. 
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan- 
ning review of roadless lands. 

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further 
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision. 
Mineral potential is high. Timing of possible mineral development 
is not known but if development should occur the area disturbed by 
mining and access construction would be precluded from further 
wilderness consideration. 
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Roadless Area: 13511 Perrea” Creek Forest Plan Alcernaelve 

H~“Cg,~PXlt 
Pre.scrlpcron 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

7A Proposed 
WLlderness 7,219 7,219 7.219 

Non-vllder”ese* 
46 5,181 113 
48-l 3,312 594 898 
48-3 1,499 
58 6,258 8,493 8,493 8,493 1,274 
5E 7,648 8,493 567 
5F 845 
8A 736 376 

* Refer to Alternative map for prescrzprion description. 
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

AGENCY CREEK ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST !I13512 -- 5,690 Net Acres 

1. Description 

Agency Creek Roadless Area is approximately 15 air miles southeast 
of Salmon. Access to the area can be gained from roads along Warm 
Springs Creek, Pattee Creek, Agency Creek, and a road that tra- 
verses the Continental Divide between Agency Creek and Warm Springs 
Creek. 

The area is bounded on the east by the road along the Continental 
Divide, on the south by the Forest boundary, on the west by a 
timber sale and associated roads, and on the north by the Warm 
Springs Creek road. Dissected by the headwaters of Pattee and 
Flume Creeks, sideslopes in the Roadless Area range from 20 percent 
to 70+ percent. The Challis volcanic bedrock forms a smooth and 
subdued topography, and results in clay loam textured soils. 
Vegetation on much of the area is sagebrush and grass, with 
Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine found on the higher elevational 
slopes. The area receives from 15 to 20 inches of moisture, mostlv 
in the form of snow. The western spruce-fir, and the alpine 
meadows and barren ecosystems are found here. 

Three small intrusions on the east side of the area resulted from 
portions of cutting units of a 1976 timber sale. An intrusion 
through the center of the area is a result of a 2.7 million board 
feet timber sale in 1980. These intrusions total 1290 acres which 
no longer meet roadless area criteria and will not be considered 
further for wilderness. Also, the 1980 sale separated the area 
into two parcels. The western portion is less than 5000 acres and 
will not be considered further for wilderness. 

A 1 million board feet sale is proposed in the eastern portion 
during 1988. The exact location has not been determined to date. 

Current uses include livestock grazing, firewood gathering and 
hunting. There were approximately 4,700 RVD's in 1982. 

The majority of the area is essentially natural appearing, with the 
exception of road construction activities. However, there is a 
timber sale under contract that will substantially alter the 
natural appearance in the center of the unit. 

Agency Creek Roadless Area is surrounded by previously harvested 
areas and sagebrush rangeland. 

The scenery in this unit is generally considered common for the 
Salmon National Forest. 

The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail, and Lewis and Clark 
National Historic Trail pass in the vicinity of this roadless area. 



2. Capability 

Recent reading into the center of the unit has resulted in a 
difficult situation for the development of logical and manageable 
boundaries. 

The boundary could not be expanded in any direction due to existing 
roads, and deleting impacted areas would barely leave sufficient 
acres to meet minimum size requirements. 

Past and current activities have a high influence on the area's 
natural integrity. The duration of impact will exceed 10 years and 
there is little feasibility of correcting. 

Natural appearance will be significantly altered when the timber 
sale units under contract are harvested. The impacts will be 
readily apparent to virtually all visitors. 

This roadless area has a low opportunity for solitude due to size, 
distance from perimeter to core, lack of topographical screening, 
and permanent intrusions. 

Agency Creek Roadless Area has a low opportunity for primitive 
recreation due to the same factors as solitude, plus the lack of 
diversity and the lack of opportunity for challenging experiences. 

3. Availability 

Resource Potential and Use - 

Recreation use at present is primarily related to hunting and 
firewood gathering. Hunting use will not be affected by designa- 
tion or non-designation of the area as wilderness. Firewood 
gathering would be eliminated. 

The mid to lower elevational portions of this area provide good 
mule deer sumer range and excellent big game winter range in the 
form of open sagebrush slopes and small stringers of Douglas-fir 
timber. Several hundred mule deer and elk winter in this area in 
the vicinity of Pasture Fountain. Antelope also summer and winter 
on the lower slopes within this area. The higher elevations (along 
the Continental Divide) consist primarily of large expanses of 
dense lodgepole pine tircber that could be improved for summer big 
game habitat through timber harvest. However, mule deer and elk 
migrate through this portion of the area to reach their winter 
range, thus increased road access and possible effects on this 
animal movement could easily outweigh accrued benefits to resident 
big game. Elk calve within this area during heavv snow years when 
their return towards summer range areas is delaved. 
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Several streams within the area have habitat suitable for fish, but 
fish densities are expected to be low because the streams have 
predominantly high gradient channels with minimal holding areas for 
fish. Fishing use of the area streams is light and quality would 
be fair. 

This moderate water producing area is an important source of 
.excellent quality irrigation water to ranchers in the Lemhi Valley. 

Hydrologic conditions vary throughout the area, showing impacts of 
previous grazing activities. However, the streams currently 
provide good fish habitat and water sources for wildlife and 
livestock. 

The area is within the Agency Creek Allotment and a portion of the 
Pattee Creek Allotment and provides approximately 700 AUM's of 
livestock use each grazing season. The majority of the suitable 
range is in fair to good condition. There are four existing water 
developments and approximately four miles of existing fence. 

An estimated 12.8 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield of 
.3 million board feet. 

The hardrock mineral potential of this area was rated moderate in 
the RARE II evaluation, and there is no new data to modify the 
original rating. There has been no mineral production from this 
area, however, mining claim owners continue to do assessment work. 
The southern portion of the area includes part of the Lemhi Pass 
thorium - rare-earth's belt. Copper occurs in the southeastern 
portion of the unit. Oil and gas lease applications have been 
filed on this area since RARE II. However, these applications were 
totally speculative. There is no known potential for currently 
leasable minerals. 

The potential for cultural resources in this unit is unknown. 

The area includes 4.7 miles of trail and there are 8.0 miles of 
road within the intrusion area. Segments of two permitted 69KV 
aerial powerlines cross a part of the area near Flume Creek and at 
Pattee Creek. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is vary light in the area. 

Mountain Pine Beetle exists in endemic levels in the lodgepole pine 
in this unit. The most susceptible stands have been harvested, or 
will be harvested, under existing timber sale contracts. 

There are no private lands within the perimeter of the area. 



4. Need 

The Agency Creek Roadless Area is approximately 95 miles from the 
Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. While use is heavy in 
particular popular locations, the majority of the wilderness 
receives extremely light use. 

The Agency Creek Roadless Area is approximately 35 miles from 
Salmon, Idaho; 140 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles 
from Missoula, Montana. The area does not contain any ecosystems 
determined from RARE II to be in need of representation in the 
wilderness system. 

The western spruce-fir, alpine meadows and barren ecosystems are 
not unique to the Forest. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Beaverhead III 
Roadless Area. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage this 
area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion 
received on the area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was 
against further study for wilderness. The area was not considered 
highly controversial during RARE I. 

The Agency Creek Roadless Area a13512 was inventoried and evaluated 
in RARE II as the Agency Creek Roadless Area #04-512. During 
RARE II public opinion was against further study for wilderness and 
the wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not highly controversial. 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
has received additional input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans 
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and 
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder- 
ness and roadless management areas over the State. They did not 
include this area in their proposal. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth FlrstJ recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for Agency 
Creek Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. The Anencv Creek Roadless Area was not included in the -. 
IFMA. 
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Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. The Idaho 
Wildlife Federation and Idaho Gutfitters and Guides Association 
recommended wilderness for the area. 

The area was not considered highly controversial during Forest 
Planning review of roadless lands. 

Preferred Alternative (Altrnative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further 
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision. 
Mineral potential is moderate. 



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 a 9 
--- ---- ___._-- - 

Non-vllderness* 
28 
48-I 
5B 
5E 
5F 

5,690 
5,690 

1,607 

4,083 
5,690 5,690 

5,690 
5,690 

5,283 

407 

5,078 

612 

* Refer to Alternsczve map for prescriptmn descrrprion. 



Roadless Area 13512 Aecncy Creek 





ROADLESS AREA BOUNDARY .-.--.-.-(----) 

EXISTING DEVELOPMENTS -.-.-.-..c;;;;z3 

PLANNED DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY..- 

SS ,‘,,AN 5000 ACRES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



1. 

ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

SAL MTN. ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST f/13513 -- 15,826 Net Acres 

Description 

The Sal Mtn. Roadless Area is seven air miles south of Salmon, 
Idaho. The area is bounded primarily by the Forest boundary on the 
north, east and west. On the southwest, the divide between Haynes 
Creek and Withington Creek form the boundary Forest Road 014 along 
Twelvemile Creek forms the southwest boundary. Access to the area 
can be gained from the Twelvemile, Withington Creek, and Haynes 
Creek roads. 

The area is dissected by Withington Creek, Haynes Creek and Twelve- 
mile Creek. Slopes are from 30 to 70 percent. Elevations range 
from 4,600 feet, to over 9,500 feet at Sal Mtn. Summer highs of 80 
to 90 degrees are contrasted by winter lows of 40 below zero. 
Annual precipitation, mostly in the form of snow, is from 15 to 30 
inches. Ouartzite and volcanic bedrock forms the loamy sand to 
loamy clay textured soils. Lodgepole pine and Douglas-fir cover 
much of the area. Sagebrush and grass meadows occur throughout the 
area. The ecosystems represented are sagebrush and western spruce- 
fir. 

Current recreation uses include backpacking, trailbike riding, and 
hunting. Use was estimated at approximately 200 RVD's in 1982. 

Seven intrusions totaling 3542 acres were identified within the 
inventoried boundaries. Three of these are mining related road 
corridors located near the Forest boundary in Tenmile and tielve- 
mile Creeks, and the Harmony Mine access road in Withington Creek, 
Kadletz Creek and Twelvemile Creek. The area impacted by these 
activities no longer meet roadless area criteria and will not be 
considered further for wilderness. In addition, the timber sale 
activity in the Withington Creek area split the roadless area into 
two units. The small unit in the Haynes Creek drainage is less 
than 5000 acres and will not be considered further for wilderness, 

No activities are scheduled to occur in the area under current 
action plans. 

The majority of the acres in this unit are in a natural condition. 
However, numerous intrusions are scattered throughout. The unit is 
bordered by lands administered by the BLM on the west, north, and 
east. It is bordered by developed National Forest lands on the 
south. 

There is a limited amount of outstanding scenerv in the vicinity of 
Sal Mtn. and in the Havnes Creek Canyon. The remainder of the unit 
is considered common for the Salmon National Forest. 
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2. Capability 

Due to existing intrusions, it would be extremelv difficult to 
develop logical and manageable boundaries for this unit. Size Is a 
factor, as portions of the unit have been isolated by intrusions 
and no longer meet minimum size requirements. 

Man’s influence on the natural integrity of this unit has been 
high. Intrusions are scattered throughout the unit and there is 
little feasibility of correction. 

The unit is impacted in many sections, with the impacts readilp 
apparent to visitors. 

The area offers only moderate opportunities for solitude due to 
moderate size, little topographic or vegetative screening, moderate 
distance from core to perimeter , and the existence of permanent 
intrusions. Due to these factors and lack of diversity, the area 
has a moderate opportunity for primitive recreation experiences. 

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious 
hazards are rare. 

3. Availability 

Resource Potential and Use -. - 

Current low recreation use is not expected to change significantly, 
due to the lack of attractions in the area, 

This area contains high quality summer range for mule deer and elk. 
Some areas of excess cover exist in the upper portion of the area, 
but topography and presence of surface rock precludes most habitat 
management opportunities. The lower elevations provide key winter 
range areas for mule deer, elk, and antelope. Antelope summer 
range is also present at the lower elevations. The area around 
Tule Lake is an elk calving ground. A small bighorn sheep herd 
occupies Sal Mtn., and a few mountain goats mav still be present in 
Haynes Creek. Mountain lions are present, and black bear are 
common throughout the area. 

No known fisheries occur in this area. 

The area contains several small tributaries of the Salmon and Lemhi 
Rivers. Water yields are relatively low in this area, and much of 
the streamflow is used by irrigators. Watershed conditions are 
generally good; however, historic mining and reading activities 
have resulted in some localized watershed instability and water 
quality problems. Stream channel projects have been completed to 
stabilize these problem areas. 



Much of the roadless area is within the Twelvemile Cattle and Horse 
Allotment. Approximately 400 AUM's of use occur on the roadless 
area. The maJo+ity of the suitable range is in fair condition. 
Approximately three miles of fence and two water developments are 
located within the roadless area. 

An estimated 23.6 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield 
of .3 million board feet. 

The area has moderate to high potential for gold and copper. There 
is no known potential for currently leasable minerals. Mining 
claim owners continue to do assessment work. The area currently 
contains no active mining operations. 

The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is considered 
moderate. Several historic structures are known to exist in the 
area, but their significance has not been determined. 

The area includes 5.9 miles of trails, and the intrusion areas 
include 14.8 miles of roads. Part of the area is used under an 
Outfitter and Guide permit. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is light. 

Much of the area contains non-commercial Douglas-fir or brush 
growing in talus rock. Dwarf mistletoe is a serious problem in the 
few commercial stands of Douglas-fir. 

The area includes two tracts of private land totaling 131.2 acres. 

4. Need 

The Sal Mtn. Roadless Area is approximately 60 road miles from the 
Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. Use of this 
wilderness ranges from low to high, depending on the particular 
location. 

The Roadless Area is 7 miles from Salmon, Idaho; 135 miles from 
Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 135 miles from Missoula, Montana. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Haynes-Mulkey #306 
and Sal Mtn. #307 Roadless Areas. The decision in the RARE I FEIS 
was to manage these areas for non-wilderness resource development. 
Public opinion received on these areas during RARE I, wilder- 
ness/non- wilderness, was against further study for wilderness. 
The areas were not considered highly controversial during RARE I. 

Ecosystems found in this area are represented throughout the Forest 
and in the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. 

These areas were further evaluated in the Twelvemile Unit Land 
Management Plan (LMF'). The decision in the LMP was to manage these 
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areas for non-wilderness resource development, with a portion being 
managed in a roadless condition. Public opinion was for non- 
wilderness resource development, The wilderness/non-wilderness 
issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process. Neither of 
these areas were considered in RARE II because of decisions reached 
in the Twelvemile Land Elanagement Plan. 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
has received additional input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans 
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and 
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder- 
ness and roadless management areas over the State. They did not 
include this area in their proposal. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the Sal 
Mountain Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recomenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The Sal Mountain Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has 
it been included in any of the additional or modified recommenda- 
tions. The area was not considered controversial during the Forest 
Planning review of roadless lands. 

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

No activities are predicted which would preclude consideration of 
this area from wilderness during the next forest plan revision. 
The area has moderate to high mineral potential. Timing of 
possible development of mineral resources is not known but if 
development should occur the areas disturbed bv mining and access 
construction would be precluded from further wilderness 
consideration. 



Roadless Area: 13513 Sal Nounrain Forest Plan Alternative 

Nanagement 
Prescrzprion 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

38 Proposed 
Wilderness 6,488 6,488 

Non-wilderness* 
48-I 
SB 
SE 
SF 

2,110 355 
15,315 9,031 15,826 15,471 15,393 15,826 14.670 2,108 

13,716 5,172 

* Befer to Alternative map for prescxiption descrzption. 





C-250 



ROADLESS AREA BOUNDARY.*--.  

I EXISTING DEVELOPMENTS -esm.-v 

PLANNED DEVELOPMENT ACTIVll 

LESS THAN 5000 ACRES . . . . . . . . . . 



ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

LITTLE HORSE ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST 1113514 - 7,620 Net Acres 

1. Description 

The Little Horse Roadless Area is 35 air miles northwest of Salmon, 
Idaho. The area is bounded on the north by the Oreana Ridge Road 
(067), on the west and south by the Long Tom Ridge Road (123) and 
on the east by the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. 
Access can be gained from the Forest roads. 

The area is dissected by Little Horse Creek drainage, which in- 
cludes several small drainages. The topography is a result of the 
dendritic pattern that Little Horse Creek has developed. Side 
slopes range from 30 to 60 percent. Horse Creek Butte is the 
highest point in the roadless area at over 8,300 feet, the lowest 
point is located at 6,000 feet. Summer highs of 80 to 90 degrees 
are contrasted by winter lows of 40 degrees below zero. Granite of 
the Idaho Batholith and the Metamorphosed Border Zone bedrock forms 
the soils. The soil textures range from sandy loams to sand. Most 
of the area is timbered with Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine. The 
ecosystem represented III this Roadless Area is the western spruce- 
fir. 

Current limited recreation use, estimated at less than 100 RVD's in 
1982, is related mostly to hunting. 

No intrusions were identified in this area. A one million board 
feet timber sale is planned for 1988, but the exact location has 
not been determined at this tame. 

This area is natural appearing. 

Separated by road corridors from two other roadless areas (f/13516, 
j/13520) on the north and east, and contiguous with the Frank Church 
-River of No Return Wilderness on the west, Little Horse is 
bordered by developed lands on the south. 

The scenery in this unit is considered common for the Salmon 
National Forest. There are no special features. 

2. Capabilitv 

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this area. 
Size is not an important factor. 

Man's influence on the natural Integrity of this area has been 
virtually none. 

Visitors would find this area to be apparently natural. 
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Due to size, proximity to the Frank Church--River of No Return 
Wilderness, good topographic screening, very good vegetative 
screening, and lack of off-sjte intrusions, this area offers a high 
opportunity for solitude. The exjstence of some diversity and the 
lack of developed recreation facilitfes combine with the previous 
factors to provide a high opportunity for primitive recreation 
experiences. 

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious 
hazards are rare. 

3. Availability 

Resource Potential and Use 

Current low recreation use is not expected to significantly change, 
due to rugged terrain and lack of attractions in the area. 

This area is currently below its habitat potential for big game 
because of the excessively high cover component and corresponding 
lack of forage. Mule deer and elk use the entire area during the 
summer, but use is centered around the few natural meadow com- 
plexes. Habitat improvement opportunities for these species are 
limited by topography and low timber quality. Mountain goats occur 
in the lower portions of this area on sparsely timbered rocky 
outcrops and ridge points. Elk rutting activity occurs on the 
flatter, densely timbered benches along the south side of Oreana 
Ridge. 

A minor resident fishery may exist in Little Horse Creek. The lower 
reach may also provide rearing habitat for anadromous fish. Fishing 
use is expected to be very light and quality would be fair. 

Little Horse Creek waterched produces a high amount of water, as 
the area receives over 40 inches of precipitation a year. Erosive 
granitic soils dominate the area , and streams carry a naturally 
high amount of sediment. Water quality is considered excellent 
throughout the area. All water produced in this area enters Horse 
Creek, and eventually the Salmon River. 

With the exception of a small amount of recreational horse use, the 
area is not grazed by livestock. 

An estimated 38.6 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield 
of .6 million board feet. 

Hardrock mineral potential is unknown. There is no known potential 
for currently leasable minerals. The area contains no active 
mining operations. Mining claim owners continue to do assessment 
work in this roadless area. 



The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is unknown. 

The area contains no system trails, and the only road is a 0.1 mile 
prospecting road north of Dish Pan Spring. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is light. 

As the lodgepole pine and whitebark pine increase in diameter there 
is an increasing hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic. 
However, many lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf 
mistletoe or overstocking. 

There is no private land within the area. 

4. Need 

The Little Horse Roadless Area is ad.iacent to the Frank Church- 
-River of hro Return Wilderness. Use in the adjacent portion of the 
Wilderness is considered light. 

The roadless area is approximately 60 road miles from Salmon, 
Idaho; 200 miles from Jdaho Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles from 
Missoula, Montana. 

During BARE I this area was inventoried as the Little Horse Creek 
Roadless Area 8297. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage 
this area for non-wilderness resource development. Publjc opinion 
received on this area during RARF I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was 
divided. The area was not considered highlv controversial during 
PARE I. 

The area was further evaluated in the Dutchler-Beartrap Unit Land 
Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP was to manage this 
area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion was 
for non-wilderness resource development. The wilderness/non- 
wilderness issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process. 

The Area was not evaluated in RARE II because of decisions reached 
in the Beartrap-Dutchler Land Management Plan. 

Ecosystems found in this area are represented throughout the Forest 
and in the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1903. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
received additional input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The envIronmenta groups and Governor Evans 
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and 
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Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder- 
ness and roadless management areas over the State. They did not 
include this area in their proposal. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First' recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho wining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Associatjon, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no Wilderness for Little 
Horse Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legjslation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressiocal Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The Little Horse Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has 
it been included in any of the additional or modified recommenda- 
tions. The area was not considered controversial during the Forest 
Planning review of roadless lands. 

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Some resource activity would occur on about 50 percent of the area 
which would preclude that portion of the area from consideration 
for wilderness during the next plan revision. Mineral potential is 
unknown. 



Effect8 of WlldernesalNon-uildernesg Maneaement Prescriptrons 

TABLE A 

MANAGEHENT PRESCRIPTION BY FOREST PLAN ALTERNATIVE 
(Acres) 

Roadlese Area: 13514 Little Horse Forest Plan Alternative 

tkmagement 
Prescriprmn 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

,A Proposed 
Wilderness 7,620 7,620 7,620 

Non-wilderness* 
3A-58 
?.A-% 
48-l 
5A 
SC 

6,785 

835 
,3.287 

4,333 

7,620 7,620 

3,319 7,620 
4,301 

* Refer LO Alternative msp for prescriptron description. 
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ROADLESS AREA BOUNDARY -.-......s 



ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

NAPIAS 5OADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13515 - 9,271 Net Acres 1 

1. Description 

The Napias Roadless Area is seven air miles northwest of Salmon, 
Idaho. The area is bounded on the east by Forest road 023, on the 
south by a powerline and the old Leesburg road, and on the west by 
the Salmon Mountain Road (020) and timber harvest activity. Access 
to the area can be gained from the Forest roads. 

The area is dissected by the headwaters of Moose Creek and Nap&s 
Creek, and lies in the basins of both creeks at elevations between 
7000 and 8000 feet. Slopes range from 15 to 50 percent. Summer 
highs of 80 to 90 degrees are contrasted by winter lows of 40 below 
zero. Annual precipitation of 20 to 35 inches falls mostly as 
snow. Soils are formed from granite and quartzite bedrock. Tex- 
tures range from sand to sandy loams. Lodgepole pine is the major 
tree species, with some Douglas-fir. Grassy, wet meadows occur 
throughout the area. The ecosystems are grand fir/Douglas-fir and 
western spruce-fir. 

One mineral related intrusion (access road) was identified in the 
southwest corner of the area. This road corridor does not meet 
roadless area criteria and has been removed from the inventory. 
About two-thirds of a 2.5 million board feet timber sale is planned 
in the southeastern portion of the area in 1986. 

Recreation use, estimated at less than 100 RVD's in 1982, is con- 
sidered extremely light and is related to hunting. 

The area is essentially natural appearing. 

Road corridors separate Napias from four other roadless areas 
(#13501, f/13507, f/13508, #13510) on the north, west, south, and 
southeast. Napias is bordered by developed lands on the east. 

The scenery in this unit is considered common for the Salmon 
National Forest. There are no special attractions or features. 

2. Capability 

Size would not be a factor fn developing logical boundaries for 
this area. However, manageable boundaries would be extremely 
difficult due to terrain and the surrounding roads. 

Man's influence on the natural integrity of this area has been low. 

The area would be apparentlv natural to most visitors. However, 
there are mining related impacts that would be apparent to some 
visitors. 

Due to size, surroundings, lack of topographic screening, small 
distance from core to perimeter and lack of diversity, this unit 
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provides only low opportunities for solitude and primitive recrea- 
tion experiences. 

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious 
hazards are rare. 

Availability 

Resource Potential 

Current low recreation use is not expected to change, due to the 
lack of attractions in the area. 

The dense, homogeneous lodgepole pine and mixed conifer timber on 
this area provide& good security cover for mule deer and elk. 
However, the area is currently below habitat potential for both 
species due to the scarcity of natural openings or forage areas. 
Opportunities do exist for creating a more desirable cover/forage 
ratio through timber management activities. Some wet areas with 
old growth spruce and/or mixed conifer timber are present, but 
overall wildlife habitat diversity is low for small birds and 
mammals. Pine marten and snowshoe hares are present in moderate 
numbers. 

This area contains a small amount of fish habitat, primarily con- 
fined to upper Napias Creek. Past placer mining has adversely 
influenced certain sections of Napias Creek and several of its 
tributaries. Fishing use is light and quality would be rated as 
fair. 

The area is located in the headwaters of the Napias Creek drainage 
to the south, and the Moose Creek drainage to the north. Water 
yield is moderate. Watershed conditions are generally good in the 
area, but several areas have been significantly impacted by mining 
and other land management activities. Especially impacted have 
been the stream channel bottoms. These areas are continuing to 
stabilize with time. 

Approximately 300 AlJM's of grazing use in the area result from 
portions of the Diamond-Moose and Williams Basin-Napias Creek 
Cattle and Horse Allotments. The majority of the suitable range is 
in fair condition. There is one water development. 

An estimated 46.3 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield of 
.7 million board feet. 

Hardrock mineral potential is hjgh. Mining claim owners continue 
to do assessment work, with some expanding their claim activity. 
The area has been a past producer of lode and placer gold, but 
there are currently no active mining operations. There is no known 
potential for currently leasable minerals. 



The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is considered low, 
but the potential for historic cultural resources is considered 
high. 

This area includes 9.9 miles of System trails, and two roads total- 
ing 2.9 miles not located within intrusions. The area was pre- 
viously used, but is not now used, for Outfitter/Guide purposes. 
The area may include additional trails used for prospecting access. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is very light in this area. 

As the lodgepole pine and whitebark pine increase in diameter there 
is an increasing hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic, 
especially in the lower elevation lodgepole stands. However, many 
lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over 
stocking. 

There are no private lands in this area. 

4. Need 

The Napias Roadless Area is approximately 15 
Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. 

miles from the 
Use of this 

wilderness ranges from high to low, depending on the particular 
location. 

The area is approximately 40 road miles from Salmon, Idaho; 180 
miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles from Missoula, 
Montana. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Napias Creek Road- 
less Area #312. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage this 
area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion 
received on this area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was 
against further study for wilderness. The area was not considered 
highlv controversial during RARE I. 

The Napias Creek Roadless Area was further evaluated in the Moose 
Creek Unit Land Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP was 
to manage this area for non-wilderness resource development. 
Public opinion was for non-wilderness resource development. The 
wilderness/non-wilderness issue was not highly controversial in the 
LMP process. 

The roadless area was not evaluated in RARE II, because of deci- 
sions reached in the Moose Creek Land Management Plan. 

Ecosystems found in this area are represented throughout the Forest 
and in the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
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with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
has received additional input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans 
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and 
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder- 
ness and roadless management areas over the State. They did not 
include this area in their proposal. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the Napias 
Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The Napias Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it 
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendations. 
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan- 
ning review of roadless lands. 

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further 
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision. 
Mineral potential is high. Timing of possbile mineral development 
is not known but if development should occur the area disturbed by 
mining and access construction would be precluded from further 
wilderness consideration. 



Roedlees Area: 13515 Napma FOreSc Plan Alternative 

Wa”ageOleIlt 
Prescriptmn 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 fl 9 

7A Proposed 
Wilderness 7,880 7,880 

111 
Non-vzldernesa* 4,436 

48-l 8,415 5,090 
1,109 48-3 4,143 4,181 1,280 1,391 

5B 8.162 9,271 9,271 9,271 692 
5E 856 

n 5F 

a 
E * Refer to Alternative map for prescription descrzptmn. 









1. 

ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

OREANA ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13516 - 7406 Net Acres 

Description 

The Oreana Roadless Area is 32 air miles northwest of Salmon, 
Idaho. The area is bounded on the north by a Forest road (065) 
along Horse Creek and mining road in Horse Creek, on the east by 
the Horse Creek Pass road (044), on the south by past timber 
activities near Tincup Hill and the Oreana Ridge road (067), and on 
the west by the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. 
Access to the area can be gained from the three bordering roads. 

The area is dissected by the small drainages that flow into Horse 
Creek. The side s-lopes range from 30 to 60 percent. The topo- 
graphy is a result of the dendritic drainage pattern that Horse 
Creek has developed. Oreana Lookout, at over 8,000 feet, is the 
highest point in the area; the low point is at 6,000 feet. Summer 
highs of 80 to 90 degrees are contrasted by winter lows of 40 below 
zero. Idaho Batholith granite bedrock has resulted in loamy sand 
to sand textured soils. Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine cover the 
area. The ecosystem represented is western spruce-fir. 

Current recreation use is considered extremely light and is related 
to hunting. Use was estimated at less than 100 RVD's in 1982. 

A 429 acre intrusion was identified on the east end of the area 
during the inventory review. This intrusion resulted-from a 1969 
timber sale which was under contract, but had not been harvested 
when the RARE I inventory was done. The harvest was completed, the 
area no longer meets roadless area criteria and it will not be 
considered further for wilderness. 

Approximately 3 million board feet of a proposed 1988 timber sale 
would come from the roadless area, but the sale is not shown on the 
map as its exact location is not known at this time. 

The area is substantially natural appearing. 

The Oreana Roadless Area is separated by a road corridor from two 
other roadless areas (j/13514, #13520) on the south, is adjacent to 
the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness on the west and 
northwest, and is bordered by developed lands on the northeast and 
east. 

The scenery is considered common for the Salmon National Forest, 
and the area has no special features or attractions. 

2. Capability 

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this area. 
Boundary modification would be necessary to delete a timber related 
intrusion on the east. Size is not a factor. 
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3. 

Man's influence on the natural integrity of the area has been very 
1OW. The existing timber related impact could be mitigated by 
deletion. 

The area would be apparently natural to most visitors. 

Due to size, proximity to existing wilderness, good topographic 
screening, very good vegetative screening and lack of off-site 
intrusions, this area offers a high opportunity for solitude. The 
existence of some diversity and the lack of developed recreation 
facilities combine with the previous factors to provide a high 
opportunity for primitive recreation experiences. Opportunities for 
challenging experiences or serious hazards are rare. 

Availability 

Resource Potentials and Use 

Current low recreation use is not expected to significantly change, 
due to terrain and the lack of attractions in the area. 

The steep, moist slopes along Oreana Ridge provide good summer 
habitat for big game. However, the lower elevations are covered by 
dense lodgepole pine stands , with some Douglas-fir on the drier 
ridge tops and south slopes, and thus offer limited summer forage. 
Mule deer and elk use the entire area, but current habitat condi- 
tions for these species is below site potential. With the excep- 
tion of a few natural meadows and old burns, habitat diversity for 
all wildlife species is fairly low and could be improved by timber 
harvesting activities. 

Only minimal fisheries are found within the area. Upper Horse 
Creek provides the most significant amount of fish habitat, where 
rainbow trout and bull trout are found. The lower portions of the 
drainage provide a substantial amount of anadromous fish habitat. 
Fishing use is moderate, and quality would be good to excellent. 

Located in the headwaters of Horse Creek, the area's high water 
yield results from an average annual precipitation greater than 40 
inches. Geology in the area is dominated by granitic rock, and the 
soils are quite erosive and subject to movement. Previous logging 
activities in the area have demonstrated that this area is highly 
sensitive to disturbance. While streams carry a high natural level 
of sediment, water quality is generally excellent. 

With the exception of a small amount of recreational horse use, the 
area is not grazed by livestock. 

An estimated 36.9 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield of 
.5 million board feet. 
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Hardrock mineral potential is unknown, but there are documented 
occurrences of gold, silver, and molybdenum within the area. There 
is no known potential for currently leasable minerals. There is no 
current mineral activity in this roadless area. 

The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is unknown. 
Historic cultural resource potential is low. 

The area includes 4.1 miles of System trail, 2.4 miles of System 
road, and 3.9 miles of non-System trail used for prospecting 
access. Part of the area is used for Outfitter and Guide purposes. 

Management 

Fire occurrence is very light. 

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing 
hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic, especially in the 
lower elevation lodgepole stands. However, many lodgepole stands 
have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over stocking. 

There are no private lands within the area. 

Need 

The Oreana Roadless Area is adjacent to the Frank Church--River of 
No Return Wilderness. Use in the adjacent portion of the 
wilderness is considered light. 

The Roadless Area is approximately 60 road miles from Salmon, 
Idaho; 200 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles from 
Missoula, Montana. 

Ecosystems found in this area are represented throughout the Forest 
and in the Frank Church--River of No Return \Jilderness. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Oreana Roadless Area 
i/299. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage this area for 
non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion received 
during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was divided. The area 
was not considered highly controversial during RARE I. 

The area was further evaluated in the Beartrap-Dutchler Unit Land 
Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP was to manage this 
area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion was 
for non-wilderness resource development. The wilderness/non- 
wilderness issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process. 

The area was not evaluated in RARE II because of decisions reached 
in the Beartrap-Dutchler Land Management Plan. 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
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with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
received additional input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans 
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and 
Game Commission provided input to Governor Rvans for both wilder- 
neas and roadless management areas over the State. They did not 
include this area in their proposal. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Rureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the Oreana 
Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State, 

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The Oreana Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it 
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendations. 
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan- 
ning review of roadless lands. 

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Some resource activity would occur on about 65 percent of the area 
which would preclude that portion of the area from consideration 
for wilderness during the next plan revision. Fineral potential is 
unknown. 
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Prescrlprlon 1 2 3 
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

MUSGROVE ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13517 - 8,223 Net Acres 

1. Description 

The Musgrove Roadless Area is approximately 20 miles southwest of 
Salmon, Idaho. It is bounded on the north by a road to the Black- 
bird Mine and by timber harvest activities, on the east by a timber 
sale and associated roads, on the south by Forest road 012 along 
Porphyry Creek, and on the east by Forest road 059 along Musgrove 
Creek. The Forest roads provide access to the roadless area. 

Musgrove Creek's headwaters dissect this land, which has slopes 
ranging from 20 to 60 percent. Blackbird Mountain, at 9,000 feet, 
is the highest point in the area, the lowest point is at 6,000 
feet. Temperatures range from summer highs of 90 degrees, to 
winter lows of 40 below zero. Annual precipitation of 20 to 35 
inches falls mostly as snow. Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine cover 
much of the area, with sagebrush and grass common on south aspects. 
Western spruce/fir, and grand fir/Douglas-fir are the ecosystems 
represented. Soils are formed from quartzite bedrock, and textures 
vary from sandv loam to loamy sand. 

Recreation use, less than 100 RVD's in 1982, is limited almost 
entirely to hunting. 

The area has a modified forested appearance. 

An intrusion from the southern arm through the center of the area 
resulted from a 7.7 million board feet timber sale in 1975 and 
a 5.7 million board feet timber sale in 1978. This intrusion has 
split the area, and the eastern portion of the roadless area no 
longer meets minimum size requirements for consideration as wilder- 
ness, i.e., less than 5000 acres. The area impacted by these 
intrusions total 10,357 acres which no longer meet roadless area 
criteria and will not be considered further for wilderness. 

Road corridors separate Musgrove from two other roadless areas 
(#13504, #13518) on the northwest and southeast. It is adjacent to 
the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness on the southwest 
and west, and is bordered by developed lands on the northeast, east 
and south. 

The scenery in this unit is considered common for the Salmon NF and 
there are no special features or attractions. 

2. Capability 

Due to past road construction activities, the unit has been split 
into several areas. Logical and manageable boundaries cannot be 
developed for this unit. 
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3. 

Man's influence on the natural integrity of this unit has been 
high, and is readily apparent. The majority of the unit has been 
affected, with little feasibility of correction. 

The unit offers a moderate opportunity for solitude and primitive 
recreation, but opportunities for challenging experiences are rare. 

There are no known special attractions or features in the area. 

Availability 

Resource Potentjals and Use 

Current low recreational use is not expected to significantly 
change, due to the lack of attractions in the area. 

The big game cover/forage ratio in the upper portion of the Mus- 
grove Creek drainage is nearly optimum on the north side, and 
almost entirely cover on the the south (north facing slopes). This 
area is key elk summer range and is also an elk calving area. The 
heavy cover in the area is utilized by big game during hunting 
season. Increasing forage on the south side of the drainage to 
benefit summering elk would greatly decrease the cover value it 
provides to this elk herd. Mule deer, black bear and mountain lion 
occur in the area in normal densities. Blue grouse are particu- 
larly abundant on the north side of the area. 

Only a minor amount of fish habitat is found in the headwaters of 
the Musgrove Creek drainage. Habitat would be similar to other 
high gradient streams. Fishing pressure would be very light, and 
quality would be fair, 

The roadless area includes the headwaters of the West Fork of 
Blackbird Creek and Musgrove Creek, within the Panther Creek 
Drainage. Watershed conditions are generally excellent, and 
precipitation of about 30 inches a year results in excellent 
quality water. Downstream uses have included mining activities in 
the Blackbird drainage. 

A small portion of the Forney cattle and horse allotment extends 
into the roadless area. Due to topographic features and the small 
amount of suitable range, grazing use within the roadless area is 
insignificant. There are no structural range improvements. 

An estimated 28.6 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield 
of .4 million board feet. Approximately one-fourth of a five 
million board feet timber sale is proposed for 1987 in the north- 
east portion of the area, and a five million board feet timber sale 
is proposed in the western portion in 1987. These two sales are 



not shown on the map because definite information about their 
locations is not known at this time. 

Hardrock mineral potential in unknown, 
tial for currently leasable hinerals. 

and there is no known poten- 
Mining claim owners continue 

to do assessment work, with some expanding their claim activity. 
The area currently contains no active mining operations. 

The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is considered low, 
and for historic cultural resources is considered moderate due to 
past mining activity. 

There are no System trails within the area. The area of intrusion 
includes one mile of System road. There are an additional 4.4 
miles of non-System road within the area. Musgrove Roadless Area 
may receive some outfitter and guide use by permittees from adjoin- 
ing areas. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is light. 

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing 
hazard of a major mountain pine beetle epidemic. However, many 
lodgepole stands have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over 
stocking. FJestern spruce budworm is periodically killing some of 
the understory Douglas-fir, especially on the drier sites. OCCP 
sionally the tops of the larger trees are being killed. The 
Douglas- fir beetle periodically kills small groups of the older, 
larger Douglas-fir; however, many of the higher hazard stands are 
being logged. 

There is no private land within the area. 

4. Need 

The Musgrove Roadless Area is adjacent to the Frank Church--River 
of No Return Wilderness. Use in the adjacent portion of the 
wilderness is considered high. 

The area is approximately 40 road miles from Salmon, Idaho; 180 
miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 170 miles from Missoula, 
Montana. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Musgrove Creek 
Roadless Area 11285. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage 
this area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion 
received on this area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was 
divided. The area was not considered highly controversial during 
RARE I. 

Ecosystems found in this area are represented throughout the Forest 
and in the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. 
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The area was further evaluated in the Red Rock Peak Unit Land 
Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP was to manage this 
area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion was 
for non-wilderness resource development. The wilderness/non- 
wilderness issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process. 

The area was not evaluated in RARE II because of decisions reached 
in the Red Rock Peak Land Management Plan. 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
received additional input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans 
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and 
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder- 
ness and roadless management areas over the State. They did not 
include this area in their proposal. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the 
Musgrove Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The Musgrove Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it 
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendations. 
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan- 
ning review of roadless lands. 

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further 
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision. 
Mineral potential is unknown. 
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

DUCK PEAK ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST f/13518 -- 48,791 Net Acres 

1. Description 

The Duck Peak Roadless Area is approximately 2.5 miles southwest of 
Salmon, Idaho. It is bounded on the east by Forest Road 055 along 
Panther Creek, on the southeast by Forest Road 108 along Silver 
Creek, on the southwest by a fluorspar mine and the Frank Church- 
-River of No Return Wilderness, on the northwest by Forest Road 112 
along Yellowjacket Creek, and on the north by Forest Road 112 along 
Porphyry Creek. The Forest Roads provide access to the Roadless 
Area. 

Panther, Silver, Cams, and Yellowjacket Creeks dissect the area 
with slopes ranging between 20 and 60 percent. Duck Peak is the 
highest point at 8,900 feet, the low point is 4,800 feet. SLUlllller 
highs of 90 degrees are contrasted by winter lows of 40 below zero. 
Annual precipitation of 20 to 35 inches falls mostlv as snow. 
Quartzite and volcanic bedrock form sand to loamy sand textured 
soils. Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine, interspersed with sagebrush 
and grass meadows, cover much of the area. Same ponderosa pine 
occurs along Silxuzr Creek. Western spruce-fir, and grand fir/ 
Douglas-fir are the ecosvstems represented. 

Timber sale intrusions have occurred in the Fourth of July Creek 
drainage on the northeast corner, west of Silver Creek on the 
eastern boundary, north of Red Rock Peak in the northwest corner 
and east of the Yellowjacket road across from Slaughter House 
Gulch. Two road intrusions were identified near the head of Cabin 
Creek. These intrusions total 4572 acres. The area impacted by 
these intrusions no longer meet roadless area criteria and will not 
be considered further for wilderness. 

A 2.5 million board feet timber sale is proposed for 1987 in the 
northeast portion of the area in the vicinity of the existing 
intrusions. A 2.9 million board feet sale is proposed for 1984, 
and a 2 million board feet sale is proposed for 1988, in the 
northwest portion. The 1987 and 1988 sales are not shown on the 
map because their definite locations are not known at this time. 

Recreation use, estimated at 2,300 RVD's during 1982, includes 
hunting, fishing, horseback riding, and backpacking. 

The area is essentially natural appearing, with outstanding scenery 
along Camas Creek, Cabin Creek, and other scattered areas. 

Road corridors separate Duck Peak from three other roadless areas 
(#13505, f/13517, #13901) on the northwest, northeast, and south- 
east. Adjacent to the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness 
on the south and west, it is bordered by developed lands on the 
east. 
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2. J$pability 

Boundary adjustments would be necessary to delete existing intru- 
sions before this area would be capable of being designated wilder- 
ness. Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for 
this unit without its size being a critical factor. 

Man's influence on the natural integrity of this unit has been verv 
low, and intrusions could be deleted by boundary adjustment. 

Visitors would find this unit to be natural appearing. 

Due to its large size, good diversity, good topographic and vege- 
tative screening, good distance from core to perimeter and lack of 
developed recreation facilities, this area provides a high oppor- 
tunity for solitude and primitive recreation experiences. 

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious 
hazards are rare. 

Availabilitv 

Resource Potential 

Current patterns, types, and amounts of recreation use are not 
expected to change significantly in the near future, regardless of 
the area's classification. The area's greatest recreation poten- 
tial is to provide a primitive setting. 

This large area is extremely diverse in terms of vegetative and 
topographic features, containing a wide variety of wildlife hab- 
itats over almost a mile of vertical relief. Key big game winter 
ranges occur along Camas and lower Yellowjacket Creeks. The entire 
area is utilized by summering mule deer and elk, but the northem 
half has particularly high quality big game summer range and elk 
calving areas. Nountain goats, black bear, mountain lion, and a 
wide variety of small mammals and birds occur In this area. 

Numerous small streams drain into the significant anadromous fish 
habitat of the Middle Fork drainage. Several of these streams 
provide habitat for small populations of resident trout. Fishing 
use of the area streams is rated as light, with quality rated as 
fair to good. 

The area includes a wide range of water productng zones, as pre- 
cipitation rates vary from 20 to 45 inches. Watershed conditions 
are generally good throughout; however, naturally erosive volcanic 
soils in much of the area results in high stream sedimentation 
rates. Streamflow from the area contributes to tributaries of the 
Middle Fork of the Salmon River, as well as Panther Creek. 



Much of the Camas Creek cattle and horse allotment is within the 
roadless area; however, due to the rugged topography and small 
amounts of suitable range in the roadless area portion, only a 
small percentage of the 900 permitted AlJM's on the allotment occur 
within the roadless area. There are no structural range improve- 
ments. 

The proposed Dry Gulch-Forge Creek Research National Area is 
partially within the roadless area, containing rare plants, water 
falls and hot springs of ecological significance. 

An estimated 199.3 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield of 
2.9 million board feet. 

The southwestern half of the area has a high hard-cock mineral 
potential for gold, silver, and fluorspar associated with the 
volcanics of the Van Horn Cauldron complex, and portions have been 
classified as prospectively valuable for geothermal resources. The 
hardrock mineral potential of the northeastern half of the area is 
unknown, but it has produced minor amounts of lead, zinc, and 
silver in the past. There are currently no active mining opera- 
tions within the area. Mining claim owners continue to do assess- 
ment work, with some expanding their claim activity. There is no 
known potential for other currently leasable minerals. 

The potential for prehistoric cultural resources is considered high 
along Cams Creek and low throughout the remainder of the unit. 
Historic cultural resource potential is considered low. 

This area includes eight trails totaling 29.3 miles, and nine roads 
totaling 11.4 miles within the intrusion area. Part of the area 
may be used for outfitter and guide purposes. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is light. 

As the lodgepole pine increase in diameter there is an increasing 
hazard of a maJor mountain pine beetle epidemic, especially in the 
lower elevation lodgepole stands. However, many lodgepole stands 
have slow growth due to dwarf mistletoe or over stocking. Western 
spruce budworm is periodically killing some of the understory 
Douglas-fir, especially on the drier sites. Occasionally, the tops 
of the larger trees are being killed. The Douglas-fir beetle 
periodically kills small groups of the older, larger, Douglas-fir. 

There are no private lands within the area. 

4. Need 

The Duck Peak Roadless Area is adjacent to a portion of the 
Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness which receives light 
use most of the year; during hunting season use is moderate to 
heavy. 
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The Roadless Area is approximately 60 road miles from Salmon, 
Idaho; 200 miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 190 miles from 
Missoula, Montana. 

Additional field investigations are needed to determine if the 
habltat types and rare plants are components of a unique system. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Duck Peak Roadless 
Area #287. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage this area 
for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion received 
on this area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was against 
further study for wilderness. The area was not considered highly 
controversial during RARE I.. 

The area was further evaluated in the Red Rock Peak Unit Land 
Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMI' was to manage this 
area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion was 
for non-wilderness resource development. The wilderness/non- 
wilderness issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process. 

The area was not evaluated in RARE II because of decisions reached 
in the Red Rock Peak Unit Land Management Plan. 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'blene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
has received additional input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans 
have not included this area in their proposals. The Idaho Fish and 
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder- 
ness and roadless management areas over the State. They did not 
include this area in their proposal. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for Duck Peak 
Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 



The Duck Peak Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it 
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendations. 
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan- 
ning review of roadless lands. 

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Some resource activity would occur on about 25 percent of the area 
which would preclude that portion of the area from consideration 
for wilderness during the next plan reviszlon. Mineral potential in 
the southwestern half is high and is unknomn in the northwestern 
half. Timing of possible mineral development is not known but if 
development should occur the area disturbed by mining and access 
construction would be precluded from further wilderness 
consideration. 
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

SHEEPEATER ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST ii13520 - 31,954 Net Acres 

1. Description 

The Sheepeater Roadless Area lies approximately 30 air miles to the 
northwest of Salmon, Idaho. Access to the area can be gained by 
trails at the mouths of Owl Creek and Cove Creek, and near the Pine 
Creek bridge on the Salmon River. Road access may be gained from 
roads on Beartrap Ridge, Tincup Hill, and below Blue Nose Lookout. 

The area is bounded on the north and northwest by a road along Long 
Tom Ridge, Tincup Hill and Blue Nose; on the northeast by Forest 
Road 043 and a timber sale and associated roads; on the south and 
southeast by the Salmon River road; on the west bv the ridge. 
between East Butte Creek and Swamp Creek; and on the southwest by 
the ridge between Ebenezer creek and owl creek. The slopes along 
the Salmon River and the lower reach of Owl Creek are steep (+70%) 
with many rock outcroppmgs. The higher elevatIona country has 
broad rounded ridges with slopes less than 30 percent to 40 per- 
cent. The slopes into the major drainages are from 40 to 60 
percent. Owl Creek and the East Fork of Owl Creek, along with 
their tributaries, form the major drainages. Elevations are from 
3,000 feet at the mouth of Owl Creek, to over 8,000 feet at 
Beartrap Lookout. The bedrock is the granite of the Idaho 
Batholith and the altered sediments of the Border Zone. Soils 
formed from these bedrocks range in texture from loamy sands to 
sandv loams. The vegetation on the south slopes is sagebrush and 
grass, with scattered stands of ponderosa pine. The higher eleva- 
tions and cooler slopes have Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine. The 
ecosystems represented are western ponderosa, western spruce-fir, 
and grand fir/Douglas-fir. 

Current uses include timber harvest, mining, and hunting (200 RVD's 
in 1982). There are also portions of one horse allotment which 
receives minimal use. 

Seven intrusions were identified within the area during the inven- 
tory process. These resulted from timber harvest activities from 
sales in 1977, 1978, and 1980. Five of the impact areas are in the 
Owl Creek drainage, one in Cover Creek, and one in Boulder Creek. 
A total of 11,705 acres were impacted by these sales. The areas 
impacted no longer meet roadless area criteria and will not be 
considered further for wilderness. In addition, the sale in the 
Boulder Creek drainage bisected one arm of the roadless area and 
isolated a unit of less than 5000 acres. This area no longer meets 
roadless area criteria and will not be considered further for 
wilderness. 

A sale was sold in the East Fork of Owl Creek in 1983 and another 
sale is planned in the Sourdough-Wallace Creek area for 1985. 



From high vantage points the area appears to have undergone modifi- 
cation, primarily through timber harvest activities. There are 
pockets remaining where this modification would not be noticeable. 

The area is surrounded by other areas of similar road and harvest 
densities. 

The scenery in this unit is considered cmmm for the Salmon 
National Forest. There are no special features or attractions. 

2. Capability 

Past timber activities and associated reading have resulted jn an 
impossible situation for the development of logical and manageable 
boundaries. The boundary could not be expanded in any direction 
due to existing roads. Deleting impacted acres would leave suffi- 
cient acres to meet minimum size requirements, but these acres are 
in long, narrow bands with no opportunity for manageable bound- 
aries. 

Past and current activities have a high influence on the area's 
natural integrity. The duration of impacts will exceed 10 years, 
and the areas of impact cannot be logicallv separated from the 
remainder of the unit. 

Natural appearance has been significantly impacted. The impacts 
are readily apparent to visitors. 

The area has a low opportunity for solitude due to size, distance 
from perimeter to core, and permanent intrusions. 

The area has a low opportunity for primitive recreation, due to the 
same factors as solitude plus the lack of diversity and the lack of 
opportunity for challenging experiences. 

3. Availabilitv 

Resource Potentials and Use 

Recreation use at present is considered light and is primarily 
related to hunting. Designation as wilderness would neither 
restrict current use nor significantly increase use, due to the 
lack of features or attractions in the area. 

This extremely rugged area contains high qualitv mountain goat and 
bighorn sheep habitat in the lower, or river breaks, zone. This 
portion of the area also serves as winter range for those two 
species plus mule deer and elk. Limited numbers of mule deer 
summer throughout the entire area, and the upper elevations provide 
summer elk habitat. Habitat potential for mule deer and elk could 
be improved in the northern portion by breaking up the homogeneous 
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lodgepole stands and creating quality forage openings. The lower 
portion of the area is very near habitat potential for big game, 
and cover reduction would not be desirable. 

Boulder Creek and Owl Creek drainages provide the only fish habitat 
within the area. Boulder Creek contains a resident population of 
cutthroat trout. Past mining activity has adversely influenced 
habitat in the upper portion of the drainage. Owl Creek contains 
both resident trout and anadromous steelhead trout. Habitat condi- 
tion is good to excellent. Only a minor amount of fishing occurs 
in Boulder Creek and quality would be rated as fair. Owl Creek 
provides a moderate amount of good to excellent fishing. The 
anadromous fish production potential is substantial. 

The area is located within several drainages tributary to the main 
Salmon River. Precipitation ranges from highs of 45 to 50 inches 
in the headwaters along the Forest boundary, to approximately 15 
inches adjacent to the Salmon River. The area is dominated by 
granitic soils, which results in relatively high natural sediment 
rates. Generally, watershed conditions are excellent, as is water 
quality. Small scale mining activities have occurred in several 
parts of the roadless area, however, watershed conditions are 
stabilizing in most of these areas. 

With the exception of a small amount of recreational horse use, the 
area is not grazed by domestic livestock. 

An estimated 128.2 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated potential yield of 2.9 
million board feet. 

Sheepeater Roadless Area has an undefined potential for gold and 
molybdenum associated with Tertiary intrusive activity. There has 
been minor past gold production and extensive exploration for 
molybdenum. This area would require further study to adequately 
assess hardrock mineral potential. There is no known potential for 
currently leasable minerals. (Note private land in lower and upper 
Owl Creek and Upper Spring Creek.) 

The greatest potential for cultural resources and related research 
occurs in a relatively narrow band adjacent to the Salmon River and 
in major drainages. The bulk of the roadless area would be classi- 
fied as having moderate potential. 

The roadless area includes five System trails totaling 32.1 miles, 
11 roads totaling 19.0 miles, and 10 roads within the intrusion 
totaling 27.4 miles. The area also includes several miles of 
prospecting/mining access roads. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is high in the area, with some fires reaching sizes 
over 100 acres. 



Mountain Pine Beetle is present at endemic levels in some of the 
lodgepole pine. Age and size conditions of the lodgepole pine, 
coupled with the proximity of other lodgepole pine areas, increases 
the potential for a major outbreak of the Mountain Pine Beetle. 
There are endemic levels of Douglas-fir Beetles present in the 
Douglas-fir and Western Pine Beetles in the ponderosa pine. Dwarf 
mistletoe is present in some widely scattered stands of lodgepole 
pine and Douglas-fir. 

The area includes four separate tracts of private lands (patented 
mining claims) totaling 246 acres. 

Need 

The area is withIn three air miles of the Frank Church--River of No 
Return Wilderness. Current use of the wilderness portion nearby is 
considered extremely light outside of hunting season. 

The area is located approximately 50 miles from Salmon, Idaho; 190 
miles from Idaho Falls, Idaho; and 140 miles from Missoula, 
Montana. 

Ecosystems found inthis area are represented throughout the Forest 
and in the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Owl Creek #300, 
Sheepeater #302, and Upper Owl #305 Roadless Areas. The decision 
in the RARE I FEIS was to manage these areas for non-wilderness 
resource development. Public opinion received on these areas 
during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was divided. The areas 
were not considered highly controversial during RARE I. 

The Owl Creek, Sheepeater, and Upper Owl Creek areas were further 
evaluated in the Beartrap-Dutchler Unit Land Management Plan (LNP). 
The decision in the LMP was to manage the areas for non-wilderness 
resource development, with a portion being managed in a roadless 
condition. Again, public opinion was divided. But the wilder- 
ness/non- wilderness issue was not highly controversial in the LMP 
process. 

The area was not evaluated in RARE II because of decisions made in 
the Beartrap-Dutchler Land Management Plan. 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals, i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
has received additlonal input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans 
made no special recommendations for this area. The Idaho Fish and 
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both 
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wilderness and roadless management. They did not make any recom- 
mendations on the area. 

During the Forest Planning review of fnventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First' recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the 
Sheepeater Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IFVA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Tdaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The Sheepeater Roadless Area was not included in the IFVA nor has 
it been included in anv of the additional or modified recommenda- 
tions. The area was not considered controversial during the Forest 
Planning review of roadless lands. 

Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

Predicted resource activities would preclude this area from further 
consideration for wilderness during the next plan revision. 
Mineral potential is unknown. 
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ROADLESS AREA EVALUATION 

LONG TOM ROADLESS AREA 
SALMON NATIONAL FOREST #13521 - 21,633 Net Acres 

1. Description 

The Long Tom Roadless Area is approximately 35 air miles northwest 
of Salmon, Idaho. Access to the area can be gained along the 
Salmon River road, from the road along Long Tom ridge, and from the 
road along the ridge to Corn Lake. 

The area is bounded on the south and southwest by the Salmon River 
road, on the north by the Corn Lake road, on the east by the Long 
Tom ridge road, and is adjacent to the Frank Church--River of No 
Return Wilderness on the northwest. The area is dissected by small 
drainages that flow directly into the Salmon River. Wheat Creek, 
Corn Creek, and Rear Basin Creek are the major drainages. The 
slopes along the Salmon River are steep (+70%) and form a portion 
of the Wild and Scenic River corridor. The higher country consists 
of moderately dissected mountain slopes (20% to 60%). Elevations 
range from 3,000 feet to over 8,000 feet. The steep slopes 
adjacent to the Salmon River have numerous rock outcroppings and 
near surface bedrock. The Border Zone rocks that have been altered 
by the intrusion of the Idaho Batholith form the bedrock from which 
the sandy loam textured soils have been formed. The vegetation on 
the steep canyon slopes is a sagebrush and grass community. The 
higher elevations are timbered with ponderosa pine, Douglas-fir, 
lodgepole pine, and subalpine fir. Western ponderosa and grand 
fir/Douglas- fir are the two ecosystems found in this area. 

Current use would primarily be recreation related, and is mostly 
hunting (100 RVD's in 1982). There is a small amount of mining 
activity and timber harvesting along the edge of the roadless area. 

Three intrusions were identified in the area during the inventory 
process. These total 273 acres and are located near Corn Lake in 
the northeast corner of the unit at the head of Corn Creek and in 
the southeast part of the unit below Long Tom Lookout. These are 
all road corridors (loops on existing roads) that were erroneously 
included in original inventories. Also, a timber sale was made in 
the southeast corner of the unit in 1983 covering approximate- 
ly 1194 acres and harvest activities have started. These areas no 
longer meet roadless area criteria and will not be considered 
further for wilderness. 

No other activities are planned in the area through current action 
plans. 

The area is essentially natural appearing. 

The unit is bordered bv the Frank Church--River of No Return 
Wilderness on the west and north, the Salmon Wild and Scenic River 
on the south, and a road corridor on the east. 
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This unit contains outstanding scenery, particularly along the 
Salmon River Breaks. 

2. Capability 

Logical and manageable boundaries could be developed for this unit. 

Size is not a factor. 

Man's activities have had no overall influence on the area's 
natural integrity. The specific sites that have been impacted are 
on the perimeter , and could easily be deleted. Most visitors would 
find this unit to be apparently natural. 

Due to size, proximity to existing wilderness, very good topo- 
graphic screening, good vegetative screening, high diversity, good 
distance from core to perimeter, and lack of developed recreation 
facilities, this area provides a very high opportunity for solitude 
and for primitive recreation experiences. 

Opportunities for challenging experiences or encountering serious 
hazards are few and are related to the rugged terrain. 

3. Availability 

Resource Potentials and Use 

Recreation use at present is considered very light and is hunting 
related. Patterns of use or numbers of users are not likelv to be 
affected by designation or non-designation of the area as wilder- 
ness. 

This extremely rough, rocky area contains approximately one mile of 
vertical relief from the Salmon River up to Long Tom Mountain. 
High quality summer and winter range areas for bighorn sheep and 
mountain goats are present throughout the area. Elk and mule deer 
are present yearlong. Black bear and mountain lion are abundant. 
A wide variety of small birds and mammals ranging from blue grouse 
to pika inhabit the area. 

Only a minor amount of fish habitat is found within the area. Most 
streams are small, with high channel gradients and boulder cobble 
substrates. Corn Creek provides habitat for resident trout and a 
minor amount of steelhead habitat in the extreme lower end. 
Fishing pressure is vary light, and quality would be fair. 

The area contains several small stream drainages which are directly 
tributary to the main Salmon River. Water yield in the area is 
generally low, as annual precipitatjon averages 25 inches or less. 
Soils in the area are dominated br granitics and result in general- 
ly high natural sediment rates, however, water quality is usually 
excellent throughout the entire area. 



With the exception of a moderate amount of recreational horse use, 
the area is not grazed by domestic livestock. Most of the use by 
horses occurs during the big game hunting seasons and is largely 
confined to scattered riparian meadows and open parks. 

An estimated 59.2 million board feet of sawtimber growing stock 
volume within the area have an estimated annual potential yield 
of .9 million board feet. 

This area has an undefined potential for cobalt and copper. The 
Salmon Canyon Copper Mine (minor production) is located in the 
extreme southeastern portion of the unit. This area would require 
further study to adequately assess hardrock mineral potential. 
There is no known potential for currently leasable minerals. The 
area has an active mining operation. 

There is a high potential for cultural resources and related 
research in a band adjacent to the Salmon River. The remainder of 
the unit has low potential. 

This area includes two system trails totaling 8.8 miles, and one 
system road totaling 1.0 miles. Part of the area is used for 
Outfitter and Guide purposes. 

Management Considerations 

Fire occurrence is high, with potential for large fires. 

Mountain Pine Beetle is present in some of the lodgepole pine. 
There is a potential for a major outbreak of Mountain Pine Beetle 
in the unit due to the age, size and location of the lodgepole 
pine. Endemic levels of Douglas-fir Beetle are present in the 
Douglas-fir, and endemic levels of Western Pine Beetle in the 
ponderosa pine. Dwarf mistletoe is present in some widely scat- 
tered stands of lodgepole pine and Douglas-fir. 

There are no private lands within the area. 

4. Need 

The unit lies adjacent to the Frank Church--River of No Return 
Wilderness. Use in the adjacent portion of the wilderness is 
considered light and is related primarily to hunting. The area is 
approximately 50 miles from Salmon, Idaho; 190 miles from Idaho 
Falls, Idaho; and 140 miles from Missoula, Montana. 

The ecosystems found in this area are represented throughout the 
Forest and in the Frank Church--River of No Return Wilderness. 

During RARE I this area was inventoried as the Long Tom Fountain 
/I298 Roadless Area. The decision in the RARE I FEIS was to manage 
this area for non-wilderness resource development. Public opinion 
received on the area during RARE I, wilderness/non-wilderness, was 
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divided. The area was not considered highly controversial during 
RARE I. 

The Long Tom Roadless Area was further evaluated in the Beartrap- 
Dutchler Unit Land Management Plan (LMP). The decision in the LMP 
was to manage this area for non-wilderness resource development 
with a portion of the area being managed in a roadless condition. 
Again public opinion was divided, but the wilderness/non-wilderness 
issue was not highly controversial in the LMP process. 

This area was not evaluated in RARE II because of decisions reached 
in the Beartrap Dutchler Land Management Plan. 

Senator McClure held "Idaho Forest Management Act" hearings in 
Coeur d'Alene, Lewiston, Boise, and Idaho Falls during August 1983. 
Prior to these meetings the Senator sent out a constituent letter 
with four proposals i.e., the Forest Service RARE II, Forest 
Industries, other commodity user groups, and the 1979 Idaho Wild- 
life Federation proposal. Following the hearings, Senator McClure 
as received additional input from environmental groups and the 
Governor of Idaho. The environmental groups and Governor Evans 
made no special recommendations for this area. The Idaho Fish and 
Game Commission provided input to Governor Evans for both wilder- 
ness and roadless management areas over the state. They did not 
make any special recommendation for the area. 

During the Forest Planning review of inventoried roadless lands, 
public opinion was again divided ranging from no wilderness to all 
wilderness. Earth First! recommended wilderness for the entire 
area. The Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Cattlemen's Association, 
Outdoors Unlimited, Idaho Farm Bureau, Idaho Wool Growers, Idaho 
Trail Machine Association, Idaho Forest Industries Council, and 
Idaho Women in Timber all recommended no wilderness for the Long 
Tom Roadless Area. 

Senator McClure has introduced the Idaho Forest Management Act 
(IFMA) in the Senate. The proposed legislation has unanimous 
support from the Idaho Congressional Delegation and would designate 
approximately 526,064 acres of roadless lands as wilderness across 
the State. 

Following introduction of the IFMA new and/or modified recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to the Idaho Congressional Delegation for 
the inclusion of more roadless lands as wilderness. 

The Long Tom Roadless Area was not included in the IFMA nor has it 
been included in any of the additional or modified recommendations. 
The area was not considered controversial during the Forest Plan- 
ning review of roadless lands. 



Preferred Alternative (Alternative 12) 

This area is not recommended for wilderness designation in the 
preferred alternative. 

No activities are predicted which would preclude consideration of 
this area for wilderness during the next forest plan revision. The 
area has unknown mineral potential. 
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