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NEWS RELEASE

USDA Forest Service

Caribou-Targhee National Forest

1405 Hollipark Drive
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Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:  Bart Andreasen (208) 624 7789

    Lynn Ballard   (208) 557-5765

Date: March 13, 2008
                        
08-06
Input Requested on Proposed Fee Increases at Several Recreation 
Fee Sites and Christmas Tree Tags.

IDAHO FALLS, ID:  The Caribou-Targhee National Forest proposes to increase recreation fees at some of sites by $2 to $10 - depending on site amenities - for the 2008 camping season.   Fee increases are within the realm of “normal” fee increases, due to the increased cost of doing business, such as higher fuel, materials and labor costs.  

Fee increases are proposed at the following Recreation sites:
· Montpelier Ranger District:  Group Site fees at Emigration, Paris Springs, Summit View, and Willow Flat Campgrounds
· Ashton-Island Park Ranger District:  Upper Mesa Falls Day Use Site and Grandview Campground

Why are we proposing increased recreation fees?  While more people recreate on national forests and grasslands every year, funding does not keep pace with the cost of doing business.  Meeting health and safety needs, delivering quality recreation opportunities and protecting natural resources has become difficult.  Day to day operation and maintenance costs continue to increase with inflation.   

The majority of revenues from fees (80%) are used for on-the-ground recreation benefits.  Fees are spent on litter patrol, fire ring clean up, toilet cleaning and pumping and for water system testing and maintenance, where water is provided.  Fees are only one part of a comprehensive recreation funding strategy, which includes congressionally designated funds, volunteer assistance, interagency cooperation, partnerships, commercial operations and funds leveraged from other resources. 

(more)
The Caribou-Targhee National Forest is also proposing to raise the cost of Christmas tree tags for the 2008 Christmas tree cutting season.  

· An increase to $10.00 a tag for a tree up to 12 feet tall and an increase to $15.00 for a tree from 13 feet to 20 feet tall.   

Christmas tree tags have been sold for $5.00 for up to a 12' tree since before 1991.  Income from the sales of Christmas tree tags partially goes to vendors selling tags, the Resource Advisory Council to fund projects, and to the National Forest where trees are being cut.

The Caribou-Targhee National Forest sells approximately 8,000 Christmas tree tags a year.  Tags may be purchased in forest offices and from vendors located in towns across the forest.  An increase in price will allow the forest to recruit more vendors to make tag purchase easier.  Cutting season would begin earlier in the fall by starting the sale of Christmas tree tags about October 1.
We invite your comments on this proposal.  Please send to:  Caribou-Targhee Recreation Fee and or Christmas Tree Proposals


Attn:  Bart Andreasen  
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St. Anthony, Idaho 83445
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E-mail:  comments-intermtn-caribou-targhee@fs.fed.us         
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