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Chapter 

5 List of Preparers 
 

The interdisciplinary team is made up of core members and contributing members.  Core members’ 
names and titles are shaded.  The core members were involved in all steps of the NEPA process.  
Contributing members are generally less involved in process; providing background information and 
analysis for their area of expertise only, for example.  Other people were consultants and they are listed 
as “Other contributors”.  The Caribou Zone Forest Leadership Team also contributed information and 
decided upon the preferred alternative.  It should also be noted that there have been many Supervisor’s 
Office, Ranger District personnel and members of the public contributing information to the 
interdisciplinary team process. 

INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM 

CHERYL PROBERT – ID TEAM LEADER, FOREST PLANNER, NEPA, APPEALS AND LITIGATION COORDINATOR 

Sections in EIS:  NEPA and NFMA Compliance, Quality Control, Plan Editor 
Education:  B.S. Forestry, Range Management  
Years with Forest Service:  15 Years 
 

LINDA WARD – MANAGING WRITER/EDITOR 

Sections in EIS:  Managing Writer/Editor, Document and Project Record Preparation 
Education:  B.A. English/Liberal Arts 
Years with Forest Service:  14 Years 
 

Lynn Ballard – Public Affairs Officer 

Section in EIS:  Public Involvement  
Education:  B.S. Forest Resource Management 
Years with Forest Service:  27Years 
 

DAVID BETZ – FIRE ECOLOGIST  

Sections in EIS:  Ecosystem Disturbance, Fire Management 
Education:  M.S. Forest Ecology 
Years with Forest Service:  13 Years 
 

James Capurso – Fisheries Biologist 

Sections in EIS:  Fisheries 
Education:  AAS Natural Resource Conservation, B.S. Wildlife Science with graduate studies 
in Environmental Science, Policy and Law 
Years with Forest Service:  19 Years 
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Matt Cummins – GIS Specialist 

Sections in EIS:  Maps, Database Management 
Education:  B.S. Computer Science 
Years with Forest Service:  6 Years 
 

WALT GROWS – RANGE SPECIALIST   

Sections in EIS:  Livestock Grazing, Unique Ecosystems (RNAs), Noxious Weeds 
Education:  B.S. Resource Management 
Years with Forest Service:  27 Years 
 

ROSE LEHMAN – BOTANIST  

Sections in EIS:  Rare Plants 
Education:  B.A. Biological Sciences Botany Emphasis 
Years with Forest Service:  9 Years 
 

R. LEE LEFFERT – HYDROLOGIST  

Sections in EIS:  Fisheries, Aquatics, Water Quality, Riparian and Watershed 
Education:  B.S. Watershed Science 
Years with Forest Service:  29 Years 
 

JOHN LOTT – SOIL SCIENTIST  

Sections in EIS:  Properly Functioning Condition, Non-forested Vegetation, Soils and Air 
Quality  
Education:  B.S. and M.S. Agronomy (Soils emphasis) 
Years with Forest Service:  25 Years 
 

CAROL LYLE, ECOSYSTEM , PLANNING, AND FIRE BRANCH CHIEF  

Sections in EIS:  Livestock Grazing, Noxious Weeds 
Education: B.S. Physical Geography, B.S. Range Science 
Years with Forest Service:  29 years 
 

MARTHA MOUSEL – GIS SPECIALIST  

Sections in EIS:  Maps, Databases, GIS Analysis 
Education:  B.S. Forest Management 
Years with Forest Service:  20 Years 
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MARK ORME– WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST   

Sections in EIS:  Wildlife Habitat Management 
Education:  B.S. Forestry; M.S. Wildlife Management 
Years with Forest Service:  26 years 
 

BRUCE PADIAN – FORESTER 

Sections in EIS:  Forested Vegetation, Timber Program 
Education:  B.S. Forestry 
Years with Forest Service:  27 Years   
 

STEVE ROBISON – MINERAL MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST  

Sections in EIS:  Minerals, Geology 
Education:  B.S. Geology, M.S. Paleontology 
Years with Forest Service:  24 Years 
 

Julie Schaefers – Social Scientist, Rocky Mountain Region 

Sections in EIS:  Social and Economic Environment 
Education:  B.S. Forest Recreation Management, M.S. Natural Resource Economics 
Years with Forest Service:  12 Years 
 

RANDY TATE - FOREST ENGINEER 

Sections in EIS:  Transportation 
Education:  B.S. Civil Engineering 
Years with Forest Service:  25 Years 
 

DEB TILLER – LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT /RECREATION SPECIALIST 

Sections in EIS:  Recreation and Access, Recommended Wilderness, Roadless Areas 
Education:  B.A. Landscape Architecture 
Years with Forest Service:  17 Years 
 

Randy Thompson – Archeologist 
Sections in EIS:  Heritage Resources 
Education:  B.A. Anthropology, M.S. Anthropology in progress 
Year with Forest Service:  3 years 
 

Kelli Peck - Office Automation Clerk 

Sections in EIS:  Graphic Design, Project Record Preparation and Database Assistant 
Education:  Cert. A.S.  Management 
Years with Forest Service:  2 Years 
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Cynthia Hohbach – NEPA and Appeals Coordinator 

Sections in EIS:  Document Editing 
Education:  B.A. History 
Years with Forest Service:  1 Year 
 

PAST IINTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM MEMBERS 

Scott Fe ltis, Forest Wildlife Biologist, Deceased 
Betsy Hamann, Wildlife Biologist 
John Hamann, Soil Scientist 
Paul Oakes, Forest Planner, Team Leader 
Ric Rine , Branch Chief, Planning and Information System Technology 
Judy Warrick, GIS Specialist 
 

OTHER AGENCY CONTRIBUTORS 

Gary Vecellio - Wildlife Biologist 

Education:  M.S. Wildlife Science 
Years with Idaho Fish and Game:  8 Years 
 

Brad Compton - Regional Wildlife Manager 

Education:  M.S. Fish and Wildlife Management 
Years with Idaho Fish and Game:  16 Years 
 

Anders Mikkelsen – Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

Education:  B.S. Wildlife Management 
Years with Shoshone Bannock Tribes:  7 Years 
 

David Moser – Fish Biologist 

Education: B.S. Fresh Water Fisheries, M.S. Stream Ecology 
Years with Shoshone Bannock Tribes:  7 Years  
 

FOREST LEADERSHIP TEAM – CARIBOU ZONE 

Jerry Reese, Forest Supervisor 
Dennis Duehren, District Ranger, Montpelier Ranger District 
Dave Whittekiend, District Ranger, Soda Springs Ranger District 
Jerry Tower, District Ranger, West Side Ranger District 
Carol Lyle, Ecosystem, Planning, and Fire Branch Chief 
Randy Tate , Acting Engineering, Lands, Recreation and Minerals Branch Chief 
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Anthony Varilone , Past District Ranger, Soda Springs R.D. (Retired) 
John Newcom, Past District Ranger, Montpelier R.D. (Transferred) 
Ric Rine , Past Planning Branch Chief (Transferred) 
Wally Bunnell, Past Engineering, Lands, Recreation and Minerals Branch Chief (Ret) 
Larry Mickelsen, Past Acting District Ranger, Soda Springs Ranger District 
 

OTHER CONTRIBUTORS 

Dr. Alma Winward, USDA-FS, Intermountain Region, Ecologist (Retired) 
Dr. Clint Williams , USDA-FS, Intermountain Region, Ecologist 
Jack Amundson, USDA-FS, Intermountain Region, Silviculturalist (Retired) 
Rose Davis, USDA-FS, Intermountain Region, Public Affairs 
Ali Abusaidi, Caribou-Targhee NF, Archeologist 
Craig Morris, USDA-FS, Intermountain Region, Regional Analyst 
Jim Merzenich, USDA – FS, Pacific Northwest Region, Regional Analyst 
Kathie Hauser, USDA-FS, Intermountain Region, Communications Analyst 
Bob Davis, USDA-FS, Intermountain Region, Regional Planning Specialist 
Jeffrey Foss, USDA-FS, Intermountain Region, Regional Planner 
Steve Solem, USDA-FS, Intermountain Region, Director: Planning-Appeals-Litigation 
 
 
  

 
 


