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Dear Interested Citizen: 

I am writing to update you on the environmental analysis process for the proposed cell tower on 
Galena Summit in the Sawtooth National Recreation Area.  On July 10, 2008, I signed a 
Decision Notice and Finding of No Significant Impact (DN/FONSI) for the Galena Summit 
Communications Project on the Sawtooth National Recreation Area.   In my decision, I selected 
the “No Action” alternative which did not permit construction of the proposed cell tower. I also 
approved a non-significant amendment to the Forest Plan Visual Quality Objectives (VQO) map 
for the Galena Summit area.  My decision was subsequently appealed.   

On September 30, 2008, the Appeal Deciding Officer (ADO), Deputy Regional Forester Cathy 
Beaty, issued her appeal determination regarding my decision.  In her letter, the ADO stated that 
she was…“Reversing the decision by Sawtooth Forest Supervisor Jane Kollmeyer.  The record 
provided by the Forest Supervisor does not contain sufficient information to demonstrate that 
there was adequate notice and opportunity for public comment on the proposal to amend the 
Forest Plan to change Visual Quality Objectives (VQO) for the project area.” 

I am providing a formal 30-day notice and comment period for the proposal to make a non-
significant amendment to the Forest Plan Visual Quality Objectives (VQO) map. After 
completion of the formal comment period, we will prepare a supplement to the analysis for the 
July 2008 Environmental Assessment: Galena Summit Communication Project (EA). An 
additional component of the supplemental analysis is to seek comments on the designation of 
Forest Road #70405 (a.k.a. skier’s ‘skin track’) as a “Primary Travel Route with viewer 
sensitivity Level 1”.  The enclosed scoping document outlines the items on which I am seeking 
comment.  The website www.fs.fed.us/r4/sawtooth/projects will also provide you with more 
information.    

The 30-day comment period provides an opportunity for you to provide early and meaningful 
participation on a proposed action prior to a decision being made. Those who provide comments 
during this comment period are eligible to appeal the decision under the 36 CFR 215 appeal 
regulations. Those individuals and organizations that commented during the last 30-day notice 
for this project (April 19 – May 21, 2007) do not need to re-submit their comments in order to 
retain their eligibility to appeal. 
 
I hope you will take the time to review the attached document and provide comments on the 
proposed non-significant Forest Plan amendment.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ Jane P. Kollmeyer 

 

JANE P. KOLLMEYER   
Forest Supervisor   



 

 

 


