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Off Highway Vehicle Management                   Date: 3/04

                               Need for Change     

Off Highway Vehicle Management

Need for Change:

· Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) popularity and use on National Forest System lands is growing at a phenomenal rate.  Many locations throughout the HTNF attract intense OHV recreation, which is escalating the development of pioneered routes.  In addition, large motorized events have grown in frequency.

· Motorized use, both summer and winter, is shifting into areas not previously used, and/or areas that are not suitable for these types of activities.  User skill, equipment, and values are changing, allowing users to reach and impact new areas.  The unrestricted use is causing resource damage and user conflicts.

· Residential growth in the urban interface is closing off traditional use areas, thereby creating conflict between residents and motorized users.  This growth has also generated new Forest visitors with easy access to “backyard” National Forest System land.  

· Forest Plan direction is outdated and did not anticipate the changes in use intensities, the geographic spread of motorized uses, or the types of equipment.  Current travel management direction allows cross-country travel and the associated pioneering of new routes over much of the Forest.

· Areas that do have designated route restrictions have not had those restrictions consistently enforced, which has allowed new routes to proliferate.  The designated routes are not necessarily adequate to give users the quality or quantity of experience they seek.  Signing, mapping, and pre-trip planning information are generally spotty at best, leaving visitors to decide on their own how and where to travel.
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