Pahvant Interagency Fuels Reduction Project


Who:  Fillmore Ranger District, and Fillmore Field Office, Bureau of Land Management

What:  Reduce hazardous fuels 

When:  2003-2008

Where:  West side of the Pahvant Range, in the vicinity of Scipio, Holden, Fillmore and Meadow, Utah; seven treatment units, ranging from 490 to 4,929 acres in size.  Hazardous fuels to be treated include sagebrush-grassland, pinyon-juniper, and Gambel oak

Why:  Lessen the risk of uncharacteristically intense and severe wildfire, and secondary effects such as flooding, to communities and the environment while providing for firefighter safety
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the Swain’s Wildfire in 2000

How:  cutting by hand, piling or scattering cut vegetation, burning cut vegetation by hand or helicopter, and broadcast burning by hand or helicopter
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 Burning piles by hand




Broadcast burning

Project Design Features:

· Where necessary, handlines would be constructed along the perimeters of treatment units in order to contain prescribed fire within the Wild Goose, Pioneer, Horse Hollow and Meadow treatment units. Handline is typically created by clearing up to a ten-foot path in overhead fuels, and up to a one-foot wide line scraped to bare mineral soil. Approximately 0.12-0.84 mile of handline would be created in each of these four units. 

· Firelines would be water barred frequently to prevent erosion as part of fireline Best Management Practices (Hydrology Report, pg. 34).

· Low- to moderate-intensity prescribed fire would be used in order to promote the creation of a patchwork pattern of burned and unburned vegetation, and to protect soil resources.

· For prescribed burns in the Grabalt, Horse Hollow and Meadow treatment units, the soil moisture content would be at least 12-15% water by weight, in order to protect the fragile nature of the soils (Soil Resource Management Report, pg. 29).

· Treatment of the Holden Springs unit would be deferred until 2005 in order to avoid future potential for flooding to the community of Holden, which could occur as a result of cumulative effects from the Swain’s wildfire. This would allow for further rehabilitation and revegetation of the steep mountainsides of upper Maple Hollow within the Swain’s wildfire area (Soil Resource Management Report, pg. 33 and Hydrology Report, pg. 33).

· Grazing pastures within treatment units would be rested from livestock grazing for a minimum of two growing seasons following a prescribed burn in that unit. Pastures would be rested for an additional season(s), where necessary to allow vegetation to grow and reestablish. The following allotments and units would be affected. BLM: Meadow Spring Allotment; USFS: Wild Goose Allotment – Wild Goose Unit; Pioneer Allotment – Pioneer Unit; Center Fork Chalk Creek Allotment – Horse Hollow Unit; Meadow Creek Allotment – Meadow Creek and Walker Canyon units.

· Vegetation treatments would not occur within a minimum 100-foot buffer of Pioneer, Chalk and Meadow creeks, in order to avoid potential negative affects to riparian resources.

· An average of two trees per acre would be retained for wildlife habitat in pinyon-juniper targeted for cutting. Trees with cavities that are observed during cutting of pinyon or junipers will be retained for cavity nesting bird species.

· Several archaeological sites have been identified in the proposed project areas thus far. It is anticipated that additional sites will be located during future surveys. No ground-disturbing activities would be conducted through known archaeological sites that are eligible to the National Register of Historic Places. Eligible sites would be protected by reducing heat intensity and fire duration on sites through the use of firelines or hand thinning of fuels within and around site boundaries. In areas not previously inventoried, an archaeologist would be present to monitor all ground-disturbing activities to ensure there would be no adverse effects to heritage resources.
· Prescribed burning would only occur under specified conditions for weather, fuel moisture and other factors as specified in the prescribed burn plan, which would provide for safe burning conditions and would reduce the possibility of fire escape.

· In the event a prescribed fire escapes control, it would be considered a wildfire and would be treated accordingly, including suppression activities and implementation of burn area emergency rehabilitation (BAER) measures, if necessary. 

· Prescribed burn areas would be seeded to promote recovery of ground cover in order to protect soil resources, if determined to be necessary through post-burn monitoring. Seed mixes would be comprised of grass, forbs, or shrubs. Only noxious weed-free seed mixes would be used.
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         Example of continuous heavy juniper  


Wildland Urban Interface (WUI)





A serious problem

