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Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Contact:  Deb Tiller

DATE: May 13, 2008




Phone:  208-236-7500/7537
08-14
DELAYED OPENING OF WESTSIDE RANGER DISTRICT ROADS

POCATELLO, ID:  Due to wet spring conditions in southeast Idaho, officials from the Westside Ranger District (Pocatello and Malad) will delay opening of the Districts road and trail system for at least two weeks.

“The reason for the delay is to protect road and trail surfaces and other resources during wet spring conditions”, stated Acting District Ranger, Lisa Klinger.  This delay will affect all roads and trails with seasonal closures on National Forest System lands within the administrative and proclaimed boundaries of the Westside Ranger District of the Caribou-Targhee National Forest, Idaho, Sixth Principal Meridian.
Gates will remain closed as conditions dictate, but will be closed at least two weeks beyond the Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVU) dates.  Gates that would normally open May 15th will be delayed until May 30th; gates that open May 30th would be June 15th.  
Below is the schedule for gates.  East Mink Gate-May 16th, South Fork of Mink Creek May 30th, Box Canyon gate-June 15th, upper Scout Mountain-June 15th, Elk Meadows- June 15th, Inman Canyon-June 15th, Toponce gates- May 30th, Lower Pebble Creek Gate- May 30, Upper Pebble Creek gate-June 15th.  

The delay prohibits using any motor vehicle on a road or trail that is posted as closed.  Some exemptions may occur such as:  1. Persons with a permit specifically exempting them from the effect of this order.  2.  Any Federal, State, or local officer, or member of an organized rescue or fire fighting force in the performance of an official duty.  3.  Federal or State administrative personnel in the performance of an official duty.

If you have any questions regarding the spring use of the Westside Ranger District transportation system, please call the Ranger District Office at 208-236-7500.
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