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Forest to Release Travel Plan DEIS

The Salmon-Challis National Forest will release the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) for Travel Planning and OHV Route Designation with a notice of
availability in the Federal Register - expected on or about September 26. The DEIS has
been completed but maps for the DEIS are still at the printer. The maps and DEIS will be
available for review at the Salmon-Challis National Forest Supervisor’s Office, 1206
South Challis Street, Salmon, Idaho 83467 or at the Forest website at www.fs.fed.us/r4/sc
as soon as they become available. The Forest Service hopes to be mailing documents to
those who have requested them during the week of September 21.

“The DEIS is only a draft. No final decision has been made,” said Forest Supervisor Bill
Wood. “We have been working with the public, state and local governments, and various
interest groups for two years to develop this draft and we are now presenting it for
additional comments. Your comments are important and will help me make the final
decision.” Wood also noted that comments that are specific to Travel Management and
OHYV route designation are the most valuable. To be most useful, comments should be
received during the 60 day comment period following the notice of availability in the
Federal Register.

The DEIS includes five alternatives: 0- No Action, 1- Current Designated System, 2-
Revised Proposed Action, 3- Recommended Wilderness and Roadless Area Emphasis,
and 4- Motorized Use Emphasis. Using the information in the draft, additional public
comments and recommendations from the District Rangers, the Forest Supervisor will
make a decision on the Travel Plan late next spring.

The Forest Service is planning a number of public meetings during October and
November to discuss travel planning and the DEIS. Meetings are scheduled for Mackay
on October 16, Challis October 28, and Salmon on October 30. Additional meetings will



be held in other local and regional communities; however the dates and locations have
not yet been determined. All public meeting dates, times, and locations will be published
well in advance.

The new travel plan is being developed under national direction. National Forests
throughout the country are also facing travel management issues and the Forest Service
has revised its travel management regulations to provide sustainable access for motor
vehicles, including OHVs, on national forests and grasslands. The regulations direct the
Forest to designate a system of roads and trails and for public motorized use. Once these
routes are designated and the Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM) is published, cross-
country motorized travel will be prohibited. Motorized cross-county access to dispersed
camping may be allowed where displayed on the new travel map.

Additional information regarding this action can be obtained from Karen Gallogly, Team

Leader, (208) 756-5103, Salmon-Challis National Forest, 1206 South Challis Street,
Salmon, Idaho 83467.

-30-



