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Forest and Rangeland Health

Need for Change: 

· Past management practices, such as fire exclusion and livestock grazing, have moved ecosystems away from their properly functioning conditions.  Ecosystems; as defined by their composition, structure, and function; are less resilient and are not sustainable.  Examples include the decline of sagebrush communities due to the expansion of cheat grass and encroachment of pinyon-juniper stands, and a decrease in the seral components of forestlands.

· Disturbance processes, such as wildland fire and insects and disease, have changed from historic regimes.  Ecosystems are less resilient to the effects of these disturbances.

· Invasive, noxious, and exotic species are increasing.  The 1986 Forest Plans do not adequately cover invasive species management.

· There is an increased awareness of the high level of biological diversity that is geographically fragmented across the Forest.  The unique qualities of these diverse communities require recognition.  Since the Plans were written additional species of concern have been identified in Conservation Agreements.

· Forested lands represent only 8% of the National Forest System land within the Forest, and are critical for watershed integrity.  Water quality is important for riparian dependent species and municipal water supplies.

· A new suite of Management Indicator Species (MIS) need to be identified based on habitats, potential impacts of use, and management of National Forest System lands.
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