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Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Contact:  Lynn Ballard 557-5765







                Patty Kraayenbrink 524-7639

DATE: March 3, 2009
09-14
The Caribou-Targhee Forest announces fee increases at some recreation fee sites.

Idaho Falls, Idaho:  The Caribou-Targhee National Forest has been implementing the Federal Land Recreation Enhancement Act (REA).  During the past year, the forest proposed fee increases at six recreation fee sites.  Since that time, all required procedures – include publication in the Federal Register for new sites, publication through the local news media, and presentations to the Idaho Falls BLM Resource Advisory Committee – has been completed and final approval received from the Regional Forester to begin immediate implementation of these fee increases.  

Fee increases range from $2 to $10 - depending on site amenities – and will be in affect until further notice.   
Fee increases in affect at the following existing recreation sites:  

· Ashton-Island Park Ranger District:  Squirrel Meadows GS, Warm River Springs GS, and Bishop Mountain Lookout.  

Fees will now be charged at the following sites (new fee sites): 

· Teton Basin Ranger District:  Driggs Bunkhouse/Cabin (located in the city of Driggs - which will only be available during the winter season).

· Soda Springs Ranger District:  Pine Bar and Mill Canyon campgrounds.

More and more people recreate on our national forests and grasslands every year yet funding does not keep pace with the existing need.  Meeting the increasing needs of these visitors, delivering quality recreation, heritage and wilderness opportunities and protecting our natural resources has become very difficult.  Many facilities are in need of repair. 

Only a very small percentage of each tax dollar goes toward maintenance of campgrounds, trails and other federal recreation facilities.  The majority of revenues from fees will continue to be used for on-the-ground recreation benefits.  

As recreation use continues, the impacts from visitors require much work to maintain recreation facilities and natural resources.  Maintenance of facilities depends on volunteers, partnerships, concessionaires, and others to help make up the funding shortfall. However, fees are only one part of a comprehensive recreation funding strategy, which includes congressionally designated funds, volunteer assistance, interagency cooperation, partnerships, commercial operations and funds leveraged from other resources. 

We appreciate your participation and support of recreation facilities on the Caribou-Targhee National Forest and hope your continued use of all natural resources will be enjoyable this next year.  If you have any questions, please contact any Forest Service office.  
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