NOTICE OF DECISION
RAYNOLDS PASS ASPEN ENHANCEMENT PRESCRIBED BURN
Caribou-Targhee National Forest

Ashton/Island Park Ranger District
Fremont County, Idaho
As the Responsible Official, District Ranger Adrienne Keller signed a Decision Memo on July 21, 2006, approving the Raynolds  Pass Aspen Enhancement Prescribed Burn  project. The project is to prescribe burn approximately 1180 acres of aspen and mountain brush communities  to regenerate aspen and brush and reduce conifer encroachment and shading. This action is categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental impact statement or an environmental assessment because this action falls within FSH 1909.15, Chapter 31.2 Category 6, Timber stand and/or wildlife habitat improvement activities which do not include the use of herbicides or do not require more than one mile of low standard road construction.  No extraordinary circumstances exist that would preclude use of the category.
This decision is consistent with the 1997 Revised Forest Plan, Targhee National Forest as required by the National Forest Management Act. The categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraordinary circumstances potentially having effects which may significantly affect the environment. 

Decision Subject to Appeal

This decision is subject to appeal pursuant to Forest Service regulations at 36 CFR 215.  Appeals must meet the content requirements of 36 CFR 215.14.  Appeals must be postmarked within 45 days of the publication of this notice in the Idaho Falls Post Register.  The Appeal Deciding Officer is Larry Timchak, Forest Supervisor.  Appeals must be sent to:  Appeal Deciding Officer, Intermountain Region USFS, 324 25th Street, Ogden, Utah 84401; or by fax to 801-625-5277; or by email to: appeals-intermtn-regional-office@fs.fed.us.  Emailed appeals must be submitted in rich text (rtf) or Word (doc) and must include the project name in the subject line.  Appeals may also be hand delivered to the above address, during regular business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. The appeal must have an identifiable name attached or verification of identity will be required.  A scanned signature may serve as verification on electronic appeals.

Appeals, including attachments, must be filed within 45 days from the publication date of this notice in the Idaho Falls Post Register, the newspaper of record.  The publication date in the Idaho Falls Post Register, newspaper of record, is the exclusive means for calculating the time to file an appeal.  Those wishing to appeal this decision should not rely upon dates or timeframe information provided by any other source. 

Individuals or organizations who submitted timely comments or demonstrated interest in the proposed action during the comment period specified at 215.6 may appeal this decision.  The notice of appeal must meet the appeal content requirements at 36 CFR 215.14.

Implementation of Decision

If no appeals are filed within the 45-day time period, implementation of the decision may occur on, but not before, 5 business days from the close of the appeal filing period.  When appeals are filed, implementation may occur on, but not before, the 15th business day following the date of the last appeal disposition.

