Request for Comment

Pahvant Interagency Fuels Reduction Project
USDA Forest Service

Fishlake National Forest

Fillmore Ranger District

and

USDI Bureau of Land Management

Fillmore Field Office


The Fillmore Ranger District of the Fishlake National Forest (NF), and the Fillmore Field Office of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) are proposing to cut and burn hazardous fuel accumulations along the western slopes of the Pahvant Mountain Range (Front Range).  The project is east of Interstate 15, between Fillmore and Richfield, and extending from Scipio to Meadow, Utah.  This project is coordinated between the Fishlake NF, BLM, Utah Division of Forestry, Fire & State Lands, and communities within Millard County.

Treatments would occur in seven treatment units ranging from approximately 480 to 5,000 acres in size.  A total of approximately 16,000 acres would be treated from 2003 to 2008.  Vegetation to be treated includes sagebrush-grasslands, pinyon-juniper, gambel oak, and mountain brush. Treatment methods include cutting by hand, piling or scattering cut vegetation, burning cut vegetation by hand or aerial ignition device, and broadcast burning by hand or aerial ignition device.  Treatments involving broadcast burning would occur mainly during spring and fall months; cutting could occur all year long.


The public is invited to comment to help develop the basis on which to make an informed decision on this proposal.  Your comments will help us identify and refine significant issues and analyze the effects of the proposed action.  Please be as specific as possible in expressing your comments or concerns so that we can more effectively address them.  Although your comments are always welcome, comments received by March 12, 2003 will be most useful.  You may send your comments to:  Diane Freeman, Pahvant Interdisciplinary Team Leader, Fishlake National Forest, 115 East 900 North, Richfield, UT 84701. 


Comments received, including the names and addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public record on this project, and will be available for public inspection.  If requested, this information will be released in its entirety pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act.  Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered; however, those who submit anonymous comments will not have standing to appeal the subsequent decision under 36 CFR 215.


We will be holding a public meeting at 7:00 p.m. on February 20, 2003 at the Millard High School to discuss our proposal and obtain public comments.  Meeting location is 35 North 200 West, Fillmore, UT in the cafeteria room.   


For more information about this proposal, please contact BLM Project Leader Glen Nebeker, Fillmore Field Office, 35 East 500 North, Fillmore, UT 84631 or call (435) 743-3100, or Fishlake NF Interdisciplinary Team Leader Diane Freeman, 115 East 900 North, Richfield, UT  84701 or call (435) 896-9233.
