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Dear Forest User: 

The Ashton/Island Park Ranger District of Caribou-Targhee National Forest is seeking public 

comments on the proposed Grandview Boat Launch Road Closure Project. The project area is 

located adjacent to the southern end of Grandview Campground at Lower Mesa Falls Overlook 

in Fremont County, Idaho. The road and user created boat slide are located in T. 10N., R. 43E. 

Sections 24 and 25 (see Map 1).  This letter serves as a scoping notice and opportunity to 

comment on the proposed action.   

Background 

A point of access to the Henrys Fork of the Snake River, below Lower Mesa Falls, has evolved 

over time as people have used the southern end of the Grandview Campground Road to access 

what has become a boat slide to the river.  People drag their drift boats, rafts and other watercraft 

down a 1500 foot long, 60% slope on the east side of the river.  It is commonly referred to as the 

Grandview Boat Slide.  This user created road and access have widened over time.  Both road 

and slide have become wider, the soil is compacted and the steep slope is carrying sediment to 

the river.     

The Forest first started evaluating how 

to address the issue of use and erosion 

at the site of the boat slide in 2006.  In 

2006 the Forest met with several area 

angling outfitters and the Henry’s Fork 

Foundation to get their ideas of how to 

address the issues of the user created 

boat slide and access road.  Forest 

Specialists have examined the “slide” 

and determined that the only way to 

allow continued use of the “slide” and 

protect the resources would be to install 

a network of constructed water bars 

using treated lumber essentially 

creating a stairway down to the water.  

The 1997 Revised Forest Plan (RFP) designates this river corridor including ¼ mile on each side 

to be managed as an eligible Wild River.  Wild Rivers are intended to remain a “vestige of 

primitive America” with the river corridor, within at least ¼-mile of the ordinary high water 

mark on each side of the river, essentially natural and unmodified (1997 RFP p. III-85). 

Subsequent analysis of the area has lead us to conclude that any sort of structure or hardened trail 

in the current location would be a visually-intrusive structure or trail that would be incompatible 

with Wild River eligibility. 

 

The Forest Service obtained funding for this project through the Secure Rural Schools Act, Title 

II grant from the Eastern Idaho Resource Advisory Committee. 
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Purpose Of and Need For Action 

The purpose of this project is to comply with the direction in the 1997 Revised Forest Plan 

regarding Eligible Wild Rivers, restore soil productivity to the area and decrease erosion into the 

Henrys Fork. 

 

For several years the Forest has been evaluating the proper course of action to decrease erosion 

and sedimentation into the Henrys Fork. The Grandview boat slide is approximately 1500 feet in 

length on a 60% slope.  This steep, straight slope has led to high erosion rates and obvious 

sedimentation into the Henrys Fork.  The determining factor in proposing the closure of the 

Grandview Road and associated boat slide is the designation in the 1997 Targhee Revised Forest 

Plan that this portion of the Henrys Fork is eligible as a “Wild  River” under the National Wild 

and Scenic Rivers System.  This eligibility brings with it certain guidelines and standards 

designed to protect the rivers and maintain the characteristics that made them eligible.   

 

At this time we have found that access to the river by some of the traditional users with drift 

boats or large rafts cannot be sustained without building a visually-intrusive structure or trail that 

would be incompatible with Wild River eligibility.  The total amount of trail use is also 

incompatible given the vertical nature of the current trail and the number of people  (2008 

estimate of 300-400 floats) using this trail regardless of the size or the type of watercraft.   

 

This action is needed because use and impacts are increasing.  

 

Proposed Action 

The action being proposed is to obliterate Forest System Road 348 below Grandview 

Campground, using ground disturbing methods and restore the slope that people have used to 

launch boats into the river.  This action will protect Wild River Eligibility and decrease erosion 

from both the road and boat slide.   

 

The road segment being proposed for closure is .25 miles long.  The 1999 Motorized Road and 

Trail Travel Plan for the Targhee National Forest will be amended through this decision to 

incorporate this change.  The road will be closed using a variety of methods including ripping, 

reseeding, recontouring, and barrier rock. Use of these methods will decrease compaction and 

facilitate the growth of woody and herbaceous vegetation, restore natural flow of water through 

previously roaded site, and protect integrity of closure.  

 

The boat slide is a difficult site to rehabilitate given the steep slopes and inaccessibility.  Here the 

proposed methods are to use hand crews to build water bars using native materials. The water 

bars would remove water from the trail, decrease erosion, and catch sediment.  Trail would then 

be dug up, mulched, and reseeded with species common to the area. 

 

A new sustainable foot trail would be built on a longer, gentler slope that would drain better and 

greatly reduce sediment to the Henrys Fork.  This trail would be located in a way to protect the 

Wild River characteristics by obscuring its view from the river.  Watercraft use would then be 

restricted to what could be packed in without disturbing the vegetation on the newly built foot 

trail. 
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Forest Plan Direction 

This action responds to the goals and objectives and Standards and Guidelines in the 1997 

Revised Forest Plan (RFP), and helps move the project area towards desired conditions described 

in the RFP.   

 

The following is a portion of the RFP guidance relative to eligible Wild Rivers:  

 

Wild Rivers are intended to remain a “vestige of primitive America” with the river corridor, 

within at least ¼-mile of the ordinary high water mark on each side of the river, essentially 

natural and unmodified 

 

• Watershed restoration will be done primarily where deteriorated soil or hydrologic 

conditions are caused by humans or their influence create a serious threat of loss of 

outstanding remarkable river resource values.  (G) 

• Dispersed recreation facilities will be of a very primitive nature, using a pack-it-in, pack-

it-out philosophy.  (G) 

 

 

Preliminary Issues 

� Compliance with 1997 Revised Forest plan 

� Providing access to the river for people who want to float using drift boats, large river 

rafts, and/or other portable flotation craft.   

� Effects to the Wild River eligibility status of this segment of Henrys Fork of the Snake 

River. 

� Effects on soil resource. 

� Effects to water quality. 

 

 

Alternatives 

 
The EA shall briefly describe the proposed action and alternative(s) that meet the need for action. 

No specific number of alternatives is required or prescribed. (36 CFR 220.7(b)(2)) 

 
NO ACTION  

 

Under No Action current management plans would continue to guide management of the project 

area. No actions would be implemented to accomplish project goals. Management of this area 

would continue to be out of compliance with RFP direction. Since this action is inconsistent with 

RFP direction it will not be fully developed but will be used to contrast the proposed action.   
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THE PROPOSED ACTION 

 

Close and obliterate a .25 mile segment of the Grandview Campground Road along with closure 

and restoration of the associated boat slide to protect water quality and Wild River eligibility.  

Construct a new foot trail from the Lower Mesa Falls Overlook parking lot to the river to provide 

river access for people with boats light enough to carry in and not disturb the soils or vegetation 

along the trail.  Trail will be designed to meet Wild River classification standards.   

 
MITIGATION MEASURES  

  

As presently proposed the mitigation measure is the construction of a foot trail that will still 

provide recreational access while protecting Wild River eligibility. 

Comparison of Actions 

This section provides a summary of the effects of implementing each alternative. Information in 

the table is focused on activities and effects where different levels of effects or outputs can be 

distinguished quantitatively or qualitatively among alternatives.  

 

 

Preliminary Issues No Action Proposed Action 

Complies with Forest Plan No Yes 

Providing access to the river 

for people who want to float 

using drift boats, large river 

rafts, and/or other portable 

flotation craft. Yes 

Boat size will be limited to what a 

person can carry down the new trail 

without disturbing the soil or 

vegetation along the trail. 

Effects to the Wild River 

eligibility status of this 

segment of Henrys Fork of the 

Snake River Yes 

Rehabilitation of boat slide will 

remove the visible line created by 

the wide trail on the slope.  The 

slope will eventually revegetate and 

the opening will be filled in. Human 

improvements will not be visible.   

Effects on soil resource 

Soil movement or erosion 

and sedimentation will 

continue and likely increase. 

 

Rehabilitation of the road and boat 

slide will allow the slope to stabilize 

and revegetate.  Construction of a 

new trail will be done to standards 

that protect soil resources.  Soil 

compaction will be limited to new 

trail tread  Minimal amount of 

vegetation will be removed to 

construct trail 

Effects to water quality 

 Boat slide and road would 

continue to erode and channel 

water down to the river 

degrading water quality. 

Erosion will decrease and water  

quality improve.  
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Decision to Be made and Responsible Official 

The Ashton/Island Park District Ranger will be the deciding official for this decision.  The 

decisions to be made are: 

 

1. Whether the proposed action will proceed as proposed, as modified by design 

features, by an alternative, or not at all? 

2. What mitigation measures and monitoring requirements will be required? 

I have made a preliminary assessment that this proposal will require an amendment to the 1999 

Motorized Road and Trail Travel Plan for the Targhee National Forest requiring an environmental 

assessment (EA) to be completed.  The environmental assessment will be completed according to 

2008 regulations (36 CFR 220.7(b)(ii)).    

Opportunity to Comment 

We are combining our scoping effort required by FSH 1909.15 and the Notice and Comment 

requirement by 36 CFR 215 with this letter. 

This comment period provides those interested in or affected by this proposal an opportunity to 

make their concerns known prior to a decision being made by the Responsible Official.  Those 

who provide timely comments will be eligible to appeal the decision pursuant to 36 CFR part 

215 regulations. 

How to Comment and Timeframe 

Written, facsimile, hand-delivered, oral, and electronic comments will be accepted for 30 

calendar days following publication of the legal notice in the Idaho Falls Post Register.  The 

publication date in the newspaper of record is the exclusive means for calculating the comment 

period for this proposal.  You should not rely upon dates or timeframe information provided by 

any other source.   

Written comments must be submitted to: 

Grandview Boat Launch Road Closure Project 

Attn:  Lee Mabey 

Caribou-Targhee National Forest 

1405 Hollipark Dr. 

Idaho Falls, ID  83401 

The office business hours for those submitting hand-delivered comments are:  8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.  Oral comments must be provided at the 

Responsible Official’s office during normal business hours via telephone 208-652-7742 or in 

person.  Electronic comments must be submitted in rich txt format (.rtf), or Word (.doc) to 

comments-intermtn-caribou-targhee-ashton-islandpark@fs.fed.us. Comments must meet the 

information requirements of 36 CFR 215.6.  Only those who submit timely comments will be 

eligible to appeal the subsequent decision under 36 CFR 215.  Each individual or representative 
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from each organization, submitting timely comments must either sign the comments or otherwise 

verify identity in order to attain appeal eligibility. 

Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who 

comment, would be considered part of the public record on this proposed action and would be  

available for public inspection.  Comments submitted anonymously would be accepted and 

considered; however, those who submit anonymous comments would not have standing to 

appeal the subsequent decision under 36 CFR 215. 

Additional information regarding this action can be obtained from:  Lee Mabey, project fisheries 

biologist, at (208) 557-5784. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

/s/ TwÜ|xÇÇx ^A ^xÄÄxÜ 

 

 

ADRIENNE K. KELLER 

District Ranger 


