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EAST IDAHO RESOURCE ADVISORY

COMMITTEE APPROVES PROJECTS
IDAHO FALLS, ID:  The East Idaho Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) met on Monday March 16, 2009 and approved 77 projects totaling $779,605.  The funds, provided by participating counties under the Secure Rural School Act, are targeted towards infrastructure improvements and soil and watershed projects on and adjacent to the Caribou Targhee National Forest.

“I am really impressed with the commitment, good judgment and hard work of our local RAC,” stated Forest Supervisor, Larry Timchak.  “The RAC sorted through 130 proposals and recommended 77 priority projects that will help improve watersheds, wildlife habitat, roads and trails, and help implement our forest travel plans.”  
A key purpose of the Act is to improve cooperative relationships among the people who use and care for the land as well as with other agencies and partners.  The selected projects involve 73 partners including diverse interests like the Caribou Cattlemans Association, the Henrys Fork Foundation, Teton County Road Department and the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation.  Matching funds contributed by partners for these projects exceed $1.3 million dollars. 

The counties included in the East Idaho RAC are Bannock, Bear Lake, Bonneville, Caribou, Clark, Franklin, Fremont, Madison, Oneida, and Teton.  These counties allocated $780,001 to the Title II portion of the “SRS Act” that allows special projects on and adjacent to federal lands. 

Congress reauthorized the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act 2000 (P.L. 106-393) as part of P.L.110-343 (the “SRS Act”), which was signed by the President on October 3, 2008.
A list of approved projects can be found on the Caribou-Targhee National Forest website: http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/caribou-targhee/
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