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Abstract:  This Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared to analyze a proposal to address key recreational and infrastructure improvements at Mt. Rose Ski Tahoe located on the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest in Washoe County, Nevada.  Mt. Rose Ski Tahoe operates on National Forest System lands in accordance with the terms and conditions of a Special Use Permit issued by the United States Forest Service (Forest Service).  The Proposed Action includes: upgrading an existing lift and installing one new one, expanding the SUP acreage, terrain improvements and construction of new additional trails, snowmaking installation, and upgrading resort guest service amenities.  This EA discusses the purpose and need for the Proposed Action; alternatives considered; potential direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of implementing each alternative; and suggested mitigation measures.  Three alternatives were evaluated in the EA.  

Important Notice:  Reviewers should provide the Forest Service with their comments during the review period for the EA.  This will enable the Forest Service to analyze and respond to the comments at one time, and to use this acquired information in the preparation of the Final Environmental Assessment, thus avoiding undue delay in the decision-making process.  Reviewers have an obligation to structure their participation in the National Environmental Policy Act process so that it is meaningful and alerts the agency to the reviewer’s position and contentions (Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v. NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978)).  Environmental objections that could have been raised at the draft stage may be waived if not raised until after the completion of the FEIS (City of Angoon v. Hodel (9th Circuit, 1986) and Wisconsin Heritages, Inc. v. Harris 490 F.Supp. 1344, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980)).  Comments on the EA should be specific and should address the adequacy of the EA and the merits of the alternatives discussed (40 CFR 1503.3).  Comments received, including the names and addresses of those who comment, will become part of the public record for this project and will be subject to review pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act.

Comment Period:  The comment period for the EA will be 30 calendar days from the date on which the Notice of Availability is published in the paper of record and public notice of availability is given in newspapers of local distribution.  Please send comments to Gary Schiff, District Ranger at the aforementioned address for the Carson Ranger District.  

Persons expressing an interest or submitting comments shall provide the following information, which will become a matter of public record:

· Name, address, and (if possible) telephone number

· Title or the document for which comments are being submitted (Mt. Rose Ski Tahoe EA)

· Specific facts or comments along with supporting reasons that you believe the Responsible Official should consider in reaching a decision

Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public record (as noted above) on this proposed action and will be available for public inspection.  Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered; however, those who submit anonymous comments will not have standing to appeal the subsequent decision under 36 CFR Parts 215 or 217.  Additionally, pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27(d), any person may request the agency to withhold a submission from the public record by showing how the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) permits such confidentiality.  Persons requesting such confidentiality should be aware that, under FOIA, confidentiality may be granted in only very limited circumstances, such as to protect trade secrets.  The Forest Service will inform the requester of the agency’s decision regarding the request for confidentiality, and where the request is denied, the agency will return the submission and notify the requester that the comments may be resubmitted with or without name and address within 10 days.  

