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Dixie and Fishlake National Forests are Sponsoring Field Trips in August and Early September 

For the past several years the Dixie and Fishlake National Forests have been working to revise their 
Forest Plans.  As part of this process the forests must determine if there are areas on the forest that are 
worthy of special area management.  There are several types of special area management, including but 
not limited to, wilderness, backcountry, geological and botanical areas, research natural areas, wild and 
scenic rivers, and various highway and trails designations.   

In May 2005, the Forests held 10 workshops across Southern and Central Utah to discuss a management 
direction package (MDP).  The MDP contained a draft special areas management section.   
Since the workshop, many different people and groups have expressed an interest in knowing more 
about these special areas.  In response to this interest and in cooperation with many of the local county 
commissions, the Forest Service will sponsor a series of field trips to visit some of these special areas.   

In July, Iron county hosted members of their land use committee along with the Forest Service to visit 
some areas adjacent to the existing Ashdown Gorge Wilderness that are being considered by the forest 
as additions to the wilderness.  You can view some information about this field trip on the Dixie and 
Fishlake planning blog which can be found at http://www.ecosystem-management.org/dixie/blog/.  If you 
have an interest in this blog topic, please participate by providing your thoughts on the blog. 

The public is invited to join these field trips.  The following is a schedule for the field trips. 

August 15 – Field Trip into Recommended Wilderness in Pine Valley Mountains 
Meeting Time and Location: Meet at 9 am at Mill Canyon/White Rocks Trailhead (near Rencher 
Ranch). 
Activity Details: Trip on horseback (bring your own horse) or foot into recommended wilderness along 
the White Rocks Trail.  Bring your own lunch.  RSVP by August 11. 
 
August 17 – Field Trip into Recommended Wilderness in Tushar Mountains 
Meeting Time and Location: Meet at 9 am at Big John Flat Trailhead for Skyline National Recreation 
Trail. 
Activity Details: Trip on horseback (bring your own horse) or foot into recommended Tushar and 
Delano Wildernesses.  Group will follow Skyline National Recreation Trail to Big Flat.  Beaver County 
will provide lunch and dinner.  RSVP by August 11. 
 
August 18 – Field Trip to Recommended Wilderness in Tushar Mountains 
Meeting Time and Location: Meet at 9 am at Marysvale LDS Church parking lot. 
Activity Details: Driving tour of recommended wilderness areas near mining districts above Marysvale 
and Kimberly.  Group will also look at some eligible wild and scenic rivers.  Beaver County will provide 
lunch. Space may be limited.  RSVP by August 15. 
 
 

http://www.ecosystem-management.org/dixie/blog/


August 27 – Field Trip into Fishlake Hightop Proposed Backcountry 
Meeting Time and Location: Meet at 10 am at Pelican Canyon Gravel Pit or Pelican Canyon Overlook. 
Activity Details: Trip on horseback (bring your own horse) or foot into proposed Fishlake Hightop 
Backcountry along Pelican Canyon Trail.  Bring your own lunch.  RSVP by August 22.  
 
August 29 – Field Trip to Little Creek Proposed Backcountry 
Meeting Time and Location: Meet at noon at Justice Center in Cedar City. 
Activity Details: Driving tour to experience the proposed Little Creek Proposed Backcountry.  Bring 
your own lunch.  RSVP by August 22. 
 
September 9 – Field Trip to Proposed Deep Creek (Mount Dutton) Backcountry 
Meeting Time and Location:  Meet at 9 am at Antimony Mercantile in Antimony. 
Activity Details:  Driving tour to experience the proposed Deep Creek Backcountry.  Bring your own 
lunch.  Tour may also include a look at the proposed geological and botanical area for Red Canyon.  
RSVP by September 2. 
 
There may be additional field trips (to other special areas) scheduled in September depending upon 
public interest and demonstrated participation. 
 
Details of the trips are subject to change, please RSVP ASAP so that the forest can get you the most up-
to-date information.  To RSVP and if you have any questions regarding these field trips or the revision 
process, please contact Kenton Call, 435.865.3730 or ckcall@fs.fed.us.  When you RSVP please 
indicate your method of travel (horse or foot) and if there are others in your party who will be attending 
so that we can get accurate numbers. 

### 

mailto:ckcall@fs.fed.us

