
    

  

      
 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

            

 

   

 

 

 

  

Lake Fuels Environmental Assessment 

Appendix A – Response to Comments
 

Len Stull Scoping 

Comment: 

Response: 

Comment noted. 

Comment: 

Response: 

The designation of roadless areas is outside the scope of this document. 

Sanpete County 

Comment: 

Response: 

Comment noted. 
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Bonnie Keele 

Comment: 

Response: 

Comment noted. 

Emery County 

Comment: 

Response: 

Comment noted. 
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Lake Fuels Environmental Assessment 

Emery County 

Comment: 

Response: 

Comment noted. 

Hopi Tribe 

Comment: 

Response: 
Cultural resource surveys have been completed for the proposed projects. Design features for the management and 

protection of cultural resources have been included in the proposed action. No eligible sites were identified during the 

surveys. 

Should eligible sites be identified during implementation they will be avoided during timber harvest and temporary road 

construction activities; therefore, there would be no effect. The State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO) has been 

consulted for these activities. (Document number #19 project record) 

Great Salt Lake Audubon 

Comment: 
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Lake Fuels Environmental Assessment 

Response: 

1. A visual quality report was prepared for the Lake EIS project. The effects of the project following the 

spruce beetle epidemic were discussed in the specialist Report. (Document number # 22 project record) 

2. The effects of the proposed project on sedimentation are discussed in the Soils Specialist Report (Page 9), 

the Hydrology Specialist Report, and the Fisheries portion of the BE/BA. The design criteria for the 

project along with the Best Management Practices are listed in Appendix B of the Lake Fuels EA. 

(Document numbers # 24 and 26 project record, Appendix B Design Criteria) 

3. No activities are proposed in Inventoried Roadless. The effects on the adjacent Inventoried Roadless 

were discussed in the Recreation Specialist Report Pages 5 thru 8, (Document number # 21 project record) 

4. Previous salvage harvest projects on the Manti-LaSal National Forest have used native plant seed 

mixtures to revegetated disturbed sites. (Appendix B Design Criteria) 

5. Noxious weeds. Stipulations in the contract to wash equipment and monitoring for noxious and invasive weeds 

during stand inspections, to track and treat the areas harvested. (Appendix B Design Criteria, Appendix D 

Monitoring) 

6. Effects of the project on the avian breeding season is discussed in the BE/BA and the wildlife report. 
(Document numbers # 30 and 31 project record, Appendix B Design Criteria) 

Utah Environmental Congress 

Comment: 

Response: 

The current and accurate science e has been used in the formulation of the proposed action and in evaluation of the 

proposal as documented in specialist reports and information provided in the project record. A paper has been prepared 

to evaluate the literature listed in your scoping response and is on file in the project record (Appendix E). 

Utah Environmental Congress 

Comment: 
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Lake Fuels Environmental Assessment 

Response: 

Fire history, potential and effects within the project area have been analyzed in the Fuels Specialist Report. In addition I 

want to list specific examples of wildfires that have occurred in spruce beetle killed stands on the Manti-LaSal in the 

past 5 years. The analysis of the No Action Alternative includes discussion of recent wildfire activity in spruce beetle 

killed spruce stands on the Manti-LaSal National Forest. 

Sixmile Wildfire Use – 2004 burned approximately 1000 acres in spruce beetle killed spruce fir type. The mortality 

occurred from 1995 thru 1998, the needles and small branches were no longer on the trees, and understory vegetation 

had already responded to the decreased canopy cover. 

White Knoll Wildfire Use – 2005, ignition started in a spruce beetle killed spruce at 10,000 foot elevation on July 14, 

burned approximately 500 acres in the spruce fir type, the rest in aspen mixed conifer type. The mortality occurred from 

1998 thru 1992. 

Jungle burn escaped wildfire burned approximately 400 acres of spruce beetle killed spruce fir type. The mortality 

occurred from 1995 thru 1998, the needles and small branches were no longer on the trees, and understory vegetation 

had already responded to the decreased canopy cover 

All 3 of the wildfires listed burned in spruce beetle killed forests that no longer had red needles on the trees. The 

needles had fallen a minimum of 4 years prior to the wildfires. 

The current and accurate science has been used in the formulation of the proposed action and in evaluation of the 

proposal as documented in specialist reports and information provided in the project record. A paper has been prepared 

to evaluate the literature listed in your scoping response and can be found in Appendix E. 

Utah Environmental Congress 

Comment: 
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Lake Fuels Environmental Assessment 

Response: 

Fire potential and the effects within the project area have been analyzed in the Fuels Specialist Report. In addition I 

want to list specific examples of wildfires that have occurred in spruce beetle killed stands on the Manti-LaSal in the 

past 5 years. 

Sixmile Wildfire Use – 2004 burned approximately 1000 acres in spruce beetle killed spruce fir type. The mortality 

occurred from 1995 thru 1998, the needles and small branches were no longer on the trees, and understory vegetation 

had already responded to the decreased canopy cover. 

White Knoll Wildfire Use – 2005, ignition started in a spruce beetle killed spruce at 10,000 foot elevation on July 14, 

burned approximately 500 acres in the spruce fir type, the rest in aspen mixed conifer type. The mortality occurred from 

1998 thru 1992. 

Jungle burn escaped wildfire burned approximately 400 acres of spruce beetle killed spruce fir type. The mortality 

occurred from 1995 thru 1998, the needles and small branches were no longer on the trees, and understory vegetation 

had already responded to the decreased canopy cover 

All 3 of the wildfires listed burned in spruce beetle killed forests that no longer had red needles on the trees. The 

needles had fallen a minimum of 4 years prior to the wildfires. 

The current and accurate science has been used in the formulation of the proposed action and in evaluation of the 

proposal as documented in specialist reports and information provided in the project record. A paper has been prepared 

to evaluate the literature listed in your scoping response and can be found in Appendix E. 

Utah Environmental Congress 

Comment: 

Response: 

The document by Graham and others (Science Basis for Changing Forest Structure to Modify Wildfire Behavior and 

Severity. USDA General Technical Report RMRS-GTR-120, January 2004) states that stand structure and wildfire 

behavior are clearly linked. Decision-makers should consider 4 basic principles when making decisions regarding fuel 

treatments: 1) Reduce surface fuels; 2) Increase canopy base height; 3) Decrease crown density; and 4) Increase 

proportion of fire resistant trees. Obviously when decisions are made to plant trees in burned areas, vegetation changes 

as grass, forbs, and shrubs thrive in the open conditions that are created. When trees are planted a vegetation layer is 

restored to an area that for 20 years or more may be more susceptible to fire because of ladder fuels, low branches, and 

canopy density. This requires that we consider implementation of measures through time to protect them and eventually 

reduce the associated fire hazard. 

Utah Environmental Congress 

Comment: 
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Lake Fuels Environmental Assessment 

Response: 

The document by Graham and others (Science Basis for Changing Forest Structure to Modify Wildfire Behavior and 

Severity. USDA General Technical Report RMRS-GTR-120, January 2004) states that stand structure and wildfire 

behavior are clearly linked. Decision-makers should consider 4 basic principles when making decisions regarding fuel 

treatments: 1) Reduce surface fuels; 2) Increase canopy base height; 3) Decrease crown density; and 4) Increase 

proportion of fire resistant trees. Obviously when decisions are made to plant trees in burned areas, vegetation changes 

as grass, forbs, and shrubs thrive in the open conditions that are created. When trees are planted a vegetation layer is 

restored to an area that for 20 years or more may be more susceptible to fire because of ladder fuels, low branches, and 

canopy density. This requires that we consider implementation of measures through time to protect them and eventually 

reduce the associated fire hazard. 

Utah Environmental Congress 

Comment: 

Response: 

The planned treatments would create openings in the general overstory canopy, provide safe access 

routes, and create fuel breaks of various age groups of trees.  Initial attack forces would have access 

to the area; have time and defensible space to control the fire prior to the end of the 4-hour window, 

the reduction of post-activity fuels should, theoretically, increase the effectiveness of control efforts 

(e.g. less effort required to build fire line in and between former treatment units), increasing the 

probability of success of the control efforts. (Finney, Design of Regular Landscape Fuel Treatment 

Patterns for Modifying Fire Growth and Behavior, Forest 7 Science, 2001). 
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Lake Fuels Environmental Assessment 

Utah Environmental Congress 

Comment: 

Response: 

The project is a salvage of already dead trees, thinning the stand is no longer a viable option. 

Utah Environmental Congress 

Comment: 
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Lake Fuels Environmental Assessment 

Response: 

Fire potential and the effects within the project area have been analyzed in the Fuels Specialist Report. In addition I 

want to list specific examples of wildfires that have occurred in spruce beetle killed stands on the Manti-LaSal in the 

past 5 years. 

Sixmile Wildfire Use – 2004 burned approximately 1000 acres in spruce beetle killed spruce fir type. The mortality 

occurred from 1995 thru 1998, the needles and small branches were no longer on the trees, and understory vegetation 

had already responded to the decreased canopy cover. 

White Knoll Wildfire Use – 2005, ignition started in a spruce beetle killed spruce at 10,000 foot elevation on July 14, 

burned approximately 500 acres in the spruce fir type, the rest in aspen mixed conifer type. The mortality occurred from 

1998 thru 1992. 

Jungle burn escaped wildfire burned approximately 400 acres of spruce beetle killed spruce fir type. The mortality 

occurred from 1995 thru 1998, the needles and small branches were no longer on the trees, and understory vegetation 

had already responded to the decreased canopy cover 

All 3 of the wildfires listed burned in spruce beetle killed forests that no longer had red needles on the trees. The 

needles had fallen a minimum of 4 years prior to the wildfires. 

Utah Environmental Congress 

Comment: 

Response: 

The scoping letter dated May 17, 2007 addressed the requirements of a HFRA project and the Lake Fuels project 

complies with these requirements. In addition the scoping responses from Emery County supported the findings 

of the Manti-La Sal National Forest that the Lake Fuels project complies with the requirements. (Lake Fuels EA, 

Page 4 and Emery County Scoping Response Project Record, Document #13) 
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