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THIS LETTER DOCUMENTS OUR MEETING HELD ON FEBRUARY 15, 2008, AND WILL 
SERVE AS YOUR ANNUAL OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE 2008/2009 GRAZING 
SEASON ON THE BRIDGEPORT AND PARTS OF THE CARSON RANGER DISTRICTS.  IN 
ATTENDANCE WERE FRED FULSTONE, MARIANNE LEINASSAR, KRIS LEINASSAR 
(PERMITTEE), CHERYL PROBERT, AMY BAUMER, INGRID DRIELING, AND RIXEY 
JENKINS (FOREST SERVICE). 
 
THIS AOI WILL COVER 14 OF THE 17 ALLOTMENTS IN WHICH YOU ARE PERMITTED.  
THE REMAINING THREE ALLOTMENTS WILL BE COVERED AT A LATER DATE.   
 

AUTHORIZED USE  
 

SARONI BAND 
 

ALLOTMENT NUMBER & CLASS SEASON 
SARONI CANAL S&G 718 ON/ 307 OFF (1025 

TOTAL) 
04/10-05/07 

RISUE S&G 1025 E/L 05/08-05/31 
MILL CANYON S&G 1025 E/L 06/01-06/25 
POISON CREEK S&G 1025 E/L 06/26-09/14 
BEARTRAP (UNIT OF POISON CREEK S&G) 1025 E/L 09/15-10/05 
LEAVITT MEADOWS (PART OF POISON CREEK 
S&G) 

1025 E/L 10/06-10/15 

 
SARONI CANAL S&G, RISUE S&G:  

• GRAZING WILL BEGIN ON THE SARONI PORTION, WITH 718 E/L ACCOUNTED 
FOR ON NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM LANDS, AND 307 HEAD UNDER “OFF” 
PROVISIONS ON PERMITTEE CONTROLLED PRIVATE LANDS. THE BAND WILL 
THEN GRAZE THE RISUE S&G ALLOTMENT FROM NORTH TO SOUTH. 

• AS A REMINDER, THE JACKASS FIRE BURNED A PORTION OF THE RISUE S&G 
ALLOTMENT DURING JULY OF 2006.  IT IS FOREST SERVICE POLICY TO REST 
BURNED AREAS FOR TWO GROWING SEASONS FOLLOWING A FIRE.  THIS 
EQUATES TO THE BURN BEING RESTED IN GRAZING SEASONS 2007 AND 2008.  
PLEASE AVOID THIS AREA AGAIN THIS GRAZING SEASON.   

 



 

MILL CANYON S&G: 
• PLEASE REVIEW ALLOWABLE USE STANDARDS IN YOUR TERM GRAZING 

PERMIT WITH RESPECT TO GRAZING MANAGEMENT AND TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS OF THE BIOLOGICAL OPINION. ALLOWABLE USE STANDARDS 
EQUIVALENT TO THOSE FOR THE BY-DAY WATERSHED PORTION OF THE 
RICKEY PEAK S&G ALLOTMENT ARE APPLICABLE TO ALL NATIONAL FOREST 
SYSTEM LANDS WITHIN THE MILL CANYON WATERSHED. 

 
POISON CREEK S&G INCLUDING THE BEARTRAP UNIT (PREVIOUSLY BEARTRAP 

S&G):  
• ENTRANCE OF SHEEP ONTO THE ALLOTMENT WILL OCCUR NEAR SONORA 

BRIDGE, AS IT HAS IN THE PAST. 
• YOU MAY WATER YOUR SHEEP ONCE NEAR SONORA BRIDGE AT THE WEST 

WALKER RIVER WHEN ENTERING THE ALLOTMENT AND YOU MAY ALSO WATER 
YOUR SHEEP SOUTH OF THE PRIVATE LAND NEAR WILLOW FLAT. GRAZING 
USE IN THESE INSTANCES MUST BE NO MORE THAN THAT ASSOCIATED WITH 
WATERING.  

• ONCE SHEEP HAVE REACHED THE SOUTHERN END OF THE POISON CREEK 
ALLOTMENT, THEY WILL CROSS OVER INTO LONG CANYON (BEARTRAP UNIT), 
AND RETURN NORTHWARD, ACROSS YPARRAQUIRRE CANYON, CONTINUING 
NORTH TOWARD POORE LAKE, AND EVENTUALLY TO LEAVITT MEADOWS.  
PLEASE KEEP USE OF THE WEST WALKER TRAIL TO A MINIMUM TO AVOID 
LIVESTOCK CONFLICTS WITH THE PUBLIC.   

• DUE TO A KNOWN POPULATION OF YOSEMITE TOAD AT BEARTRAP LAKE, THE 
SHEEP MUST STAY ¼ OF A MILE AWAY FROM THE LAKE.   

• SHEEP ARE ALLOWED TO CROSS THE WEST WALKER RIVER WHILE IN THE 
LEAVITT UNIT, AND ARE ALLOWED TO WATER AT THE RIVER.  EXCEPT WHEN 
WATERING, YOUR SHEEP MUST BE KEPT AT LEAST 100 FEET AWAY FROM THE 
RIVER.  I APPRECIATE YOUR CONTINUED COOPERATION IN THIS MATTER. 

• USE STANDARDS ON LEAVITT MEADOWS THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS WERE 
RIGHT AT STANDARD AND IN SOME AREAS SLIGHTLY EXCEEDED.  PLEASE USE 
EXTRA CAUTION IN THIS AREA.   

 
DESERT PEAK BAND 

 
ALLOTMENT NUMBER & 

CLASS 
SEASON 

SULPHUR S&G 1025 E/L 4/10-5/20 
DESERT PEAK S&G 1025 E/L 05/21-06/20 
COTTONWOOD/BURCHAM S&G 1025 E/L 06/21-9/17 

 
SHEEP WILL BE TRAILED FROM DESERT PEAK VIA UPPER DESERT CREEK TO 
COTTONWOOD S&G ALLOTMENT.  THIS TRAILING ROUTE IS AUTHORIZED FOR ONE (1) 
DAY.  ANY TRAILING IN EXCESS OF ONE DAY IS NOT APPROVED.  GRAZING ON 
BURCHAM/COTTONWOOD WILL BEGIN ON THE NORTHERN PORTION OF 
COTTONWOOD, AND MOVE SOUTHWARD THROUGH BURCHAM. 

 
BALD MOUNTAIN BAND 

 
Allotment Number & Class Season 

 



 

Sulphur S&G 700 e/l 04/10-04/22 
Pine Grove S&G 700 e/l 05/21-06/10 
Bald Mountain S&G 700 e/l 06/11-07/10 
Cottonwood/Burcham S&G 700 e/l 7/11-9/13 

 
BALD MOUNTAIN S&G: 

• THE PORTION OF THE DESERT PEAK ALLOTMENT EAST OF HWY 338 WILL BE 
GRAZED IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE BALD MOUNTAIN ALLOTMENT. 

• TO PROTECT THE POPULATIONS OF THE FORB WILLIAM’S COMBLEAF IN AND 
AROUND THE UPPER LAKES ON BALD MOUNTAIN, PLEASE AVOID BEDDING OR 
WATERING YOUR SHEEP IN THESE AREAS. 

• THE FOREST SERVICE CONSIDERS THE ACCESS ROAD INTO BALD MOUNTAIN A 
LOW MAINTENANCE ROAD.  THEREFORE, YOU MUST MAINTAIN ANY ROAD 
IMPROVEMENT(S) NEEDED IN ORDER FOR A WATER TRUCK TO GET INTO THE 
AREA.  ANY ROAD IMPROVEMENT MUST STAY WITHIN THE ROAD PRISM.   

 
OTHER SUMMER/FALL ALLOTMENTS  

 
RICKEY S&G:  700 E/L, 06/28-09/20 

• THE PLANNED USE IS TO BEGIN IN THE LABROSSE UNIT AND CONTINUE ONTO 
THE RICKEY UNIT OF THE ALLOTMENT.  AS YOU KNOW, THE FINAL RECOVERY 
PLAN FOR SIERRA NEVADA BIGHORN SHEEP WAS RELEASED IN FEBRUARY 
2008.  SECTION E OF THAT PLAN HAS VERY SPECIFIC GUIDANCE.  THIS 
DIRECTION INCLUDES CLOSURE OF THE LABROSSE UNIT OF THE RICKEY S&G 
ALLOTMENT.  WE ARE REQUIRED TO ENTER INTO CONSULTATION WITH U.S. 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE ON THE USE OF THE LABROSSE UNIT.  WE ARE 
GOING TO INITIATE INFORMAL CONSULTATION THIS SPRING.  THE PROPOSED 
ACTION WILL REQUIRE THAT YOU NOTIFY US BY TELEPHONE 48 HOURS 
BEFORE YOU ENTER THE LABROSSE UNIT AND THAT YOU NOTIFY US BY 
TELEPHONE 48 HOURS BEFORE YOU EXIT THE LABROSSE UNIT, IN ORDER TO 
ACCOUNT FOR THE ACTUAL SEASON OF USE.  NO ADDITIONAL MINIMIZING 
MEASURES ARE GOING TO BE PROPOSED.  UNTIL THE CONSULTATION IS 
COMPLETE, YOU ARE NOT AUTHORIZED TO ENTER THE LABROSSE UNIT.  I 
WILL NOTIFY YOU IN WRITING AS SOON AS THE PROCESS IS COMPLETE.  WE 
WILL ALSO KEEP YOU INFORMED WITH ANY WRITTEN DOCUMENTATION 
RELATED TO THE CONSULTATION PROCESS ON THE LABROSSE UNIT.   

• AS YOU KNOW, BY-DAY CREEK IS HOME TO LAHONTAN CUTTHROAT TROUT, 
WHICH ARE LISTED AS A THREATENED SPECIES.  THE BIOLOGICAL 
ASSESSMENT/BIOLOGICAL OPINION PROVIDES FOR REST TO BY-DAY CREEK 
EVERY FOUR YEARS.  BY-DAY CREEK WAS SCHEDULED FOR REST THIS 
GRAZING SEASON; THEREFORE SHEEP ARE NOT ALLOWED WITH ¼ MILE OF 
BY-DAY CREEK.  MY OFFICE WILL FOLLOW UP WITH COMPLIANCE 
THROUGHOUT THE GRAZING SEASON.   

 
WILD OAT S&G: 1650 E, 04/01-07/15; NOT TO EXCEED 1300 SHEEP MONTHS, 24 DAYS. 

• THIS BAND COMES FROM THE HOME RANCH. 
 
CAMPBELL-LOOPE S&G: 1650 E, 09/01-10/26 

• THIS BAND COMES FROM PINE NUTS (BLM). 
 

 



 

WINTER ALLOTMENTS 
 
SUGARLOAF S&G: 1800 E (MAXIMUM) VARIABLE NUMBERS AND SEASONS WITHIN THE 

SEASON 12/16-02/28, NOT TO EXCEED 2100 SHEEP MONTHS; 35 DAYS.  
 
SULPHUR S&G (NORTH): 5400 E (MAXIMUM IN THREE DIFFERENT BANDS), VARIABLE 

NUMBERS AND SEASONS WITHIN THE SEASON 12/16-03/25, NOT TO EXCEED 7200 
SHEEP MONTHS; 36 DAYS. 

 
MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS 

 
Allotment maps and management requirements, including improvement maintenance, salting, 
camping, and bedding for those allotments you are permitted to graze have been provided to 
you.   
 
Range improvements listed under part three in your term permit must be maintained before 
livestock enter allotments.  The maintenance standards, also listed in part three of your permit, 
must be followed when maintaining improvements.  Range improvements must be maintained 
even when there is non-use on an allotment; for whatever reason.   
 

 



 

Sheep may use a bedding/nooning area no more than once per season.  “Good bedground 
management” was highligted in your 1974 Sheep Management and Development Plan.  We 
discussed with you areas that district resource personnel observed during the 2007 grazing 
season.   
 
Place salt at least ¼ mile from water, roads, and trails. If there are specific areas that require 
salt placement outside these guidelines, you must obtain approval from this office prior to 
salting.  Haul dead livestock at least 100 yards from roads, trails, and water.  All garbage and 
debris associated with managing your livestock on Forest Service allotments must be removed 
from the National Forest.   
 
If you or your employees spot a wildfire on any of your allotments, report it immediately to the 
Interagency Dispatch Center in Minden, NV at (775) 883-5995.  As a reminder, if the Bridgeport 
Ranger District enters into fire restrictions during 2008, this restriction applies to your operation 
as well.   
 
Invasive weeds are becoming a serious threat to the welfare of our rangelands.  Your 
assistance is needed to identify new outbreaks of weed populations and to prevent the 
establishment of weeds on the forest.  Pay particular attention to areas where stock are 
concentrated such as loading/unloading areas, water developments, and salting areas.  A 
Noxious Weed Free Hay order has been implemented on our Forest.  This requires any hay that 
is brought onto the National Forest must be certified free from noxious weeds.  All livestock 
entering the National Forest are recommended to be fed Certified Noxious Weed Free Forage 
for at least 2 days prior to entering the Forest.  Pelletized feed is not affected by this order.   
 
Standards and guidelines applicable to your allotment(s) include the following: 
 
On the Mill Canyon S&G: 
 

Disturbance of meadow-associated streambanks and natural lake and pond shorelines is 
not to exceed 10 percent of the stream reach or 10 percent of the natural lake or pond 
shoreline.   
 
In meadows that are in early seral status (an early stage of succession in a plant community 
or vegetation type, generally characterized by plant species that are adapted to colonizing 
disturbed areas with a high proportion of bare soil) livestock utilization of grass and grass-
like plants must be limited to 30 percent (or minimum six-inch stubble height).   

 
In meadows that are in late seral status (fifty percent or more of the relative cover of the 
herbaceous layer is late seral with high similarity to the potential natural community, a 
diversity of age classes of hardwood shrubs is present, and regeneration is occurring) 
livestock utilization of grass and grass-like plants must be limited to a maximum of 30 
percent (or minimum six-inch stubble height). 

 
In meadows that are degraded (such as those in early seral status with a greater than ten 
percent meadow area in bare soil and active erosion) total rest from grazing is required 
until they have recovered and have moved to a mid or late seral status.     
 
In riparian areas browsing on mature riparian shrubs (including willow and aspen) is not to 
exceed 20 percent of the annual leader growth and is not to exceed more than 20 percent 
of individual seedlings.   

 



 

 
Standard not within the Framework, but within the Biological Opinion, 45% use of current 
year’s growth on herbaceous species in upland sites  

 
On the Poison Creek S&G and Rickey S&G (NOT including By-Day Creek Drainage) 
allotments: 
  

Disturbance of meadow-associated streambanks and natural lake and pond shorelines is 
not to exceed 20 percent of the stream reach or 20 percent of the natural lake or pond 
shoreline.   

 
In meadows that are in early seral status (an early stage of succession in a plant community 
or vegetation type, generally characterized by plant species that are adapted to colonizing 
disturbed areas with a high proportion of bare soil) livestock utilization of grass and grass-
like plants must be limited to 30 percent (or minimum six-inch stubble height).   

 
In meadows that are in late seral status (fifty percent or more of the relative cover of the 
herbaceous layer is late seral with high similarity to the potential natural community, a 
diversity of age classes of hardwood shrubs is present, and regeneration is occurring) 
livestock utilization of grass and grass-like plants must be limited to a maximum of 40 
percent (or minimum four-inch stubble height). 

 
In meadows that are degraded (such as those in early seral status with a greater than ten 
percent meadow area in bare soil and active erosion) total rest from grazing is required 
until they have recovered and have moved to a mid or late seral status.     

 
In riparian areas browsing on mature riparian shrubs (including willow and aspen) is not to 
exceed 20 percent of the annual leader growth and is not to exceed more than 20 percent 
of individual seedlings.   
 
In meadow areas of great gray owl protected activity centers {a protected activity center 
(PAC) is defined as an area established to protect breeding adults and their offspring}, 
maintain herbaceous meadow vegetation at least 12 inches in height and covering at least 
90 percent of the meadow.  The great gray owl PAC within the Poison Creek S&G allotment 
is located just north of Secret Lake.  It is estimated that the PAC covers 50 acres 
surrounding the nest site.   

 
Winter Allotments: 
 
  20% use on black sage, low sage, and bitterbrush in key deer range 
  40% use on same species outside key deer winter range 
 
Remaining Spring and Summer Allotments: 

 
30% use on key species on range above 10,000 feet elevation 
40% use on key species on range below 10,000 feet elevation 
 
45% use on key species in riparian sites 
20% use on willow species in riparian sites 
 
40% use on grass species in aspen, sagebrush, and mountain brush sites 

 



 

20% use on shrub species in aspen, sagebrush, and mountain brush sites 
 
10% maximum soil disturbance on steep slopes and loose, sandy soils on range 
above 10,000 feet elevation 
 
20% maximum soil disturbance on all other range above 10,000 feet elevation 

 
10% maximum soil disturbance on steep slopes and on loose, sandy soils on 
range below 10,000 feet elevation 
 
35% maximum soil disturbance on all other range 

 
You are responsible for determining when allowable use has been reached and for moving your 
sheep to the next unit to be used or off the allotment when the last unit has been grazed.  The 
Forest Service is responsible for monitoring your compliance with allowable use standards.  If 
you need assistance determining forage use or streambank disturbance levels, contact Amy 
and she will help you.   
 
If you have questions, or need additional copies of any of this information, please contact Amy.  
 

REPORTING 
 
ALLOTMENT SUMMARY FORMS, FOR REPORTING ACTUAL USE AND MAINTENANCE 
COSTS ARE INCLUDED. PLEASE COMPLETE THESE FORMS AND RETURN THEM TO 
THIS OFFICE BY NOVEMBER 15, 2008 FOR SUMMER ALLOTMENTS, AND BY MARCH 30, 
2009 FOR WINTER ALLOTMENTS.  THANK YOU FOR RETURNING LAST YEAR’S ACTUAL 
USE AND IMPROVEMENT MAINTENANCE FORMS IN A TIMELY MANNER.   
 

 
GENERAL MANAGEMENT 

 
ALLOTMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN COMBINED IN TERMS OF MANAGEMENT ARE NOT 
NECESSARILY REFLECTED IN THE ANNUAL BILL FOR COLLECTION.  NUMBERS AND 
SEASONS IN YOUR GRAZING BILL REFLECT THE TOTAL HEAD MONTHS OF USE ON 
PERMITTED ALLOTMENTS, BUT NOT NECESSARILY THE PLANNED USE ON THE 
GROUND.  IN CASES WHERE THE BILL DIFFERS FROM THESE INSTRUCTIONS, THE 
ANNUAL OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS ARE THE AUTHORIZED USE PATTERNS TO BE 
IMPLEMENTED ON THE GROUND. 
 
DROUGHT PREVENTED YOU FROM USING SOME OF YOUR WINTER RANGE IN 2007-
2008.  THIS GRAZING CREDIT WILL BE REFLECTED ON THIS YEAR’S GRAZING BILL.   
 
THE GRAZING FEES FOR 2008 HAVE NOT CHANGED FROM 2007.  THE FEE FOR 2008 IS 
$0.27 PER HEAD MONTH.   
 
As a reminder, approval of requests for permittee convenience non-use is not automatic and the 
authorized officer should discuss the reasons for the nonuse request with the permittee.  
Approval of a request for permittee convenience non-use must be in writing by the authorized 
officer.  Full or partial permittee convenience non-use may be approved by the authorized officer 
for no more than three consecutive years and not more than four years in any ten year period.   
 

 



 

Payment of your grazing bill is due five days prior to your earliest turout date to allow time for 
processing.  As a reminder the Forest Service is required to give permittees a minimum of 30 
days to pay your grazing fees.  The Forest Service is requesting that permittees schedule their 
AOI meeting a minimum of 35 days prior to their earliest on date to provide adequate time to 
plan for the upcoming grazing season.   
 
AMY BAUMER WILL CONTINUE TO ADMINISTER YOUR PERMIT.  PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
USE HER AS YOUR CONTACT ON THE DISTRICT.   
 
I TRUST THAT YOU WILL CONTACT ME ANY TIME YOU HAVE A QUESTION SO THAT WE 
MAY KEEP OUR COMMUNICATION OPEN.  THANK YOU FOR CONTINUING TO WORK 
WITH US ON THE BRIDGEPORT RANGER DISTRICT.  IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ON 
THE MANAGEMENT OF THE ABOVE ALLOTMENTS, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT 
MYSELF OR AMY AT 760-932-5852.   
 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 

/s/ Cheryl F. Probert   
CHERYL F. PROBERT   
District Ranger   
 
     

 


