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U.S. FOREST SERVICE TO CONTRIBUTE TO NATIONAL ECONOMIC STIMULUS  

IDAHO FALLS, ID:  March 6, 2009—U.S. Forest Service Chief Abigail Kimbell announced today the Agency’s plan to participate in the nation’s economic recovery program.  The Forest Service has received $1.15 billion from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  

At this time, approximately ten percent of the Forest Service projects created by the American Recovery and Economic Stimulus Act, totaling $98 million, have been selected.  These initial projects will create 1500 jobs, giving the Agency the early opportunity to put people to work.  The remaining 90 percent of projects, totaling $1.052 billion, will be announced shortly and will create an additional 23,500 jobs nationwide.
“Here in the Intermountain Region there are communities in Idaho, Nevada, Utah and Wyoming that have been hit hard by job losses,” said Regional Forester Harv Forsgren. “These outstanding projects selected for rapid implementation are well configured to put people to work, improve infrastructure, advance public safety and enhance forest health.”  

A $6.5 million dollar Road Maintenance and Aquatic Passage Project, across 147-miles of roads on the Caribou-Targhee National Forest was approved.  The Project includes surface replacement or improvement, drainage structure replacement or improvement and removal of culverts that are barriers to fish passage (4 locations) on roads located in Bear Lake, Bonneville, Caribou, Clark, and Madison counties in eastern Idaho and Lincoln County in western Wyoming.  

-MORE-

Project objectives will be to reduce sediment, which may build up, block or alter stream channels and improve recreational access.  

“The projects selected will help maintain and create 66 jobs while addressing the maintenance backlog of key forest roads like the South Fork of the Snake River, McCoy Creek, and St. Charles Canyon.  We will be partnering with five eastern Idaho counties and one western Wyoming county to complete this work as soon as we can,” according to Forest supervisor Larry Timchak. 
“The Caribou-Targhee National Forest is ready and willing to help implement one of the first Forest Service projects selected under the recently enacted American Recovery and Reinvestment Act" Timchak said.  
Under the language of the American Recovery and Economic Stimulus Act, the Forest Service will create as many jobs as possible to support communities and to get money flowing through the economy again.  All funds will be spent on specific targeted projects that are, or soon will be, ready to go.

“The Forest Service anticipates playing a key role in our nation’s economic recovery,” said Chief Kimbell.  “We are grateful for the confidence Congress has shown us and look forward to demonstrating how the Forest Service can create good jobs during difficult times,” Kimbell added.  

Many of the most affected communities of the economic downturn are located near national forests.  Rural jobs will be created in areas needing restoration work with shovel ready projects related to fire prevention, roads, bridges, buildings and recreation facilities.

Information on the overall U.S. Forest Service role in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act can be found at: http://fs.usda.gov/recovery.   Information on the total federal effort can be found at http://www.recovery.gov. 
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