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File Code: 1950/2520 

Date: April 7, 2009 

Dear Forest User: 

The Ashton/Island Park Ranger District of Caribou-Targhee National Forest is seeking public 

comments on the proposed Moose and Lucky Dog Creeks Watershed Improvement Project. The 

project area is located near Island Park in Fremont County, Idaho. The area surrounds the 

confluence of Moose and Lucky Dog Creeks within the Henry’s Fork watershed upstream of 

Island Park Reservoir. The legal description is T13N; R44E; Section 5 (please see attached 

maps). The proposed action includes stream channel restoration, road and trail obliteration, and 

dispersed camping improvements to improve watershed conditions and aquatic habitat.  

This project is supported by Henry’s Fork Foundation.  They are partners with the Forest Service 

in the project and have obtained Secure Rural Schools Act, Title II funds from the Eastern Idaho 

Resource Advisory Committee.     

Proposed Action 

The proposal includes several treatments as described below and illustrated on Map 1. 

• The first treatment is to re-establish several meander bends on Moose Creek between its 

confluence with Lucky Dog Creek downstream to the Railroad bridge. Moose Creek was 

historically straightened by the construction of several earthen dams and plugs. However, the 

original/natural stream channel and old meanders are still evident. The dams and plugs would 

be removed in order to restore streamflow back into the natural channel. This would improve 

aquatic habitat by: 1) increasing the overall stream length from 660 feet to 1,025 feet and 2) 

restoring deep water pool habitat (Figure 1). The natural channel contains several pools up to 5 

feet deep; where as the present stream depth is mostly less than 3 feet. According to historical 

aerial photographs, the stream was straightened sometime prior to 1959. 

Figure 1: Cross section of the natural channel and the current straightened channel on Moose Creek. 

 

• Another treatment is to remove abandoned bridge abutments at two locations: one on Moose 

Creek and the other on Lucky Dog Creek. The bridge decking is long gone as they were 

associated with the original roads accessing the area (again sometime prior to 1959). Those 
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roads have been replaced by the Big Springs Loop and Fish Creek Road (FSR 082). The 

abutments would be removed and the roads would be obliterated (Map 1). 

• We would also manage dispersed camping near Lucky Dog Creek. Boulders would be 

strategically placed to exclude camping in sensitive areas immediately adjacent to the stream 

(Photo 1). Several roads access the site; unnecessary roads would be closed and rehabilitated. 

• Several eroding streambanks along Lucky Dog Creek would be stabilized by placing logs 

and/or rocks at the toe of the slope, reshaping the bank, and transplanting riparian vegetation.  

Photo 1 & Photo 2: Eroding streambanks along Lucky Dog Creek and immediately adjacent to dispersed camp 

sites (left photo) and access roads (right photo).  

  

• Lastly, we would obliterate unauthorized motorized trails that cross riparian areas along Moose 

Creek between the Railroad trail and Big Springs Loop Road (Photo 3).  This area is not open 

to cross country motorized travel.  The user created routes that are visible on Map 1 show how 

much unauthorized motorized use is occurring. 

Photo 3: Unauthorized ATV trails within riparian area. These will be obliterated to restore riparian habitat. 

 

Purpose and Need 

The project purpose and need is tiered to the 1997 Revised Forest Plan (RFP) for the Targhee 

NF. The purpose is to improve riparian area health, water quality, and aquatic habitat. The need 

for the project is to move the area towards the fisheries, water, and riparian resource goals listed 

in the RFP (Table 1). 
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Table 1: Comparison of the RFP goals and the existing conditions in the project area. 

Fisheries, Water, & Riparian Resources Goals  

(RFP, pg III-9) 
Existing Conditions 

• Restore stream channel integrity, channel processes, and the 

sediment regime (including the elements of timing, volume, 

and character of sediment input and transport) under which 

the riparian and aquatic ecosystems naturally developed. 

• Restore habitat to support populations of well-distributed 

native and desired nonnative plant, vertebrate, and 

invertebrate populations that contribute to the viability of 

riparian-dependent communities 

• Historical straightening of the stream channel has 

degraded channel integrity/processes, and riparian 

and aquatic habitat. Several meander bends with 

deep water pool habitat were eliminated. 

• Uncontrolled dispersed camping & motorized use 

within the aquatic influence zone has created several 

disturbed areas that deliver sediment to the streams. 

Decision Framework 

The proposed action may be categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental 

impact statement or an environmental assessment as per direction contained in FSH 1909.15 

(Chapter 30 – § 31.2 (6)) and 36 CFR (§ 220.6(e)(6)): 

• “…habitat improvement activities that do not include the use of herbicides or do not 

require more than 1 mile of low standard road construction.”  

A categorical exclusion (CE) may be appropriate if no extraordinary circumstances are identified 

during the environmental analysis. If a CE is determined to be appropriate, I anticipate that the 

project decision will not be appealable because the cutting of trees needed to stabilize 

streambanks and to close routes will not occur over five contiguous acres.   

Opportunity to Comment 

Written, facsimile, hand-delivered, oral, and electronic comments will be accepted for this 

project. In order to complete the environmental analyses in a timely manner, I would appreciate 

your comment by May 7
th
. Written comments must be submitted to: Moose and Luck Dog 

Creeks Watershed Improvement Project; Attn: Brad Higginson; Caribou-Targhee National 

Forest; 1405 Hollipark Drive; Idaho Falls, ID 83401 

The office hours for those submitting hand-delivered comments are: 8:00 am – 4:30 pm, Monday 

through Friday, excluding holidays. Oral comments must be provided at the Responsible 

Official’s office during normal business hours via telephone 208-652-7742 or in person. 

Electronic comments can be sent to: comments-intermtn-caribou-targhee-ashton-

islandpark@fs.fed.us  Electronic comments must be submitted in rich text format (.rtf) or Word 

(.doc).  For further information on project specifics, feel free to contact Brad Higginson, project 

hydrologist, at (208) 557-5786. 

Sincerely,  

 

/S/ Adrienne K. Keller 

 

ADRIENNE K. KELLER 

District Ranger 

 

Attachments:  Aerial photo map showing project treatments 

 Project vicinity map 
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Map 1: Aerial photo showing project treatments. 

 



 

Page 5 of 5 

Map 2: Project vicinity map. 

 

 


